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Philly’s Suburban Amusement Center 
Booms With $1 Dinner and Theatre 


Philadelphia, Feb. 2%. 

The unprecedented paucity of 
shows in the downtown legit houses 
has proved an unexpected boon to 
the Playhouse Professionals’ stock, 
located at 69th street. Last week, 
this house, reviving ‘Peg O°’ My 
Heart,’ drew two of the critics and 
this week with ‘Just Married,’ 
they’re getting more. 

A Realty Promotion 


The outfit is backed by John Mc- 
Clatchey, real estate operator and 
the man who has been largely re- 
sponsible for sensational develop- 
ment of this section at the end of 
the Market street subway, about 25 
minutes from City Hall. He owns 
the theatre plant and most of the 
adjacent property. The theatre is 
new and is a part of a general 
amusement building which includes 
a restaurant and a roof-garden. The 
$1 top admission entitles the ticket 
holder to dinner in the restaurant 
and the privilege of dancing in the 
roof garden any night except Sat- 








Cleaning Up 


Los Angeles, Feb, 27. 
Laundry specializing in baby 
clothes is now taking time over 
KGFJ to offer weekly services 
at $2. This includes 15 diapers 
a day. 
No extra charge for twins. 











GRAND CENTRAL 
DEPOT WILL 
ACCEPT ADS 


The New York Central Railroad’s 
trand Central Terminal in New 
York is about to stake itself to the 


SOPHISTICATION 
EXPLAINS DROP 


_— 


Analysis of Lost B.O. Mil- 
lions—Adult Fans Sharply 
Split Into the Sexes—Kid 
Patronage Falls, but Ado- 
lescents Rise—The 16-20- 
Year-Old Impressionables 
Strong for Sex Stuff 


COVERS PAST 10 YEARS 


In an effort to trace lost fan mil- 
lions at America’s box offices, as 
well as to account for shifting of 
patronage, and to evolve an indus- 
try plan for ticket rehabilitation, 
major filmdom has completed the 
first step. It has checked four 
classes of attendance for a period 
of 10 years. During the decade the 
most marked drop has manifested 
itself in the male adult class, while 





As ‘Angel’; In for 


Show Biz Knows New Treasury Head 


100G’s on Music Co. 


+ 








A B’way Toast 


When Chesterfield signed 
Jane Froman to its series of 
programs, which include two 
weekly by Ruth Etting, it 
didn’t help the peace of mind 
of Col. Snyder, Miss Etting’s 
husband and manager. His 
reaction to the matter has the 
boys saying, 

‘The Colonel is Froman at 
the mouth.’ 


Accomplishments of our new Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, William H. 
Woodin, as a guitarist and amateur 
composer have been dwelt upon in 
the dailies, but along Tin-Pan Al- 
ley the president of American Car 
& Foundry is known as Charlie 
Miller’s $100,000 angel. This refers 
to the backing of Miller Music, Inc., 
a comparatively recent music pub- 
lishing firm. 

That Miller Music, Inc., should 
have cost Woodin that much money 
may be refuted by such moderate 








hits as ‘Mardi Gras,’ ‘Deux Amours’ 





CHURCH WOULD 
RAZE AND GO 
CINEMA 





(‘Two Loves’), ‘And So to Bed,’ 
‘Without a Song,’ ‘Time on My 
Hands,’ ‘More Than You Know,’ etc., 
excepting that Charlie Miller's am- 
bitions to put his firm in the pro- 
duction publishing field has meant 
chunks of $10,000 and $15,000, in 
some instances, for advance royal- 
ties to Vincent Youmans and other 
composers. 

Miller was for more than a score 
of years the chief musical editor 
of Harms, Inc., and in that manner 
contacted the world’s best known 


wrens. ; income from display advertising al ia 
The company hasn't been making | ithin its walls. There's a first ere on eae ver | Boston, Feb. 27. _ | contemporaneous composers 

(Continued on page 67) time for everything. Until a year ago, Brookline barred | yt was at Jerome Kern's request 

a -a = Ornate brass panel devices are be- cinemas. Then they let one house |tpat Miller listened to one of 

in. Now there's a rush of applica- Woodin’s melodies; Kern and the 


INTERNAT’L NITERY OF 
5 FLOORS AND 6 CAFES 


An elaborate venture in nite clubs 
is the Chateau Internationale to 
open in New York in a couple of 
weeks. 

First floor will consist of Italian 
and Dutch rooms, second floor will 
be termed the New York Supper 
Club, and on the third floor the 
Salon Sans Souci will have French 
treatment; Russian atmosphere for 
the fourth floor, and ‘The Planta- 
tion,’ on the fifth floor, with south- 
ern atmosphere and Negro enter- 








ing attached to the stone walls be- 
tween entrances to the train shed. 
The panels are 3x4 feet and will be 
in evidence on both station levels. 
There will be 24 of these devices 
which automatically rotate the ad- 
vertisements. 

Although the price for the privil- 
ege is undivulged, authoritative in- 
formation is that the amount paid 
would have been regarded as big 
money before the depresh. 

It is deemed likely that the Penn- 
sylvania R.R. terminal will now fol- 
low suit. 


Gratis Personal App. 
To Save Self from 





LEGIT TICKETS 
ON TIME BY YR. 


New theatre ticket scheme is being 
promoted, a sort of agency which 
proposes to sell in futures on the in- 
stallment plan. Proposition offers 
five tickets for $13.75 ($2.75 each). 





| shows 
| shows are ‘guaranteed’. 


Tickets would be for next season's 
and good locations for hit 


Customer is to pay 25 cents per 
week for approximately half the sub- 
scription, the balance to be paid in 


tions. Most important is petition 
to the wealthiest Massachusetts 
town’s selectmen is from Beacon 
Universalist church to ‘permit it 
to raze the edifice and erect in its 
stead a ‘movie cathedral’—they 
want a 1,000-seater to cost $180,000. 

Promise to finance by a $100,000 
mortgage, plus balance in cash to 
be furnished by Bernard Goldfein 
and Max Shoolman (latter lessee of 
Tremont). Church folk and two 
backers to share equally in profits. 

Few days ago George W. Wight- 
man asked permit to build a pic- 
ture house on site near the church, 
and church folk said their site was 
better. 





(Continued on page 52) 








| Germany’s Literati 
Expatriate Selves 
During Nazi Regime 


Lion Fuchtwanger, one of Ger- 
many’s leading novelists, returns to 
Europe next Saturday (4). But not 
to his native Germany. 

Fuchtwanger has confided to inti- 
mates that he is going to England 
and then the south of France or 
Italy, but that he won't go back to 


tainment. Each room will have its one sum. The latter requirement was 
native cuisine. It is patterned after : forced because the backers of the Jols J D ? Germany during the Hitler regime. 
Berlin's Haus Vaterland, which Cuttin Room Floor new plan discovered it would take on t Eric Maria Remarque became a 
holds 17 different types of national- g more than a year to collect on the yg ng pec ne 

ee =m udwig is another German 


istic cabarets. 
Building is the one formerly used 
by the Automobile Club of America. 


9-Yr.-Old Silent Yiddish 
Picture Still Releasing 


Record for film longevity is 
claimed by Molly Picon and her 
husband, Jacob Kalish, for ‘Mazel- 
tof,’ (‘Good Luck’), Yiddish silent, 
which they produced in Poland nine 
years ago. Picture is still showing 
in Jewish communities throughout 











To save her face from the cutting 
room floor, Mady Christians, one of 
the leading German stage and screen 
stars, will make a free personal ap- 
pearance in a New York theatre to- 
morrow (1). 

Miss Christians just arrived from 
Berlin a couple days ago for a Shu- 
bert operetta and went to the Eu- 
ropa, arty New York. theatre, to 
see herself on the opening day of 
‘Friederike’ Saturday (25). She 
stars in the film, but after watching 
it unreel, realized that part of the 
picture had been cut for the Amer- 


two bits weekly schedule. Plan of 
collection will span six months. 

There is a reduced price feature, 
still indefinite because of the uncer- 
tainty of the top prices for Broad- 
way legit shows next season. The 
installment agency contends that its 
offer of $2.75 per ticket will be a 
saving, on the theory that the suc- 
cesses will have a top of at least 
$3.30. Other ticket people, however, 
contend few attractions will be able 
to maintain that top with the pos- 
sible exception of musicals, 





| 
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R. R. TERMINAL NEWSREELER 


Care About How Much 
Coin He Doesn’t Make 


When AI Jolson teft for the Coast 
Saturday (25) he not only walked 
out on the five remaining Chevrolet 
broadcasts at $5,000 per, but also 
tossed off another proposition that 
would have grossed twice as much 
per airing. Pond's offered the 
mammy singer Mrs. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's spot, which she'll vacate 
upon her husband’s inaugration, and 
bid up to $10,000. 





literary refugee. His home is now 


in Rapallo, Italy. 





Newspapers in Radio, 
Now Producing Shows 


Des Moines, Feb. 27. 

KSO, owned by the ‘Register’ and 
‘Tribune,’ newspapers, is building 
stage shows for nearby small towns. 
Through tie-up with Blank and also 
Finkelstein & Rubin, towns getting 
KSO’s radio revue are Adel, New- 
ton, Perry, Indianola, Albia, Win- 








the world. 

Reason film was made was be-| ican showing. She immediately Cincinnati, Feb. 27. Jolson, who told Chevrolet he/}/terset, Boone, Madrid, Ames, Chari- 
cause Miss Picon, who starred in | searched out the manager and asked A feature of the $30,000,000 Union| wants a rest, told Pond’s the same ton and Valley Junction. 
it had earned $8,000 during a tour] to have it reinstated. Manager de- | Terminal Station, which opens April| thing. At Palm Springs he’ll just Charlie Flagler heads the show 
in Poland. The Polish currency was | murred, pointing out that the pic- | l, will be a 120-seat newsreel the- | rest and nothing else. With his! which includes Fred Jeske, tussell 
valueless outside of that country | ture was overlong from an Ameri- | atre offering a 45-minute program|dough, he figures, there doesn’t} Olson, Girl Friends, Baby Nilene, 
and looking around for some means | can standpoint. for 10c. Willis Vance, owner of the | have to be anything else, except at| Dorothy Fay, Song Peddler, Cos- 
of investing it, the pair became pic- So Miss Christians countered with | Latonia, a nabe in Covington, Ky., | his own leisure. | Sac ks and Roxanna. About 15 in 
ture producers. her proposition. If he put all of her opposite Cincy, has signed to op-| The departure leaves the _ on- all. My: 

This unusual longevity is more} back into the film she would make} erate the depot cinema on a per- igain-off-again Jolson Paramount, | Show is in addition to regular 
or less true of all foreign produc- | a gratis personal appearance at his | « entage-of-the-gross basis, | New York, stage booking off again. | picture programs, twice in the eve- 
tions, taking a long time to get| theatre. And the bargain was im- The miniature house is the last} That cuts the Jolson income down} ning and runs about an hour. Revue 
around. mediately sealed. a ord in furnishings and decorations. | another $12,000, {takes flat rate 
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Publicizing of Hey-Hey Stuff by ; 


Actors Stopped by Crank Letters 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Ostentation and show of picture 
names at Southern California and 
Mexican resorts and at Hollywood 
and Los Angeles openings have re- 
ceived the pipe-down order from 
major studios during the past two 
weeks. Large number of crank let- 
ters received by stars following the 
publishing of photographs and chat- 
ter items anent their social activi- 
ties has caused the studios to feel 
that such publicity, at this time, is 
bad. 

Following the publishing of a pic- 
ture of Wallace Beery landing in 
his vlane at Caliente, the actor re- 
ceived several letters, all of the 
same tenor. Letters claimed that 
while the actor was flying to the 
hey-hey spot, the writers were 
worrying about where their next 
meal was coming from and how 
they were going to feed _ their 
youngsters. Beery is no exception. 

Razzberry at Openings 

Several other stars have received 
the letters from various spots in 
the country, all decrying what 
seems to the writers to be a great 
waste of money while so many peo- 
ple are in want. 

At two openings recently, Holly- 
wood’'s great and shirt tail aristoc- 
racy received the razzberry from 
the waiting throngs. Latest to re- 
ceive derision was the mob which 
attended the opening of Lilyan 
Tashman in ‘Grounds for Divorce’ 
at the El Capitan two weeks ago. 
Flashes of fashionable dressed peo- 
ple were greeted by hoots from the 
crowd at the sideline. Opening of 
‘Kid from Spain’ at the Wilshire 
was greeted with a barrage of eggs. 

Police department admit that the 
openings are causing them some 
worry as a possible boiling point 
for Red agitators and have asked 
the studios to lay off so much slush 
publicity. 


FRENCH POSTCARDS AS | 
STAG JiGSAW PUZZLES 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Jig saw puzzles have gone smutty 
here with several boys making a 
business of selling stag time killers. 

Gag is being uscd at gatherings 
where the company sits around and 
watches a chump put the puzzles 
together with accompanying redness 
of the face. 

Stag puzzles are selling for $2 and 
$3 and are proving a life saver for 
a starving artist who found himself 
loaded up with French postcards, 
but nothing to eat. 


Attorney Suing Hall 
Plasters N. Y. Salary 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Through his Brooklyn correspond- 
ent, Jay Chotiner, local attorney, 
filed suit in New York against 
James Hall for $525. Of the amount 
$150 is claimed for cash advanced, 
and the remainder for services. 

Hall’s salary at the Monte Carlo 
Casino in New York was tied up by 
the action. 
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Something to That 





Si Seadler is telling about 
the bright lad who wanted 
suggestions on how to make 
passes more attractive. 

‘If they're not snappy look- 
ing enough nobody wants to 
take them,’ he whined. 
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PIONEER TRUST 
BUSTER DIES 


———_—_— 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Death of David Horsley at 
near here, 


his 
last 
from 


home in Sunland, 
Thursday (23), 
Hollywood one of 
turesque personalities and from the 
picture industry the man who was 
credited with the idea for break- 
ing the General Film Co. and Mo- 
tion Picture Patents Co. in 1914, 
when the Government ordered both 
outfits to discontinue operation in 
violation of the Sherman anti-trust 
law. 


Horsley, with his brother, Will- 
iam, organzed the Centaur Film Co. 
in Bayonne, N. J., in 1907. When 
the General Film Co. organized 
three years later, it refused to ad- 
mit Horsley to its group, claiming 
he was too small. With Carl 
Laemmle and Baumann and Kes- 
sel, he organized the independent 
producers. Laemmle started his 
Imp company, and took Horsley in 
as his partner. Later, when Uni- 
versal was organized, Horsley 
served as secretary and treasurer 
of the company until Laemmle 
bought out his interest in 1914. 


Circus Loss $400,000 


Following hs leaving Universal, 
Horsley went to England where he 
bought the famed Bostock Circus 
and brought it to Los Angeles, In 
three years of its operation he 
dropped $400,000. Turning his as- 
sets into cash, he discovered he was 
still $38,000 short of paying off. 
Since his failure in 1917, he has 
been working to pay off the debt 
and at the time of his death had 
just made a payment which re- 
duced his indebtedness to $2,300. 
For the past two years, Horsley 
had been working for the abandon- 
ment of Hollywood's ‘menace,’ the 
Mullholland dam. Latter was built 
on an earthquake fault and several 
times has cracked. Horsley had 
elaborate charts prepared to show 
what would happen to the picture 
capital if the dam ever let go. He 
succeeded in getting the attention 
of the picture interests and other 
influential people, but was always 
balked by politicians. However, 
the city finally took action and 
agreed to abandon the dam as a 
menace to the community. 


Claimed First Talker 


removes 
its most pic- 








Vaude House Reviews... 56 | 








At the time of his death, Horsley 
was planning to produce a series of 
pictures made from old films he had 
collected. He was proud of his 
idea, which he claimed was the first 
talking picture, In 1912, he made a 
single reeler with printed dialog ap- 
pearing over the heads of the play- 
ers, 

During the past few years, he 
maintained an office in Hollywood 
which was the meeting place of the 
old timers in pictures. Office was 
on the site of his Hollywood studio, 
first film plant in Hollywood, which 
he opened in 1911, with Al Christie 
as his comedy director and Tom 
Ricketts his dramatic director. 


Two Sets Save Extras 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

As an indication of what head- 
aches are in store for journeymen 
extras, studio placements dropped 
again the past week from the week 
previous, going down a hundred to 
3,994, and only that good because 
of a 1,094 day. 

Two big sets helped. One had 460 
battlers on ‘Warrior’s Husband’ at 
Fox for two days and the other 














| was 600 Penus army marchers for 
' 


‘Gavriel Over the White House’ at 
Metro. 
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WILL MAHONEY 


This week, Michigan Theatre, De- 
troit. 

The Boston “Traveler” said: 
“The audience went wild with en- 
thusiasm and the show stopped 
dead after Mr. Mahoney's perform- 
ance at the Metropolitan. Mahoney 
is a sensation and no mistake.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


PAR ABANDONS ‘SEX. 
PRIMED FOR MAE WEST 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Paramount has abandoned its 
idea of producing ‘Sex,’ the Mae 
West play. Studio has been con- 
sidering it as a vehicle for Miss 
West, but decided that critics 
would dwell on the fact that the 
show was knocked off in New York, 
thereby bringing pressure against 
its exhibiton. 
Matter of production had not 
been taken up with the Hays or- 
ganization, but studio figured that 
if title was changed it would go 
through as did ‘She Done Him 
Wrong,’ the retitled ‘Diamond Lil.’ 
William Stevens, of the Edward 
Small office, left here for New York 
last Wednesday to offer Mae West 
$100,000 to make one picture for J, 
I. Schnitzer and Sam Zierler. 
Miss West has another picture to 
make for Paramount before she 
could accept the Schnitzer-Zierler 
deal. Picture would be released 
through Radio. 


HELEN HAYES, LESLIE 
HOWARD B’WAY LEGIT 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

If a moratorium on her Metro 
film contract can be obtained, Helen 
Hayes may return to legit for one 
show under Max Gordon’s manage- 
ment. Prior to Miss Hayes’ and 
Charlie MacArthur’s sailng for New 
York Saturday (25) on the ‘Cali- 
fornia,’ she conferred with Gordon 
on the stage proposition. 

Gordon will again see Miss Hayes 
when returining to New York in 
about two weeks. The show he has 
in mind was authored by Philip 
Barry. 


























A New York report is that in ad- 
dition to Helen Hayes, Leslie How- 
ard is also wanted by Gordon for 
the same show. 





Par’s ‘Magoo’ Stars 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Frederic March and Miriam 
Hopkins will be co-starred in ‘Great 
Magoo’ by Paramount. 


SAILINGS 


March 9 (New York to Perlin) 
Jose Mojica (Dresden). 

March 4 (New York to Paris) Ed 
Perkins (Paris). 

Feb. 26 (New York to London) 
Gerald Sanger (Aquitania). 

Feb. 26 (Los Angeles to New 
York) Norma Shearer, Irving Thal- 
berg, Helen Hayes, Charles Mac- 
Arthur, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred New- 
man (California). 

Feb. 26 (Los Angeles to South- 
ampton), Edwin Loeb (Amerika). 

Feb. 25 (New York to Milan), 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Gilbert (Conte 
di Savola),. 

Feb. 25 (West Indies cruise), Oc- 
tavus Roy Cohen, M. A. Milligan, 
Louis J. Rome (Lafayette). 

Feb. 25 (New York to London), M. 
Paulsen (Majestic). 

Feb. 23 (London to New York), 
Gus Yorke, Sinclair Lewis (Ameri- 
can Farmer). 

Feb. 28 (New York to London) 

Raymond Langley (Bremen). 








Tsk, Tsk, Such Gongs On 








BUZZELL’S FINALE 


Freelance Upon Completing 
His Col. Contract 





will 





Hollywood, Feb. 27 . 
Eddie Buzzell leaves Columbia on 
completion of ‘Rules for Wives’ final 
picture under his contract. 
Buzzell has received number of 
offers from major studios but con- 
templates freelancing. 


COL BUILDING 
OWN STOCK CO. 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Casting difficulties through inabil- 
ity to get featured players from 
other studios, thereby causing pro- 
duction hold-ups and subsequent 
budget tilts will send Harry Cohn 


to New York in two weeks in an en- 
deavor to récruit stege players for 
Columbia’s stock company. Players 
will each get six months tickets at a 
small salary. Jack Curtis, agent, will 
accompany Cohn east and handle 
the negotiations with the players. 
For some time past Columbia has 
found itself on a spot when pictures 
were ready to start due to players 
figured for support parts being held 
over at other studios. Start of sev- 
eral pictures has had to be post- 
poned during the past three months 
for this reason, 

Cohn also figures that carrying 
half a dozen players under contract 
at a nominal salary will be offset 
through the studio not being forced 
to pay hold-up prices when requir- 
ing a particular player. 

Loaning price of recognized play- 
ers under contract to major studios 
is usually upped about 50%. In the 
case of Columbia, in most instances, 
a two week guarantee is demanded 
for supporting players of any repu- 
tation. Usually Columbia rarely uses 
the players for over one week. 

Possibilities of building up some 
of the new players so that Columbia 
can cash in on them also appeals to 
Cohn who had a taste of it with 
Constance Cummings whom Colum- 
bia was paying $150 weekly, and 
getting $2,000 weekly on loan. 


Par Tests Vilma Banky 
As Dietrich Successor 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Vilma Banky has been given a 
screen test in Berlin by Ike Blu- 
menthal of Paramount’s foreign de- 
partment, and may get a picture 
offer when returning here in April 
with her husband, Rod La Rocque 
Studio is interested in Miss Banky, 
along with other continental ac- 
tresses, as a possible successor to 
Marlene Dietrich, whose contract 
with Par is about to expire. 

The former Sam Goldwyn star 
has been playing in Europe, recent- 
ly appearing in an English version 
of the Universal German-made, 
‘The Rebel.’ 

















Metro Wants to Borrow 
Suspended Wynne Gibson 


Hollywood, Feb. 27, 

Jack Conway has been assigned 
to direct ‘The Ambulance Chaser,’ 
next Lee Tracy pic which starts at 
Metro in two weeks. 

Studio is trying to borrow Wynne 
Gibson from Paramount for the 
femme lead. Miss Gibson is cur- 
rently suspended from that studio 
for refusing to work in ‘Temple 
Drake.’ 


JUDGMENT AGAINST GORDON 
Los Angeles, Feb. 27, 

Judgment for $2,000 was handed 
down by a jury in Superior court in 
favor of Harry and Eileen Hallen- 
berg, in their suit for damages 
against Leon Gordon. 

Action was the outcome of an 
anto accident in which the Hallen- 
bergs were injured by a car owned 
by Gordon. Plaintiffs originally 








asked for $55,000, 


Hiring Pansies in Hollywood Has Its Draw- 
backs—Want Cretonned Dressing Rooms 


a 





Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Producers are going heavy on the 
panz stuff in current pix, despite 
the watchful eyes of the Hays of- 
fice, which is attempting to keep 
the dual-sex boys and lesbos out of 
films. 

With a ‘queer’ flash in ‘Caval- 
cade,’ attitude is that if a picture 
of that type can get away with it 
why not in the programmers. New- 
est Constance Bennett pic at Ra- 
dio, ‘Our [Betters,’) has a mauve 
character that the Hays office has 
frowned on, and same for the new- 
est Fox picture, ‘Sailor’s Luck.’ 

Paramount is this week. testing 
Jean Malin for a violetty part in ‘I 
Love That Man.’ Hollywood can’t 
understand why the test. Prize of 
all was the engaging this week by 
Fox of the ‘boys will be girls’ 
chorus that was recently in the 
BBB Cellar revue. 

Fox wanted the skirt wearing lad- 
dies for ‘Warrior’s Husband.’ First 
day on the lict there was the very 
old deuce to pay; yes, indeed, the 
boys kicked about being given the 
extra men’s dressing rooms in 
which to don their costumes. 

Eventually they were given a dis- 
robing room all to themselves, with 
cretonne on the windows, and a veri- 
table feminine touch all round, 


RAFT’S PRESS TALK TO 
SQUARE PAR WALKOUT 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Georgie Raft met the press and 
told them that he had no quarrel to 
pick with Paramount. He claimed 
that he did not wish to tell the 
studio what type pictures to make, 
but that he did not want to kill his 
own career in ‘Temple Drake,’ the 
film he walked on. 

Raft further stated that he did 
not pretend he was an actor, but 
that other contract stars and play- 
ers had disagreed with the studio 
about parts and the company gave 
in to them. He hoped that they 
would do as much for him. 

Understood that when Raft called 
the press boys he was prepared to 
shoot the works verbally but started 
to hedge on the advice of friends. 
Publicity boys, however, told him it 
was too late to crawl. 

Raft is being submitted for Eu- 
ropean stage personal appearances 
by Dick Henry of Curtis & Allen 











office. Henry represented Raft in 
vaude before the latter went pic- 
tures, 


Raft is asking $3,000 a week for 
Europe. 


‘CAT AND THE FIDDLE’ 
FOR NOVARRO, METRO 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Metro has purchased ‘Cat and 
Fiddle’ from Max Gordon for $50,- 
000. Gordon had been in treaty 
with Radio for nearly four weeks 
with the offer of $40,000 and per- 
centage. Metro deal looked better 
and was signatured by the musical 
producer. 

Present idea is to use it as a 
starring vehicle for Ramon Novarro 
this summer. Screen actor has an 
excellent voice and operatic stage 
experience. 











Jeannette MacDonald’s 
Paris Record, $52,800 


Paris, Feb. 17. 
First week cf Jeannette MacDon- 
ald’s stay at the Rex, new Haik 
theatre, established a new European 
film house higk with $52,860. House 
had previously claimed to hold the 
European high with about $41,000, 
the figure and record disputed by 
the Paris Paramount's $42,000. 
Miss MacDonald played two weeks 
to big biz at the picture house. 


Fox Seeks Outside Lead 


7 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Fox wants Helen Vincent from 
Warners for the femme lead in 
Jesse Lasky’s ‘Power and the Glory.’ 
Filming starts this week, with 





William Howard @irecting. 


f 
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Coast ‘Leggers Unload at Depresh 


Prices and Money Back Guarantee 








Hollywood, Feb. 2%. 
Wholesale reductions in bonded 


whiskeys, as well as home-made 
brands, have been put in effect by 
leggers catering to the screen col- 
ony. New price list, just issued, is 
labelled ‘1933 Depression’ schedule, 
and brings prices down to their 
lowest level since prohibition be- 
came effective. 

Imported (from Mexico) deluxe 
brands of bourbon are retailing at 
$38 by the case (24 pints) and in- 
dividual sales are at $2 a pint, three 
for $5.75. Other imported bourbon 
and rye brands are quoted three 
pints for $5, $32.50 by the case. 

Price list contains a guarantee 
as to purity, quality and represen- 
tation, with a money back offer if 
dissatisfied. Delivery service, with- 
in a 20-mile radius of downtown 
Los Angeles, is in effect daily from 
8 a.m. to 9 p.m., and two hours later 
on Saturday. For distances beyond 
the 20-mile limit, an extra charge 
of 50c for each two miles is made. 

Foresee Modification 

Local ’‘leggers are making a last 
hour stab for biz, figuring that 
modification of the Volstead act 
will be enacted by Congress within 
the next couple of months, and that 
repeal of the Eighteenth amend- 
ment is not far distant. 

Prevailing prices, as quoted, fol- 
low: 

SCOTCH 
Imported—All Brands 
B-e ékcwsevsees 
12 fifths (1 case).. 


Imported—Barreled 


% gallon 
6 gallons 


eeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeee 5.00 


se e*eeeeeee 35.00 


BOURBON 
(Imported—Deluxe Brands) 
3 pints 
24 pints (1 case) 
Imported—Other Brands 
9 pinta i .«ss seccese §88 
24 pints (1 case) ...ece 
RYE 
Imported—All Brands 
3 pints . 
24 pints (1 case) . 
BOURBON BAR 
(Own Make) 


eer ereneeeeee 


5.00 
32.50 


Ballon ccece 2.50 
gallon 
Ballons ..ceceee 


OLD COLONEL 


@eeeeseeeeer reer 


18.50 


eeeeeeneeeee 


2 fifths 
fifths (cases). 
GIN 

Brands) 


eee er een een serene 


eeerererereeee 


fifths 
fifths (1 case) 

(Own se 
gallon .. . 
gallon 
gallons 


a 
nm w 


seven eeeeeee 


1 Coeeceecccccccecs 
BS SallonB .ccceccccsessoecs 

Cordials and brandies (own 
made) range from $3 per one-half 
gallon to $20 for five gallons, Alky 
(190 proof) priced at $3 per one- 
half gallon, $20 per five gallon tin. 


EX-N. Y. ASST. D. A. 








INTO PIC PRODUCTION 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Howard Spellman, formerly an 
assistant district attorney in New 
York, is the new production aide to 
B. P. Schulberg at Paramount. He 
fills the berth vacated by Erwin 
Gelsey. 
Spellman 
Schulberg 


the 
since 


been around 
unofficially 


has 
office 


selling the producer his original 
story, ‘On Probation,’ which is based 
on his experiences around New York 
courts 


Clara Bow Brings Twin 


Cousins from B’klyn pany idea 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Returning from her European 
trip today, Clara Bow brings her 
twin cousins, John and Lillian Bow, 
of Brooklyn, 
Actress will put the youngsters in 


then take them to her 


the summer, 


school here, 


ranch for 


Reforming Oakie 


It took a woman to get Jack 
Oakie to discard his sweat 
shirt and sport shoes. Ever since 
Peggy Hopkins Joyce got ac- 
quainted with him, and began 
to carry him in her social en- 





tourage, Jack has been all 
dressed up. 

Wears a derby hat, spats, 
white collar, ete. 

(From ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood 
Bulletin). 
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JOCK WHITNEY 
ANGELING PIX 


John Jay ‘Jock’ Whitney is re- 
ported the financial backer of a 
bullfight picture to be produced by 
Ernest Hemingway, author, and 
Lewis Milestone. Hemingway who 
would write the story has been dis- 
cussing it in the east with Mile- 
stone. Young Whitney is a personal 
friend of Hemingway’s. 

Sidney Franklin, who was with 
Eddie Cantor in ‘Kid From Spain,’ 
is in mind for the picture. 

It will be made abroad, probably 
around San Sebastian, Spain, from 
plans, with a Hollywood crew taken 
over when picture is ready to go in 
production some time this summer. 
Franklin is sailing shortly for the 
spring bullfighting season and will 
remain in Europe until the pro- 
posed picture, if not falling through, 
is completed. 








Income Tax Arrears 
Cancel $8,000 Paris 
Bookings for Negri 


Pola Negri's income tax trouble, 
over which the U. S. Government 
twice restrained her from sailing for 
Europe last week, may cost her 
$8,000 in foreign stage bookings. 
Miss Negri was booked for two 
weeks at $4,000 each at the Rex, 
Paris, a picture house, commencing 
March 3. 


The ‘Bremen,’ which left New 
York Thursday (23) was the last 


boat that could have delivered the 
Polish film name to Paris in time. 
Attempt is being made by Miss 
Negri’s agent, William Morris office, 
to have the Paris bookings deferred 
to a later date. 
Miss Negri is said to owe the 
government around $80,000 from 
past earnings in America. She ar- 
ranged to »ay off at the rate of $750 
a week some time ago, but was re- 
ported to have defaulted after the 
first installment. Outside of one 
picture for Radio and some vaude 
and picture house bookings Miss 
Negri hasn't been as active this time 
as in previous trips to this country. 
If the Paris dates are to be 
played at all, a final settlement with 
Uncle Sam wili have to be made by 
Miss Negri tefore she can sail. 


Metro’s Film Stock Into 








TALKERS GREATE 
SHARP Thales 


a 


Eric Pommer on Films— 
Differences of Tempera- 
ment and Conditions Fig- 
ure as Importantly as the 
Linguistic Limitations— 
Contrast of Nationalistic 
Emotions Also Figures 


THE FOREIGN SLANT 


By Cecelia Ager 


The European and American ple- 
ture markets are two separate fields, 
each demanding its own specialized 
product. The average American talk- 
ing picture is no more suitable for 
European audiences than the average 
European picture is suitable to 
American tastes. Specials alone, be- 
cause they have a big story, a big 
thought behind them, a universal 
theme, can transcend national 
boundaries. Specials only have in- 
ternational appeal. 

The average picture, whether 
made in America or Europe, should 
consider only its home market, must 
be content with the returns from its 
own country. The vast difference 
between public taste in Europe and 
America makes the hope for inter- 
national appeal in the average pic- 
ture necessarily futile, says Eric 
Pommer. 

There is first the difference in 
languages to prevent an imported 
picture’s success on both continents. 
Dubbing of American films in for- 
eign languages is as unsatisfactory 
as superimposing American titles on 
European language films, when it 
come to attracting the general pub- 
lic, believes Mr. Pommer. Pictures 
seeking an international market 
must be made in three separate ver- 
sions, English, French, and German, 
and only for special pictures is the 
production budget Iarge enough to 
permit it. 

Mr. Pommer points out the dif- 
ference, too, in the present social 
order which denies the average pic- 
ture like success in Europe and 
America, Germany for 10 years 
now has been struggling with eco- 
nomic necessity, suffering unem- 
ployment and privation, unfavorable 
economic conditions which are com- 
paratively new to America. The 
German public, submitting so long 
to stark depression, wants its 

(Continued on page 41) 


JOW U.S. AND EUROPE DI 


V. IRIETY 


FFER 











+ 


Exclusive Territorial Rights for Mex 
Divorce Biz Sold to U. S. Promoters 





Heartless 


Hollywood, Feb. 2%. 

With the economic wave on 
in studios, the freelance press 
agents are squawking. They 
claim that the photo mailers 
which formerly lay around on 
desks in the publicity depart- 
ments, are now kept under 
lock and key, and counted out 
when needed for official busi- 
ness only. 

So now they have to buy 
their own containers. 
—From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood 

Bulletin. 


KATZ ANGLE IN 
SQUAWK? 


ee 











Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Production on Marx Bros.’ ‘Grass- 
hoppers’ at Paramount has been 
suspended for a few days while the 
script takes another recess in the 
scenario department. Needs con- 
siderable revision, 

Meanwhile the Marx quartet is 
jamming with Par on terms, ask- 
ing for a new deal and at the same 
time entering strenuous objection 
to switching from Paramount Pub- 
lix to Paramount Productions, 

No loss is entailed through the 
stoppage since no staff or cast had 
yet been assigned to the production 
which originally had been slated for 
April 1, 

Inside reports ascribe the Marx’s 
reluctance to a desire to get en- 
tirely out of their Paramount obli- 
gation to be free to hook with Sam 
Katz, who has been after them, 
Katz's idea is to get six strong 
stars to make two productions each 
over the year. In the interims they 
would be used in stage productions 
to be staged for Katz by Sam H. 
Harris and Max Gordon, 

Deal on which it is said Sam Katz 
and the Four Marx Bros. have 
agreed calls for a 50% of the gross 
rentals on picture to be made with 
the Marxes, Katz would personally 
finance the production, with the 
50-50 split on distribution return to 
the Marx quartet in lieu of salary. 

It is expected that a Marx picture 
will be the first turned out by Katz, 
if and when his producing plans are 
formulated. 





Pic Eds Shy from Hollywood 





Loads of Syndicate Stuff Hold Scribes to 


Once a Year Trip to Studios 





Hollywood, Feb. 26. 

Despite Hollywood's opinion of its 
importance, only a dozen newspa- 
pers in the United States consider 
the picture colony hot enough copy 
to send their dramatic or picture 
editors out here with any degree of 
regularity for first hand informa- 
tion. Once each year, or there- 





| abouts, the scribes trip out to Holly- | 


| 
| 


Holly Blvd. Legit Stand 


Feb 
is personally 
purchase of 
ipitan theatres and property 
Hollywood with report 
Metro will try out their stock c: 
in this hous¢e 


Holly wood, 27. 
Louis B. Mayer 


gotiating for the 


ne- 


sm- 


Dick ent Vamps 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Richard Bennett, claiming » I 
very ill, hopped aboard the S. & 
|Santa Elisa and sailed for Ce l 
‘America Sunday 


| 


the | 


that | 


wood, gather sufficient 


last them for several months, meet 


material to} came a 
;} and 


the celebs and would-be important | 


a rattler for their 


ones and grab 
home towns. 
On the twelvemonth visiting list 
are Eileen Creelman of the N. Y 
Sun,’ Harry Niemeyer of the St.| 
Louis ‘Post Dispatch,’ Wood Soanes | ¢ 
of the Oakland ‘Tribune,’ Richard 
Ha of the Seattle Times,’ Jack 
Moffitt of the Kansas City ‘Star,’ 
Cla La Belle of the San Fran- 
i » ‘News,’ George Warren of the 
San Francisco ‘Chronicle,’ and Haze] 
Fivnn of the Chicago ‘fxaminer.’ | 
B re going into the Fox studio 
I department, Harry Brund- 
erly dramatic editor of the 


7 


} 


St. Louis ‘Star-Times,’ was a yearly 

visitor. 
Infrequent 

are Harold 


visitors to the coast 
Heffernan of the De- 
troit ‘News,’ Harold Cohen of the 
Pittsburgh ‘Gazette,’ and Sidney 
Skolsky, columnist on the N. Y. 
‘Daily News.’ Latter came out here 
for three weeks last fall, remained 
for three months and almost be- 
native son, going hatless 
picking up some other Holly- 
wood hooey. 
During baseball’s 
essions, several sports 
and usually 
picture stuff. 


writers 


spring training 
Ww riters m ike 
the coast 


Among thé 


Harry Salsinger 


pages of 
sport 
f the 


are 


mon Rur yon, 


+ 


bat out a few} 


i = . ; iw 
Detroit ‘News,’ Francis Pow- | 





Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

Newest wrinkle in the Mexican di- 
vorce racket is the selling of ex- 
clusive territory tn the United 
States to persons who wish to rep- 
resent the various states below the 
border which are in competition for 
mail order divorce business, 

With Hollywood figured as a bon- 
anza field, Pacific coast rights to 
represent Salvador Franco Urias, 
ex-senator of Mexico and father of 
the Chihuahua divorce law, were 
bought by two Texans and a local 
insurance broker, who have opened 
offices here in their quest for Cal- 
ifornia hitch-hurdling gold. 


According to Eliss B. Bell, the 
front man, they are going in the 


divorce game in a wholesale man- 
ner to try to offset the mail-order 
strides made here by the states of 
Sonora and Morelos, 

Ties Cut in 48 Hours 

He says it is an asset to represent 
Senator Urias, who makes his head- 
quarters in Juarez and can put an 
uncontested divorce through the 
mills in 48 hours and a contested di- 
vorce in 30 days. In neither case, 
it is explained, is ft necessary for 
the parties to appear. 

Calling themselves the Interna- 
tional Lawyers, the trio have ads in 
one of the dailies promising those 
who answer it a pamphlet on Mexi- 
can divorces. Those calling at the 
office for a divorce are told that 50% 
of the fee is necessary as a re- 
tainer and the remainder when the 
split is granted. 

Bliss figures the newspaper re- 
sponses only chicken feed and ad- 
mits that they are aiming for bigger 
game in Hollywood, He talks of 
fees of $5,000 to $10,000 from pic- 
ture colony clients against the $150 
charged the more plebeian split 
seekers, 


Chico Vs. Ely Bridge 
Battle of Century; 
$25,000 the Side? 


That almost bridge contest be- 
tween the Culbertsons and Chico 
and Harpo Marx has now gone be- 
yond the publicity stages, and has 
the two sides calling each other 
names, 

Ely Culbertson’s latest comeback 
is that he doesn’t play the game for 
money but he will, however, play 
for $25,000 a side, to be donated to 
charity. 

‘He doesn’t play for money,’ re- 
torts Chico Marx,’ then how about 
that $100 check I won from him a 
few months ago in New York?’ 

Chico really does know the ad- 
vanced game and he takes it seri- 
ously, despite the kidding and rib- 
bing of the other three brothers. 








METRO’S MUSICAL WITH 
SCHNOZ, WYNN, PEARL 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Warner studio is burning as re- 


sult of Metro’s intention to resur- 
rect ‘Hollywood Revue’ for a 1933 
edition. WB figured itself first on 
retry on mugicals by announcing 
‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ and wonders 
if Metro is trving to steal its fire. 
While it may be a close race on 
release, WB believes it will win out, 
though not expecting to get ‘Gold 

Diggers’ into theatres until July. 
Metro will not be able to begin 
l‘Hollvwood Revue’ for some time 
yef, yy Vinge to Wwe it f r some of its 
which includes Ed Wynn, 

lim D inte and Jat Pearl. 


H ly rwood, Fe b 27. 
Bill Perlbergs (Biiiie Brox) 
mpting a baby which will 
1" here from New York. A sis- 
r of Mrs. Perlberg will bring the 
int ross the country, 
Youngster is a redhead. 
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fine ‘Chronicle’ Show Venture 
For Self-Ballyhoo Burning Local 


Showmen Even Tho Stunt Flivved 


San Francisco, Feb, 27. 
Aggravated burn which local the- 
atremen have been nursing against 
the daily ‘Chronicle’ for its recent 


benefit show racket, has been some- 
what abated by flop which the 
sheet’s Washington Birthday show 
did at the Civic auditorium. 

What aroused the ire of show- 
men more than anything else is the 
fact that after they had refused 
co-operation to ‘Chronicle,’ the pa- 
per made a deal with the Wampas 
for the °33 stars of that organiza- 
tion. It was interpreted that the 
daily got the picture industry to 
run competition to threatres play- 
ing its own product. 

In chronological order, what hap- 
pened was that the paper made a 
deal with the foreign war vets for 
a big carnival. Paper got two 
breaks. First, it built up circula- 
tion by promoting a Pageant Queen 
contest, winner to be selected by 
number of subscriptions she secured. 
Second, it again put ‘Chronic’ in 
solid with those vets who were mad 
because sheet recently opposed bonus 
payments, 

After the daily had made its vets’ 
contact, publication execs ap- 
proached theatres to supply talent 
gratis. Houses couldn't see that, 
claiming biz was bad enough to 
supply competish for themselves. 
So ‘Chronic’ sent its theatre editor, 
George Warren, to Hollywood where 
he lined up Tom Bailey, Wampas 
prez, and latter secured the '33 
Baby Wampas Stars. 

Theatres delivered ar ultimatum 
to the paper that if it wanted ad- 
vertising support there had better 
be some breaks dealt out. So the 
sheet permitted Wampas stars to 
make four appearances on Washing- 
ton’s Birthday, two at RKO’s Gold- 
en Gate, two at Fox’s Warfield. 

By that time the Wampas stars’ 
draw had been sadly diminished, 
and by the time an honor dinner 
had been completed, many stars 
failed to show at the ‘benefit’ and 
attendance was pretty poor. 

Stars stayed over for another day, 
making two appearances for Fox 
Orpheum, Oakland, and at Shrine 
luncheoua here. ‘Chronicle’ footed all 
bills, including Lotel, transportation 
and meals, and dropped about $2,500 
on the whole deal. 

Theatre men have determined to 
keep one resolution, made even be- 
for this deal started—no free acts 
to other shows, and no benefits. 


Coast Hotels Scramble 
For Pic Name Personals 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

With every local hotel of any im- 
portance using a press agent, 
there is considerable competition 
among the craft for film name ap- 
pearances at the night spots. New- 
est gag is to throw free feeds and 
blowouts for the celebs. 

Picture mob are going for the 
free stuff, overlooking the angle 
that by doing so they are playing 
personal appearances for nothing. 
Back of the generosity is space in 
the papers, and a comeon for the 
hinterlanders to spend a little coin 
and see a celeb at play. 











Par Options Ruggles, 
Drops, Adds Writers 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Henry Meyers, New York play- 
wright, who is working on ‘Bed- 
time Story’ for Chevalier at Para- 
mount, is out. Gene Markey has 
been added to the staff there to 
work on ‘Eagle And the Hawk’. 
Paramount also took up option for 
another six months on Charles Rug- 
gles, two months ahead of option. 





Star Twice Married 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Betty Balfour, English picture 
star now here visiting Jimmy 
Campbell, songwriter and music 
publisher, states they were married 
twice, once in England and again 
here when Campbell’s divorce de- 
cree became final Feb. 14. 

Campbell is here writing a mu- 
sical picture, 

» "y r %.U¢ ‘ 


+ 





Corrigan Settles Fox 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Refusing to take a second layoff 
of four weeks after taking one of 
that period, Lloyd Corrigan made a 
settlement with Fox and left the lot. 
Former Paramount writer went to 
Fox to direct ‘Giant Swing,’ but 
when this story was shelved he was 
put to work preparing scripts. 


ANTI- RAIDING 
PACT DEEMED 
WORTHLESS 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Indications are that the produc- 
ers’ agreement is now a scrap of 


paper with producers charging each 
other with double crossing and vio- 
lation of the agreement in raiding 
contract acting, writing, directing 
and executive talent. Academy is 
now stepping in with the hope of 
alleviating a condition described by 
the Academy as guerrilla warfare. 
Pact has six months to run, but is 
now virtually in the waste basket. 
Ineffectuality of the agreement is 
said to have caused the resignation 
of Edwin Loeb, who stepped out of 
his $50,000 a year berth as arbiter of 
the pact. 

Academy in compiling reports of 
contracts signed since the agree- 
ment was made found sufficient evi- 
dence to prove that virtually all stu- 
dios have been guilty of violations 
of the agreement, it is said. 
Evidence will be used in further 
inquiries with the hope that some 
code of ethics or system might be 
created to halt the asserted double- 
dealing. In this regard a series of 
hearings are to be held with all 
studio heads and others involved 
summoned for testimony, 


IWW ADMITS ACTIVELY 
ORGANIZING EXTRAS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 


Theodore Vaughn, local delegate, 
has admitted to ‘Variety’ that the 
Industrial Workers of the World is 
active in organizing extras and 
other crafts in the motion picture 
studios. 

Initiation fee for the recruits, 
Vaughn said, is $1, with a 60c. a 
month slapped on for dues. 

















Contract and Walks | 





Jeanette’s Top Tunes 





| 


| Cast opposite Chevalier, 
| Dennis King and Jack Bu- 
|] chanan, Jeanette MacDonald's 
|| vocal opportunities in screen 
operettas have been outstand- 
ing. That is to say probably 
no one in musical comedy, and 
certainly not in pictures, has 

ever fallen heir to the succes- 

sion of hit tunes given Miss 

MacDonald to sing for the 
screen. 

Starting with ‘Dream Love,’ 
and ‘March of the Grenadiers’ 

in ‘The Love Parade,’ a recap- 
itulation of some of the mel- 
odies given Miss McDonald to 
introduce disclose ‘Beyond the 
Blue Horizon,’ ‘Always in All 
Ways,’ ‘Trimmin’ the Wimmen’ 
(duet), ‘Give Me a Moment 
Please’ from ‘Monte Carlo,’ 
‘Isn't It Romantic’ and ‘Love 
Me Tonight,’ from ‘Love Me 
Tonight;’ ‘We'll Always Be 
Sweethearts’ and ‘One Hour 
with You,’ from ‘One Hour 
with You;’ ‘Only a Rose’ and 
‘Some Day’ from ‘Vagabond 
King.’ 

Incidentally, so many of her 
songs have been sung from a 
bed that facetious tin pan al- 
ley boys call Miss McDonald 
the ‘boudoir warbler.’ 














ROBESON’S $30,000 TO 
FILM ‘EMPEROR JONES’ 


Filmchoice has signatured Paul 
Robeson for the title role in ‘Em- 
peror Jones’ and is negotiating 
with Dudley Digges to handle the 
Smithers part. Robeson is under- 
stood to be getting $30,000 on a six- 
week filming basis, 

Proposal is to start actual pro- 
duction within the next three 
weeks. Shooting probably at the 
former Paramount Astoria studios, 
though not definitely set, with an 
outside possibility the film may be 
made on the coast, 

Dudley Murphy, who will meg, 
has also helped adapt the scenario 
from the- Eugene O'Neill play, with 
O’Neill officially okaying the script 
before shooting begins. 


Gilbert Miller’s First 
For Col. Prod. in Eng. 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Gilbert Miller will make his first 
picture for Columbia in England. 
English story has been bought and 
Leslie Howard will be starred. 
Harry Cohn will probably go there 
this summer while Miller is pro- 
ducing. 














Evelyn Brent in Vaude 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

Evelyn Brent and Harry Fox open 
a vaude tour at the Orpheum, 
Omaha, Mar. 3, Joey DeBard is 
also in the act. 

Sam Walsh, formerly of the Bally- 
hoo night club here, replaced Fox 
as m.c. at Sebastian’s Cotton Club. 








Warner Brothers faces a crisis 
this week and its board of directors 
today (28) will have to decide 
whether to conserve assets and con- 
front immediate receivership or to 
pay interest of $1,100,000 on deben- 
tures and continue the present con- 
trol of the organization. There was 
every indication yesterday (Mon- 
day) afternoon that the interest will 
be paid March 1. In fact, in certain 
executive circles, confidence was ex- 
pressed that the session of the di- 
rectorate would be a formality. 

Cash assets of the Warner organ- 
ization are about the same as they 
were reported in the first quarterly 
statement, around $2,500,000 it was 
declared, 


Throughout the Warner organiza- 
tion confidence is generally mani- 
fested that the Brothers will be 
among film companies in the busi- 
ness to weather the depression. 
Only a few weeks ago Warners 
revealed its stand against receiver- 
ship. Then the statements were 
made that WB had no apprehension 
about receivership. 














Warner Bros, Will Pay $1,100,000 
Interest and Dodge Complications 





2 Want Musical’s Screen 
Rights; Also June Knight 


Either Universal or Radio may 
turn ‘Take a Chance’, current New 
York musical, into a picture. Both 
companies have opened negotiations 
with Leo Morrison, who represents 
Schwab & De Sylva on deals. 

Universal is also interested in 
getting June Knight from the show. 
Three months ago U offered her a 
picture contract. 


Frank Conroy to Metro 


Resigning from the ‘Criminal At 
Large’ (Broadway legit) cast, Frank 
Conroy left for the Coast Sunday 
(26) to join Metro. He has been 
signed under a three months’ con- 
tract, with options, at a reported 
$750 weekly. 

Conroy’s previous picture experi- 
ence was in ‘Possessed’ for Metro 
and ‘Royal Family’ for Par. New 
deal was negotiated for him by Joe 
Rivkin, Leo Morrison’s eastern rep- 
resentative, 











Chaplin in Production 
Again in Two Months 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

| Charles Chaplin has been inter- 
|viewing technical people and mak- 
ing other preparations with the ob- 
ject of starting a feature in two 
months. 

Chaplin has two stories, a comedy 
and a drama, but has not decided 
which to produce, Comedian plans 
to direct the drama which will be a 
silent. Comedy might star himself. 
In this case it would be silent. 


PAR’S UNUSUAL 
3D WEEK FOR 
MAE WEST 


An outstanding draw at the Para- 














mount, N, Y., on her two weeks’ en- 
gagement there and currently at 
Brooklyn Paramount setting up a 
new attendance record, Mae West 


with her picture, ‘She Done Him 
Wrong,’ is being brought back to 
the Broadway house for a return 
date. Show intact after closing a 
week in Brooklyn Thursday (2) 
night, comes back to the New York 
Par for Friday (3). 

It’s the first time a complete show 
has been brought back for a repeat 
date. None of the first-run houses, 
once letting an engagement end, 
hasn't even given a picture attrac- 
tion a booking of this kind. 

Prior to decision yesterday (Mon- 
day) to give the West show a third 
week, Publix had been considering 
a repeat run of a week or more at 
the Rialto, which is closed. 

Miss West and her picture brought 
the New York Par close to $122,000 
on a stay of 15 days, and this week 
in Brooklyn she will do around $52,- 
000, equalling the gross of Eddie 
Cantor and George Jessel during 
Christmas week, Cantor and Jessel 
set up a new attendance record, but 
at that gross there was a holiday 
and holiday prices to help, 

Over across the bridge, the sex 
girl is outdrawing Ed Wynn (at 
Metropolitan) more than two to one. 
Wynn, with ‘Ladies They Talk 
About’ (WB) on screen, will not do 
over $27,000. 

Miss West's salary is $5,500 with 
a split over $55,000 in New York and 
a split in Brooklyn over $42,000. 

Return New York engagement of 
the West show is made possible 
through willingness of RKO to wait 
for the picture for its New York 
houses. While originally ‘She Done 
Him Wrong’ would have gone into 
the Mayfair, through RKO’s walk on 
the lease in that house it will prob- 
ably go into the Palace and day- 
and-date in RKO neighborhoods. 

On top of the New York date, 
Miss West and her flicker go to 
Chicago to play a week at B. & K’s 
Chicago, opening March 10. Follow- 
ing that Miss West is scheduled to 
return to the coast to make another 
picture for Par, 

As a result of the third N. Y. 
week, Publix sets back ‘Woman Ac- 
cused’ (Par) and an all-star radio 
show to March 10. This is the sec- 
ond postponement for ‘Accused.’ 





Fox Thumbs Down on 
Jig Saw Co-operation 


Hollywood, Feb. 27, 


There'll be no capitalizing on 
screen names to promote the sale 
of jig-saw puzzles so far as Fox is 
concerned. An order has been just 
issued prohibiting co-operation with 
the manufacturers of the cut-out 
brain twisters. 

Fox execs figure the jig-saw as a 
theatre competitor. 





U’s Whale Loan 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Universal has loaned James Whale 
to Metro for the directorial assign- 
ment on ‘The Fountain.’ 
This will be one of the produc- 
tions under the supervision of David 





Q. Selznick. 


Fox Resists 6.7. Suitto Void Deal 
For Millions in Film Co. Transfer 


. 


Wilmington, Feb. 27. 


William Fox, through All Con. 
tinent, his subsid., answered charges 
of U. 8. Senator Daniel O. Hastings, 
receiver for General Theatres in the 
Chancery Covyrt action to recover 
$2,300,000 of Gen. Theatres notes 
turned into All Continent by Wil- 
liam Fox, and to recover payments 
already made on the notes. 

The notes were in settlement with 
Fox of an agreement between him 
and Harley Clarke, Gen. Theatres 
president, under which G.T. was to 
use its best offices to obtain for 
Wm. Fox up to 10% of Fox Film or 
Fox Theatres in any underwriting 
by G.T. of those shares. This was 
in addition to 10% Fox was to get 
as a flat agreement. The arrange- 
ment was incidental to the $15,000,- 
000 sale by Wm. Fox of Fox Thea- 
tres and Fox Film to General Thea- 
tres. 

Complaint of Gen. Theatres 
charged Albert Greenfield, retained 
by G.T. to make the settlement with 
Fox, also had an agreement with 
Fox, thereby standing to cash in 
on both ends. The answer includes 
an affidavit by Greenfield in which 
he denies concealing this arrange- 
ment from Gen. Theatres. yreen- 
field was to get 10% of the settle- 
ment from Fox, esides his fee 
from Gen. T. The 10% was $300,- 
000, a G.T. note for which, Green- 
field says, Fox handed him while 
Clarke was in the room. Greenfie'd 
claims Clarke wanted to settle in 
cash because G.T. was operating in 
the market with a syndicate to sell, 
and a block of shares issued to Fox 
might prove embarrassing. Wm. 
Fox, in a separate affidavit, sup- 
ported this position. Jreenfield’s 
$300,000 G.T. note is now held by 
the Philadelphia National Bank and 
the G.T. receiver's petition asks it 
be voided. 

Fox demanded the additional 10% 
participation in Fox Film Class A 
stock in May, 1930, three months 
after the $15,000,000 sale to G.T., 
but G.T. claimed he was entitled 
only to the first 10%, or 160,000 
shares. G.T. bought the stock from 
Fox at $30 a share April 18, 1930, 
when it was being quoted around 
$20 on the market. During the three 
months, however, it rose above $30, 
when Fox claimed his shares at the 
lower level. Greenfield entered at 
this point to make the $2,800,000 
cash settlement with Fox, which 
G.T. now claims was improper be- 
cause of Greenfield’s two-way con- 
nection. 





A recent decision by Federal 
Judge Kilpatrick in Philadelphia in 
favor of A. C. Blumenthal against 
Albert Greenfield, of the same city, 
for $150,000 may have a bearing on 
the suit against William Fox by 
General Theatres, which is pending 
in Wilmington Federal courts. Wil- 
liam Fox is in Florida, but through 
counsel has filed affidavits denying 
the G. T. E. allegations entirely. 

In the Blumey suit against Green- 
field, which happens to be related 
to the G. T. E. versus All Conti- 
nental, to more than ordinary de- 
gree, Blumey sought to recover half 
the commission received by Green- 
field in the 1930 deal, by which lox 
sold his stock to the Clarke inter- 
ests. It was Blumey’s contention 
that he paid Greenfield half of the 
$500,000 commission that Blumen- 
thal received in the original Fox- 
Loew matter. 

Blumey claimed he had an ar- 
rangement with Greenfield whereby 
the latter in turn was to divide any- 
thing he (Greenfield) might receive 
with Blumey. 

Greenfield admitted receiving 
$250,000 from General Theatres as 
commission for bringing about the 
settlement whereby Wm. Fox got the 
$2,800,000 concession from G. T. E., 
but claimed this was for a 10% in- 
terest he held in the financing with 
Fox. However, Judge Kilpatrick in 
the Federal court at Philadelphia 
held that the money Greenfield re- 
ceived from G. ™. E. did not so rep- 
resent any 10% interest, and or- 
dered a division of the amount with 
Blumey. 


PARIS AS INTERLUDE 
Grace Poggi, Goldwyn contractee, 
sails this week for Paris to open 
March 10 at Ciro’s (cafe) for two 
weeks On a William Morris booking. 
Miss Poggi, who was in ‘Kid From 
Spain,’ has a year to go with Gold- 
wyn. Contract is being set back for 





\the Paris time allowance. 
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Fox West Coast in Voluntary 
Bankruptcy, Chas Skouras Revr.; 


Separate Subsids for Theatres 


4 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Voluntary petition in bankruptcy 


was filed by Fox West Coast The- 
atres, a California corporation, be- 
fore U. S. District Judge William 
P. James this (27) morning, with 
Charles Skouras appointed receiver 
under bond of $150,000. 

Charles A. Bucktey, v.p. of Fox 
West Coast, presented the petition 
upon authorization by the board of 
directors, stating that the corpora- 
tion owed provable debts which it 
was unable to pay in full, and, for 
the benefit of creditors, asks F-WC 
permission take relief through the 
congressional act. 

No schedules filed by Attorneys 
O'Melveny, Tuller & Myers. 

On Saturday some unknown per- 
gon attached all bank accounts of 
Fox West Coast in various institu- 
tions around Los Angeles’ with 
orders going out Saturday night for 
all theatres to conserve their cash 
and bring in to home office and not 
deposit. 

It’s understood here that about 
35 are included in this group with 
the other houses operated by the 
company being in the new Fox Cali- 
fornia corporation and in 26 sepa- 
rate subsidiary organizations. 

Petition states three factors are 
responsible for filing. First, high 
rentals based on conditions of sev- 
eral years ago. Large purchase 
contracts by circuit and theatre and 
general reduction prices in admis- 
sions. 

Receiver states a number of the- 
atres will be closed which is to be 
decided by him and trustee who will 
be appointed by court. Forty houses 
will be affected by bankruptcy. 

Fox West Coast owns the stock 
fn the Fox California Theatres and 
26 other corporations organized re- 
cently with receiver declaring they 
will not be directly affected by the 
bankruptcy. 

Capitalization of Fox West Coast 
is $3,000,000 with $2,000,000 out- 
standing in stock issued. Likely 
Alfred E. Wright, attorney for Fox 
Film Corp., will be appointed trus- 
tee. 7 


Until the bankruptcy adjudica- 
tion, no referee will be appointed 
by the court at present, according 


to Buckley, v.p. and attorney. Only 
40 theatres are involved. Unable 
to tell just which houses they are 
on account of confusion with sub- 
letting of theatre leases by Fox 
West Coast to subsidiary corpora- 
tions. It’s officially stated that the 
houses taken over from United Ar- 
tists Corp. here and Paramount in 
San Francisco are not included in 
bankruptcy. Only house known 
definitely is the Boulevard here 
where F-WC maintains its execu- 
tive offices. 


B&K WILL FITE 
RECEIVERSHIP 





Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Balaban & Katz will fight receiv- 
ership petition filed 
Davis, attorney for Rose Philbrook, 
who owns a $1,000 bond. Although 
a big deficit for 1932 is expected to 
be reported in April, B&K claims 
relatively good position. 

Through their domination of Chi- 
cago and freedom from opposition, 
the company has a better chance to 
fight its way through. However, 
serious fiscal troubles for B&K 
would possibly drag down the whole 
motion picture structure in Chicago, 
of which 35 B&K houses is the 
foundation. 

The chief Philbrook allegation is 
the purchase of Great States’ stock 
at a high figure, jeopardizing the 
value of the bonds. 

Hearing set for today (Mon.) was 
put over to Thursday (2) at 10 a. m, 
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Kent on Costs 





In a statement in which he 
confirmed the Fox West Coast 
Theatres bankruptey and in 
which he attributed the same 
largely to the refusal of land- 
lords and bondholders to co- 
operate, S. R. Kent declared: 

‘Coming as it does right at 
the front door of Hollywood, 
it should bring forcibly to the 
attention of the studio forces 
the necessity for a sharp re- 
adjustment of costs. 

‘It should demonstrate un- 
mistakably to Hollywood that 
no branch of this industry can 
remain aloof from present eco- 
nomic pressure and that costs 
and operations can no longer 
continue on a pre-depression 
basis, but must be adjusted 
downward to confirm with ex- 
isting conditions.’ 


No Shooting 
Until Scripts 
Completed, MG 


Culver City, Feb. 27. 

Under an edict from Louis B. 
Mayer, no film is to go into produc- 
fon at Metro until the script is com- 
pleted and okayed by Maver. This is 
to halt the stopping of filming dur- 
ing production to revise script after 
it has been found that the stories 
are incomplete. 

Such practices have been recent 
on several films, particularly ‘Ras- 
putin,’ ‘Hell Below’ and ‘White Sis- 
ters.’ This stopping of production, 
according to Mayer, has been far too 
costly, especially on ‘Rasputin,’ 
which was in the filming process 24 
weeks, 

First pictures to go in under the 
new rule are Walter Wanger's ‘Gab- 
riel Over the White House’ and Lu- 
cien Hubbard's ‘Made on Broadway,’ 
also ‘Soviet.’ 











PAR KNOCKS SHOOTING 
TIME DOWN TO 16 DAYS 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Shooting schedule of 16 days, the 
shortest yet for a feature at Para- 
mount, has been set for ‘Dead 
Reckoning,’ B. P. Schulberg picture. 

Reduced time is in line with the 
economy plan at studio to save on 
pictures while in production. 


Sheldon Stays at Par 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

E. Lloyd Sheldon, who had re- 
signed from an associate producer's 
berth at Paramount, and expected 
to go to Fox in a similar capacity, 
changed his mind. 

He signed a new contract Friday 
(24), and will continue as a.p. His 
new agreement will go into effect 
after he has taken a short vacation. 














Pan East on Theatres 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Alexander Pantages is scheduled 
to leave for New York today (Tues.) 
to determine the future status of 
the houses which the RKO- 
Orpheum-Western group took over 
from him several years ago. 

Pan's attorneys have been in con- 
ference with H. B. Franklin on the 
matter, 
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REORGS. FIRST 











BEFORE MERGER 


Fox-RKO _ Situation Ana- | 
lyzed — RCA’s Possible | 
Write-Off on RKO—Par 

Also Spoken Of—Men-| 


tioning Fox and Warners 
Again 





BUT IT’S UP TO BANKS 





There'll be reorganizations first | 
and mergers afterward, if at all. | 
That’s Wall Street’s dictum. Thus 
all the inside confabbing among) 
company execs with one another as 
to possible combinations presently 
gets a definite tabu. Filmdom’s 
house has got to be put in order 
first before merger’s come 
about. That means reorganization 
on a wide and individual company 
scale. 

Wall Street’s thought is that 
eventually RCA may have to write 
down the RKO thing but in the re- 
sulting process, it’s expected that 
the various film companies which 
will have emerged from the re- 
ceiverships will get some piece of 
what’s left of RKO. 


In this turn of events Fox film 
may take up the RKO studio Jots 
while others will share on the the- 
atre end. It’s what Wall Street 
prognosticates; which means that 
it’s all being planned this way by 
certain interests. Whether the plans 


(Continued on page 67) 


RKO Refuses MG's 
$2,000,000 Offer 


will 





For Selznick Pix 


Hollywood, Feb, 27. 


Short of product and with David 
O, Selznick now on the lot, Myron 
Selznick, as agent for Metro, offered 
RKO-Radio $2,000,000 for five of the 
last six pictures made by his brother 
while executive producer at Radio. 

B. B. Kahane turned down the of- 
fer cold although the amount offered 
was $800,000 over the production cost 
of the pictures. Those which Metro 
wanted for release were ‘King Kong,’ 
‘Christopher Strong,’ ‘Sweepings,’ 
‘Topaze’ and ‘The Great Jasper.’ 

Understood that Metro figured on 
taking over these pictures to con- 
vince exhibitors of the quality of 
product turned out by Selznick and 
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WALL STREET DOPES IT OUT 





Matter of Financing Deemed 


Biggest Barrier to New Major 
Film Orgs. for Next 2 Years 


With an 


within the trade that the film indus- 





impression prevailing 


A Frankenstein? 
afforded greater 
major companies 


try never oppor- 


tadio’s Ely Culbertson bridge Pe ! 
tunities for new 


shorts are meeting with con- bi . ‘ 
siderable disfavor in coast than rere the subject of capitaliza- 
show circles where it is pointed tion is proving the great barrier. 

At the earliest, film overseers, in 


out that the company is merely 
building up a Frankenstein. 

The claim is that by teach- 
ing and furthering interest in 
bridge, the pictures are only 
instructing people what to do 
in order to stay away from 
theatres. 


Blumey’s Boston 
Fox Attachment 
May Be Contempt 


Process servers of the Federal 
Court in New York are on the hunt 
for A. C. Blumenthal, with an or- 
der to show cause why Blumey 
should not be held in contempt by 
Federal Judge Manton. But no can 
find. Blumey has been on the lam 
for more than a week. The com- 
plication in which Blumey present- 
ly finds himself has arisen out of! dollar producers.’ This is the new 
Blumey’s serving an attachment Of | title for companies which are known 
certain funds belonging to Fox The- | to be in the process of formation 
atres in Boston, amounting roughly | and which do not plan to make over 
to around $385,000 on an alleged | gve features per season. 
claim by Blumey. Secondary production department 

Since Fox Theatres is in receiver- |i, minus distribution’s financial 
ship, such an attachment against| concern. Such companies are ex- 
the company may be defined a8 4/ nected to make hook-ups with es- 
/contempt action against the Federal | taplished majors and to use their 
|}court in New York, which controls release channels. 


the Federal court receivership. 


face of all the palaver concerning 
new producing and theatre organ- 
izations, do not see any conspicuous 
addition to the industry’s produc- 
tion map for another two years. 
Present day production and dis- 
tribution costs, along with the bank- 
er attitude, bar all but the heaviest 
cash investor from fulfilling any 
hopes of immediately enlarging the 
industry. 
Financial Estimates 

Requirements of a company which 
would style itself as a major first 
necessitate an outlay of a minimum 
of $10,000,000. With this, produc- 
tion officials calculate, at least 40 
features could be produced. 

Distribution would have to go 
hand-in-hand with such a large 
schedule. For this another $600,000 
would have to be laid out to estab- 
lish 32 exchanges. That, however, 
would be only the start since the 
yearly overhead of such a releas- 
ing channel runs into $2,600,000. 
Latter figure is arrived at after sal- 
aries in the home office and field are 
reviewed. 

Anticipation, however, is strong 
that before the year is out there 
will be at least a half-dozen ‘million 














That Blumey realizes his fix is 
|seen in the fact that he is stated 
|to have retained Basil O'Connor, 
|former law partner of President- 
| elect Roosevelt, as his counsel. Al- 





|together it looks ‘like Blumey is 
jabout to spend much of _ that 
$150,000 judgment recently won by ; 4 . 


him in a suit against Albert M. 
Greenfield, of Philadelphia, trying to 
square that attachment proceeding 
in Boston. 

The curious part of the whole 
transaction is John Sherman, re- 
puted a close friend of both Blumey 
and Greenfield, is a co-receiver in 
Fox Theatres, 


Possibility of a settlement in the 
long drawn out Warner Bros.-Erpi 
litigation was revived last week 
with a meeting between Harry M, 
Warner and John E. Otterson. It 
was reported to be the first time 
they had talked in more than a year, 
during which time the impression 


COHEN FAST T0 SUBMIT“ that personal animosity be- 

9 ; tween the two had been the chief 
hindrance to a settlement, 

NEW PRODUCTION PLANS The Warner-Erpi feud, including 








a $30,000,000 suit filed by WB, dates 
back about five years to the ‘Jazz 
Singer’ and involves profits on that 
talker and other film moneys accru- 
ing since then. It has been submitted 
to arbitration, but the refusal of 


Holly wood, Feb. 27. 
Emanuel Cohen left here Thurs- 
day night for a conference session 
of two weeks at Paramount’s home 





enable it to get a start on the sale of 
his future pictures. | 

Radio turned down the offer with- | 
out comment, 


The pictures are already sold on 
the current season's program and no 
explanation could be made if they 
were pulled that would appease ex- 
hibitors. 


Ala. State Tax Dies 


Birmingham, Feb, 27. 
The sales tax bill which would 
have levied a tax of 10% on amuse- 
ments of all kinds proposed by 
tepresentative Clint Harrison was 
tabled by a House ways and means 
committee last week by a vote of 








} 
| 


| office. 


Harry Warner and Otterson to deal 
with other on a friendly basis al- 


Cohen will submit his pro- 


duction plans for next year and 


from sales records decide the/} ways appeared to stand in the way. 
amount that will be required to Between them, the two sides are 
complete the program of 62 fea-| estimated to have spent around $2,- 


000,000 on the case, but getting no- 
where. 


tures. These will include the eight 
to be produced independently by 
Charles R. Rogers, 

B. P. Schulberg is expected to 


complete his eight features for this | Bill F Bi § } 
year by May 15. Par is holding off | 0x 10g eque 
. 
Due in About a Month 


exercising its option for another 
- . 
When Suits on Trial 











octet for next year until after the 
completion of the sixth of his eight. 

Understood that Cohen will also | 
take ud the matter of the interest 
due on the $3,500,000 bonds issued | 


on the studio and theatres here. Sequel to Upton Sinclair's book 
a /on William Fox will be offered in 

Ww the New York courts when the suits 

Sheehan Abroad 8 ks. against the former film magnate by 


21 to 11. | Hollywood, Feb. 27. rox kilm and Fox Theatres are 
The bill levied a 5% tax on mer- | An eight-week European trip i heard in around a month. The of- 
chants and 10% on theatres and | planned by Winnie Sheehan, who cial company stories on the W.F. 
amusements under a special section | will leave here late in May, when ‘situations are said to be at great 
of the bill. Several hundred mer- | ave pictures on next year’s program | variance with the book. 
chants stormed the committee room | have been completed | Between the two actions the Fox 
and demanded that the bill be| An additional seven will be under} company people hope to reclaim 
shelved, j way before his departure. something like $20,000,000 from W.F, 





EM. 


fa fee: deb sell ke 





Se i dee 


Tye 


ig mae 





~ 


Cathy 


wag Pita es. . 





jer sedi 


1 ee EI Ot LS, SRR it eo ro 


eae aly Win a 


ms ott 


Ribs sncatal 





£9 nbaeaine taba 


to a coe . o mA RE 
ERNE RRO EREEhe etme 


6 VARIETY 





pict 


URES 





Prediteats' Poll on Double Bills 
Jolts Twin Feature Ideas; Many 


Reasons for 


> 


Hollywood, Feb, 27. 


An almost 100% opposition to 
double features is seen in the first 
250 cards returned in the country- 
wide survey on double billing, be- 
ing conducted jointly by Mrs. T. 
G. Winter of the Hays office and the 
Hal Roach studio. 

Cards represent every part of the 
country and are the result of can- 
vasses made among theatre patrons 
by various clubs and other agencies 
interested in film entertainment. 
Less than a half dozen favor the 
dual billing. 

However, a totally diametrical 
viewpoint is shown locally. One ex- 
hibitor here showing ‘Strange In- 
terlude’ singly instructed his tele- 
phone girls answering calls to put 
on a special sales talk in favor of 
the picture to those calling as a 
tester. He reports in almost every 
case the patron asked what the sec- 
ond feature was. 

Some of the Opinions 

Extracts from the cards received 
from the countrywide’ survey, 
typifying the almost unanimous op- 
position to the duals follow: 

‘Two features at one sitting are 
confusing, disconcerting, especially 
if the features make a similar ap- 
peal to the emotions.’ 

‘It frequently happens that one 
of the features is desirable to fam- 
ily entertainment and the other not; 
and it becomes an obstacle to at- 
tendance.’ 

‘The theatre’s largest competitor 
is the radio and that is expensive. 
Double bills make you want to stay 
home.’ 

‘Double bills cause one to con- 
trast the pictures rather than enjoy 
the show.’ 

‘It gives the impression that thea- 
tres are hard pressed and this is 
psychologically bad. It means that 
producers wil run in cheaper made 
pictures,’ 

‘Program is too long to take chil- 
dren to. Instead of two shows a 
week it means only one and thus the 
theatre owners defeat themselves 
in seeking to build up attendance.’ 

Want Quality, Not Quantity 

‘Better to have quality entertain- 
ment instead of quantity.’ 

‘Double bills discourage family 
attendance because often one of the 
members of the family has seen one 
of the pictures on another double 
bill.’ 

‘Double bills give amusement in- 
digestion. Like eating five pounds 
of candy at one time. 

‘Two features too much excite- 
ment for smal] children; too long 
for any one. Terribly hard on eye- 
sight and four-hour show is tire- 
some. You become mentally bored 
and physically benumbed.’ 

Cards were sent to film councils, 
officers of committees of General 
Federation of Women's clubs and 
key people in libraries, churches, 
schools, theatre managers, publicity 
contacts, Jewish councils, Daugh- 
ters of American Revolution and 
others. 


B&K 4th Cut, 207, 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 
All Balaban & Katz execs get an- 
other (fourth) 20% salary cut 
March 1. 
It brings the total B. & K. salary 
cut to 60%, all made during the past 
year. 


A ROOSEVELT’S FILM TREK 
Rochester, Feb, 27. 











Mrs. Leila Roosevelt Denis of this 


city is planning an auto trip across 
Europe to join her husband, Armand 
G. Denis, now in Java Girecting new 
Frank Buck animal film. She plans 
to steamship to Antwerp, then drive 
across Germany, Jugoslavia, the 
Balkans, Turkey and India. She is 
a fourth cousin of President-elect 
Roosevelt. 

Denis, formerly of the research 
department of the Eastman Kodak 
Co., was co-director of film, ‘Goona 
Goona.’ 


Radio Renews Betty Furness 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Betty Furness, Radio ingenue, 





gets another option period on her 
contract. 

She has had three in a row as 
femme lead in the Tom Keene west- 
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Public’s Antipathy 


11 FAN MAGS 


9 10c-ers, One at 15¢ and Only One 
at 25c¢ 











‘Shadoplay,’ ninth 10c fan mag to 
enter the field, is giving to film dis- 
tributor-advertisers in its compan- 
ion mag, ‘Photoplay,’ three months 
of free advertising or a page a 


month. Although a rebate under 
contracts existing with ‘Photoplay’ 
was expected as a result of a drop 
in circulation, this free advertising 
to distribs is not in lieu of such a 
rebate, It’s primarily a builder-up- 
per to get the companies in. 


Circulation of ‘Photoplay,’ which 
remains at 25c, is running around 
460,000 an issue now as against 500,- 
000 guaranteed under contracts 
which have to June 1 to run. On 
that date a new ad price will be 
worked out to cover both mags, with 
rebates to be made then. 

ABC audit showing circulation at- 
tained by ‘Photoplay’ will not be 
available until June. 

‘Shadoplay’ reached the stands 
Wednesday (22) with its first 
(March) issue. It is published and 
edited by Kathryn Dougherty, who 
became publisher of ‘Photoplay’ on 
death of the late James R. Quirk. 
Miss Daugherty is now on the 
west coast forming « ntacts for the 
new 10c mag. 

Besides ‘Shadoplay,’ those at 10c 
now are ‘New Movie,’ ‘Modern 
Screen,’ ‘Movie Mirror,’ ‘Motion Pic- 
ture Classics,’ ‘Hollywood Maga- 
zine,’ ‘Screenbook,’ ‘Picture Play’ 
and ‘Silver Screen.” ‘Screenland’ 
continues to sell for I5e. 





Colony’s Convalescents 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Condition of Joan Bennett, 
Ricardo Cortez and Herbert Som- 
born at the Cedars of Lebanon hos- 
pital is reported as much improved. 
Joe Egli, assistant caster at Para- 
mount, left the hospital after three 
days’ treatment following a break- 
down. 

John Weld, writer, is recovering 
from an appendectomy at the Wil- 
shire hospital, Gavin Gordon is cut 
of the cast of ‘Black Beauty’ due to 
a facial infection. 





Nina Putnam’s Monte Carlo J.0.U. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
An 1.0.U. for 12,000 francs ($480) 
signed at Monte Carlo has brought 
action in Municipal court against 
Nina Wilcox Putnam and Christian 
P. C, Eliot. Papers say authoress 
still owes $220. 


N. Y. Prof. School Alumni 
Form Hollywood Club 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Puppets, a social organization 
composed of graduates of the New 
York Professional school, was 
formed here last week with Tom 
Brown at the head. Club plans to 
produce two plays this year with 
proceeds going to the Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund. 

Fesides Brown as Officers are 
Anita Louise, assistant director; 
Helen Mack, script girl; William 
Janney, props; Grace Durkn, assist- 
ant props; Joe Durkin, yes man and 
Gertrude Durkin, assistant yesser. 
First member brought in without 
office was Patricia Ziegfeld, 


Beck’s $400 Cut, 
Also $50 Weekly 
In Realty Dept. 


Operating costs of the RKO thea- 
tre end continue to decline, as the 
latest exec to suffer a cut in pay is 
Martin Beck, whose salary has been 
slashed from $1,000 weekly to 
slightly under $600 by Harold 
Franklin. Beck’s new salary is at 
the rate of $30,000 yearly. 

Certain eliminations in the real 
estate division under Louis Cohen 
shaved off another $50 weekly. 

Jack Markle, traveling inspector 
of theatres, wag taken off the home 
office payroll and placed in charge 
of the 8ist St. on upper Broadway. 


Laemmle Will Remain 
East 5 Weeks; Usual 


Home Office Rumors 














Car] Laemmle will spend the next 
five weeks in the east. Coincidental 
with his appearance are the usual 
reports that there will be changes 
in home office personnel. General 
denial is the result, including the 
one that James R. Grainger may 
succeed Jack Schlaifer as _ sales 
head, 

Schlaifer, a direct appointee of the 
elder Laemmle, is regarded in the 
home office 4s one of the most ef- 
ficient sales heads the company has 
had. Under’ Schlaifer’s direction 
sales are reported to have mounted 
considerably during 1932 over the 
previous year. 





YOUNG FOR KUMMER PLAY 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Roland Young will star in a new 
Clare Kummer play, which goes Into 
production in New York Oct. 1. 
Max Gordan put the player under 





contract for the legit here last week. 








Ten-centers are starting to play 


film two years old with cry raised 
in chain circles feeling the brunt of 
the opposition that distributors are 
failing to protect its first run ac- 
counts in any way. Complaint is 
that the least the distribs can do is 
not to sell revivals, refusal for 
which they cculdn’t be blamed un- 
der anti-trust laws since pictures 
have once gone through circulation. 

About a week ago a shotgun was 
opened in an eastern town pene- 
trated by one of the chains. House 
is advertising admission as 10¢ in 
large letters with a very smal] l5c 
for orchestra nights underneath, but 
gets around the maximum admish 
thing by letting 10c ticket holders 
sit anywhere they want. If anyone 
should notice the 15c in small print 
and buy a ticket no squawk either. 

To distribs this house classifies 
itself as a 15-center, though in 
operation it’s virtually declared to 
be a dime stand at all times. 

Some of the dimers, without the 
15c price, go further than that 
through giveaways which, with a 
nickel, buy an admission, In this 
way houses are actually five-cen- 
ters, which is disallowed by all dis- 
tributor contracts which cal] for a 
Adc, minimum. 





Indies 10c Gates with Reissues 
Causing Chains to Cry ‘Murder’ 


+> 





Lipton Won’t Cut 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Lew Lipton, refusing to take a 
cut, leaves the Metro writing staff 
this week. 
Negotiations are on for him to 
join a major company as an asso- 
ciate producer, 


PENNSY CENSORS 
SPARE MAE WEST 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 

Despite reports that Pennsylvania 
censors had ripped the Mae West 
picture, ‘She Done Him Wrong,’ to 
shreds, only two minutes in all were 
eliminated from the original foot- 
age. Film is at Penn this weck, its 
first showing in this state. 

One of Miss West's ditties, I Like 
a Man Who Takes His Time,’ which 
was figured a sure pop for the scis- 
sors, remains intact, with most of 
the cuts coming in dialog. Scene 
showing that nude above the free- 














crack to Cary Grant, ‘You can be 


had,” stays in. 7 
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department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety's’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and added to the regular weekly ‘Variety,’ 

The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 

News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Eric Pommer, new Fox production 
chief in Berlin, returns to Germany 


after conferences with Sidney R. 
Kent, without making the Coast 
trip. Paul Martin, German director, 


however, has arrived at the studio 
for his first pic. 
Radio Wants Shaw Play 

Radio is after George Bernard 
Shaw's ‘Captain Brassbound’s Con- 
version.’ 

Palace, downtown, once home of 
Orpheum vaude, goes into a combo 
vaudfilm policy shortly, with prices 
at 10-20-30. 








Gene Fox, publicity-ad director at 
the Paramount theatre until its 
closing, goes to the Par studio p.a. 
department, 





Ulric for ‘Gesture,’ Plan 
Reliance is after Lenore Ulric for 
the lead in ‘Shanghai Gesture.’ 





With the revival of ‘Lilies of 
Broadway’ by Universal, William 
Hurlburt is working on the adapta- 
tion of his own play, Sam Jacobson 
will produce. 





Orig for Summerville-Pitts 
Dale Van Every’s original, ‘Chick- 
en Rancho,’ will be an early Slim 
Summerville-Zasu Pitts picture after 
U’s reopening. 





Before tieing up for future pro- 
ductions, J. I. Schnitzer will com- 
plete his remaining two for Radio, 
with ‘The Black Ace’ as his next. 


Foy’s ‘Lived to Kill’ 
Willard Mack’s original, ‘He Lived 
to Kill,’ will be made by Bryan Foy 
for Columbia release. Bela Lugosi 
and Dion Sinclair spot in the leads. 








Radio wants ‘Brief Moment’ for 
Constance Bennett, and is dickering 
with Columbia for purchase of the 
~tece. 





Patrick’s Option Exercised 
Paramount has taken up the op- 
tion of Gail Patrick, first of the 
panther women under contract at 
the studio, 





‘Yale vs. Oxford’ 
tioned by Metro; 
Anderson, 


has been op- 
story by Sam A. 





Termer for English Actress 
Warners has given a termer to 
Margaret Lindsay, brought over 
from England for ‘Cavalcade,’ Her 
first will be ‘Voltaire.’ 


McCrea-Del Rio Team 
Returns on foreign showings of 
‘Bird of Paradise’ have influenced 
Radio to consider another picture 
co-starring Joel McCrea and Dolo- 
res Del Rio, and has optioned ‘Green 

Mansions,’ by W. H. Hudson, 








Written for Texas Guinan five 
years ago, ‘Million-Dollar Beauty’ 
has been taken off the Paramount 
shelf as a possibility for Mae West. 
Story is by Charles Furthman, 





Paramount has been asked to 
loan Alison Skipworth to Fox for 
‘I Loved You Wednesday.’ 





Revamp ‘Declasse’ for Harding 

While Ann Harding is at Metro 
on a nine-week loan, Radio will try 
rewriting ‘Declasse,’ which will be 
the actress’ first on returning if 
script is right. Miss Harding has 
two more on her present contract. 





Unable to get a suitable treat- 
ment of Theodore Dreiser’s ‘Jennie 
Gerhart,’ B. P. Schulberg has 
shelved it and is looking for another 
story for Sylvia Sidney. 





Refreshing Steel Pier Exhibit 

Burling Jarrett is in town to ob- 
tain a new exhibit of costumes, 
props and other studio accessories 
for the Hollywood exhibit on the 
Atlantic City Steel Pier. 





Robert Armstrong goes into ‘I 
Love That Man’ at Paramount, in 
the part formerly assigned to 
Thomas Jackson. 





Elizabeth Young will be brought 
here by Paramount for her first film 


try, when ‘firebird’ closes in New 
York. 
‘Big Executive,’ ‘Cosmopolitan’ 


magazine story by Alice Duer Mil- 
ler has been bought by Paramount. 
Rian James spent only four days 
turning out a finished script for ‘On 
Probation’ at Paramount. 





Phil Goldstone has borrowed Ruth 
Donnelly from Warners for ‘Sing 
You Sinners.’ 








lunch bar {is out, although Lou's | j, 
J his partner, 


Max Shagrin has sold his interest 
the Shagrin-Solinger agency to 
Sol Solinger, and has 
opened an office in Beverly Hille dn 





association with Monte Carter, for« 
mer director and writer, 





After seeing rushes of ‘Interna. 
tional House,’ Paramount took up 
its option on Peggy Hopkins Joyce 
for another picture. New option 
starts April 1. 





Marco Gets L. A. Houses 

Fox-West Coast’s 50% interest in 
the Manchester and Balboa the- 
atres, operated by South Side The- 
atres, Inc., has been bought by 
Marco of Fanchon & Marco. Roy 
Wolf, brother of Marco, and Ralph 
Grunauer, who holds 25% of the 
properties, are operating houses. 





Edward Cahn, who left Universal, 
goes to Radio where he will direct 
‘Emergency Call.’ Sam Jaffe is pro- 
ducing. 





‘Lawrence in Arabia,’ Radio film 
for which Ernest Schoedsack went 
to Mesopotamia, has been retitled 
‘Uncrowned King.’ 





Leaving the ‘Show Boat’ cast in 
Cleveland, George Blackwood came 
to Hollywood to make screen tests 
at Paramount and Metro. 





Griffith Refuses ‘Declasse’ 

Refusing to direct ‘Declasse’ be- 
cause of its old-fashioned story, B 
H. Griffith will instead meg ‘Morn- 
ing Glory’ for Radio. Studio is 
negotiating for Griffith to do two 
additional pictures after expiration 
of his present contract, 





More U. Layoffs 
Universal is taking advantage of 
the studio shutdown to lay off work- 
ers as fast as they complete their 
duties. Around 50 employees, in- 
(Continued on page 34) 


FOX THEATRES REORG. 
MEANS SOME GO BACK 


Reorganization of Fox Theatres 
is proceeding gradually. So far 
there is no definite plan. In any 


event the reorganization will not 
affect the Skouras holdings upstate. 
Most of the reorganization which is 
coming by way of the bondholders 
in on Fox Metropolitan. Under the 
potential plan which is being dis- 
cussed the bondholders may be per- 
mitted to share in the profits in 
lieu of bond interest. 

:It is likely that in the final an- 
alysis that certain of the Fox Met 
houses may be turned back to for- 
mer owners. Probabiy not more 
than two cr three of these are stat- 
ed to be in the Skouras upstate 
New York setup which is managed 
directly by George Skouras. Con- 
fabs are being held right along on 
the matter. 

The bondholders’ group is mostly 
represented through Halsey-Stuart, 
downtown banking house of which 
Si Fabian is company representa- 
tive in the Fox Theatre receivership, 
Any reorganization, therefore, looks 
likely to require Fabian’s approval 
first with the consent of Halsey- 
Stuart. 











Call Turn on ‘Topaze’ 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 

Local group of educators pre- 
tested to Orpheum theatre manager, 
M. C. Park, because of mispronun- 
ciation of word ‘formidable’ by John 
Barrymore in ‘Topaze.’ Barrymore 
put the emphasis on ‘mid’ instead of 
‘form.’ 

Educators expressed surprise that 
a leading star of the stage and 
screen would err in this fashion on 
a simple word and that it would 
get by a ‘foremost director.’ 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Emanuel Cohen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ely Culbertson. 
Jack Gallagher. 

James Gleason. 

Edward Everett Horton. 
Arthur Loew. 

Fulton Oursler. 

Gene Raymond. 
Fanchon Royer. 

Gerald Sancer. 

Loretta Sayers. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Frank Conroy. 
Al Jolson. P 1 
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Late Rush of Selling Drives Stocks 
Down After Steady Opening in Face 
Of New Bank Situations; Loew's 12 


a 





By AL GREASON 


Stock market opened with a 
brave front yesterday (Monday) in 
the face of fresh banking disturb- 
ances in scattered points of Ohio 
and Indiana. Professional and timid 
short covering held prices steady 
to strong through the day, but in 
the last hour prices melted rapidly, 
closing on the extreme bottom for 
the day, and in most cases for the 
year. 

The few amusement shares re- 
maining at a price level to invite 
trading were hard hit. Loew’s 
broke sharply on only moderate 
volume, touching its bottom for the 
depression just under 12, while Con- 
solidated Film, which was the sub- 
ject of a brisk clique operation, re- 
treated hastily. These recessions 
probably carried the amusement 
group to the lowest average it has 
ever touched. 

Theatre bonds did fairly well in 
comparison with other issues in 
that department, but with one ex- 
ception. The Paramount liens ex- 
tended their losses of last week, the 
old 6’s sliding to 6 flat, which is an- 
other new depression low. 

Practically nothing escaped the 
drive against prices, although East- 
man Kodak continued to defend its 
resistance point of all last week at 
50%. 

There was nothing in the news 
except the new banking develop- 
ments to inspire liquidation. News 
from Michigan, where Henry Ford 
undertook to assume the two main 
closed banks’ functions with fresh 
capital, was definitely constructive, 
and the announcement of a new 
management for the New York City 
National bank in place of Chair- 
man Mitchell and his associates was 
greeted with satisfaction. Money 
rates stiffened for technical reasons. 
The commidity markets were steady. 

Bonds Furnish Cue 

In a week of mild optimism and 
extreme discouragement the bond 
list again demonstrated that the cue 
to movements both ways is to be 
found in that department. 

Hard upon the heels of the Michi- 
gan bank situation there came a 
wave of bond selling, probably by 
banks in other sections to achieve 
the greatest degree of liquidity. 
When that movement had spent its 
force there was support forthcoming 
for the government loans, and on 
Friday there was an abrupt turn- 
around, with bonds generally re- 

(Continued on page 28) 


NATIONAL CIRCULATION 





OF 85 P.C., METRO SAYS. 


Although many theatres have not 
been accepted by Metro on deals 
through this year’s decision to play 
product exclusively in a number of 
large situations, Metro claims its 
circulation nationally runs to 85%. 

While under that percentage in 
certain spots, Loew's declares, in 17 
territories the company’s product is 
sold around 90 and 91%. As a re- 
sult of starting to sell late this year, 
as was intentionally done, due to 
late delivery of product on the pre- 
vious season (1931-’32), business is 
still being written in many parts of 
the country. 

According to Felix Feist, Metro’s 
distribution head, circuit deals re- 
main the same this year as last, ex- 
cept where theatres have been 
turned down through exclusive 
deals or been closed up by their 
operators. With Publix, M-G has a 
franchise covering virtually every 
important situation touched by that 
chain. 

In view of the complaints against 
the percentage demands of Metro on 
certain pictures, plus preferred 
playing time, the quoted 85% figure 
on Metro sales is very favorable. 

Metro also fell back on releases 
recently, but is now. beginning to 
recover, with deliveries scheduled 
through to April 1 on a basis of a 
picture a week or more. 








,. 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 

200 Col. Pict... 7™% TT T%— % 
2,900 Cons. F.pf. 8% TT T%™%*—1% 
3,600 Hast. K... 52% 50% 50% 

300 Fox ...... 1% 1% 1%+% 
7,500 Loew’s .. 14 11% 12 —1% 
4,800 Par-P ..02 % y % 

100 Pathe ce & ™ dy 

200 f.... 1% 1% 1%—% 

11,300 RCA ...46. B% 38 38%+% 
400 RKO ...... 1% 1% 1%+% 
10°Uni. P. pf. 11 il ll +% 
3, » meeeeee 1 1 -% 
Bonds 
$3,000 Keith .... 31% 31 31 —1% 
9,000 Loew’s ... 65% 65% 65% — % 
9,000 Par-Fam.. 6% 6 6 —1 
11,000 Par-P .... 9% 8% 8%—% 
5,000 W. B...... 15 14% 14% — % 
Curb 

100 Col. P..... 8% 8% 8%—1 

200 Gen. T. pf. % ly ly 

300 Tech. .. 2% 2% 2%+ % 

100 Trans-L, .. 1% 1% 1%-—-% 











PICS 70% GROSS 
NEW RENTAL Hil 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 

These days of circuit disruption, 
changed policies and independent 
operation are permitting exchanges 
here to make some wonderful terms 
for themselves. 

‘Cavalcade,’ as a road attraction, 
goes into the independent Lyceum 
on an arrangement whereby the pic- 
ture takes 70% of the gross, an all- 
time record hereabouts. In the case 
of Publix houses, the sharing terms 
have been 70/30, the other way 
around, ‘Strange Interlude’ having 
played the State here recently at 
such a split, the house retaining the 
long end. 

Top price for ‘Cavalcade’ at the 
Lyceum will be $1.10. The attrac- 
tion goes into the State at regular 
55c priees within 60 to 90 days after 
its Lyceum engagement. The Ly- 
ceum is a large theatre in the upper 
loop district and has been dark the 
better part of the last two years. 
Previously it played traveling The- 
atre Guild (legit) attractions. 

‘Kid From Spain’ at the Orpheum 
this week drags down 40% of the 


McLean Par A. P. 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Four switches in assignments and 
}exec personnel have been made voy 
Paramount, with Mel Shauer get- 
ting an assistant’s post with Al 
Kaufman and Robert Sparks, 
dropped two weeks ago, rejoining 
the studio as a member of the edi- 
torial board. 

Douglas MacLean, who has done 
little for five years, gets an asso- 
ciate producer’s post, while Joe 
Krumgold has been assigned aide 
to Bayard Veiller. 


U Peddling ‘Counsellor,’ 
Paid 100G for Rice Play 


Universal City, Feb. 27. 

Universal is trying to sell to one 
of the other companies ‘Counsellor- 
At-Law,’ by Elmer Rice, on which it 
has already expended $9,000 in story 
preparation. Screen rights are valued 
at $100,000. 

Studio intended the story for Paul 
Muni, but when this player protest- 
ed against playing the part decision 
was reached to attempt to peddle 
the script. 














Par’s $22,500 Legit Buy 
Paramount has closed for 
picture rights to ‘One Sunday 
Afternoon,’ current Broadway show, 
at a reported $22,500. 
produced by new legit names and 
is a surprise hit. 
William Morris agency 
the sale. 


handled 
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INDUSTRY NEEDS 
$19,700,000 COIN 


Loew’s Reported First in 
Line for New ‘Revenue 
Out of Sky’—Making of 
Industrial Subjects in 
Huge Boom—W. E. with 
Astoria Studio Ready for 
Mass Production 





EMERGENCY MEASURE 


Ban on screen advertising is def- 
initely lifting. Emergency era and 
desperation of the theatre shape up 
as the partial reasons for this and 
other measures which would be 
frowned upon in normal times. Ad- 
vertising means an extra $18,200,000 
yearly pulled out of the sky for ex- 
hibitors, it is estimated. 

Impetus in production of industri- 
al subjects is also increasing with 
the let-down noted at the theatre 
gate. Today officially 25 producers 
are engaged in turning out chiefly 
industrials. Western Electric with 
the Paramount Astoria plant now 
has one of the largest studios in the 
world in which to foster film in- 
dustrialism. 

Loew’s Leads Move 

Even high officials of the industry 
now are inclined to look kindly on 
certain types of advertising. There 
is a market, it was declared Monday, 
following the report that the Loew 
circuit would introduce ad shorts at 
morning shows, for shorts that do 
not ‘shout’ advertising and which 
can be rated as entertaining. 

This attitude is contradictory to 
that of even a year ago. Then, how- 
ever, pressure was brought to bear 
upon the industry by American 
newspaper publishers. 

The box office situation today is 
different. With slightly over 13,000 
theatres under their control, the in- 
dies exhibs dominate the theatre 
masses. And, it is declared, if the 
indie sees an opportunity to collect 
any additional revenue by the run- 
ning of a short subject in his pro- 
gram, then it is up to him to make 
the choice. 

Now, it is also declared, the major 
industry never agreed as a unit to 
ban screen advertising. This is dif- 
ferent from the impression a year 
ago. 

The return of screen advertising 
will even be permanent, certain of 
the leaders believe, if the product 
projected is not exaggerated. 

Aside from Western Electric, 
which holds itself up as acting 
chiefly as a mechanical intermediary 
for producers, no plans of major 
producers are yet known which take 
in an industrial platform. 30th 
Warners and Paramount, when ad- 





+ 





Office Space 


Real estate being what it is, 
those tossed out of film jobs are 
setting themselves up in of- 
fices. Some use the office to 
try and do something. Others 
use the space to keep out of the 
wind. 

Payoff on the office thing 
came when a former office boy 
took himself an office. He 
hasn’t announced what for yet. 


DISTRIBS ARM 
FOR BANK JAM 


With bank holidays in Maryland, 
Louisiana and three cities in Ohio, 
and the possibility that other areas 
in Ohio and possibly one or two 
other spots may declare financial 
moratorium, distributors, benefited 
by their initial experience with 
Michigan, are set to carry on ef- 
forts to keep boxoffices open. 

As long as none of the holiday 
periods are in excess of a week, the 
major sales end sees where it can 
keep its head up. 

Maximum time in any state where 
the industry can sustain its flexible 
policy, as outlined here last week 
following a special session of dis- 
tribution heads, is generally con- 
ceded to be 30 days. This, however, 
would not be true of the larger 
states, from which the heavier 
grosses are realized. As an instance, 
50% of the entire U. S. gross is rep- 
resented in New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, Illinois, California, Ohio. 

Big companies are known not to 
be in any position currently where 
they can carry heavy credit lines, 
even in emergencies. Continuing 
such a policy in excess of a week 
would cause hardship. Over that 
time, it was conceded Monday, 
measures would have to be taken 
along ‘radical lines.’ 

















Turned Back To Orpheum 


Palace, Milwaukee, has 
turned back to Orpheum. 

The house will start on a straight 
film policy about March 10th, under 
Nate Blumberg’s supervision. 


been 





vertising first became recognized as 
a money maker, established special! 
ad shorts departments. Following 
the newspaper campaign, however, 
both companies folded up this ac- 





tivity. 





Would Raze House to Save Taxes 
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Agency Commissions 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Bankruptcy does not absolve a 
person from paying agency, employ- 
ment fees. This was a ruling handed 
down by Municipal Court Judge Lu- 
clus P. Green in giving Selznick- 
Joyce a $1,500 judgment against 
John Francis Dillon, director. 
Latter claimed that he was im- 
mune from paying through bank- 
ruptcy. He also charged the agency 
used fraudulent means in inducing 
|} him to sign with them. Court held 
| that the transaction was above board 
and has been executed in an honor- 
able and upright manner and award- 
| ed full commission to S. & J.. Ralph 
‘Blum appeared as attorney for the 
agency. 





Bankruptcy No Out for | 
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Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 
Fee owners of the Minnesota the- 
atre are reported considering tear- 
ing down the $2,500,000 4,200-seat 
showhouse if it is turned over to 
them by the building company. The 


- 
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Pars Theatre Rent Reduction 
Plan Is to Cut Landlord In on 
Percentage of Gross Instead 





Major objective of Paramount- 
Publix in its reorganization will 
come in the reduction of rents, with 
a definite plan under way to place 
landlords all over the U. S. on a 
percentage basis for their share in 


lieu of a set lease figure. This will 
be undertaken in a wholesale man- 
ner by Publix itself for such houses 
as are not affected by receiverships 
and by receivers for the others, it 
is indicated. 

Percentage deals with a portion 
of the gross over a certain figure 
for landlord have been initiated for 
the New York and Brooklyn calling 
for a 50-50 split, but generally a 
plan differing from this will be in- 
stituted. It may be that the same 
arrangement on percentage will 
eventually be set for New York and 
Brooklyn if and when landlords are 
ready to agree. 

Generally favored for all parts of 
the country by Publix and its re- 
ceivers is one which would be more 
intricate than the 50-50 split pro- 
posed for N. Y. and Brooklyn. 

‘Nut’ Out First 

Idea in mind is that Publix and 
landlords should first agree on what 
is a fair rent for each individual 
theatre in line with gross averages 





Owners of Theatre Deem It Cheaper to Tear | 





and business possibilities today. 
Then Publix would first take out 
its operating expenses, including all 
overhead excepting rent. 

From there on an average of 70% 
of the gross to the landlord would 
figure until a fair rent is reached, 
when the percentage would be re- 
versed with 70% of overage above 
that to circuit and 30% to landlord. 

In this way the landlord has rea- 
sonable assurance of a fair rental 
if it’s “~oing to be possible for the 
theatre to operate, with chance of 
30% of gross additionally as velvet. 

Both the circuit and the landlord 
would gamble on a public whose 
support must be had if either is to 
survive. From the landlord’s point 
of view, it is believed in Publix h.o. 
quarters, that with operating over- 
head greatly reduced in present and 
future reorganization moves odds 
are in favor of getting a fair rental 
with an even chance for overage. 

Comeback of the theatres and a 
higher level on grosses with a re- 
turn to prosperity is another possi- 
bility that would redound to the 
benefit of the landlord under the 
proposed plan. 

Meanwhile, with rents in some 
theatres actually running between 
40 and 50% of the gross right now, 
many landlords are not getting any 
rent at all. This is true of the Para- 
mount, Brooklyn, among many other 
houses, large and small. 


Radio May Buy ‘Eagle’ 
Despite Hays Ban on 
Its Satire of Govt. 











Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
‘Spread Eagle’, flop legit play, 
banned as screen material by the 
Hays organization, is up for pur- 


chase by Radio 

Play took a rap at patriotism and 
was supposed to be a satire on the 
Government. As a play, audience 


| took it with reverse English. 


} 
| 


| 


move would be taken to save taxes! 


and other expenses incidental to the 
structure, 


| 








Loew’s Quickie Confab 


Arthur Loew is due back in New 


Doubt is expressed whether suffi- | york today (28) after a quick trip 


cient net income can 


to cover the heavy taxes, insurance 


and other carrying items, running 
in the neighborhood of $60,000 per | 
annum. 


Paramount-Publix had been pay- 
ing 


3,500 a week rent for the the- | 


be realized | 
from the theatre in the shape of rent 


| 


the Coast and back for studio 


conference. 
Loew left last Wednesday (22) by 


to 


| plane. 


| 
| 
| 


atre and figured that it cost in ex- | 


'eess of $5,000 a week, including 
taxes, insurance, to keep the house 
dark. 


i 


Holly wood, Feb. 27. 
Arthur Loew arrived here Friday 


from New York, coming by plane. 
Visit due to a desire to confer on 
foreign productions at Metro. 

He will fly back tomorrow (Tues.) 
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With Downtown L. A. to Itself 
State's Kid Nifty at $18,200; 
Stanwyck, 23¢'s in 2 WB Houses 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

With the Paramount dark until 
Thursday (2), when it becomes an- 
other link in the Marco type of 
show inaugurated at the old Roxy, 
in New York, Loew's State and the 
Downtown had the downtown field 
all to themselves. ‘Kid from Spain,’ 
which was a ‘dud’ at the Warner 
Western where the $1.50 scale pre- 
vailed, opened with a bang at the 
low tariff and it is destined to hit 
around $18,000, big under the pres- 
ent tariff charged. 

Between the Warner Hollywood 
and Downtown, a joint gross of 
around $23,000 on the week is pre- 
saged. 

‘Cavalcade’ folded Sunday at the 
Chinese in its seventh week, draw- 
ing around $16,500 for its last 10 
days. House reopens about Mar. 10 
with ‘King Kong’ at a 50c reduction 
to $1 top. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.65) 
‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) and stage show 
(7th-final week). Pulled out to a 
healthy finish, getting around $16,- 
500 for the final 10 days of the run. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70) 
‘Ladies They Talk About’ (WB) and 
vaude. This Stanwyck not so hot 
but house will hit the $13,000 mark 
with much credit for draw here 
given to the vaude. Last week 
‘King’s Vacation’ (WB) very good 
at $12,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65) 
‘Ladies They Talk About’ (WB). 
Looks to get $10,000, good. Last 
week ‘King’s Vacation’ (WB). Ar- 
liss draw very strong to tune of 
$10,300. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25) ‘Speed Demon’ (Col) and ‘Se- 
crets of Wu Sin’ (Invinc). The lic 
gate here sure gets them, with 
house showing nice profit at an easy 
$5,300 this week. Last week ‘Self 


Defense’ (Mono) and ‘Midnight 
Warning’ (Mayfair) very good at 
$6,100. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-40). 


‘Sailor Be Good’ (Par) and ‘Infernal 
Machine’ (Fox). For final week of 
its F-WC career house will hit 
around $3,000. Last week ‘Face in 
the Sky’ (Fox) and ‘Goldie Gets 
Along’ (RKO) came home with lots 
of red at $3,560. é 

RKO (2,950; 25-55) ‘Topaze’ 
(RKO). Not getting the trade it 
deserves but can be figured oke at 
around $6,000. Last week ‘Lucky 
Devils’ (RKO) and ‘Follow the 
Leader’ (Par) a big bustaroo at 
$4,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40) 
‘Kid From Spain’ (UA). Grinding 
in a heap of cash customers with- 
out stage aid at a low tariff that 
will result in an excellent $18,200. 
Last week ‘Secrets of Mme. Blanche’ 
(MG) aided by Schumann-Heink, 
did a very good $15,200. 


Mae West Outdrawing 
Ed Wynn Twice Over 
In B’klyn as on Bway 


Breoklyn, Feb. 27. 

Everything hotsy-totsy around 
the Borough this week. 

Paramount breaking attendance 
records with Mae West who is lead- 
ing stiff competition a merry pace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-55-75- 
85) ‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par) 
and its star, Mae West, in person. 
In the wake of two big weeks in 
New York, ace publicity and ex- 
ploitation, attraction stands. to 
break all attendance records. Should 
do a very swell $52,000. Last week 
way down with ‘Crime of Century’ 
(Par) and tab ‘Sally’ on stage hit- 
ting a poor $25,500. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55 and tooth- 
paste boxes) ‘They Had to Get Mar- 
ried’ (U) and vaude. Slowed down 
with inability even at low prices 
and the toothpaste box admish gag 
to attract or divert trade from 
strong opposition. Will not exceed 
$10,000 on week. Last week ‘Vam- 
pire Bat’ (Maj) and vaude, first 
week of new policy o.k. at $13,500. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-55-75-85) 
‘Great Jasper’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Going fairly and should get $18,000, 
mild. Last week ‘Topaze’ (RKO) 
did not hold up, ending with dis- 
appointing $21,200. 

Metropolitan (3,500; 25-35-65-75) 
‘Ladies Talk Too Much’ (WB) and 
Ed Wynn on stage. No so good and 
Mae West competition will duplicate 
Broadway experience where she 
outdrew him. Here, however, she 
is almost doubling Wynn's business 
as he will get only $27,000 on week. 
Last week ‘What, No Beer’ and Mil- 
ton Berle, $24,000. 











| Portland’s Biz So Good 
Several Holding Over 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 27. 

Four pictures clicked in the burg. 
‘Sign of the Cross’ held for nine 
days at the Fox-Broadway and got 
top gross for several months; 
‘King’s Vacation’ at Hamrick’s 
|Oriental got results; Mae West 
| holds a second week and ‘State 
Fair’ at the Broadway is holding 
over for two weeks. 

‘So This Is Africa’ is also grow- 
ing no moss at the Orpheum b.o. 
Comedy picture hits the spot in 
these times and looks in line for a 
strong week. 

Biggest disappointment was road- 
showing of ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) at the 
Fox-Rialto, $1.10 top. Figure the 
high admish strained biz exces- 
sively, an alibi supported by the 
odd fact that receipts were prac- 
tically even every night; picture 
held two weeks to steady biz. Pic- 
ture registered big and now in line 
to click at pop prices. 

‘She Done Him Wrong’ at the 
Fox-Liberty is holding over. 
Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-40) ‘State Fair’ (Fox). Connect- 
ing nicely and excellent $9,500 
means a holdover. Last week ‘Sign 
of the Cross’ (Par) held for nine 
days and did $10,300, big. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-55) 
‘So This Is Africa’ (RKO) with 
vaude and stage band. Getting over 
okay for this house, around $6,000. 
Last week ‘Child of Manhattan’ 
(Col) just fair at $$4,800. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) ‘Se- 
crets of Madame Blanche’ (MG). 
Getting fair attention, likely aver- 
age $3,000. Last week ‘Hallelujah 
I''m a Bum’ (UA) proved disap- 
pointing at $3,000. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25- 
35) ‘Mystery in Wax Museum’ 
(WB). Should hold up to good 
average, around $3,500. Last week 
‘King’s Vacation’ (WB) got big re- 
sults for this house at $6,000. 
Liberty (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 15- 
25) ‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par). 
did so well at $5,800, holding a sec- 
ond week and looks $3,000. 

Rialto (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 55 to 
$1.10) ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox). Held for 
two weeks at two-a-day roadshow 
prices, with results under expecta- 
tions, due to high admish, but $10,- 
000 gross for the fortnight could be 
worse. 


MONTREAL PRETTY FAIR 
ARLISS, 106; CAP, 116 


Montreal, Feb. 27. 
Currently, outside hockey, there’s 
nothing but films, with French 
operetta resumed at His Majesty’s. 
Liable to make for good grosses, 

Palace’s Arliss picture, ‘King’s 
Vacation’ isn’t going to be any 
smash; $10,000 at best, only fair. 
Capitol has been holding up well 
lately and ‘Tonight Is Ours’ and 
‘Hello Everybody’ should be good 
for $11,000. Loew’s has a good pic- 
ture, ‘Billion Dollar Scandal,’ and 
vaudeville that is average and gross 
of $12,000 is easily in sight. Prin- 
cess does fairly well on British and 
goes that way again with a brace 
of pix which Old Countryites will 
support to the tune of $7,000. The 
two French houses, Imperial and 
Cinema de Paris, may get by. 

Nabes will make hay while the 
sun shines pre-Lent and then will 
see if they can take it. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 50- 
$1.50). French Operette. Subscrip- 
tion lists will hold this up to $6,500. 
Last week of ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) 
grossed a nice $11,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘King’s 
Vacation’ (WB). Arliss not so hot 
here as he used to be; $10,000. Last 
and second week of ‘Sign of Cross’ 
grossed $11,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50) ‘Tonight 
Is Ours’ (Par) and ‘Hello Every- 
body’ (Par). Should hold up at 
$11,000. Last week ‘Animal King- 
dom’ (RKO) and ‘Penguin Pool 
Murder’ (RKO) $12,000, very good. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 65) ‘Billion 
Dollar Scandal’ (WB) and vaude. 
Should gross $12,000. Last week 








‘Under Cover Man’ (Par) and 
vaudeville, $12,500. 
Princess (CT) (1,900; 50) ‘After 


the Ball’ (Brit) and ‘Missing Rem- 
brandt’ (Brit). The Old Country- 
ites will put these cross at $7,- 
000. Last week ‘Hallelujah I’m a 
3um’ (UA) and ‘Breach of Prom- 
ise’ (WW) fine $9,000. 
Imperial (Franco-Flm) (1,900; 
50; ‘Milady’ (French), Should get 
| $2,200. Last week ‘Trois Mousque- 
| taires’ (French) grossed $2,500. 
Cinema de Paris (Franco-Film) 





| 
Strand (2,000; 25-35-55) ‘Wax (600; 25) ‘Mater Dolorosa’ (French). 
Museum’ (WB). Should get fair! About $750. Last week ‘Enlevez- 
$10,000. Last week ‘Hard to Handle | Mei’ ond ‘Coiffeur des Dames’ 


CWB) oke $12,300, 


grossed $800. 


Tacoma’s Okay 


Tacoma, Feb. 27. 

Three local indie houses getting 
along. ‘Animal Kingdom’ kept up 
its nice record for first four days 
of the week at the Music Box, gath- 
ering in $2,800. Roxy also steady, 
with Blue Mouse s0-s0, 

Estimates for This Week 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25) 
—‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par), and 
‘Tonight Is Ours’ (Par). Modern 
stuff liked here; $4,000, oke. Last 
week ‘Animal Kingdom’ (RKO), and 
‘King’s Vacation’ (WB), last half, 
good for grand total, $4,900. 
Roxy (J.-von H.) (1,300; 15-20)— 
‘Obey the Law’ (Col), first half, and 
‘Jungle Bride’ (Shef). Immense for 
$5,300. Last wéek ‘State Trooper’ 
(Col), and ‘Lucky Larrican’ (Mono), 
with ‘Vanity Street’ (Col) last half, 
nice $4,300. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25)—‘Wax Museum’ (WB), and 
‘Sailor Be Good’ (Jef), and ‘Mysteri- 
ous Rider’ (Par), double, last half. 
So-so $1,500. Last week ‘Employees 
Entrance’ (FN), and ‘Past of Mary 
Holmes’ (RKO), split week for $1,- 
550, of which ‘Entrance’ got $800. 


Boston Believes 
Tide Has Turned 
Biz Is That Nice 


Boston, Feb, 27. 
All along the line business 
boomed last week, thanks to holi- 
day. Grosses spurted upward, in 


several instances ahead of expecta- 
tions. Midweek, usually lullish, saw 
sellouts, with queues in front of all 
the houses holiday eve and holi- 
day. Jam at Met reminiscent of 
happy days. In some lobbies 
crowds waited for hours for chance 
to get in. Managers running spe- 
cial midnight shows reported ex- 
cellent intake. 

Figures would have been much 
higher in spots had it not been for 
the hangover folk who hogged 
seats through several shows. Par- 
amount was a particular sufferer in 
this respect. Some munched light 
lunches. Inventor of some sort of 
a bomb to drive them out on time 
would get medals from houses af- 
flicted by this growing custom. 
‘Cavalcade’ did splendidly. Cur- 
rently in fifth week, it expects to re- 
main one more at least, and even 
more if business keeps up thus. Ad- 
vance sale is still brisk. It has the 
town talking and sure has been a 
blessing for Diana Wynyard as a 
U. S. film draw. Metro can thank 
Fox for putting her over, advance 
advertising for ‘Men Must Fight’ 
plays her name big. That could 
never have happened on ‘Rasputin’ 
alone. 

Optimists out in the open once 
more, saying they sense a turning 
of the tide. Anyway, the Rialto is 
heartened, this week will tell the 
tale. 

Estimates for This Week 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,600; 55- 
$1.65) — ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) (5th 
week). Still going strong, boosting 
public’s interest in good films and 
strengthening exhibitors all along 
the line. Last week, $14,500; ex- 
pected to hit $13,000 this week. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Great Jasper’ (RKO) and vaude 
headed by Chic Sale. Dix and vaude 
draw both strong, but biz likely to 
slump under holiday week’s highest 
in many weeks. Current outlook is 
for $13,000, possibly a shade better. 
Last week ‘“Topaze’ (RKO) and 
vaude boosted to very big $24,600. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Private Jones’ (U) and vaude. 
Looks a winner for $12,000. Last 
week ‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col) 
and vaude packed ’em in to tune of 
$13,100. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘Clear All Wires’ (MG). Pulling on 
Lee Tracy’s appeal and lucky to get 
$12,000. Last week, ‘What! No 
Beer? (MG) hit it up to $13,500, 
mighty fine. 

State (Loew) 











(3,000; 30-50)— 
‘Clear All Wires’ (MG). In for a 
possible $10,500. Last week, ‘What! 
No Beer?’ splendid, $12,500. 


Met (Publix) (4,330; 35-50-65)— 
‘King’s Vacation’ (WE) and stage 
show. Might do $13,500. Last week 


‘Woman Accused’ (Par) and stage 
show smilin’ through for $15,000. 

Scollay (Publix) (2,800; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par) 
and big vaude bill. Should collect 
$12,000. Last week ‘Employees’ En- 
trance’ (WB) and vaude, over strong 
for $12,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—Hard to Handle’ (WB) and 
‘Ladies They Talk About’ (WB). 
Pulling them in via Cagney and 
Stanwyck; $10,090 expected. Last 
week ‘Dangerously Yours’ (Fox) and 
‘Deception’ (Col) did far better than 





the films deserved, high ringer for 


$10,500, 


Philly's Film Rialto Passive 





Mild Notices Further Hindrance—‘Rockabye,’ 
‘Blanche’ Only $11,000—Fox, $17,500 





Lincoln Sez It’s Been 
‘Warned’ About Mae West 


Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 27. 

Biz ought to come out of it this 
week and the indications are that 
it will. 

However, whether Mae West is 
going- to mean anything in this sec- 
tion of the midwest remains to be 
seen. The town has been warned 
of her coming in ‘She Done Him 
Wrong’ for a couple of weeks now, 
which should give the pic the start 
it needs. George Arliss in his cur- 
rent release is next in popularity as 
the money falls, since there is a 
good bit of mature patronage here 
that seldom shows except for the 
Britisher’s stuff. 

‘They Just Had To’ in this very 
favorable Pitts-Summerville town 
at the State should wipe out the 
non-existence feeling inspired by 
last week’s gross on ‘Magic Night.’ 
Indications are that the Strand 
will not open tonight (27) for the 
first time in a decade, because of 
legal action to condemn the house. 
Bob Livingston, present manager, 
is rumored to take over the same 
posish at the Capitol which was re- 
cently vacated by Nick Paper. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (LTC) (650; 10-15-20) 
Face in the Sky’ (Fox). Should 
have a fair week to $650. Last week 
‘Infernal Machine’ (RKO) first half 
and ‘Smoke Lightning’ (Fox) sec- 
ond half did the usual $550. 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-25-40) 
‘King’s Vacation’ (WB). Looks oke 
for the retired folk to about $2,900. 
Last week ‘Hot Pepper’ (Fox) 
pleased, nice $2,600. 
Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
‘Three on a Match’ (WB). Looks 
average to $800. Last week ‘The 
Crash’ (WB) stayed the full six but 
weakly to $650. 

State (Monroe) (500; 10-25-35) 
‘They Just Had to Marry’ (U). 
Promises good competition to the 
rest for neat $1,900. Last week 
‘Magic Night’ (UA) made a miser- 
able turnover at $600. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-35-50- 
60) ‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par). 
Dubious but should go over with a 
bang to oke $3,100. Last week ‘State 
Fair’ (Fox) was a real hit and fan- 
cied to take $4,000. 


‘42d St.’ K. C. Bally 
Eclipsed the Town But 
Biz’s Generally Good 


Kansas City, Feb. 27. 

*42d Street’ opened at the New- 
man Friday in a blaze of glory, with 
the guests of the Warner Brothers- 
General Electric special train mak- 
ing the attraction. 

The event had been given the hot- 
test of circus publicity, aided by 
page tie-ups with several institu- 
tions, and boosted along by the 
press. 

Streets were jammed for several 
hours while the mob waited for the 
celebrities. Afternoon business was 
good and the house filled up by 5 
o'clock, waiting until the evening 
show, when the names were to ap- 
pear in person. This hurt the box 
office as the ticket sale had to be 
stopped until 8. 

The Mainstreet’s new policy, pic- 
tures only, with ‘Topaze’ at a new 
scale of 25 and 40, is doing poorly. 
Loew's Midland has ‘Clear All 
Wires’ and seems set for a better 
than average week. Picture is billed 
as an exclusive, and with the two- 
bit price at all times the house is 
drawing many strange faces. 

Roadshowing ‘Cavalcade’ at the 
Ayollo is going along nicely, build- 
ing nicely and looks good for a 
couple of weeks longer. 

Uptown’s ‘State Fair’ held a third 
week at the last minute and re- 
warded the management by turning 
in nearly as good a gross us the pre- 
vious week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fox) (1,200; 50-75-$1)— 
‘Cavalcade.’ Road show in second 
week. Given rave reviews and re- 
ceiving great word-of-mouth. Ex- 
pected to hit close to $4,500, good. 
Last week $5,500, better than es- 
timated. 

Liberty (Dubinsky) (866; 10-15)— 
‘Rockabye’ (RKO) and ‘Central 
Park’ (FN), second half. Little 
grinder holding up nicely, being able 
to give better pictures as a second 
run house than it was doing when 
it had a limited supply of first runs 
to select from. Will get close to 
$2,500, good. Last week ‘Three on 
a Match’ (I"N) and ‘Last Man’ (Col) 
$2,200, good. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40) 
—‘Topaze’ (RKO), Despite reduced 
prices and Garrymore, business n. zg. 











at $6,000; mebbe the discontinuance 
of stage shows figures. Last week 








Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 
Nothing unusual indicated for thig 
week's crop of films. In fact, it 
looks like lean pickings for most of 


the downtown houses. Notices on 
‘Rockabye’ at the Boyd’ and ‘The 
Secret of Madame Blanche’ at the 
Stanley were lukewarm at best, and 
Friday and Saturday attendance 
was far from encouraging. Both will 
be lucky to better $11,000 and to last 
a full week. 


Kate Smith’s picture, ‘Hello 
Everybody,’ isn’t showing anything 
startling at the Stanton, and figures 
$8,500. On the other hand, ‘Whis- 
tling in the Dark,’ which has been 
playing here on the stage for three 
weeks, may get a good $4,590 or a 
little better at the Karlton. 

The Fox has ‘Broadway Bad’ on 
the screen and the Timberg and 
Rooney families on the stage. Noth- 
ing important in money takings ex- 
pected, with $17,500 likely. The 
Earle has Georgie Price as head- 
liner, with ‘Employees’ Entrance’ on 
the screen; weakest combination in 
some weeks and not more than $15,- 
000 indicated.. 


‘Cavalcade,’ which did rather well 
last week (its third) at the Locust, 
will probably drop another notch, 
with $9,000 expected. 


Last week’s business was helped 
by Washington’s birthday, which 
bettered expectations all around. 
Strong attendance that day helped 
‘State Fair’ get a satisfactory $15,- 
500 in its second week at the Fox, 
and gave the Karlton a big $5,500 
for the second showing of ‘Animal 
Kingdom.’ Kate Smith and her re- 
vue coaxed $17,500 to the Earle. 

Estimates for This Week | 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55) — ‘Rockabye’ 
(RKO). Notices not so hot and same 
goes for opening attendances. Not 
likely to get more than $11,000. Last 
week ‘King’s Vacation’ (WB) disap- 
pointed with a scant $12,000. 

Earle (2,000; 40-55-65)—‘Employ- 
ees’ Entrance’ (FN) and vaude 
Georgie Price is only headliner, 
nothing startling indicated; hardly 
more than $15,000. Last week ‘La- 
dies They Talk About’ (WB) and 
vaude, $17,000, good. Kate Smith’s 
stage show credited. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-75) —‘Broadway 
Bad’ (Fox) and stage show. Tim- 
berg and Rooney families featured. 
Not more than $17,500 forecast. Last 
week ‘State Fair’ (Fox), second 
jg et Apollon heading stage 

ow. oliday helped pull gross u 
to $18,500. f aot, i‘ , 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-50)—‘Whis- 
tling in the Dark’ (MG). First run 
picture for a change. Stage play 
has been playing here three weeks. 
Good $4,500 indicated. Last week 
Animal Kingdom’ (RKO) got its 
expected $5,500, strong. 

Keith’s (2,000; 15-25-35)—‘Strange 
Adventure’ (Mono) and pop vaude, 
Usual $7,000 figured. Last week 
Officer 13’ (Allied) and vaude down 
to $6,000, lowest yet. 

Locust (1,300; 55-$1.65)—‘Caval- 
cade’ (Fox). Should get $9,000 in 
fourth week and may hit nearer 
$10,000 as result of special promo- 
tion and exploitation campaign. Last 
week $10,000, rood. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘Mme. 
Blanche’ (MG). Reviewers not ex- 
cited and opening pace slow. Not 
over $11,000. Last week Island of 
Lost Souls’ (Par), despite swell re- 
views, only $12,500. However, that’s 
better than house has been doing 
with most of its recent pictures. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55)—‘Hello 
Everybody’ (Par). Fair-to-middlin’ 
$8,500 expected. Last week ‘Son- 
Daughter’ (MG) dismal despite 
star’s following; under $8,000. 

Arcadia (600: 25-40-50)—"No Man 
of Her Own’ (Par). Maybe $2,400. 
Last week ‘Fast Life’ (MG) not so 
forte at $2,100. 





‘Penguin Pool Murder’ (RKO) and 
Buddy Rogers good for $12,000. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25)—* 
‘Clear All Wires’ (MG). Manage- 
ment selling Lee Tracy heavily in 
this thriller and looks about $10,000, 
fair. Last week ‘What! No Beer?’ 
$9,700. 
; Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-35-50)— 
42d Street’ (WB). If the picture 
grosses as much as has been spent 
in publicity the house will have an 
all-time record. Wonderful open- 
ing, due to the great circusing of the 
Warner train and ‘stars’ and busi- 
ness holding up great; should ré- 
turn a big $14,000. Last week was 


a surprise, ‘She Done Him Wrong’ 

(Par) turning in $15,000, dandy. 
Uptown (Fox) (2,040: 25-40)— 

‘Dangerously . Yours’ (Fox). Film 


was announced for last week, but a 
last-minute decision held ‘State 
Fair’ a third week, and the manage- 
ment made no mistake. This week 
will possibly go to $4,000, good. Last 
week, the third, of ‘State Fair’ hit 
$5,000, making right at $15,900 for 
the three weeks’ run, big. 
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7 Minneapolis Is 


Very Hey-Hey 





Pre-Depresh Tempo with ‘State Fair,’ $15,000, 
‘Kid Spain,’ $13,000, Setting Fast Pace 





Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 

With such attractions as ‘State 
Fair’ and ‘Kid From Spain’ in the 
loop and with a return of normal 
weather, it’s like old pre-depression 
times again. Turnstiles are click- 
ing merrily once more and every- 
body's happy. Leave it to outstand- 
ing pictures to make people forget 
hard times, banking crises and 
tobogganing stocks and bonds. 

It’s a battle royal between ‘State 
Fair’ and ‘Kid’ for top honors. The 
former, at the State, has quite an 
edge, getting off to the better start, 
but ‘Kid’ also is doing a bit of box- 
office goaling on its own account for 
the Orpheum and that house, play- 
ing the picture on a percentage ar- 
rangement, with the film copping a 
heavy 35% of the gross, will finish 
the week with plenty of velvet from 
present indications. Folks here are 
seeing both pictures; it’s been a 
long time since the loop held two 
such strong magnets and the pair 
should cop a nifty $28,000 between 
‘era, quite a sum here these days. 

Roth pictures have enjoyed the 
berclit of excellent advertising and 
exploitation. The State is opening 
at 10 a.m. daily, an hour earlier 
than usual, and the screen trailer 
and newspaper ads have played up 
that this is deemed advisable be- 
cause of the immense crowds drawn 
by ‘State Fair’ elsewhere, attention 
being called that the picture played 
four big New York houses in suc- 
cessive weeks to record attendance. 
The cast names of Will Rogers, 
Janet Gaynor, Lew Ayres, Sally 
Eilers and Victor Jory (long a 
leading man in stock here) are also 
being sufficiently emphasized. 

The Orpheum stresses the fun 
qualities of ‘Kid From Spain,’ the 
two bucks New York engagement 
and the assemblage of the world’s 
most beautiful girls, besides going 
after the Eddie Cantor following 
hammer and tongs. And the box- 
office results are gratifying. 

Incidentally, *‘Topaze’ finished 
much stronger than expected at the 
Orpheum last week, the first of the 
theatre's straight film policy. In- 
stead of the $4,500 indicated at the 
outset, the house wound up with 
$6,000. This was equivalent to $11,- 
600 under the former vaud-film 
policy and gave the Orpheum its 
first profit in a number of weeks. 
All signs point to another swell 
profit this week, despite the pic- 
ture’s unusually liberal sharing 
terms. 

With such stiff opposition at the 
State and Orpheum, the other loop 
houses are finding it difficult to at- 
tract attention. Yet ‘Hard to Han- 
die’ is doing nicely for the Century; 
Cagney is quite a card hereabouts. 
‘Crime of the Century’ at the Lyric 
also is getting by satisfactorily. 

Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—‘State 
Fair’ (Fox). Array of cast names 
and human interest story with wide 
appeal doing the trick here. Critics 
gave it top rating and pleased cus- 
tomers are contributing plenty of 
word-of-mouth. Fine exploitation. 
Will be third big week in row for 
this theatre, ‘Strange Interlude’ and 
‘Sign of Cross,’ two preceding at- 
tractions, having turned in hefty 
profits. Looks like very big $15,000. 
Last week ‘Sign of Cross’ (Par), 
$12,000, big. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 35-50)— 
‘Kid from Spain’ (UA). Second week 
of straight film policy and will be a 
humdinger. Eddie Cantor a top- 
notch magnet here and house went 
limit with a strong advertising and 
exploitation campaign. Paying 
guests are raving; about $13,000 in- 
dicated, fine and equivalent to $18,- 
600 under former vaudfilm policy, 
because $5,500 has been slashed 
from nut through elimination of 
vaudeville. Last week, first of 
etraight film policy, “Topaze’ (RKO), 
$6000, profitable and good. 

Century (Publix) ($1,600; 40)— 
‘Hard to Handle’ (WB). Cagney a 
favorite here and fans are finding 
this picture to their liking. Despite 
strong opposition it’s off to a pretty 
good start and should top normal 
$4,000. Last week ‘Frisco Jenny’ 
(FN), $5,000, big. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 40)—‘*To- 
night Is Ours’ (Par) and ‘Second- 
Hand Wife’ (Fox). Probably $3,- 
000, good. Last week ‘Silver Dollar’ 
(FN), $2,800, fair. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Crime 
of the Century’ (Par). Cleverly ex- 
ploited and well liked picture, but 
no cast names of box-office conse- 


quence. Around $3,500 indicated, 
fair. Last week, ‘What! No Beer” | 


(MG), nine days, $6,000, big. 
Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Devil 


Is Driving’ (Par), loop first run, 
and ‘Silver Dollar’ (FN), loop sec- 
ond run, split. Maybe $2,506, fair. 
Last week ‘No Man of Her Own’ 


(Par), loop second run, and ‘Central 


Park (FN), first run, split, $3,000, 
good. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Air 
Mail’ (CU), ‘Undercover Man’ (Par) | 


and ‘Robbers Roost’ (Fox), first two 
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‘State Fair’ About 
Doubles Previous 
Wk’s Gross in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Feb. 27. 

‘State Fair’ is the ace draw cur- 
rently on the silver sheet midway 
here, with other pictures doing biz 
not to be complained of. 

‘Cavalcade’ is pulling oke in its 
second week, although start was be- 
low expectations. Weekend favored 
by chilly weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65.—‘To- 
paze’ (RKO) and vaude topped by 
irene Rich. John Barrymore fea- 
tured in billing and not doing much 
magneting at mild $11,500. Last 
week ‘Madame Blanche’ (MG) and 
Will Mahoney headlining stage, 
112,400, n.s.g. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
‘State Fair’ (Fox). Rogers-Gaynor 
and other names have b. o. ring and 
the title and story are added lure 
for past and present rural folks to 
whom pumpkin shows mean a holi- 
day. Gate should hit $18,000, big. 
Last week ‘Hallelujah, I’m a Bum’ 
(UA) $8,800, mild. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-85-$1.10) 
—‘Cavalicade’ (Fox). Pulling $9,500 
in second week, relatively better 
than $10,000 on first seven days. 
House redarkens Friday (March 3). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Blondie Johnson’ (FN) and a Jack 
Pearl short subject. The ‘Vas You 
Dere, Sharlie?’ radio star is the big 
noise In advertising, even louder 
than Blondell and the feature title. 
Getting $5,500, average. Last week 
‘Mystery of Wax Museum’ (WB) 
$7,400, a wham. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 35-55) —‘Dan- 
gerously Yours’ (Fox). Baxter and 
Jordan large typed, romance and 
mystery customers tripping along at 
$6,000 gait, fair. Last week ‘Son- 
Daughter’ (MG) $6,100. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30)— 
‘Face in the Sky’ (Fox) and ‘Lucky 
Devils’ (RKO). Split week, $2,400, 
under normal. Last week ‘Air Host- 
ess’ (Col) and ‘Kid from Spain,’ 
the latter a second run, $3,200, good. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Strange People’ (list Div) and ‘In- 
fernal Machine’ (Fox). Split week, 
$1,900. mild. Last week ‘Smoke 
Lightning’ (Fox) and ‘Secret of Wu 
Sin’ (1st Div), $2,200, oke. 

Strand (1,160; 15-25)—‘West of 
Singapore’ (Mono) first half and 
double bill of ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(Mono) and ‘Crashing Broadway’ 
(Mono) rounding out week. It’s first 
time for this management to go in 
for two-for-one features; $1,400, 
okay. Last week ‘Shock Angel’ and 
‘Penal Code’ $1,100, fair. 

Ufa (400; 30-40)—‘Louise, Queen 
of Prussia’ (German). Normal $900 
wooden-shoe__ trade. Last week 
‘Ronny’ (German) ditto. 


Buffalo Apathetic, 
‘Big Drive,’ $7,000, Best 


Buffalo, Feb. 27. 

The weather is okay out here, but 
even that’s little help to theatre 
business. Even Mae West, a draw 
nearly everywhere else, means 
nothing here. 

By comparison ‘Big Drive’ at 
Great Lakes is best in town at 
$7,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,400; 30-40-55)— 
‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par) and 
stage show. Even Mae West can’t 
buck public apathy. Will be lucky 
to get $14,000. Last week ‘State 
Fair’ (Fox) did better for a change, 
$18,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40) 
—'Big Drive’ (FD). Will get around 
$7,000, not so bad. Last week ‘Sign 
of the Cross’ (Par) got $10,700, very 








nice. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)— 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ (MG) and 
‘Mysterious Rider’ (Par). May get 
$4,800, mild. Last week ‘Face in 
Sky’ (Fox) and ‘Kongo’ (MG) 
srossed $5,700. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25) — 


‘Madame Blanche’ (MG) and ‘Infer- 
nal Machine’ (Fox). Slated to draw 
down $5,500, mild. Last week ‘Son- 
Daughter’ (MG) $5,400. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)—‘Air 
Hostess’ (Col) and ‘Obey the Law’ 


(Col). Nicely for $7,000. Last week 
‘Death Kiss’ and ‘The Crusade’ 
(Maj) $6,500. 





split. Should top $1,209, fairly good. 
Last week, ‘Guardsman’ (MG), ‘Con- 
querors’ (RKO), ‘Tiger Shark’ (FN) 





and ‘You Said a Mouthful’ (FN), 
second and third loop runs, split, 


loop second runs and latter first run, : $900, fair. 





N. H. Prefers to Wait 


For ‘Cay’ at Pop Scale Bway in Something of a Big Lull: 
3 British Films, Swanson, ‘Rome 





New Haven, Feb, 27. 
Stormy week-end gummed works 





ioe OGTR ARE but may recover last 
alf. 

Reception given ‘Cavalcade’ road 
show last week indicates fans are 
willing to wait for regular showing 
later at pop prices. Film, at $1.10 
top, did less business than com- 
petitive houses at lower § scale. 
Orch, sale noticeably light with only | 
real response coming from upstairs. 

Dance marathon, now in third | 
month, still a thorn in side of film | 
houses. Packing ‘em nightly with | 
customers the pix spots could use. | 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50) ‘Woman Accused’ (Par) and 
‘Iron Master’ (Allied). Failing to 
draw, $5,000 is answer. Last week 


‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par) and 
‘Luxury Liner’ (Par) topped recent 
weeks at nice $9,900. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50) 
‘Topaze’ (RKO) and ‘So This Is 
Africa’ (Col). Headed for a nice 
$7,600. Last week ‘Child of Man- 
hattan’ (Col) and ‘What! No Beer?’ 
(MG) got a sweet $8,200, with the 
draw about even. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50) ‘Ladies They Talk About’ (WB) 
and ‘Girl Missing.’ This bill brought 
in a day ahead, for eight-day run, 
to open Washington’s birthday. In- 
dications are for okay $6,700. Last 
week ‘King’s Vacation’ (WEB) and 
‘Williamson Beneath Sea’ (Prin) 
faltered and only six days with a 
mild $5,300. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40) 
‘Big Drive’ (FD) and ‘Dangerously 
Yours’ (Fox). House back to pon 
priced double features and should 
get a fair $2,300 this week. Last 
week ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) roadshow 
at $1.10 top not so hot at $6,500. 


Express the Best of Em: Par, 376 





With no outstanding attractions 
to draw the public past ticket win- 
dows along gross alley in New York, 
not much stirs this week. The alibis 
of the showmen remain the same, 
including the weather, which 
brought an all-day rain Saturday 
and nicked chances considerably 
that day. 

Of the Broadway showshops the 
Capitol was getting the bets on 
business, with its ‘Show Boat’ con- 
densation, plus Barbara Stanwyck 
in ‘Ladies They Talk About,’ a War- 
ner booking, but the odds were all 
wrong. House will be fortunate to 
do $40,000, disappointing. 

‘Show Boat’ is costing the Cap 
$12,500 and contains in lineup, 
among others, Helen Morgan and 
Jules Bledsoe from original cast. 
Recently the Capitol has had what 
looked like some strong drawing 
cards, but business for some reason 
or other has been shying away from 
the house. Last week, on holdover 
of Ed Wynn's ‘Laugh Parade’ show, 
the gross sunk to under $40,000, The 
first week’s take was $53,100. 

Opposition against Wynn, mainly 
from Mae West and her ‘She Done 
Him Wrong’ at Paramount, figured 
importantly the past two weeks. 

Getting $58,600 on her first week 
ond $63,000 on second week of eight 
days, Miss West improved in 
strength as her enzagement pro- 








PRE-INAUGURAL 
CROWDS WILL 
UP WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 27. 

With two straight pic houses do- 
ing repeats and third limping along 
with ‘Hallelujah, I'm a Bum,’ vaudes 
are on top this week. Inauguration 
crowds are beginning to drift in and 
boys are counting on picking up 
some extra money from early ar- 
rivals who are waiting for the big 
event. 

Both ‘Private Jones’ and ‘King’s 
Vacation’ drew second weeks. 
‘Jones’ got leads of dramatic col- 
umns after opening and with good 
deal of ballyhoo behind it turned in 
nice $7,000 for Rialto. Arliss is 
always sure bet at Met, although 
second week opened bit under aver- 
age. First was o. k. with big $10,600. 

‘Hallelujah, I’m a Bum’ opened at 
Palace same day papers were filled 
with observations on Jolson quitting 
air. Column stuff confirmed fans’ 
suspicions that Al wasn’t what he 
ought to be over the air. And they 
seem to have applied same to his 
screen stuff without even going to 
see it. 

‘Street Singer’ is doing things for 
the Earle in a big way, despite hav- 
ing played the Palace less than a 
year ago. Keith’s gave ‘Topaze’ 
three extra days, but changed mind 
and opened ‘No Other Woman’ on 
Monday. 


Estimates for This Week 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-30-35-50- 
60-70) —‘Woman Accused’ (Par) and 
vaude. Street Singer helping to nice 
$20,000 for pre-inauguration week. 
Last week ‘Blondie Johnson’ (FN) 
up against names at straight pic 
houses, and had to be content with 
$15,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘What! No Beer? (MG) and vaude. 
Title is red hot here and week 
should get nice $25,000. Last week 
‘Isle of Lost Souls’ (Par) started 
off big after ads had aroused curi- 
osity. Olsen and Shutta failed to 
stop slump, though, at end. Weak 
with $19,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35-60) 
—‘Hallelujah, I'm a Bum’ (UA). Not 
so much, $13,000. Last week ‘State 





gressed. Certain that she is grow- 
ing on the New York public, Publix 
|is reversing all custom by bringing 
| her and her flicker back to Fridy 
| (3) for a repeat date at the N. Y. 
Par, Miss West is current in 
Brooklyn, where she is heading for 
a tremendous $52,000 week. 

The ‘Diamond Lil’ girl is taking 
nice change out of New York and 
Brooklyn for herself, getting a split 
over $55,000 in N. Y. and over $42,000 
across the East river. Her set sal- 
ary is $5,500. 

This week the N. Y. Par isn't in 
such good shape with ‘King of the 
Jungle’ on screen and Earl Carroll's 


‘Vanities of 1933’ on stage; looks 
only around $37,000, poor. 
Over in Radio City, the Music 


Hall is straining to beat last week 
for a $95,000 goal. Picture is ‘Our 
Betters,’ with Constance Bennett 


CANTOR, 186; 0&4, 176, 
LEAD SPOTTY NEWARK 


Newark, Feb. 27. 

Eddie Cantor plus a tremendous 
radio draw should top the town in 
‘Kid from Spain,’ with better than 
a great $18,000 at Loew's. Oppos- 
ing are Olsen and Johnson at Proc- 
tor’s, who may come close to $17,000, 
and ‘Follow Thru,’ with a local fa- 
vorite, Joe Penner, at the Par- 
amount-Newark not likely to pass 
$9,500, as it first opened here, but 
fair enough at that. 

All in all it looks like a fair week. 
Warner Brothers sensed it Friday 
and pulled ‘Nagana’ from the Brad- 
ford by Saturday after it had run 
for three days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Ladies They Talk About’ (WB). 
Pinch-hitter rushed in on six days 
will do well to rate $8,000. Last 
week ‘Mystery of Wax Museum’ 
(WB), cut to seven days, onty fair 
at $9,300. 

Capito! (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 

—Hard to Handle’ (WB), and ‘Is- 
land of Lost Souls’ (Par). Should 
as regularly beat a nice $5,000. Last 
week ‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par), and 
‘Vampire Bat’ (Maj) good but dis- 
appointing at $5,300. 
Littie (Cinema) (299; 25-40-50)— 
‘Gitta Entdeckt Ihr Herz’ (Cap), and 
‘Der Falsche Feldmarschal’ (Cap). 
Doubtful of pulling $1,000. Last 
week ‘Kameradschaft’ (Nero) got 
press raves but business fell to a 
bad $700. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75)—Kid 
From Spain’ (UA) and vaude. Can- 











Fair’ (Fox) got better and better to 
turn in beautiful $18,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- | 
69)—‘No Other Woman’ (RKO). 


tor great and even packed Sat. mat. 
when business here is usually not 
so hot. May swish far beyond a 
sweet $18,000. Last week ‘Madame 
Glanche’ (MG) mild at $11,000. 





Opened Monday and, with inaugu- 
ration right smack in middle of run, | 
it should do well, $9,000. “Topaze’ | 
(RKO) stayed three extra days and 
as very good $11,500 for the 10 
days. 

Met (WB) (1,583: 25-35-50-70)— 
‘King’s Vacation’ (WB). Arliss’ sec- 
ond week looks for fair $4,500. Last 
week was usual Arliss opener with 
nice $10,000. 

Rialto (U) (1,853: 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Private Jones’ (U). Also getting | 
repeat, headed for acceptable $3,500 
Last week turned in $7,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232: 15-25- | 
35-40)—‘Handle With Care’ (Fox). | 
Out-of-town crowds will hoist this 
to better than average with $3,500 
Last week ‘Whistling in the Dark’ 
(MG) o. k. with $3,200. 


} 


Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
95)—‘Luxury Liner’ (Par), and ‘Fol- 
low Thru’ tab. Musical been here 
before and fair at $9,500. Last week 
She Done Him Wrong’ (Par) $190,- 
309. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-75)— 


Sailor Be Good’ (Maj), and Olsen 
fand Johnson. Team's . ballyhoo 
j} made much bigger by local staff and 

built fine opening. Should reach 

317.000. Last week ‘No Other 
i Woman’ (RKO) and WOR’s Voice 
| of Experience drew great on mats to 

i nice $16,000. 


Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-50) 

‘State Fair’ (Fox). Second week 
will have hard sledding to make 
$4,000 against the field. Last week 
Meowas great ai over $3,000. 


monicker, Last week the Hall got 
$91,300. 

. .@r of the RC houses, RKO 
Roxy, will also beat the previous 


week’s take of $30,000 with ‘Rome 


Express,’ British make, expected to 
get $35,000. This business, nowev: 
is not so good. 

The old Roxy, ploughing along 


fairly contentedly, will be in the 
black mildly at $21,000 on ‘Man Who 
Won,’ also a British film, while the 
Strand also appears probable for 
$20,000 and a profit from ‘Blondie 
Johnson.’ Picture opened Saturday 
(25), not the usual change day, and 
will holdover a second week from 
expectations. 

‘Perfect Understanding,’ Gloria 
Swanson’s English-made, the third 
import on Main street, opened at 
the Rivoli Wednesday (22) (Wash- 
ington’s Birthday) and though fail- 
ing to get good notices is anticipat- 
ing a pretty good $23,000 on its first 
' week. 

Mayfair, Palace and Winter Gar- 
den are all down in the lower 
brackets. 

On Thursday (2), when RKO 
gives up tenancy of the Mayfair, 
‘Dangerously Yours’ will be show- 
ing a small gross on week of only 
around $7,000. Walter Reade, owner, 
will try to rent the house to an- 
other tenant. Failing that, he will 
operate it himself. 

Palace, with ‘Sailor Be Good,’ an 
indie on first run, with $6,000 is very 
poor, while Winter Garden will do 
better than both this house and the 
Mayfair on a chance for $8,000 or 
more; ‘Grand Slam’ the attraction, 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; $1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘Rasputin’ (MG) (10th week). Will 
blow in around a couple weeks after 
a pretty long run. Three Barry- 
mores have not been the draw they 
were expected to be. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-99-$1.65)— 
‘Ladies They Talk About’ (WB) and 
‘Show Boat’ on stage. Condensed 
Ziegfeld show, running 90 minutes, 
with Helen Morgan and Jules Bled- 
oe of original company, plus Bar- 
bara Stanwyck on screen failing to 
draw. Take will be around $40,000. 
Last week, second of ‘What! No 
Beer?’ (MG) and Ed Wynn’s ‘Laugh 
Parade’ just under $40,000, n.s.g. 

Gaiety (811; $1.10-$1.65)—‘Caval- 
cade’ (Fox) (8th week). Demand for 
seats is getting milder as picture’s 
ru.. increases and closing nears, but 
at close to $13,000 is still doing very 
big. Last week’s take was $12,900. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-75)—‘Dan- 
gerously Yours’ (Fox). This is the 
swan song for Mayfair under RKO 
operation. It’s a dying swan on 
grosses, with only around $7,000 on 
the week coming in. Last week 
‘Nagana’ (U) didn’t do much bet- 
ter, $9,000, in the red. 

Palace (1,700; 25-40-55-75)—‘Sail- 
or Be Good’ (Radio). In on first- 
run showing, but flopporoo at $6,000. 
Last week ‘Lucky Devils’ (RKO) 
also first run, also very bad, $5,200. 

Paramount (3,664: 35-55-75) — 
‘King of Jungle’ (Par) and stage 
show. Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities of 
1933’ on stage and picture not get- 
ting the mon, with prospects not 
hot for over $37,000. Last week, 
second of Mae West and ‘She Done 
Him Wrong’ did right by house and 
nicely at $63,000 on eight days. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 35- 
55-75)—‘Our Betters’ (RKO) and 
stage show. Romping for a huge 
$95,000, not a new high, but still 
plenty do-re-mi, Last week ‘Great 
Jasper’ (RKO) $91,300. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-8&)—‘Per- 
fect Understanding’ (UA). Opened 
Wednesday (22) and on first seven 
days will get $23,000, okay in view 
of lack of raves. Final (second) 
week of Al Jolson’s ‘Bum’ under 
$12,000, poor. 

RKO Roxy (3,525; 85-55-75)— 
‘Rome Express’ (U) and stage show. 
At $35,000 will be beating previous 
week, when stiffer opposition came 
from Broadway, but not so good 
with this figure putting house in 
red. Last week ‘Face in the Sky’ 
(Fox) dipped deeper into crimson at 
$30,000, new low. 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35)—‘Man Who 
Won’ (Powers) and stage show. 
Looks like this indie will get a profit 
of around $3,000 for this once big- 
time deluxer on a gross intake of 
$21,000 or better. Last week, black 
‘also showed up at $23,500 on ‘Ghost 
| ‘Train’ (B&D). 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-65-7T5)— 
| ‘Blondie Johnson’ (WB). Opened 
Saturday (25) and looks to $20,000. 
Will hold over, under plans, Last 
week ‘Wax Museum’ (WB) on 11 
days got $23,200, nice. 
| Winter Garden (1,418; 25-35-55)— 
‘Grand Slam’ (WB). Finishes its 
first week tonight (Monday) at 
j}around $8,000 and will hold for an- 
}other week or a portion of it. The- 
'atre was reopened for this picture 
under operation of the Shuberts, 
with Harry Charnas doing the film 
buying. 
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Both News and Novelty; State Fair, 
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Chicago, Feb. 27. 

It looks like Chicago has some 
bright tidings to report. Good busi- 
ness prevails in several lobbies this 
week. And that’s both news and 
novelty. 

‘State Fair’ at the Oriental, ‘42d 
Street’ at the Chicago, and ‘Sign of 
the Cross’ at the United Artists 
dominate the situation, but ‘Caval- 
cade,’ reserved-seating it at the 
Erlanger, is also pressing for atten- 
tion. The Palace, too, is whisking 
along briskly with its combination 
of screen and the only vaudeville in 


town. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (UBO) (1,500; 50-$1.10)— 
Rasputin’ (MG). Three’ Barry- 
mores probably a curiosity bringer- 
outer. Business modest but better 
than expected. Matinees weak but 
nights fair. Has practically dropped 
$1.65 ducats in favor of $1.10 top. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
—'‘42nd Street’ (WB) and stage 
show. Ought to do nice $36,000 or 
so. Last week ‘Woman Accused’ 
(Par) plus Mary Garden got $37,400. 

Erlanger (UBO) (1,318; 55-$1.65) 
—‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) (3d week). 
Will top $11,000 for second week, a 
pick-up. Attraction has extended 
dea! with house for at least one 
extra week beyond original four- 
week booking. Word-of-mouth gen- 
erally favorable. 

McVicker’s (B&K) (2,284; 35-55) 
— ‘Ladies They Talk About’ (WB). 
House in bad slump and getting 
about same type of product as 
Roosevelt with mongrel policy. Bar- 
bara Stanwyck flapper stuff might 
be expected to mean $6,500, pretty 
bad. Last week ‘Parachute Jumper’ 
(WB) landed with $5,800. 


Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75) 
—‘State Fair’ (Fox). Opened 
strongly and will probably be 


around $20,000 for first week. That’s 
splendid these days and suggests a 
three-week stay. Final week of 
‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing’ (WB) 
garnered $7,700, poor. 

Palace (RKO) (2,533; 40-65-83) 
‘Private Jones’ (U) and stage show. 
House has had a spurt again after 
a couple of poor weeks. Looking 
for $22,000 currently, although pic- 
ture can't compare with last week’s 
*‘Topaze’ (RKO) that earned much 
enthusiasm and $22,500, snappy. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
75)—‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par). After 
$1.65 glitter of last month opened 
here to the promise of $18,000, one 
of finest grosses house has had this 
season. Expected to stay three 
weeks. 


COLUMBUS VERY SHOW 
MINDED; “WIRES,” 106 


Columbus, Feb. 27. 

City is becoming show conscious 
again. Spurt began last week after 
several not so forte. Auto show in 
the past stanza drew heavily and 
aided theatres by bringing the folks 
downtown section nights. This 
week show biz is on its own merits 
but set for nice returns all round. 
Feature of the week is the advertis- 


ing of several of the houses. 

Lee Tracy is fast becoming one 
of the town’s favs and will do plenty 
in helping the Ohio over the top 
this week with ‘Clear All Wires.’ 
*Topaze’ and ‘Employees’ Entrance’ 
at the Grand are other outstanders. 

Estimates for This Week 











Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40)— 
*Topaze’ (RKO). Better than good 
and should do nice $7,000. Last 
wa ‘Half Naked Truth’ (RKO) 
7.250. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Clear All Wires’ (MG). Will hit 
Plenty heavy $10,000-$11,000 with 


half a break. Last week ‘Madame 
Blanche’ (MG) just managed to top 
$7,500. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500: 
—‘Billion Dollar Scandal’ (Par). Has 
every appearance of being just 
averaze in value; $7,000 about right. 
Last week ‘Tonight Is Ours’ (Par) 
garnered good $7,400. 

Grard (Neth) 
‘Employees’ Entrance’ (WB). Strong 
enough pull to hit good $4,500. Last 
week Arliss’ name nwlenty for the 
customers and ‘King’s Vacation’ 
(WB) made off with neat $5,400. 

Majestic (RKO) (1.100; 20-35)— 
*Penguin Pool Murder’ (RKO). This 
type film favorite at this house and 
should hit nice $2,900. Last week 
‘Sign of Cross’ (Par), second week, 

at pop prices did mighty nice $3,000. 


25-40) 


(1,100; 25-40)— | 





— 
B’ham Doesn’t Know Mae 
West, But $8,500 Is Oke 


Birmingham, Feb. 27. 
It looks like another Alabama 
week with ‘She Done Him Wrong’ 
and ‘You Said Mouthful’ as double 
bill and ‘Topaze’ coming in second. 
Warm weather and plenty of rain 
not helping situash much, 


Last week ‘State Fair’ pulled a 
surprise and got more than $11,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 25-35- 
40)—‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par) 
and ‘You Said Mouthful’ (WB). 
Mae West isn’t so very well known 
but grossing nicely just the same; 
$8,500. Last week ‘State Fair’ 

(Fox), bounced a swell $11,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘To- 
paze’ (RKO). Barrymore only help; 
$3,500. Last week ‘Nagana’ (U) 
and ‘Sailor Be Good’ (RKO) so-so 
$2,900. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—‘Sec- 
ond Hand Wife’ (Fox). Pretty good, 
$1,800. Last week ‘What! No Beer?’ 
(MG), nice $2,200. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 
‘Trailing the Killer’ (WW). 

ful of anything big, $2,000. 
week ‘One Way Passage’ 
around $1,700. 

Galax (Wilby) (500; 15-20)—‘Her 
Mad Night’ (Mayfair), and ‘Whis- 
tling in the Dark’ (MG), split. An- 
other programmer and that’s all. 
$900. Last week ‘Jungle’ Bride’ 
(Mono), and ‘Heart Punch’ (May- 
fair), $800. 


25)— 
Doubt- 
Last 
(WB), 





Weather Favors Seattle, 
But Film Fare’s No Help 


Seattle, Feb. 27. 
Springy weather is favorable to 
b.o. New overhead costs make the 
situation better than would be the 
case if drastic cuts had not been 
made here and there. Lower price 
scale is also a factor in keeping the 
twenty grand b.o. merely a matter 


of history. When its half that now, 
biz is deemed rosy. 

‘Cavalcade,’ at the Metropolitan, 
roadshowed, is the main talk about 
town. Advance sale good. Opened 
Friday, set in for week; then ‘Ras- 
putin,’ also a week. Kent Thomson 
is new manager here, with Eddie 
Cooke scouting around for bookings, 
a more active season heing in pros- 
pect for this legit spot. Rumors of 
ees, too, and of the right type, or 
nil. 

Fifth Ave. again double bills, 
holding over ‘Cross’ and sliding dis- 
mally. Paramount has been getting 
nice biz past few weeks, consider- 
ing. This week the management 
and publicity department are trying 
a new angie to get some kale for 
Kate Smith’s ‘Hello Everybody,’ 
selling ‘Radio Revue for ‘1933,’ in- 
cluding shorts of Crosby, Burns and 
Allen, and Tracy. In advertising all 
these names equally, with ‘Hello 
Everybody’ in lower case type. But 
it’s not panning out, the $4,500 pace 
being very blah. 

The Hamrick and Jensen-von 
Herberg houses are grinding away 
\at steady click, but most of the 
other spots are uncertainties. 

‘Cross’ holding over at the Fifth 
Ave., is heading for an all-time low 
| of $2,500; this certainly isn’t a two- 
week town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,106; 25-40) 
‘Hello, Everybody’ (Par). Being sold 
as part of ‘Revue of Radio, 1933.’ 
Expected $4,500 is brutal, the appar- 
ent bid for the ether fans proving a 
dud. Last week ‘She Done Him 
Wrong’ (Par) okay; nice crowds 
and they liked Mae West, too, $8,- 
900. 

Fifth Ave. (PNW) (2,300: 25-40) 
—‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par) (2nd wk) 
and ‘Luxury Liner’ (Par). Latter 
given some play in papers, along 
with the holdover of ‘Cross,’ but lat- 
ter again proves this is a one-week 





town; $2,500 is brutal: new low. 
|; Last week, with 55c top, ‘Sign of 
jthe Cross’ (Par), fair, not much 


| hankering for Biblical stories, it 
| Seems, especially among the younger 
| generation, $9,100. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
(2,000;  10-15-25)—‘Flaming Guns’ 
;(U). Backed with oke shorts, all 
; well exploited, $5,500, big. Last week 
|‘Man Against Woman’ (Col): got 
nice money, $4,800. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
35)—‘Hard to Handle’ (WB). Ruth 
Donnelly getting the play, Cagney 
| soft pedaled, as considered no card 
here. Added attraction, 20 
stage show from KJR station, in 


| ara Gras, 8-plece band, etc., help- |fafr $8,000. Last week, 


ing for $3,500, good. Toet m- 


L’ ville Fare Fair 


Louisville, Feb. 27. 

‘Sign of the Cross’ tickled Mer. 
Flynn Stubblefield pink when first 
week business justified its being 
held a second at the Strand. 

Walter Hampden is presenting 
‘Hamlet’ and ‘Caponsacchi’ at the 
Memorial Auditorium Thursday. 
Advance sale for both indicates nice 
attendance. 

Paderewski is always an event 
well supported here. Sales for his 
Friday concert are heavy. 

Nadja, burlesque teaser, continues 
for third week at Gayety. Visited 
U. of L. Playhouse and professed 
keen interest in work. Tickled Boyd 
Martin, director, and C-J drammer. 
All legits combined no help to the 
pix houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-35-50)—‘Clear 
All Wires’ (MG). Mild at $6,000. 
Last week ‘Madame Blanche’ (MG) 
$4,500, poor. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,700; 25- 
30-55)—“Woman Accused’ (RKO) 
and five acts RKO vaudeville. Off 
at $8,000. Last week ‘Hard to Han- 
dle’ (WB) and vaude, $7,000. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,706; 25- 
$5-50)—‘Sign of Cross’ (Par). Held 
for second week to mild $3,000. Last 
week ‘Sign of Cross’ did a corking 
$9,500, which inspired the h.o. 
Brown (2,000; 25-35-40)—“No 
Other Woman’ (RKO). Weak with 
$1,800. Last week was pitiful, ‘As 
Devil Commands’ (Coy) only $1,600. 
Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 15-25- 
40)—’Broadway Bay’ (Fox). Fair 
$2,000. Last week ‘Smoke Light- 
ning’ (Fox), $2,200. 


STATE FAIR’ 34 
WK, INDPLS. 
A RECORD 


Indianapolis, Feb. 27. 


For the first time in history this 
spot has a film, ‘State Fair,’ being 
held over a third week, and biz at 
most other theatres is growing 
spectacular. The Apollo, a 1,100- 
seater, is doing dramatic biz with 
‘State Fair.’ 

Likewise, ‘Sign of the Cross’ 
reached such grosses at the Indiana 
week of Feb. 13 that the Circle, 
owned by the company operating 
the Indiana, is booking it in for a 
return engagement. Circle is bump- 
ing along, so this film may help out. 

Indiana this week has _ ‘20,000 
Years’ and should do well. 

Up at the Lyric, scene of many 











struggles to get good pictures, 
‘Broadway Bad’ and the closing 
week of the Raynor Lehr unit 


should pack ’em in. Lehr has been 
here since the first of the year, re- 
placing five acts of RKO vaude. 
After his fade, the WLS Barn Dance 
unit will come in for week. 

‘Clear All Wires’ at the Palace is 
doing swell. Tracy has climbed well 
in this community. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—State Fair’ (Fox). In its third 
week, something of a sensation lo- 
cally, will get around $4,000. Last 
week $6,000, and previous week did 
around $7,000. Ads carried through- 
out previous week announcing ‘To- 
jaze’ just went to waste. 

Circle (Circle) (2,600; 25-35)— 
‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par). Replay 
from Indiana; will get around $4,500. 
Last week ‘Wax Museum’ (FN) did 
good biz at $4,000. 

Indiana (Circle) (3,300; 25-40)— 
‘20,000 Years’ (WB). Will get around 
$14,000, good. Last week ‘King’s 
Vacation’ (WB) grossed around $7,- 
500. Fats Waller of WLW on stage. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
40)—‘Clear All Wires’ (MG). Good 
for $8,000. Jack Flex, sick manager, 
has returned to work, replacing L. 
M. Iarrar, relief man. ‘What! No 
Beer?’ (MG) was soothing to his flu 
feelings at $9,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-40) 
—'Broadway Bad’ (Fox), Lehr unit 
and three RKO acts on the stage. 
Oke for $7,900. Last week same 
Stage outfit and ‘Smoke Lighting’ 
(Fox) got around $7,500. 





“Wax Museum’ (WB) got along for 
nice $3,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick) 
35)—‘Half Naked Truth’ (RKO). 
With Lee (‘Blessed Event’) Tracy 
billed that way, look $5,000, rreat. 
Which will nose out last week's ex- 


(950; 


9° 
2a- 


000, slow. Last week ‘Conquerors’ 

(RKO) and ‘One Way 

(WB) fair at $3,600. 
Metropolitan (University) (1,400: 





people | 


55-$1.10)—‘Cavaleade’ (Fox). Heav- 
ily exploited, looks to go over for a 


Weather and Stage 
Opposish Combined 
Damper on Prov. Biz 


Providence, Feb. 27. 

Weather put a damper to things 
generally over the week-end, and 
most spots took it on the chin, Lit- 
tle prospect of a recovery later in 
the week as the picture product for 
the most is weak, and in no posi- 
tion to overcome the swell stage 


fare in town. 

‘Cavalcade,’ road-showing at the 
legit house, Carlton, has the field 
all to itself, and judging by first 
few days response this Fox picture 
will be in the lead by a substantial 
margin, 

Heading the list of live entertain- 
ment is the new dramatic stock at 
the Modern, which only recently 
went dark after unsuccessful try at 
burlesque. Local chain theatre men 
are backing the new stock venture, 
and apparently are getting the sup- 
port of the papers. Top price is 
50c. 

The city’s three combo houses, 
Fay’s, RKO Albee and the Metro- 
politan, are plugging classy vaude, 
and depend upon the variety por- 
tion of their bills to make things 
hum. Indications are that Fay’s 
will recover from last week’s set- 
back, and be just behind the Carl- 
ton. The Met is still suffering from 
union troubles, and things are not 
so rosy, even though management 
has changed policy on a split-week 
basis and spotted some nice vaude- 
ville. 

Grosses seem to be pretty well 
distributed among picture houses. 
Picture product at these’ spots 
seems to have no particular appeal 
for the fans, and the going is just 
SO-so. 

This week sees the second run 


tractions to bring biz from the 
downtown section. Also there are a 
couple of nabe houses that have 
added five acts of vaudeville to twin 
bili program to build things up, and 
the bait apparently is working. 

On top of all this the last week 
saw two honky-tonks established in 
the downtown district, something 
that Providence has never had. 
Judging by the looks of things these 
two places are getting the pennies, 
and the whole situation is giving 
plenty of grief to the picture spots. 


Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-66)—‘To- 
paze’ (RKO) and Rae Samuels 
heading nice variety bill. There’s 
no denying that the attraction here 
for the fans is the live entertain- 
ment, even though John Barrymore 
is having nice things said about his 
work this week. Will surely cross 
the line at $7,500, fair. Last week 
‘They Just Had to Get Married’ (U) 
got a nice $9,000. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,500; 55-$1.10)— 
‘Cavaleade’ (Fox). Hailed by the 
press as the biggest cinema attrac- 
tion since sound. Had the advan- 
tage of a midweek opening and even 
though handicapped by terrific snow 
over the weekend, should be able to 
show a fine $9,500. 


Fay’s (1,600; 15-55)—‘Blondie 
Johnson’ (WB) and vaude. Good 


all-around show, and getting the 
takers, mainly because of vaudeville, 
which is stronger than usual. Pres- 
ent indications are that house will 
strike the gong at $7,200. Last week 
‘Officer 13’ (Allied) suffered from 
strong picture product, and $6,000 
was N.8.g. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 10-25)— 
‘Clear All Wires’ (MG). New price 
scale has built up fine kiddie trade, 
anytime at 10c, but this is driving 
the grownups away who find it hard 
to enjoy pictures with kids all over 
this former de luxe spot. If gross 
touches $5,500 it will be nothing 
short of a miracle. Last week 
‘What! No Beer? (MG) was on the 
tail end of things at a poor $5,800. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘King’s Vacation’ (WB) and ‘Woman 
in Bondage’ (Auten). Arliss feature 
okay, but being handicapped by the 
British-made film. Ordinarily Arliss 
would be able to hurdle opposish 
fine, but with the weather and other 
circumstances against it, house will 
be lucky if it will get $6,000. Last 
week ‘State Fair’ (Fox) and ‘Strange 
People’ (Chest) swell at $9,209. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-40)—‘Wom- 
an Accused’ (Par) and ‘Mysterious 
Rider’ (Par). Bill fairly good but 
not strong enough to stir things up. 
It may go $7,000, but no more; so-so. 
Last week ‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par) 





| 


| 


cellent King's Vacation’ (WB), | 
Which shot up to almost five grand. | 

Coliseum (PNW) (1,800; 15-25)— | 
‘Fiesh’ (MG) and ‘Me and My Gal’ | 
(Fox). Double bill, on way to $3.- | 


Passage’ 


| 
| 
| 


was the biggest thing in town at 
$9,800, and the highest gross house 
has seen in months. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25)—‘Air 


Hostess’ (Col) and ’McKenna of the 
Mounted’ (Col). Bill oke and looks 
a good $3,800. Last week ‘Man of 
Action’ (Col) and ‘No Other Wom- 
an’ (Col) oke at $2,290. 
Metropolitan (3,400: 10-25)- 
‘Breach of Promise’ (Mono) and 


even acts of vaudeville. Switch in 


| program with two changes weekly. 
This one not likely to go over $1,500 
as union troubles are no help to the- 
;}atre. Last week ‘Wild Party’ (Par) 


dark, ex- | was 
; 


off at $2,800, with house not 


Md. B. 0.’s Accep 
Checks in Bank 
Siesta; Biz NSB 


Baltimore, Feb. 27. 
Joining the fashionable parade of 
the hour, the sovereign State of 
Maryland—the Free State—called a 
three-day legal holiday to give the 
banking situation, which had been 
running ahead for about a week, to 








house, Capitol, trying out stage at-! 


clear. In the week preceding the 
declaration of holiday some $6,000,- 
000 was withdrawn from the local 
banks by panicky depositors, and 
that withdrawal tide was constantly 
increasing. 

While the move by Gov. Albert C, 
Ritchie has shaken up the State 
somewhat it is recognized by all ob- 
servers that it was only way out of 
the dilemma, and that the entire 
State will be in a healthier financial 
position because of the enforced 
holiday, which ends Wednesday (1), 

Show business naturally was hit 
along with the rest of the commer- 
cial enterprises of the State, and 
many theatres were making drastic 
switches in policy in order to cope 
with the unusual situation. To off- 
set the scarcity of immediate cur- 
rency, most neighborhood theatres 
are accepting checks from steady 
patrons in payment for admissions. 
And in some of the smaller nabe 
spots, groceries and other staple 
products are being accepted at the 
box office in exchange for ducats. 

This is especially true in the 
smaller towns, which have been 
more affected by the holiday. In 
these towns, where there are few 
places other than banks for the ex- 
change of money, the bank holiday 
is really cramping the commercial 
situation. And in these towns there 
has been a more appreciable falling 
off in trade than here in Baltimore, 
the metropolis of this State. 

Not that Baltimore is not feeling 
the situation. It is; the theatres fig- 


/ uring to lose about 20% of the normal 


gross because of the tightness of the 
money situation. Only one or two 
of the theatres appear able to really 
hold to strong grosses, the others 
are falling off somewhat, though not 
enough to frighten any of the exe 
hibitors. 

Rather a shame, because there's a 
line-up of sock attractions practi- 
cally all down the line this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35- 
45-55-65)—‘Mme. Blanche’ (MG) and 
vaude. Smacking combo of great 
vaude lineup, headed by George Ol- 
sen band and Ethel Shutta, and the 
swell women’s flicker, is pushing 
this house stoutly against the bank 
holiday doldrum tide. Will pulmotor 
the b. o. to $16,000, excellent under 
the conditions. Last week ‘What! 
No Beer’ (MG) clicked at $16,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 

25-35-45-55-65)—‘Secrets of French 
Police’ (RKQ) and ‘Rhapsody in 
Black’ tab, headed by Ethel Waters, 
on the stage. All up to the Lew 
Leslie tab, since the picture ad- 
mitted a weak sister which Izzy 
Rappaport has been pushing around 
for some time, and used this week 
on a sneak-in try. Musical tabs go 
at this house, and that colored angle 
is help. May stick to pace for $15,- 
000, good. Last week ‘Topaze’ 
(RKO) built steadily and clipped 
away with $15,800, particularly 
strong on the evening shows. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 30- 
40-50) —‘Big Drive’ (FD). Newsreel 
feature is repeating its good busi- 
ness, and looks set to give this 
house another winning week of $5,- 
000. House is going strong for radio 
names on its screen. This week is a 
Jack Pearl short that’s being 
plugged heavily, and meaning a 
great deal at the ticket window. 
Last week was radio session with 
‘Hello Everybody’ (Par) and a num- 
ber of radio shorts. Ended slower 
than it started, finishing to $4,800, 
fair enough. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 30-40-50) 
—‘So This Is Africa’ (Col). Wheeler 
and Woolsey comedy is meat for 
this town, particularly since it hap- 
pens to be the only belly-laugh 
comedy in the downtown sector cur- 
rently. Will keep the register merry 
at $5,000. ‘State Fair’ (Fox) fin- 
ished a whopping fortnight stay to 
$5,800 for the second session, terrific. 

_Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-35- 
$5-55-65)—‘She Done Him Wrong’ 
(Par). Started smoothly and gives 
evidence of building pace from 
word-of-mouth, though Mae West is 
not particularly known here. Hit- 
ting it up at present for fair « nough 
$13,000. ‘Hallelujah, I'm a Bum’ 
(UA) perished last wheek when it 
finished its week stay to $9 100. 


Hecht Staging Dances 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Harold Hecht is directins the 
dance numbers for Radio’s mu ical, 
‘Maiden Cruise.’ 





Film will use 36 line girls and 
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Lotsa Anti-B. 0. 
Worries in S. F., 


But Two Do Big 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 

The recently reopened dog races, 
an almost fanatical interest in jig- 
gaw puzzles, a renewed interest in 
bridge, the numerous radio pro- 
grams with ‘names’ and some talk 
of a depression, when all put to- 
eether, spell headaches for some 
showmen, but Paramount and 
Golden Gate are in the big money 
none the less. 

Dog races at El Cerrito and Bel- 
mont are together drawing a nightly 





average of 15,000. When weather 
warms up a bigger draw is ex- 
pected. Jigsaw craze is keeping 


plenty people home, likewise bridge. 
And the Munchausens, Wynns, Can- 
tors, Jolsons of the air are warming 
more rocking chairs than in the his- 
tory of radio. 

So it’s taking much brainwork 
and plenty energy on the part of 
managers to entice customers. Once 
fm a blue moon a cinch draw like 
‘Cavalcade’ comes along and runs 
up neat grosses on word-of-mouth 
started by publicity. But for most 
part it’s sheer man power putting 
over majority of local shows. 

Deletion of stage shows, paring of 
budgets and salaries has allowed 
admission slashing in most houses. 
Taken all in all, Frisco houses 
aren’t as bad off as those in other 
cities. Especially when in one 
week (last week, when 34,000 sail- 
ors with a million were in) com- 
bined gross of six downtown first 
run houses hit approximately $77,- 
000, three of ‘em small grossers at 
that. 

Fox St. Francis is continuing to 
wallop ’em with ‘Cavalcade’ in its 
second week. House has been pull- 
fng classiest of class trade and 
seats are selling from front row 
clear back to the wall. And $1.10 
top, too. 

Paramount bearing down heavily 
on ‘Sign of the Cross’ selling it as 

retty hot stuff with allusions to 
“flesh madness,’ ‘a lust crazed em- 

ire,’ etc. Warfield has ‘Ladies 
They Talk About’ penned by Dor- 
othy Mackaye who’s known here 
for her term in nearby San Quentin, 
On stage is Ben Turpin (Walter 
Hiers didn’t open), Snub Pollard 
and Teddy Joyce, with Walt Roes- 
mer conducting in what might be 
his final week. 

yolden Gate postponed its book- 
fng of Barrymore in ‘Topaze’ and 
instead brought in Lee Tracey in 
*Private Jones.’ UA has swell ad- 
vertising, but little biz on ‘Madame 
Butterfly, while Embassy doing 
best week yet with Karloff in ‘Old 
Dark House’ and still isn’t bragging. 
Repeated stench bombings and 
union picketing not helping. 

Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (Markowitz) (1,700; 25- 
85) ‘Old Dark House’ (U). Best 
yet but poor at $3,500. Last week 
‘Explorers of World’ got meagre 
$2,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65) ‘Private Jones’ (U) and vaude. 
Should get very big $17,000, just 
under whale of a $17,500 on last 
week’s ‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col). 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
65) ‘Sign of Cross’ (Par). Will get 
a handsome $22,000 and probably 


holdover. Sexy advertising helping. 
Last stanza of ‘State Fair’ (Fox) 
(2d week) got good $16,000. 

St. Francis (Fox) (1,600; 65-83- 


$1.10) ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) (2d week). 
Class trade packing house, two 
shows daily, and $10,000 is equal to 
frst week. 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50) 
“iadame Butterfly’ (Par). Poor at 


$6,090. Jolson in ‘Hallelujah’ for its 
second and last week got poor 
$7,000. 


Warfield (Fox) (35-55-65) ‘Ladies 
They Talk About’ (WB)-‘and stage 
show. Turpin, Pollard and Joyce 
on stage helping, okay $18,000. Last 
week great $24,500 on Cagney in 
Flard to Handle’ and Mickey Wal- 
ker and Monte Blue in person. 





As Sub for Thalberg 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Although resigning from_ the 
Academy's board of directors, Irv- 
ing Thalberg has reconsidered on 
the request of other members and 
will be carried as an inactive mem- 
ber until his return from Europe 
when he will go back on the board. 
Another producer was elected to fill 





his place as a substitute, Darryl 
Zanuck. 

Board meets Wednesday night 
(29) to consider several matters 


among them a report of the agency 
situation from a committee headed 
by J. Theodore Reed. Present pro- 
ducer members of the board are B. 
P. Schulberg and M. C. Levee, 


‘State Fair’ Oke $11,000, 
But Mae West Doesn’t 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 
Warm weather, with all the signs 
of spring, the usual pre-Lenten rush 
and a nice collection of b. o. attrac- 
tions are reducing the pessimism 
around here this week and bring- 
ing hope and cheer. 

Sensation of the week, and of the 
season, too, for that matter is ‘The 
Big Drive’ at the Fulton, where 
indications point to a great $8,750, 
best here in more than a year. Great 
ballyhoo campaign gave house a 
record-breaking opening and war 
picture has captured local fancy; 
should stick a second week, first 
hold-over Fulton has had since ‘De- 
licious.’ Takings here no tip-off on 
total admissions either, since town 


has been flooded with two-for- 
ones, probably giving site a new 
mark for number of persons who 


have passed through the door. 

‘State Fair,’ very promising at 
the Stanley, should wind up with a 
profitable $11,000. While Mae West 
may be big in New York, apparently 
she doesn’t mean a thing in the 
sticks for her ‘She Done Him 
Wrong’ at Penn shapes up like a 
mediocre $9,000. 

Nixon bettered expectations with 
‘Rasputin’ getting around $8,500 for 
only week of road show engagement. 
Warner dropping with ‘Hot Pepper’ 
to around $4,750 after great week 
with ‘Sign of the Cross,’ while Davis 
is heading for neat $3,900 with ‘Na- 
gana’ and ‘He Learned About 
Women.’ 

Back to legit for Nixon after five 
straight weeks of roadshow films, 
two weeks with ‘Sign of Cross,’ 
same with ‘Cavalcade’ and single 
week with ‘Rasputin.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40)— 
‘Nagana’ (U) and ‘He Learned 
About Women’ (Par). Looks like 


an all right $3,900 for this dual bill, 
with U’s jungle picture getting pre- 
cedence in billing and attracting the 
customers. Last week ‘No Other 
Woman’ (RKO) and ‘Dangerously 
Yours’ (Fox) $3,750. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-40)—‘Big Drive’ (FD). Official 
war picture a clean-up and should 
have no trouble getting $8,750, sen- 
sational here. Opening day, 8,000 
customers passed through the gates, 
two-for-ones, however, keeping 
down the gross. May stay a sec- 
ond week, although still proble- 
matical. Last week ‘Death Kiss’ 
(WW) in five days under $3,000. 

Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—Rasputin) (MG). A 
pleasant surprise at $8,500. Few 
seats at the $1.65 scale, with most 
of downstairs getting $1.10. Started 
slowly, but built nicely on strength 
of good notices, word-of-mouth and 
positively ‘one week only’ heralding. 
House back to legit now, with ‘Coun- 
sellor-at-Law’ after five weeks of 
roadshow films. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par). 
Mae West apparently no panic in 
sticks, with weak $9,000 in prospect. 
She has only played here once on 
stage, and star billing for her may 
be proportious in New York, but not 
in hinterlands. Last week ‘What! 
No Beer?’ (MG) $8,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘State Fair’ (Fox). Name cast and 
good programmer should have no 
trouble doing a neat $11,000, with no 
kicks coming. Picture got little bill- 
ing, with WB concentrating bill- 
boards on ‘42nd St.’ coming in Fri- 
day (3). Last week ‘King’s Vaca- 
tion’ (WB) $10,000. 

Variety (Jaffe) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Vanity Street’ (Col) and vaude. 
Right on. the line at around $4,150. 
Not profitable, however, this week. 
Last week ‘Red Haired Alibi’ (indie) 
just short of $4,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Hot Pepper’ (Fox). Flagg-Quirt 
stuff apparently washed up, and lit- 
tle prospect this week of better 
than weak $4,500. Last week ‘Sign 
of the Cross’ (Par) a clean-up at 
$11,000 for seven days. 





Capra Returns to Col., 
‘Soviet’ Again Shelved 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Metro is again shelving ‘Soviet’ 
which has stood them around $250,- 
000 in preparation due to fact that 
propaganda angle in story is too 
strong. 

Shelving this time was instigated 
through fact that Frank Capra, who 
was to direct the picture, had to re- 
turn to Columbia after an absence 
of 18 weeks. Capra will direct 





‘Madame Le Guimpe,” a Damon 
Runyon story, with Robert Mont- 
gomery, borrowed from Metro, 
starred. 
Title Changes 
KBS’ ‘Auction in Souls’ retitled 


‘The Constant Woman.’ 
‘False Fronts,’ Monogram,’ is now 





‘The Phantom Broadcast.’ 


Mean Anything in Ptsbg. 


Hendricks, Lease File 
Bankruptcy Petitions 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

Ben F. Hendricks, Jr. filed a peti- 
tion in bankruptcy, listing debts of 
$14,316 and $1,250 in assets. 

Rex Lease also petitioned for 
bankruptcy, filing a pauper’s oath 
that he did not have sufficient funds 
to pay the Federal fees. His liabil- 
ities amounted to $5,600. No assets. 
Lease’s list of debts included every- 
thing owed by his former wife, 
Eleanor Hunt, 


‘42D ST DENTS 
REST OF DENY. 


Denver, March 27. 

‘42d St.’ is proving a wow at the 
Orpheum and looks headed for the 
best gross since Huffman took over 
the house. Film opened a day early 
to coincide with the arrival of the 
Warner special train and house was 
packed with standing room sold. 
Standouts every night and good 
matinee crowds nearly filling house. 
Picture and train caused best of 
word of mouth plugging and two 
radio broadcasts while here boosted 


gross. 
As a result, all other theatres here 


are feeling the Orpheum’s competi- 
tion. Tabor has ‘Silver Dollar,’ 
story of Tabor’s, and snappy 
stage show combination is pack- 
ing in crowds and looks headed 
for the-high week since stage shows 
added a nifty $7,500. Tabor built 
Tabor opera house and original cur- 
tain costing him thousands and 
painted by imported Italian artist is 
being shown each show. When cur- 
tain is revealed audiences applaud 
rather respectfully, although the 
curtain is so old it’s about ready to 
fall apart and probably the last time 
it'll be shown. 











Denham is doing a shade below 
last week, being hurt by balconies 
at both Paramount and Orpheum 
only two bits any time. Two-bit 
price at Tabor is hurting first runs. 

Roadshowing ‘Cavalcade’ a second 
week at the Aladdin will dip some- 
what due to adverse comment by 
those who saw it first week. Film 
impressed few as being of roadshow 
calibre, 

Denver is doing poorly in face of 
the Orpheum competition. House 
will world premiere ‘King of the 
Jungle’ during go-to-theatre week 
starting Friday, being backed by 
‘News.’ Rialto doing fair with fair 
picture. Policy at Aladdin after 
‘Cavalcade’ not decided; will go 
either two bits or return to former 
first-run policy. ‘Cavalcade’ leav- 
ing after this week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (RKO-Huffman) (1,500; 
55-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) 
(2a week). Blowing out after this, 
its final week; $7,000. Last week 
a shade over $10,000 on the road- 
show basis, , 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15-25) 
—‘Self Defense’ (Mono) and ‘Iron 
Master’ (Allied). Double bill same 
as last week’s ‘Unholy Love’ (Al- 
lied), below normar at $3,100. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Madame Blanche’ (MG). Dent- 
ed by the Orph opposish; very poor 
$3,500 in view. Last week ‘Sign of 
the Cross’ (Par) did better, $7,200. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-40) —"42d St. (WB) and Fred 
Schmitt orchestra. A corking $18,- 
500, eclipsing the rest of the town. 
Last week ‘King’s Vacation’ (WB), 
together with a snappy half-hour by 
the orchestra, finished strong at 
$13,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘What! No Beer?’ (MG). Not so 
good at $4,000. Last week ‘Frisco 
Jenny (FN) and ‘20,000 Years in 
Sing Sing’ (FN), on a split week, 
finished at $3,000 poor. The latter 
film was held over for a full week 
so that Saturday is now the open- 
ing day. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 20- 
25-40)—‘Dangerously Yours’ (Fox). 
Nice biz, $2,700. Last week ‘Laugh- 
ter in Hell’ (U), and ‘Nagana’ (U), 
split, wound up with a good $2,650. 





Girl Bites Manager 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 


Spitzer Kohen, manager of the 
Davis, saved the life of a girl pa- 
tron bent on suicide. After wit- 
nessing the show, the woman, who 
said she was Stella Kraska, went to 
the rest room, drank poison and 
screamed as she fell. 

Kohen rushed to a next-door 
restaurant, obtained three eggs and 
forced them down the girl's throat 
as an antidote, 

The would-be gsulcide will live, 
but all Kohen got was deep teeth- 
marks on his hand, where the girl 





bit him, 


Bway Capitol-Par 





Radio Perks Up 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Production at Radio, which has 
been in the slump stages since the 
resignation of David O. Selznick, 
will be going full tilt again by April 
15 under the general supervision of 
Merian C. Cooper. By that date 11 
pictures will be before the cameras. 

Starting today (27) and at regular 
intervals will be ‘Silver Cord,’ 
‘Power Man,’ ‘Bed of Roses,’ ‘Wise 
Guy,’ ‘Maiden Cruise,’ musical; 
‘Morning Glory,’ ‘Rafter Romance,’ 
‘Little Clown Lost,’ ‘Stag Line,’ and 
Jamboree.’ 


RKO PLUG SHEET, ‘NOW,’ 
ORDERED REINSTATED 


Although the idea was frowned 
upon by his operating staff from 
the beginning, Harold B. Franklin, 
as president of RKO Theatres, has 
ordered publication of ‘Now,’ his 
company home office house organ 
resumed. The thing was dropped 
about three weeks ago presumably 
for economy reasons. Republication 
of the plug sheet came direct from 
Franklin last week and the first of 
the new issue was out Friday (24). 

When the ‘Now’ collapsed under 
economic pressure from the execs, 
it followed in the wake of Par’s 
‘Publix Opinion,’ which died some 
weeks previous. It costs RKO 
around $400 weekly to get out the 
house organ, 

It is probably the most unique 
publication of its kind published 
anywhere. Its circulation is free and 
its contents supposedly confidential, 
The RKO organ circulates on both 
coasts and among all companies 
besides most of the financial men- 
tors of show biz downtown, Many 
of these receive two copies, mailed 
to offices and homes, 

The free list includes competitive 
industry executives, besides nu- 
merous lawyers and bankers such as 
Elisha Walker, Albert H. Wiggin, 
Arthur Lehman, John Dillon and 
others. 


Goldstone Nabs ‘Eight’ 
Title Ahead of Metro 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


Slipping in ahead of Metro's 
‘Dinner at Eight,’ Phil Goldstone is 
hurrying into production with an 
indie picture titled ‘Curtain at 
Eight.’ Picture starts in a month, 
and will be in the theatres long 
before Metro’s production of the 
play, for which it is reported to 
have paid $110,000. 

Goldstone’ previously got the 
jump on Columbia by using the 
name ‘Public Be Damned’ on a film 
just completed, although there was 
an argument as to whether he or 
Col announced the title first. Gold- 
stone’s pictures are released by Ma- 
jestic, which is not a member of 
the Producers’ association. 

The title, ‘Curtain at Eight,’ was 
reported to have been selected by 
NBC, instead of Goldstone, as the 
radio outfit will broadcast a pro- 
gram under this name. Both ether 
and film versions are adapted from 
Octavus Ray Cohen's novel, ‘The 
Back Stage Mystery.” NBC and 
Majestic have a tieup in airing the 

















| story. 





Fox’s New Ad Agents 


Hanff-Metzger has replaced Dona- 
hue & Coe as the advertising 
agency for Fox Films. H-M for 
years was agency for Paramount, 
but Par dropped it with changes 
in its directorate and about the 
same time Sidney Kent switched to 
Fox. 

Donahue-Coe entered Fox during 
Harley Clarke’s regime. 


LOEB TO BAD NAUHEIM, TOO 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Edwin Loeb, who resigned as at- 
torney for the producers group 
here, sailed Sunday (26) to South- 
ampton, via the canal, on S. S. 
Amerika. 
From there he goes to Bad Nau- 
heim, where Irving Thalberg will 
doin him. 














Pool Against 


Radio City Of at Last Minute 


Loew and Paramount-Publix have 
called off their pooling proposition 
for the Capitol and Paramount the- 
tres on Broadway, just missing going 
through with it. While it was agree- 
able to the majority on both sides, 
there was some opposition in either 
camp, and the opposish finally pre- 
vailed, 

The deal was discussed for the 


; purpose of mutually benefitting the 


two Broadway picture houses in 
their common battle against the de- 
presh and the Radio City draw. Lat- 
ter had affected all Broadway box 
offices considerably, taking as much 
as $150,000 a week in admissions out 
of the Broadway coffers. 


Stage Screen Apportioned 


Had it gone through the Par 
would have become the stage show 
house with the Capitol going to 
straight pictures with a symphony 
orchestra and getting first pick of 
the combined product. It was figured 
that with only one house in the field 
the current competitive bidding for 
badly needed attractions and des- 
perate boosting of salaries might be 
curbed. Also that it’s now impossible 
for both theatres to obtain a suffi- 
cient number of attractions, but, 
with only one doing the buying, that 
condition would be partly cleared 
up. 

Loew’s final decision to call it off 
was reported based on a question of 
whether it would be advisable to 
change the Capitol's established pol- 
icy without assurance that the new 
scheme would work. 

Capitol took it on the chin last 
week, Ed Wynn’s holdover, with the 
radio comic and his ‘Laugh Parade’ 
at $20,000 getting under $40,000 at 
he box office. Paramount fared bet- 
ter, also on a holdover, with Mae 
West on the stage and screen get- 
ting $63,000 on eight days. Miss 
West, along with the show and pic- 
ture intact, repeats on Broadway 
next week (3) after current week 
in Brooklyn, 


Mae West Return 


A radio stage bill mostly of radio 
acts, booked for the Par next week, 
will be set back a week to March 10 
due to Miss West’s return. It in- 
cludes Jessica Dragonette, Easy 
Aces and ‘Voice of Experience.’ Ben 
Bernie’s band is down for the week 
of March 17 and following show's 
headliner will be George Gershwin 
at $5,000 

Capitol has nothing set yet to fol- 
low the Jack Pearl show next week 
(3), in which Pearl is down for $8,- 
500. Also on the bill will be Arthur 
Tracy and Milton Berle, 


FOX CONTRACTEES OKAY 
10-207 SALARY SLASHES 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


After talks with Winfield Shee- 
han, contract players, directors, 
writers and execs at Fox, with few 
exceptions, complied with the re- 
quest to tak> salary cuts in keep- 
ing with the dent in wages handed 
the other studio personnel 10 days 
ago. 

Although the term people hedged 
on the 20% slash requested, most 
agreed to at least a 10% paring. The 
few demanding that their contract 
stipulations continue were those 
oo figure but a short stay on the 
ot. 


New ‘White Sister’ Tag 
OQusts Religious Angle 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Following the preview of ‘White 
Sister’ Wednesday (22) Metro 
photographed a new ending for the 
picture, Old tag had Clark Gable 
leaving Helen Hayes when she re- 
fused to renounce the vows of her 
religious order. 

New ending has Gable injured 
when the Italian town is bombed 
by enemy planes and taken to the 
hospital where Miss Hayes is as- 
signed to nurse him. Picture fades 
out on Gable’s death. Ending is 
similar to that used in the original 
silent version, in which Ronald Col- 
man was killed in the earthquake. 

Understood that local dignitaries 
of the Catholic church requested the 
new finish. 
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Industry's Vicious Circles’ -0 Reilly 


+ 


Independent exhibitors headed by 
Charles O'Reilly are setting them- 
selves to ignore the industry's round 
table after March 4 and deal directly 
with Washington. Such a stand has 
been imminent since the T.O.C.C., 
head was made the film world’s con- 
tact with the new president. 

O'Reilly for the first time now 
threatens the industry with the most 
sweeping investigation it has ever 
had. Charges that vicious circles 
exist and that the indie today is 
virtually powerless to cope with 
them are made by O'Reilly. 

If Ioosevelt is satisfied that un- 
fair practises exist, O'Reilly is con- 





Date ‘Kong’ for 6-Week 


Providence Run at 50c 


The RKO people are sending ‘King 
Kong’ into the Victory, Providence, 
for a six week engagement, although 
not announcing the date so far. 

At the same time, the Victory will 
boost its scale to 50 cents. 


‘42d St. Eastward 
Train Trek Makes 





Bishop, as he is known, got his no- 
tice last week at the RKO 86th St., 
New York, which he has been man- 
aging for several months. 

After starting at the old Majestic, 
Chicago, Lenihan was brought east 
by J. J. Murdock. RKO trans- 
ferred him to New York a few years 
ago and he shortly became a divi- 
sion manager. He came to the 86th 
from Flushing, L. I. 

Lenihan as a house manager for 
18 years probably made more ac- 
quaintances than any other man- 
ager in the business with the pos- 
sible exception of Elmer Rogers of 
the Palace. Lawrence Griebe trans- 
fers from the Colonial to the 86th. 

Under Lenihan the 86th St., since 
Jan. 1 and up to Friday (24), when 
Lenihan was through, had shown a 
profit of $19,851. 

Among reasons as given by RKO 
for Lenihan’s dismissal is a charge 





W. Va. Film Censorship 
Law Deemed Remote 


Charleston, W. Va., Feb. 27. 
A bill for the creation of a state 
board of censors for motion pic- 
tures has been introduced in the 
house of delegates by Rush D. Holt, 
Democrat, of Lewis county. The 
bill was referred to the house judi- 
ciary committee. Two men and a 
woman would comprise the board. 
The bill's chance of being enacted 
is regarded as remote. 


Possible N. Y. 
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1} Indies in a Move to Deal Dir ea ann Maye eco |Decision on Any Fox Receivership ! 
§ ina move fo ect Not Steady—18 Yrs. RKO Ision y 

With the White House: All About | 's..2=c""="-c=."82| Move Rests With Chase, Street View 


Fox Films cannot head for an 
equity receivership until and unless 
Chase Bank decides. It all depends 
on Chase, which has to consider its 
$1,800,000 in interest on $30,00,000 
Fox bonds due in April. The Fox 
company’s ability to meet such a 
payment is questioned. It is known 
that Chase is committed not to put 
more money into Fox, 

This is Wall Street’s interpreta- 
tion of the Fox situation. On Mon- 


day (27) Fox West Coast went into 
voluntary bankruptcy by a proceed- 
ing in Los Angeles. This F-WC 
action is viewed as a logical :fore- 
runner of Fox Film's going into a 
receivership. 


* 
fidc:. that he will crack them wide of ‘playing politics.’ Referred to State Admish Nearly all of the $30,000,000 issue 
open with as much force as that was a letter from John Theofel, in is held by Chase through Chase Se- 
which was used to break up General e e which the Democratic leader of curities. Interest on the minority 
Films in the early days of the in- Queens protested against the re- * holdings are stated not to amount 
dustry. Big Western Biz moval of Lenihan from Flushing. Tax Bi W to more than $50,000 which Fox 
Any attempt to dictate prices that Three managers in the RKO g Ory company can meet when due. 
indies shall charge at their box of- Brooklyn Jr. division, two of whom Among the biggest millstones 


Warners ‘42nd Street’ is being 


have been with the organization for 





which Fox Films has concerns the 





fices will witness the crisis which 


- : é . in open in spots where con- 
will send ordinarily conservative ex- timed to op¢ Nn Spots 


venient simultaneously with arrival 


14 and 15 years, respectively, are Paramount theatres in Northern 


With an admission tax in New 


hibs to Washington, O'Reilly de-|], “ cin teat. ae ine ine being let out under the division California and operated by Fox 
clared. Street’ special train, but is also go-| manager change by which Lou|York State nearer Monday (27) to| West Coast. Fox Film is the di- 
Kent Plan Nixed . ; Goldberg succeeds Dr. Joe Lee. final passage than in any other leg- rect guarantor on the leases of 


ing into other keys. It opened at 
Orpheum, Denver, Thursday (23) as 
train arrived there, and at Newman, 
Kansas City, Friday (24), date of 
special’s arrival there. Also went 
into Chicago, Chicago, same date, 
though train did not get there until 
following day (Saturday). 

When train arrives in Washing- 
ton March $ picture goes into 


these theatres. The matter is now 
in negotiation. These Par theatres 
include one in Qakland and three 
Frisco spots, the Paramount, Cali- 
fornia and the St. Francis. 
Other Stock Holdings 

The big rub for the Chase peo- 
ple is, if deciding for Fox receiver- 
ship, what happens to their interest 
in General Theatres, which owns 


The outs are William Sanford, 
district manager in Rockaway, after 
15 years, and John Sheridan of the 
Central, Cedarhurst, after 14. Also 
George Jinks, manager of the 
Orpheum, Brooklyn. 


Kong’ Day-Date Both 


The Kent Plan, of a 25c minimum 
on the industry’s better pictures, is 
targeted in this attack. O'Reilly has 
little fear that this will become the 
general policy of distribs during the 
new selling season. 

The shield which, certain distribs 
maintain, gives them the right tc 
dictate prices, if they see fit, copy- 
right and patent, can be blasted for- 


islative year a meeting of state ex- 


hibitor leaders and producer rep- 
resentatives was hurriedly called. 
Passage of the 10% tax means a 
nick affecting the entire country 
since the cities of New York, Al- 
bany and Buffalo represent close to 
20% of the total boxoffice gross in 
the U. 8. 





ever if the Government decides it is ees eee a am ears je RC H I N Besides the amount of tribute, | control of the Fox Film besides all 
being used partially, the T.0.C.c.| Strand is March 9%. Negotiatio - mouses Is No. 3 film lobbyists fear the precedent |of the preferred stock in Film Se- 


for Radio City grew cold due to re- 








head states. ; : which a New York film tax would | curities, the controlling factor in 
Indie leaders doubt that the ma- eae “g neg Diag a penis Policy for RKO Roxy establish. Other lesser states,/|Loew’s. The Film Securities stock 
x a is y 7 which lobbyists are now confident | is the collateral which G. T. E., now 


jor interests will ‘dare’ to invoke a 
national readjustment scale of ad- 
missions. The idea that the lesser 
runs should be asked to raise their 
scale while the top houses lower 





tising, etc. 

‘42nd Strect’ is the first picture 
to get an extensive test in the west- 
ern part of the country, ahead of 
any playdates in the east. WB is 








Apparently unwilling to accept 
Roxy’s (Rothafel) idea of spotting 
the RKO Roxy as a straight vaude 








will pass up the b.o. tax, would be 
quick to fall in line. 

The legislative frame of mind up 
until Friday was figured fairly well 








in receivership, originally placed 
with Chase for loans by Chase to 
General Theatres, 

Any receivership of Fox might af- 














theirs is scored by them as ‘ridicu- : inate the wenethon es spot on a continuous basis, Harold | understood by film men. Suddenly | fect the value of these G. T. E. 
lous and absurd. pe ‘na theory that the rest of | B: Franklin as the directing genius| over the week-end lobbyists were | stockholdings in Fox Film, while 
O'Reilly's biggest point deals with — ns : 08 te wn Pe rang Anat of Radio City, is experimenting still| frankly amazed to learn that the | not affecting the stock of Film Se- "9 
classification of film bookings and . Ayer g4 hte fone abe etn of | further with a policy on the smaller | bill had passed a second committee | curities. 
the Inability of the indie, even with re 2, ewer of the two R.C. houses. Although | reading. Any action through Chase will 
enough money, to compete on an tare aae he Ry PO : aw it’s two months since R.C. opened, Knowing that the third reading | have no bearing on Sid Kent’s po- 
even basis with highest first runs in 42nd Street’ train exploitation) — , . , , - 
-eapealk stunt originated by Charlie Einfeld | ®° permanent policy has so far been| means almost certain passage the | sition as his standing is underwrit- 
securing prc duct. at h. 0. was directed from his desk effected for the RKO Roxy. industry was in session Monday|ten by the bank, according to ac- 
in New York through daily tele- The new idea comes with the| afternoon: rushing through  an/|counts, with feeling downtown that, 
phonic contact. showing of ‘King Kong,’ which is | emergency defense, if anything, Kent, since coming into 
COURT SCORES THEATRE slated to play simultaneously, day Fox, is a bigger personality in the 
i City, Feb. 27 and date, at both the Music Hall industry and outside than he hith- 
HEAD IN UNION ROW _ Kansas ity, Feb. “i. land the RKO Roxy, beginning NEW CENSOR MEASURES erto may have been considered. 
The arrival of the Ww arner Broth- Thursday (2). Kent holds a contract which per- 
Aili ers-General Electric Special, with This marks the third change in UASHED GENERALLY mits him a nominal (from a film- 
Springfield, Mass., Feb. 27. he esa gerd a egg page Hog policy _for the RKO Roxy since Q dom angle) salary, plus a stock 
Union workers have been ab-| (ac egret von an” hen ak ton Franklin’s operating committee took guaranty which is contingent on the 
solved from charges of unlawful wean ’ . charge and of which he is the head. Giieeienhel meemeret-aes seers company’s earnings. 
conspiracy aguinst the Holyoke the-| ~ Although the train arrived an Cuties oF he Reet tee warns, ee the easiest of all : proposed Dootahed ww She past week or co Kent bee 
aire in the report of a master Who] pour Jate, the day’s schedule was nt pe gag 25 qomannters tion adverse to the interests of th ee ae Sane eae 
conducted hearings on the charges | rojlowed "The party was met at the rye asig cs oe Sa awe Bee yee industry film lobbyists re “t With ok eee wed neg a tay tl 
brought by the People’s Amusement | station ae piso di egg sete in the black maybe only one week. a pA ‘ ss JUS FOPor ode 1} ered, there is no likelihood of Chase 
Co. The latter has been seeking an| gmith and party. Next followed a ceeaee Goetony, Sam Soe Ween 58-6 Se ee eos such bills | deciding on any action. 
ot Hea 4 wat é ‘ é . Ne? e second run to the Music Hall on/| during the past week were killed in 
injunc tion to prevent union men | broadcast from the offices of the films, and current] is second run committee by legislatures in Indi- 
from picketing the house, which has | jocal G-E company and then a pa- no the M.H. on cre chuwe. ana, Maine and Connecticut. RK ? N , 
oy some ae eet ae aes ory to the Newman theatre, where This many policy change at the In Nebraska, where the bill would 0 § e J.-CONN. } 
“whew de parent as Davia Brand aa 42d Street was showing. RKO Roxy in a brief six or seven| prevent exhibiting women smoking b i 
: bie At 7.30 all the gang appeared On| weeks has its RKO counterpart in| on the screen, the measure was tied SUBSID S$ BKPTCY 
srockline, president and wonera the stage of the Newman and gave |the operation of the Palace on| This means it will have to be rein- . | 
<a ae ba velation’ to | vt interesting broadcast, of songs, Broadway, which is mostly operated | troduced for further considerati : 
dealing with others in relation to| music and talks. The guests were | py Marti . " ScrOn. The RKO interests yesterday (27) 
the Holyoke theatre, was a greater] introduced by Jack M y Martin Beck and which had as| New Hampshire and California | leq j ; i i 
; : , ys Moffit, picture | many as five policy changes within| have yet to make final iti ed a voluntary petition in bank- 
cause for loss of patronage than the | editor of the Kansas City Star, who | g year until the spot is now just ave yet to make final disposition of |ruptcy for the former Bradder & 
picketing. The report says Brand| was host to the party at a dinner, another eriné ou hr St) their censor inclinations. Pollack houses in New Jersey and 
failed to keep his promise to give Tom Mix explained the presence y. Industry representatives now,/]Conn. Action was brought in the 
patrons free silverware, was unfair | of the company: ‘Our idea in mak- however, are confident that when} Federal court, New York, before q 
in his dealings with the union men, | ing this trip is not to give our- PIX STOCK AND VAUDE the legislative field day is over there | Judge Coleman. No referee so far 
failed to employ a union carpenter | selves a good time.’ ’ will be censorship only in the pres- | appointed with schedule of liabili- 
as agreed to and refused to arbi- The ten personages on the train ent six states. ties and assets still to be filed, ' 
trate with the defendants while| were Tom Mix, Laura LaPlante, COMBOS IN a A. AT 25¢ First state in the union to close | probably in around 10 days. Seven 
trying to convey to the public the Bette Davis, Glenda Farrell, Eleanor its legislative session without put- | houses are involved. 4 
impression that he was employing | Holm, Preston Foster, Lyle Talbot, ‘ ting through a single bill adverse to These are the theatres concern- 
union workers. Claire Dodd, Leo Carrillo, and Los Angeles, Feb. 27. the industry is Wyoming. That leg-|ing which RKO at various times 
The theatre company charged | ‘king,’ Tom Mix’s new horse, which Westland’s Orange, at Orange |islature closed yesterday (Monday).| has held negotiations with the 
that as a result of the picketing it! sot more attention from the young- | (suburb), is going triple bill on . — Skouras Brothers relative to the 


Was necessary to close the house. 








West’s N. O. Record 


New Orleans, Feb. 27. 
Mae West's ‘Done Him Wrong,’ in 
its fourth week at the Tudor, after 
its first big week at the Saenger 
established a run record for the past 
three years here. 





BELL VACATION EXTENDED 
Hollywood, Feb. 28. 
Having three melodramas sched- 
uled for rush production, Monogram 
has given Rex Bell a second exten- 
sion of his vacation and the actor 
will not report here from New York 
until March 10. He was originally 
due Feb. 15, and then (21) from his 
European trip with Clara Bow. 
‘False Fronts’, now filming, ‘Black 
Beauty’ and ‘The Return of Casey 
Jones’ must be completed by Mono- 


er fans than the ‘Ten beautiful 


chorus girls.’ 





Denver, Feb. 27. 

Judging from the crowds on the 
streets and at the four spots the 
trainload of stars, chorus girls, etc., 
of the Warner Bros. ‘42d Street Spe- 
cial’ made an appearance, business 
was practically suspended. And if 
anyone had known Tom Mix was to 
have been on the train, schools 
would probably have closed. As it 
was, many classes in high schools 
and colleges had less than half at- 
tendance, Stories in Denver ‘Post’ 
never mentioned Mix in their story 
of the start of the train from Hol- 
lywood, the only intimation anyone 
had of his-coming being a mere 
mention of his name in an ad in the 
‘News.’ He must have decided to go 
after Dorothy Wooldridge (special 
correspondent) wrote her story. 
Streets around the depot were 





gram before starting Bell’s westerns, | jammed for blocks; crowds at their 


week days with pictures, stock and 
vaude. Top tariff, regardless of 
show combination, will be 25c. 

McKenzie Players (tent outfit) 
went into the house on a two-a- 
week basis Friday (24), with five 
acts of vaude set for Sundays. 
Stock or vaude bills will run around 
75 minutes, plus the usual screen 
feature and shorts. 





appearance at the ‘Post’ were the 
biggest yet for anything at that 
spot, and at the Orpheum standing 
room was sold as far as the police 
would allow and thousands were 
turned away. 

The troupe put on a fast moving 
and snappy 20-minute show, with 
Leo Carrillo acting as m.c. 

Denver was their first stop where 
all were off the train. At every vil- 
lage and town where they were 
scheduled to stop the whole town 
seemed out to see the train, the 
troupers said. 1 








Liberal Sundays in Penn. 
May Follow Baseball’s OK 


Easton, Pa., Feb. 27. 

Just when theatre men were be- 
ginning to fear they would be left 
out in the cold and the blue laws 
of Pennsylvania modified to allow 
Sunday baseball and other sports 
only, a new bill has been introduced 
by Assemblyman Steedle, of Alle- 
gheny county, which would legalize 
all paid amusements on Sundays. 

The bill allowing Sunday base- 
ball has already passed the House 
and there is little doubt that it will 
also pass the Senate. The House is 
to act on the Steedle bill within a 
few weeks and there is the belief 
that it will pass. Whether Gov. 
Pinchot will sign it is doubted. 

The bill provides that municipal- 
ities would be authorized to adopt 
ordinances in accordance with the 
will of the eleetors. 





latter taking the spots over. 

Houses include spots at Arling- 
ton, Irvington, Lyndhurst, two the- 
atres in Rahway, N. J., and two at 
Greenwich, Conn. The biggest loser 
of the group and which apparently 
prompted the action is the RKO 
Pickwick, at Greenwich. 

This makes the third RKO the- 
atre group to fall into bankruptcy, 
others being the RKO Western 
Corp., or former Pantages Circuit, 
and the RKO Southern, or former 
Interstate Circuit, comprising the 
Karl Hoblitzelle houses. 


For Winchell 2-Reelers 


Nick Stuart and Sally O’Neil, both 
absent from films for a long while, 
will try come-backs the next of the 
Universal-released Walter Winchell 
series by Rowland-Brice. 

Also cast for the columnist’s two- 
reeler are Abe Lyman’s band and 
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South 


Africa 





By H. Hanson 


Capetown, Jan. 22. 
Ninety-three in the shade in 
Capetown, with oth®r towns also 
suffering. 





Johnsons Again 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson 
have arrived from the States to 
undertake another expedition, last- 
ing two years, into the widls of Af- 
rica. Their sound picture ‘Congo- 
rilla’ was recently shown over here. 
Their intention is to make an>ther 
sound film of wild life, including 
incidents of native tribes in the 
jungle. They have brought two Si- 
korsky planes. The pedition has 
eight members, including a son of 
Antonio Moreno, the film actor. 





Taking a World Tour 
Mr. ‘A. H. Hinton, general public- 
ity manager of African Consolidated 
Theatres sails Feb. 13 on the Ceram- 
ic for a trip round the world. No 
doubt he will pick up some up-to- 
date exploitation ideas. 
Chastain vs. Carstens 
January 21 Clyde Chasiain, box- 
ing partner of Young Stribling, 
fought the South African Dave 
Carstens. Both good men. The ten 
rounds made a good show, with 
the judges unable to agree on the 
verdict, and the referee handing in 
a draw. The decision was consid- 
ered fair. 





Lyell-Tayler as Conductor 

Previous to joining African the- 
atres as general manager, Mr. Ly- 
ell-Tayler was conductor of the 
Durban Municipal orchestra. He re- 
cently handled the baton in front 
of a symphony orchestra at the 
Plaza cinema, Johannesburg, for a 
stage spectale of ‘Three Faces East.’ 





Stage Shows Off 

Variety shows and stage plays 
are a thing of the past, and a 
change in the bill of fare would be 
welcomed. At present, the only 
stage production in the country is 
‘The Belle of New York,’ by a local 
combination in Johannesburg, 
otherwise South Africa is entirely 
bare of variety acts and theatrical 
shows. African Consolidated Thea- 
tres says the public fail to sup- 
port variety and stage shows. 


U. S. TOPS GERMANY IN 
PRODUCT FOR HUNGARY 


Budapest, Feb. 16. 

The Film Censor’s Office has just 
published figures which show the 
movement of the picture trade in 
Hungary in 1932. 

A total of 555 sound and 120 silent 
pictures were passed by the censors 
unconditionally, 60 sound and 3 si- 
lent pictures were permitted to be 
shown to grown-ups over 16. The 
rest were vetoed, but several of these 
were passed on the second or third 
time of petitioning. Only 27 sound 
and 1 silent picture were banned def- 
initely and without appeal. 

Export permits were given for 10 
sound and 5 silent pictures made 
here, Most of these were shorts, the 
aggregate length of the 15 pic- 
tures being 7,514 metres. 

Pictures censored came from the 
following countries: 

Sound. Silent. Total. Metres. 








United Gtates.... 298 24 322 348,503 
GOTMARY cccccce 211 18 244 328, 678 
Hungary .....+. . 42 168 55,493 
France .eccossee 18 42 60 50,148 
StMlP scccce ccocoe & 1 6 2,950 
Great Britain.... .. 1 1 2,733 
AUStEIA 2. ccocce ° 5 2 7 7,605 


Scandinavia .... 

Thus America still retains suprem- 
acy over German product, although 
Germany comes a close second. 
Home product is beginning to take 
quite a considerable place on pro- 
grams, though newsreels and edu- 
cationals figure largely among the 
number of Hungarian mades. 

British production will probably 
claim a larger share in the future, 
since several Hungarian producers, 
directors and actors are now engaged 
in British film production. Most im- 
portant among these are Lajos Biro 
and Alexander Korda. 


FEYDER STARTS ‘1940’ 
Paris, Feb. 17. 
Jaques Feyder arrived here today 

from Hollywood and the Metro lot 

and starts work immediately on a 

new picture for Pathe-Natan. Pic- 

ture is ‘1940,’ scenario for which he 

wrote himself 
Francoise Rosay, 

will play the lead. 





Feyder’s wife, 





Gould UA Mex Chief 
Walter Gould, UA branch mana- 
ger at istobal, has been ap- 
pointed general manager of Mexico. 
He  icceeds George Kallman, re- 
signed. The Cristobal office will be 
in charge of Harold Sugarman, 





Paris Ex-Editor Goes 
Into Making of Films 


Paris, Feb. 17. 

Leon Bailby, former editor of the 
‘Intransigeant’, has finished his 
quiet building-up of an organization 
and is understood now to be ready 
to break into film production. 

Bailby, as editor of the ‘Intran’, 
one of Paris’ biggest dailies, was 
deeply interested in pictures with 
that understood to be the cause of 
his downfall. He had part of his 
newspaper building remade into the 
‘Miracles’ theatre showing first run 
films and added a weekly film fan 
mag ‘Pour Vous’. 

Bankers stepped in about six 
months ago and forced his resigna- 
tion from the paper's staff and 


| board. 





Honduras Legislates 
Against Dubbed Film 


Honduras, Feb. 27. 

Government here has passed a 
law prohibiting the screening of 
Spanish dubbed films of any sort, 
whether made within the country 
or out. Spanish direct shots are 
okay, or films in their original lan- 
guage. 

It’s the first of the Spanish lan- 
guage territories to rebel against 
dubbing, a strictly European pas- 
time up to now. 


German-Made Film of 
Czech Opera Barred 


Prague, Feb. 15. 
The film produced in Germany of 
‘The Bartered Bride’, by the great 








Czech composer, Smetana, with 
Jaromila Novotny, noted Czech 
opera singer living in Berlin, in 


chief role (Smetana’s opera now 
running in German at Metropolitan 
opera), has been prohibited entry 
into Czechoslovakia on the ostensible 
ground that Czech works should be 
produced in Czechoslovakia to en- 
courage the domestic film industry. 

The real reason for the embargo 
is the dissatisfaction of Czech musi- 
cal and theatrical authorities with 
the reproduction of Czech folklore 
scenes and costumes made in Ger- 
many. 


Butcher Gets Travel Pic 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Independently made travel drama, 
‘The Sea Killer,’ will be released in 
England by Butcher Films. 
Feature was made by Television 





Pictures, which releases in this 
country through state right ex- 
changes, 





‘MARIE’ STARS SOUGHT 
Berlin, Feb. —. 

Metropol Film Verleih, who have 
just released ‘Marie’, is negotiating, 
on the basis of this success, with 
Lothar Stark film production. 

They plan to make a picture with 
Paul Fejos, director of ‘Marie,’ and 
Annabella, in a German and French 
version. 


GERMAN U EXPANDS 
Berlin, Feb. 16. 

Max Friedland, German Univer- 
sal’s general manager, deep in sche- 
dule of the new season’s production. 
Franziska Gaal, a success in ‘Papri- 
ka’ and contracted for two years, 
starts this week in a new picture 
with Paul Hoerbiger opposite. Di- 
rector is Karl Boese. 

German Universal’s relvase list 
and exploitation system has been 
greatly enlarged in the last six 
months. From Friedland’s state- 
ments it is assumed that the 1933- 
34 production will at least equal 
that of 1932-33. 








WB Second German 
Berlin, Feb. 15. 

Warner Bros. who will soon re- 
lease here their second German con- 
tract picture ‘Salon Dora Green’, 
with Mady Christians and Pau! Hart- 
man. 

Warners were successful with 
their first contract picture ‘Herren 
vom Maxim’. 





‘End of World’ Twice Daily 

Edward T. Ricci has bought the 
American rights to Fin du Monde’ 
(‘End of the World’) French talker 
made by Abel Gance. 

Picture will be given first New 
York showing im about six weeks, 
possibly om a two-a-dag basis. 


Annabella and Bergner 


In Rival ‘Kareninas’ 


Paris, Feb. 18. 
Pathe-Natan is preparing scripts 
on a film version of ‘Anna Kare- 
uina.’ Annabella, France’s most 
popular femme star, will probably 
handle the title role in the Tolstoy 
epic, and P-N hopes to get started 

in screening within a few weeks. 
Means there will be two ‘Kare- 
ninas’ being filmed in Europe at 
about the same time. Cine-Allianz, 
in Berlin, has had it on the produc- 
tion schedule for some months, with 
work to start in May and Elisabeth 
Bergner in the lead. Miss Bergner 
is Germany’s best, meaning both 

films will be heavily star-studded. 


VIENNA STUDIO 
RENTALS BOOM 


Vienna, Feb. 17. 

Sacha is putting extensive re- 
pairs into the Vita-Studio on the 
lL.osenhuegel, near here, with a view 
to put it to immediate use. Sacha 
acquired the studio several months 
ago on the realization that its own 
studios in Sievering have been con- 
tinuously occupied for the past 
year 

Sacha doesn’t make many pic- 
tures on its own any more, but has 
had exceptional luck renting out 
space to foreign producers and now 
figures there’s a lot of money to 
be made on this sort of thing. Low 
rentals and film costs even lower 
than those in Germany are the at- 
traction from a foreign standpoint, 
foreigners being thus permitted to 
iniport companies of film actors, 
make their pictures locally and 
move on, still to the good, and with 
authentic backgrounds. 

Sacha is planning to spend about 
$70,000 on the reparations and fig- 
ures things ought to be ready by 
about June. That figure, of course, 
does not include expenditures on 
new sound equipment, 


FRENCH, BRITISH DRIFT 
IN CANADA HURTS U. S. 


Ottawa, Feb. 27. 

The domestic problem of the 
moving picture business in Canada 
is not a shortage of films, but an 
over-supply, according to trade 
economists. 

Canda is importing 60 features 
from France yearly to satisfy the 
demands of the French-Canadians 
for French talkies, while the supply 
of British films during 1933 will 
probably be double that of last year. 
British pictures will account for 
10% of total Canadian bookings this 
year while the French films will cut 
off another 2%% of bookings for 
distributors of pictures from the 
United States. 

Another factor ig that there are 
13% fewer customers for the ex- 
changes because of the closing of 
theatres, representing another 5% 
of total bookings. Canadian theatre 
attendance fell off 12% in 1932, as 
indicated by lower amusement tax 
returns, and this decline has grown 
so far this year, judging from cur- 
rent theatre grosses. Still another 
angle to the situation is reduced ad- 
mission prices. 

It is estimated that the reduced 
revenue for U.S. film distributors in 
Canada is approximately 30%. If the 
American supply of films continues 
normal, then the average gross per 
picture will be reduced 30%. The 
contention is that imports of Amer- 
ican pictures should be reduced to 
raise the average gross and net per 
picture and, likewise, reduce the op- 
erating expenses of the U. S. film 
exchanges in the Dominion. The 
Canadian government is watchfully 
waiting the outcome of discussions 
within the film trade as any united 
move to reduce film imports will 
affect the government tariff and ex- 
cise revenue, 

















Nebenzahl for U. S. 
Berlin, Feb. 14. 

Seymour Nebenzahl, producer of 
‘M,’ now producing ‘Dr. Mabuse’s 
Last Will,’ which is to come out 
shortly, soon will go to the States 
to sell this picture there, 

He has jut acquired the film 
right of a best seller novel “Aben- 
teuer eines jungen Herrn aus Polen’ 
(‘Adventures of a Young Man from 
Poland’), and is looking for a film 





director. 











Three British Pictures on B’way, 


High Mark for 





New Paris Newsreelers 
Sponsored by Journals 


Paris, Feb. 17. 

Two new newsreel houses opened 
here last night, the ‘Cinepresse’ and 
the ‘Paris-Soir’, Latter is the same 
name as a Paris daily and run by 
that paper. 

There are six other such houses 
in Paris now, and almost all doing 
well. Shows generally last about 
50 minutes and average entrance 
fee is 20 cents. Mostly the program 
is only half newsreels the other half 
being travelog and magazine items. 

Generally newspaper’ influence 
back of each of the houses, with 
the paper figuring to cash in on the 
publicity and advertising itself gen- 
erously throughout. 


Clive Brook to London 
For One Pic for Korda 


London Films (4 lexander Korda) 
has concluded a contract with Clive 
Brook for one picture to be made 
by Brook in London this summer. 
Korda wants Brook for a new G. B. 
Shaw story and will star him op- 
posite Elisabeth Bergner, German 
star. 

Korda’s picture company also has 
Charles Laughton for one film to 
be made this summer in London, 


Allianz Doing Three 


More with Kiepura 


Berlin, Feb. 15. 

Cine-Allianz signed the singer, 
Jan Kiepura, for three pictures 
within two years. 

This company also bought the 
picture rights of the stage success 
‘Ball im Savoy’. Martha Eggerth is 
cast for ‘Ball im Savoy’ and two 
others. 

Jenny Jugo, lead for Kiepura in 
the picture now in production, will 
be in a second picture, with option 
for two others. 

Tolstoi’s ‘Anna Karenina’ will 
also be produced by this company, 
under Anatol] Litwak’s direction 
this year, in German and French 
version, possibly with Annabella in 


U’s 3 GB 


Universal is talking money to 
Gaumont-British again on an Eng- 
lish version of a German picture. 
Film is ‘I By Day and You Py Night’ 
with Lilian Harvey. If deal goes 
through it will give U a chance to 
chance to cash in on Fox’s build- 
up of the blonde German star. 

U already has two G-B’s, ‘Rome 
Express’ and ‘Tell Me Tonight.’ 


Garbo Guest of Peeress? 


Hamilton, Bermuda, Feb. 23. 

Inquiry among the crew of 51 on 
Lady Yule’s twin-screw schooner, 
finest private yacht sailing the Brit- 
ish flag, reveals expectations that 
Greta Garbo, close friend of her 
ladyship, will join the cruise in Swe- 
den in June. 

Lady Yule arrived here (19) with 
a party of three, including a sister 
of Prince of Wales’ secretary, Ad- 
miral Sir Lionel Halsey, and stay- 
ing 10 days. To Charleston and 
Miami and back here March 16 for 
another week, then to the Riviera. 
Norway and Sweden some time in 
June, where maybe Garbo tank she 
yoin yacht, named ‘Nahlin.’ 

Room for only six guests on ‘Nah- 
lin” Boat is a miniature luxury 
liner, fixin’s including a large gym- 
nasium, too. La Garbo’s photograph 
featured on baby grand in drawing 
room, 























Guzman Home, To Meg 
Mexico City, Feb. 23. 

Roberto Guzman, Mexican actor 
who has directed some Spanish ver- 
sions for various Hollywood com- 
panies, among them Paramount and 
Warner Bros., has returned. He in- 
timates he will soon begin meg work 
on a native talker for Eco Films of 
Mexico, a new national producer. 





Ufa Signs Star, Director 


That Country Here 


oo, 


Best showing British films have 
ever had on Broadway currently, 
with three British mades within the 
Times Square sector. Both Roxy 
theatres have British films and at 
the Rivoli is ‘Perfect Understand- 
ing,” made by Gloria Swanson in 
London. 

‘Rome Express’ at the RKO Roxy 
was made by Gaumont-British 
though distributed by Universal in 
the United States and the old Roxy 
has ‘The Man Who Won’, a BIP 
distributed by Pat Powers, Last 
week this huuse had another Brit 
film, ‘Ghost Train,’ a G-B picture 
released by that company’s New 
York office. 

Another impending G-B film for 
Broadway is ‘Song of the Night,’ 
with Jan Kiepura, which Universal 
has bought and is hoping to spot 
in one of the Radio City houses, al- 
though it may gv into the Palace, 
with a likely date within two weeks. 


FOX FOREIGNS UNDER 
NEW WURTZEL SETUP 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Fox foreign department will go 
under Sol Wurtzel’s wing when he 
transfers his unit production ac- 
tivities to the old Western avenue 
studio this week. Seven of the for- 
eigns will be produced in addition 
to Wurtzel’s 20 domestics. 

John Stone, formerly in charge of 
the foreigns, joins Wurtzel to su- 
pervise the seven. He will also be 
an associate on production of sev- 
eral of the domestic features. Rob- 
ert Yost returns to Fox as business 
manager of the Wurtzel scenario 
department. 

Of the seven direct shot Spanish 
pictures to be made, four will be 
musicals, three comedy-dramas, 


Screen Builds Mojica 
To World Concert Tour 


Jose Mojica, Mexican picture play- 
er and singer who is just completing 
his ninth Spanish picture for Fox in 
Hollywood, sails from New York on 
the S. S. Dresden March 9 for a 10 
week concert tour embracing the 
Norse and Teutonic as well as the 
Latin countries. The distribution 
of his Spanish pictures even in the 
Svenska territory, plus his Victor 
recordings, created a surprising de- 
mand for his concert bookings. Wolff 
& Sachs of Berlin are routing him, 

Ed Perkins, Hollywood exploiteer, 
sails a few days ahead of Mojica to 
pave the publicity route, going over 
on the Paris (March 4.) Mojica 
opens in the Bachsaal, Berlin, March 
24. Troy Sanders, composer-arranger 
on the Fox lot, is going over with 
the Mexican singer as piano accome- 
panist. Mojica’s last for Fox, now 
being completed, is titled ‘Forbidden 
Melody’, 


Canada Used Only 35 
e,e ° . 
British Films in ’32 
Washington, Feb. 27. 

According to Assistant Trade 
Commissioner A. F. Peterson of 
Toronto, reporting to the U. 8S. Com- 
merce Dept., 55 British film subjects 
were admitted by the Ontario Board 
of Motion Picture Censors in the 
fiscal year ending October 31, ac- 
cording to the annual report on 
that body. In the previous year, 
26 British subjects were admitted. 
However, despite this increase in 
British motion pictures, the bulk of 
features shown in Ontario were 
from the United States. 

Advertising media in motion pio- 
tures are also subject to censor in 
Ontario. Of a total of 21,638 speci- 
mens of cuts, posters and slides, 
20,687 were approved, 482 required 
alteration and 469 were rejected, 


Russ Megger to Turks 


Moscow, Feb. 28. 

Russian government has loaned 
Sergei Yutkevitch, Russ film direc- 
tor, to Turkey for a film to be made 
there. Turkish government will 
finance the picture, which will be 
on the subject of Turkish libera- 
tion. 

Russia may help Turkey dis- 























Berlin, Feb. 15. 
Ufa signed Brigitte Helm for three | 
pictures. Film director Erich Engel | 
was also signed by Ufa. 


tribute the film when finished, but 
lent them the director free ag @ 
gesture, 
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OUR BETTERS 


RKO-Radio production ond release, Stars 
Constance Bennett; features Anita Louise, 
Gilbert Roland, Charles Starrett. Directed 
by George Cukor. Adapted by Jane Murfin 
and Henry Wagstaff Gribble from W, Som- 


erset Maugham's play. At Radio City 
Music Hall, week Feb. 23 Running time, 
80 mins. 

Lady Pearl Grayston....Constance Bennett 
Pepi d'Costa....cecces ee-+.- Gilbert Roland 
Fieming Harvey..sescse++-Charles Starrett 
Bessie PEPPER TTIIITITITT TT Tat, Anita Louise 
Thornion Clay...sccccessese-Grant Mitchell 
Lord Bleane...... ecccccccecestiughn Sinclair 
Lord George Grayston...... lan Mowbray 
Arthur Fenwick.......sse-- Minor Watson 


The Duchess.........Violet Kemble-Cooper 


They will really have to go for 
Constance Bennet to go for this pic- 
ture. The lukewarmers among the 
fan following may not give her the 
support they rendered in the past. 
While it gives Miss Bennett more 
scope and a new opportunity, in 
departing from the customary Ben- 
nett lady-and-a-baby scenario, it 
seems lacking in the appeal the 
others possessed. ‘Our Betters’ ap- 
pears limited to those who go for 
anything with the Bennett name on 
it. Spreading the word that it is 
naughty in a subtle way is its best 
chance for general business. 

Miss Bennett is again the simple, 
unsophisticated maiden who be- 
comes disillusioned in the first reel. 
But no baby this time. And instead 
of just turning, the worm on this 
trip does flip-flops. 

It's all very English and so so- 
phisticated. Chock full of cheaters 
and their lascivious affairs, with 
surprisingly little moralizing to 
square things with the folks whose 
ideas on married life may differ. 
Miss Bennett goes wicked early and 
stays that way to the finish. That 
she shows no sign of repenting or 
changing her ways will be difficult 
to justify with many of her best 
customers. 

The star plays an American hard- 
ware heiress who marries an Eng- 
lish lord and finds him making ar- 
rangements for road company on 
their wedding day. It makes a hard- 
boiled and daring lady of Lady 
Graystone, who proceeds to startle 
London society with her eccentric 
escapades and becomes the leader 
of the radical wing of the social 
swim. 

It's at Lady Graystone’s house, 
says the dialog, that one will meet 
everyone of importance in England 
at one time or another. But the 
only ones on view in the picture are 
playing stock at her house. Troupe 
comprises two other similarly dis- 
appointed ex-American heiresses, 
One a duchess and the other only a 
princess; the duchess’ gigolo and a 
male scandalmonger. Others pres- 
ent are Lady Graystone’s young sis- 
ter, who comes over to follow into 
royalty, but goes home with her 
wholesome Yankee boy friend after 
seeing the kind of a gal sis turned 
out to be. 

Lady Graystone acquires her rep 
through astonishing the world by 
wearing black when presented at 
court while all the other knee- 
benders are in white, and other 
such antics. Her scamp of a noble- 
man husband, who is only seen 
twice, burns up her bankroll, and 
she has to turn to an outside money 
papa for suppbdrt. At a weekend 
party in her own home she goes to 
the teahouse with the duchess’ 
gigolo, and not for-tea. This is the 
hot spot of an extra warm script. 

George Cukor’s smart direction all 
the way, particularly his handling 


of the teahouse sequence, which 
suggests everything and shows 
nothing, rates at the top of the 


credit list with Miss Bennett’s and 
Violet Kemble-Cooper’s respective 
performances. Balance of cast is 
uniformly good. 

At the finish they ring in a pansy 
dancing teacher, pigyed by Tyrell 
Davis with rouged lips and all. It’s 
the most broadly painted character 
of the kind yet attempted on the 
screen. 

Dialog is confined mainly to what 
{s supposed to be typical English 
drawing room banter. Whether or 
not it’s the McCoy few will know. 
Production first rate throughout 
and clothes galore for the women. 


Bige. 

Warner Bros. production and _ re'ease. 
Paul Lukas and Loretta Young featured. | 
Directed by William  Dieterle. Arthur 
Grenville Collins, dialog director. Adapted 
by David Boehm andErnest Gelsey from 
B. Russell Herts’ novel, Sid Hickox, pho- 
tog. At Winter Garden, New York, start- 


ing Feb. 21. Running time, 65 mins. 

\.. MEP PerrTirrr rt re Te Paul Lukas 
Marcia .. -»-.-Loretta Young 
Philip ..Frank McHugh 








Blondie -»-Glenda Farrell 
EM. ca dccosucesscssetascsonses Helen Vinson 
DOSRGY «ccveseocse babs eeunes Walter Byron 
FOR BOTs oc rccccsveas Ferdinand Gottschalk 





Satire on bridge that will be as 
comical to those who don't play 
the game as those who do. The 
lead is played for all its worth by 
Paul Lukas, and if not for some 
rather slipshod production, which is 
most evident during the closing mo- 





ments, ‘Grand Slam’ would live up 
to its title as entertainment. As is, 
it just about makes three spades 
doubled, which isn’t bad when 
you're vulnerable, and that should 
be enough to show a profit. 

By resiraining from wasting its 
time with the technicalities of the 
game and just. brushing over the 
actual piay with a satirical pen the | 
story centnins interest for all audi- | 


ences. It isn’t necessary to know 


bridge to understand the comedy 
strain in this bridge expert, who 
as a waiter is called in as a fourth 
reaches fame by bidding seven 
spades and making it. 

The plot and the characters com- 
bine in taking some _ delicious 
whacks at the bridge experts and 
their experting. Lukas as Peter 
Stanislavsky, a Russian waiter who 
would rather write serious books, 
stumbles into the bridge thing with 
his seven-spade declaration and 
make against the great Van Dorn 
(Ferdinand Gottschalk). Lukas’ p.a. 
teams Peter and his wife and makes 
them ‘The Bridge Sweethearts of 
America.’ The idea is that under 
the Stanislavsky system husbands 
and wives play bridge with each 
other without battling. The reason 
is that under the Stanislavsky sys- 
tem there are no rules, no argu- 
ments. 

Van Dorn is revealed as a phony 
who formerly did a Cherokee Indian 
in a medicine show. He and Stanis- 
lavsky stage a bridge contest a la 
Culbertson-Lenz, and Peter is los- 
ing until his wife steps in as his 
partner, and then the Stanislavsky 
system triumphs. Previously Peter 
and the wife had battled and sepa- 
rated over a bridge argument, which 
blasted the ‘sweethearts’ billing. 

The contest climax has its share 
of suspense until the wife steps in, 
and also some laughs. The boys are 
ready to start when soniebody dis- 
covers they forgot to buy cards, and 
then nobody will take a chance in- 
vesting the buck for two decks. 
Peter stuggles along the losing end 
with various partners. Among them 
is another waiter-dialectician whose 
game is pinochle and who thinks 
bridge is strictly for sissies. 

But the contest sequence looks 
like a rush order, as does most of 
the picture, with Warners perhaps 
intending to get this one out ahead 
of the forthcoming flock of serious 
bridge expert pictures. 

Lukas does a swell job in one of 
his rare opportunities at light com- 
edy. Loretta Young okay opposite. 
Frank McHugh as the promoting 
p.a. and Gottschalk are others who 
deliver. 

The logical selling angle is that 
this is an expose, for that's pre- 
cisely what it is. Bige. 


ROME EXPRESS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Gaumont-British production. 
release in U. S. Features Esther Ralston 
and Conrad Veidt. Directed by Walter 
Forde; story, Clifford Grey; scenario, Sid- 





Universal 





ney Gilliat; dialog, Frank Vosper, Ralph 
Stock, Sidiey Gilliat; camera, Gunther 
Krampf. At the RKO Roxy, New York, 
week Feb. 24. Running time, 85 mins. 

MUG TERPTONIO s ¢.00602604085< Esther Ralston 
MINER 6 ecccesccacee eT TTTiTTiT Conrad Veidt 
BOOT cease eeccceccese eecccess Hugh Williams 
ere COeseOoreces Donald Calthorp 
es,  SUMROD i hn cscaccivicdcetevl Joan Barry 
eae 6609900000068 Harold Huth 
Seen BGMOD. 06002000 ecccecee Gordon Harker 
, err soseeeees- Eliot Makeham 
Alistair McBane. Cedric Hardwick 
Mone. Jolif......e eecevece Frank Vosper 
Spinster. ..ccrccccccecceseseces Muriel Aked 


Probably the best British film 
shown over here to date and will 
get easy booking in the U. S. It 
should draw considerable critical 
attention and a certain amount of 
word-of-mouth. Won't roll up im- 
portant grosses, but 
nicely, 

The acting and casting call atten- 
tion to ‘Rome Express.’ Rather a 
combination of ‘Grand Hotel’ and 
‘Shanghai Express,’ nevertheless it 
is original in conception and execu- 
tion. Casting is superb and the 
players all excellent. 

Esther Ralston, Conrad Veidt, 
Cedric Hardwick, Frank Vosper, 
Donald Calthrop, Gordon Harker 
and Joan Barry are exceptionally 
well spotted and each turns in an 
outstanding performance. Miss 
Ralston’s name may help sell the 
film in America, although she has 
the smallest assignment of the lot. 

Veidt does an unusually good job 
as Zurta, criminal, and Vosper 
makes a human being of Jolif, the 
head of the French surete. Hard- 
wick, in another excellent character 
portrayal, may mean something on 
a marquee in spots because of his 
title portrayal in ‘Dreyfus’ last year. 

Story is laid entirely on a train 
which travels out of Paris. Veidt 
and Williams are adventurers chas- 
ing Donald Calthrop, who double- 
crossed them after stealing a fa- 
mous painting. Also on the train 
are Joan Barry and Harold Huth, 
married but not traveling with their 
legal mates; Esther Ralston, a film 
star, and her American manager, 
Finlay Currie, as also Cedric Hard- 
wick, a philanthropist, and his sec- 


retary, Eliot Makeham, and Mons. 
Jolif, head of the French police. 


Search for the picture leads to mur- 
der, with all those above named in- 
volved. Theft, murder and explana- 
tion unravel before the train ends 
its run. 

Walter Forde has done an excep- 
tionally good job of directing. He 
has kept the interest well keyed 
throughout, although he does let it 
roam a bit. From a European 
standpoint it’s the best example of 
tempo and action that’s been ac- 
complished. From an American 
view it is in the Hollywood vein 


i but needs about 10 minutes’ trim- 
ming. 
The playing particularly stands 


out, and if anyone gets special hon- 


ors they should go to Gordon Har- | 
'as a lady mob leader acceptable to the femmes, 


ker. Kauf. 


it should do 





KING OF THE JUNGLE 


Paramount production and release. Bus- 
ter Crabbe and Frances Dee featured. Di- 


| 







rected by H. Bruce Cumberston and Max | 
Marcin; scenario, Philip Wylie and Fred 
Niblo, Jr., from story by C. T. Stoneham 
Ernest Haller, photog. At Paramount 
N. Y., week Feb. 24 Running time, 73 
mins, 
ERODE, 0 ci cv ccccedowoeseataes Buster Crabbe ! 
Anne RogerS..e+ees eertesees Frances Dee 
Ed Peters......+++cee+-.D0uglas Dumbrille | 
John C. Kmnoll@.ceccocceccess: Robert Adair } 


-».Florence Britton 
e+-- Ronnie Cosby 
»-Robert Barret 
--...Sam Baker 
.-Patricia Farley 
.. Sidney Toler 


Mrs. Knolls.......eece 
Kaspa, aged three... 
Joe Nolan.....-+. 






seecsseeeIrving Pichel 





Good example of highly imagina- 
native picture-making. Childish 
story carried along to general ap- 
peal by production and handling. 
Studio seems to have missed a 
chance to make ‘King of the Jungle’ 
a standout grosser by failing to in- 
clude a single drawing name in the 
cast. Minus any help from the | 
marquee it will have to attract on | 
merit alone, and on merit it rates 
fair business. 

Probable expectation was that 
Buster Crabbe, another ex-Olympic 
swim champ, would duplicate 
Johnny Weissmuller'’s cne-picture 
stardom feat. Crabbe might have 
done so had he arrived first, but 
Weissmuller has dulled the edge 
for Crabbe. Latter is going to have 
a struggle to amount to anything 
in pictures unless changing his style 
completely, because the similarity 
to Johnny now makes him just an 
imitator. They'll all compare him 
to Weissmuller, and Crabbe may not 
emerge on top. 

As Kaspa, the lion man, Crabbe 
is a combination of Tarzan and the 
white girl of ‘Trader Horn.” What 


NS 


|and a tiger, 





happens to him is hard to believe, 
but not unpleasant to watch. As a 
child he’s at the mercy of the jun- 
gle when his parents are devoured 
while hunting big game. He grows 
up with a tribe of lions as their 
leader, doing such things as open- 
ing barn doors for them on cattle 
raids and cutting bullets out of 
their hide. 

But Kaspa is captured, along 
with his lions, and sold to an Amer- 
ican circus agent. For the rest of 
the way Kaspa is with the circus, 
doing a cat act that makes Clyde 
Beatty’s look like Mme. Olympia's 
Pets. On the side he learns Eng- 
lish, falls in love with his instruc- 
tress and then returns to the jun- 
gle with his lions and his girl friend 
after rescuing the animals in an ex- 
citing circus fire. 

That which saves the impossible 
story from appearing ridiculous is 
the semi-comic style of direction. 
Since the story couldn't be taken 
seriously by any audience the best 
method was to regard it in the 
same light, and this has been done 
in excellent fashion. Treatment is 
chiefly responsible for the good re- 
sults. 

Upon his arrival in America 
Kaspa, listed on the passenger list 
as a ‘What Is It,’ escapes from his 
cage, jumps overboard and swims 
to shore with an Australian crawl 
that was never learned in a jungle. 
As Kaspa has only a loin cloth be- 
tween himself and a Minsky strip- 
per’s final encore his chase through 
the parks and streets of the city 
ahead of police gives the film a 
midway laugh interiude which lasts 
about 15 minutes and never slows 
down. 

Opening jungle stuff is well done, 
and there is exceptional workman- 


even acting. But the excitemen 
arrives with the circus fire. The 
menagerie breaks loose and goes 1 
town. Elephants turn over bus 
autos, break through windows, 


1’ scrap between a 
and the clawing of a 


striped ! 


There's also 


woman by a cat. In the 


jungle section there’s a tiff 1 
tween a lion and a bull. Scene is 
similar to one around newsreels 
and travelogs recently, but not the 
same 

Crabbe is heavily made up, even 
to a marcel wave giving him more 
curls than the Duncan sisters. 
There'll be interest in his undraped | 
physique, which isn’t bad for the 
femmes, but Crabbe is doubtful 


when it comes to facial impression. 


When he wears clothes, as he does | 


at the finish of the picture, there's 
a big difference. 


Frances Dee is nice as the girl. 


Robert Barret and Nydia Westman | 


handle the comedy okay, with a 
fair share of laughs between ‘em. 
But nothing for the lights anywhere 
in the cast. Bige. 


FRIEDERIKE 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Pascal production. Kinematrade release 
in the U. 8. Features Mady Christians and 
Hans Heinz Bollmann. Direction and man- 
uscript. Fritz Friedmann-Frederich; music 
and mg ical direction, Franz Lehar; cam- 
era, Werner Brandes. At the Europa, N. Y., 


on grind, Running time, 90 minutes. 

WrieGart ie. ccs to0000 00 +n Mady Christians 
THORENS, 5 0.4.40060000 060 Hans Heinz Bollmann 
Duke o€ Weimar. .....ccccccses Veit Harlan 
Major Knebel...... Eduard Von Winterstein 
Counselor Goethe..........+. Ferdinand Bonn 
es or ee ..-Erika Wagner 
Parson BriofM...cccccecs +e.-Paul Hoerbiger 
Magdalena. ...ccocscccccccccccesss Ida Wuest 
SAlOMeA. .occcccssesesese eeeccese Else Elster 
WANE... cccccceseses esee-Otto Wallburg 
EG, cac6n cee ercncdeceasesedshs Karl Meixner 
Madame Schoell.........-+-- Adele Sandrock 
BEOPtOMSS. 002s ccccsecces Else Von Hartmann 
Madame Hahn.........scercocee Maria Fein 


Franz Lehar’s first film and a gem 
from photographic and musical 
standpoints, but destined to have a 
tough b. o. fight on this side of the 
ocean. It’s too slow and meaning- 
less for non-Teutonic taste. 


Friederike is the name of Goethe's 
first love and the film is the story of 
that love. Goethe, Germany's great- 
est contribution to literature, is here 
depicted in his student days at 
Strassburg, which allows for much 
lovely scenic effect, the Alsace-Lor- 
raine locale being used for its full- 
est possible effect that way. Fact 
that a couple months ago Goethe's 
centenary anniversary was celebrat- 
ed all over Germany ought to help 
the picture considerably at home. 


There's nothing much to the story. 
Goethe meets a young girl, Friede- 
rike, and falls immediately in love 
with her. He's invited to go to live 
at Weimar under the protectorate of 
the Duke Karl August. It's a good 
chance for the young poet and stu- 
dent, but he won't go because of his 
love. Friederike hears of it, makes 
believe she loves someone else and 
send him off. 

That ends the story, and it’s 
dragged through an hour and a half. 
But it’s beautifully and tenderly 
handled and has exceptionally meri- 
torious music. Lehar wrote the en- 
tire score especially for the film, so 
tis said. p 

Mady Christians, in the title role, 
is more beautiful than ever—which 
is quite some—and Hans Heinz Boll- 
mann has an exceptionally fine bari- 
tone voice. Rest of the cast is extra 
earefully chosen and contains sev- 
eral names which will help draw. 

But, despite its simplicity and the 
fact that it’s easy to follow, the 
picture’s sole chance of business will 





ship with the lions, some of them 


remain in the Teuton nabes. Kauf. 





The Woman’s Angle | 





‘Grand Slam’ (WB). Kidding the 


card game makes lively entertain- 


ment for women with bridge in their life. 


‘Perfect Understanding’ (UA). 


tal misunderstanding against a glittering background. 
in the attenuated telling to revive interest in the old story. 


the loyalty of the old guard, 

‘Dangerously Yours’ (Fox). 
this slow, arid comedy romance. 
their patience, 


‘Our Betters’ (Radio). 


Caveman stuff wedeed 
Rewards the guis but moderately for 


Gloria Swanson again suffers a mari- 


No new twists 
Depends vn 


in the middle of 


A Constance Bennett feast for femme eyes. 


Presents the foibles of the fabulously rich, but stays on the audience's 
side by ridiculing them, thereby making this comedy a dish for the com- 


mon class. 


‘Sailor Be Good’ (Radio). 
the girl and his own private battle 
femme fans won't care, 
behind it, not half-baked repetition. 


Jack Oakie, the boxing gob, wins the match, 


with the demon rum, and still the 


They want entertainment with some thought 


‘King of the Jungle’ (Par). An 
youngsters. Love story soft-pedaled 


appealing animal picture for the 
to their tastes. The flaps can com- 


pare Buster Crabbe with Weismuller, however, 


‘Ladies They Talk About’ (WB). 


priggish reformer-revivalist as Barbara Stanwyck’'s secret pash, 


The girls won't get excited about a 


They 


may admire her assurance in a gunmoll jailbird role, 


‘Rome Express’ (U). Interesting 
with smoothly constructed, expertly 


entertainment for women 
acted melodrama minus names. 


content | , , 4 
| The title is a tipoff that the film 
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Ladies They Talk Abou 


In dD hy 
I for 
i ! vn 
i Im 
I \ by 
» Ss r N \ eb 

‘ I ? 
Nan ; S vok 
David Pr ter 
a 
" h 
Aunt M Ni ie 
H } r 
Nee ee ee Tt D lly 
The Ward See eee R t ck 
DEise JOMRSBOR. oc ccccecsecs Helen Ware 
Tracy ‘nano wbade eebeote DeW Jennings 
|} District Attorney....... Tiebert McWade 
i Mrs. Arlington......+... Cecil Cunningham 
S WlemSS . ccwvtvesacscesacss -..Helen Mann 
BEATIO 2c cccectacsecetecens ..Grace Cunard 
Mustard cccccccccccevces Mme. Sul-te-Wan 
Dutch Harold Healy 


| Bank Guard....ccccscs ....+--Harry Gribbon 

Barbara Stanwyck and a good 
supporting cast, plus careful direc- 
tion and snappy dialog, saves a poor 
and undistinguished story from 
being ridiculed off the screen. At- 
tention given the story, with what 


little it afforded the producers as 
film material, has resulted in a 
chance that ‘Ladies They Talk 


About’ will get average business if 
sold to the hilt on the more or less 
prominent Stanwyck name and the 
bait value of the title. 

Dorothy Mackaye is co-author 
with Carlton Miles of the play on 
which this screen adaptation is 
based. Play was produced in Los 
Angeles with Miss Mackaye in the 
title role. 

In the adaptation Sidney Suther- 
land and Brown Holmes have tried 
to overcome basic plot weaknesses 
through comedy, and much of which 
is excellent. But writers or director 
have erred in the picture of prison 
life painted and also in other ways, 
Locale of most of the story is San 
Quentin, mentioned by name, but 
audiences may think Boston is just 
south of this coast prison. 

It’s the scenes in the women’s 
ward of the institution where the 
picture becomes good _ entertain- 
ment, largely through laughs, and 
the use in these sequences of 
Maude Eburne and Lillian Roth. In 
‘Ladies They Talk About,’ San Quen- 
tin is a great retreat, the sort of a 
place where a lot of gals might like 
to spend a vacation until something 
or other blew over. 

They roam about as they please, 
play bridge, listen to the radio and 
have their cells fixed up like hotel 
rooms. Warners made prison life 
for men not talf bad in ‘20,000 Years 
in Sing Sing.’ They’ve given the 
girls an even better break here. 

Miss Stanwyck is among one of 
the lucky prisoners, sent up as a re- 
sult of believing a mildish Rev. 
Davidson wouldn't give away her 
secret, let alone aid the prosecution, 
Girl bank bandit, finally overlooking 
this, later believes the amateur 
Davidson mugg is responsible for 
tipping off a jailbreak attempt in 
which she figures. 

She comes to him in the last reel 
as he’s holding one of his revival 
meetings to uplift bad boys and 
girls, shooting him in the arm 
through poor aim. He really loves 
her, as she quickly understands, and 
as the picture fades some sympa- 
thetic interest has been suddenly 
found for both, notably Miss Stan- 
wyck. All along the star has been 
doing the wrong thing from the 
audience point of view. 

The jailbreak plot, poorly worked 
out and inconceivably implausible, 
has the effect of tearing down any 
left-handed sympathetic inte st 
Miss Stanwyck has built for her- 
self. In its attempted execution the 
jail delivery seems absurd. 

Miss Stanwyck’s support includes 
Preston S. Foster as the reformer, 
who eventually wins her over. A 
fine type for the assignment. Miss 
Roth does a song number, a pop 
oldie which fits the situation effec- 
tively as she stares longingly at a 
newspaper picture of Joe Brown. 

Char, 


BLONDIE JOHNSON 


Warner Brothers production and release, 
Starring Chester Morris and Joan Blondell, 
Directed by Ray Enright. Sereen play by 
Earl Baldwin. Photographer, Tony Gaudio, 
At the Strand, N. Y., week beginning Feb, 
25. Running time, 63 mins. 


MOORE. 6 Kainndandtvénes ees veeve Joan Blondell 
Curley. cecccee Coecccecccccese Chester Morris 
Louile..... TEESTTLISTT TT TT Tie Allen Jenkins 
SOMME, ccccvscceces eceesooseccs Earle Foxe 
Dente n 4s 400s ceees PEE “FF - 
Max Wagner?...ccccccccseccesd Arthur Vinton 
BOD pn 00 00.06tccvesevegeeqees ters Toshia Mort 


This is the story of a blonde who 
suffered. She was a good girl once, 
Then her mother died. That em- 
bittered her. Besides she had no 
job, and her sister was wronged by 
a blackguard who deserted her 
That aggravated the situation for 
the blonde. She goes to the streets 
of a big city. She was a good girl, 
but just embittered, and if she 
walked the streets it was only to 
evp likely suckers for $10 cab fares, 
After she incites four shootings, the 
| blonde gets six years. As she de- 

parts for the pen, she lets the pube 
| lic in on the fact that crime doesn’t 
pay. Neither will the picture. 





must have support. This is one of 


: those films that attempts the sl 
‘Blondie Johnson’ (FN). Another racketeer story, slow and ambling.| wink on the public. “eo a Pd 
Not enough laughs or good nature in the writing to make Joan Blondell! out gangster film with a gun-girl 


i (Continued on page 39) 
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ROXY, N. Y. 
New York, Feb. 24. 
Show style of this house is cur- 
rently being copied in part at the 
newer RKO Roxy in Radio City, 
where standard vaude acts are sur- 
rounded with atmosphere in what 
the R. C. people are prone to con- 


sider a new technique in vaudeville. | 


That’s the best compliment that can 
be paid the old Roxy. 


At the Seventh avenue Roxy the 
shows are under the direction of 
Fanchon & Marco, with Jack Par- 
tington supervising directly. From 
the public’s standpoint the current 
bill, with Uncle Don, WOR kid fea- 
ture, headlining, and Long Tack 
Sam with his troupe finaling, is 
worthy fare and assuredly value at 
the price scale. 

All of which gathers to indicate 
the secret of how the Roxy under 
its new management has had three 
paying weeks out of the last four 
and aggregately has netted some- 
thing like $18,000 profit in that four- 
week period. It’s the most the 
house has seen in over a year. It 
tops R. C. takings, although the 
R. C. grosses are bigger. 

It is the intention of the man- 
agement apparently to load value 
onto the stage as against poor pic- 
ture material, which is admittedly 
on tap at the Roxy. Most of this 
is owing to the b.o. scale in force, 
and against which the chains are 
objecting and forcing their distrib- 
utor affiliates to refrain from sell- 
ing product to this feature. The 
scare also has been put on the in- 
dies by the same chain with the 
threat that if the indies sell to the 
Roxy these indie exhibs will not be 
able to sell the chains. 


Consequently the Roxy is pushing 
for foreign product. Thus the Brit- 
ish-mades similar to that which the 
house is currently showing get a 
chance to be screened and probably 
at booking rates which they 
wouldn’t get otherwise. These 
British-mades have little attraction 
for Broadway audiences, so that the 
Roxy setup must credit the stage 
end with most of the success which 
the spot is attaining. 


Tieups and radio hookins have 
also figured. The Roxy has resorted 
to giveaways to boost business. Jo 
Cur, a femme product, which was 
used for admissions last week, 
didn’t prove strong, however, but 
Washington’s Birthday intervening 
helped, besides some broadcasting 
plugs which the house is using ex- 
tensively with or without giveaway 
ticups. 

Currently there is no tieup with 
Uncle Don. He's mainly used to at- 
tract kids. He’s okay» from that 
angle and should prove okay in 
the neighbs, The Broadway influ- 
ence is against him here. That’s 
because of his kid appeal and the 
type of entertainment which he pro- 
vides. Here he’s on about the mid- 
dle of the stage program and fares 
fair enough. As an added induce- 
ment for kids Uncle Don greets 
them between shows in the rotunda 
of the house. Most of the kid trade 
should come on the weekend. Does 
his regular radio act supposedly, 
but gets atmosphere from Dave 
Schooler’s band and the dancing 
girls. 

Looked a bit overtime when 
caught, running 14 minutes, but un- 
derstood that this has been cut to 
10 minutes. Uncle Don probably 
shows better on the lesser running 
time and by keyboarding only one 
song rather than two. When 
caught the kids down front helloed 
Don from their seats. 


The punch of the show and most 
of the comedy twists are provided 
by Long Tack Sam and his troupe 
of 13 people in finale. It has been 
stated before, and can bear repeat- 
ing, that Sam and his troupe pro- 
vide the highest development point 
in Chinese trouping. On for around 
27 minutes, and every minute okay, 
fast and entertaining. From jus- 
gling plates to mazician stuff, sing- 
ing dancing, the troupe spells en- 
tertainmoent. 

Frank Dukes, boy tenor, who was 
on early in the show with a yodel- 
ing number, is now understood to 
have dropped out. That also should 
speed up the performance, which 
when caught ran 72 minutes, mean- 
ing it was picnty overtime. 

Schooler attempts comedy cur- 
rently, which he shouldn't, and be- 
sides Pansy, the human horse act, 
the show runs to another specialty 
in Wilbur Halil and his comedy in- 
strumental stuff. That twin-trum- 
pet piece Hall does is n.g. for a big 
house like the Roxy. 

Schooler and his. band specialize 
also, and the offstage mike an- 
nouncements come this week on the 
Uncle Don act only. Schooler’s at- 
tempted comedy moments hese 
could be eliminated for better reac- 
tion. Utilizes Yiddish stuff that’s 
not even funny in Yiddish. 

Opening is with the girls, who 
appear before tne travelers in half- 
and-half costumes, one side of 

which is spangled and the other half 
modern red leotard, with appropri- 
ate irridescent lighting effects. Idea 
has the girls appearing alternately 
fin steps to Ganges music and then 
modern swings. Later and during 


the Uncle Don number the line does 
a waltz in blue doll outfits. 

New girls currently, and looks like 
that’s the F.&.M angle all the way, 
namely, to shift the troupes weekly, 
all of which doesn’t allow for any 
particular precision stuff to stand 
out. That's because of the little 
time left for training and rehearsal. 


tising expenditures, which practi- 
cally makes each show open cold 
except for one day's advertising 
that’s not over large. Shorts and 
newsreel round out a three-hour 
bill. Shan, 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 
(‘Show Boat’—Tab) 
New York, Feb. 24. 
‘Show Boat’ is again anchored in 
New York, this time in the shape 
of a condensation for picture house 
purposes. 
three times before, twice as Zieg- 
feld’s original production and once 
as a picture produced by Universal. 
In its reduced form for the Capi- 


tol will prove pleasing and accept- | 





ment. If for no other reason it’s | 
‘A’ diversion through presence of 
Helen Morgan and Jules Bledsoe of | 
original company and Jerome 
Kerns’ ear-getting music. 

Show was on the road following 
its recent revival in New York 
at the Casino. On winding up 
dates it was shrunk for the Chi- 
cago, Chicago, a B.&.K. booking, 
and also played for RKO in Cleve- 
land before getting into the Cap, its 
third engagement. After a week’s 
layoff ‘Boat’ tab goes to Brooklyn, 
either into the Metropolitan or Al- 
bee. 


As clocked at Cap running time 
is an even 90 minutes.  Boiling- 
down process has cut some of the 
strings which hold the plot to- 
gether, as well as some of the com- 
edy, but has pretty completely re- 
tained the music. Considering the 
limitations of a picture house and 
running time into which the Zieg- 
feld production is crowded, the de- 
pressing of the show represents a 


workmanlike job, and it never 
seems that material is being 
jammed, 


On the contrary, there are points 
in the condensation where it would 
appear further cutting could be ef- 
fected without injury to the unit. 
One such point is the rehearsal 
scene in the show boat auditorium, 
where HeJen Morgan and her hus- 
band make their departure. An- 
other is the scene at the sideshow, 
where a cooch dancer gets the big 
chance to roll her own and the 
chorus backs up song-and-dance 
numbers. 


Miss Morgan is almost incidental 
in the tab version, while Bledsoe 
enjoys major attention. La Mor- 
man does ‘Can’t Help Lovin’ That 
Man’ in the second scene and de- 
parts in the next, not showing up 
again until much farther down. 
She’s in one, with action now 
shifted to Chicagu, singing ‘Just My 
Bill’ from the top of the piano. It’s 
her big number, but singing it to a 
five-acre auditorium like the Capitol 
muth of its appeal and that of the 
Morgan voice is lost. 


lt’s one number that almost vells 
for the Public Address system. How 
importantly its functions are needed 
this week is also evident in some 
of the parts of the tab where dia- 
log figures. Sam Hearn, whose ef- 
fective performance as _ Captain 
Andy gives him attention, finds it 
difficult to get his words distinctly 
to listening ears half-way back in 
the cavernous Capitol. From the 
front row of the loges much is lost 
that’s important to get for full ap- 
preciation. 


sourish wife. Harland Dixon and 
Peggy Cornell as a team share com- 
edy assignment with Hearn. and 
Miss Belmore, but aside from the 
exterior ticket-window scene early 
in the proceedings haven't been left 


House besides is up against adver- | 


It’s been on Broadway | lookers or not. 


able rather than stunning entertain- | , 


Bertha Belmore does the captain’s | 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Feb. 24. 
Earl Carroll’s 1931 ‘Vanities,’ or 
what's left of it, here as a tab after 
one-niting on the road, will look 
| pretty skimpy to those who expect 


la Broadway revue. Instead of ‘Van- 





jitfes’ it’s billed as ‘Earl Carroll's 
| Revue of 1933,’ but the implication 


|} is there and more will be looked for 
| than the one redeeming feature, the 
usual sock specialty by Mitchell and 
Durant. 

Outside of the team and Lucille 
Pape, one of the other four princi- 
pals is recognizable as from the 
original troupe. With them are 24 
|girls. As dancers the girls can't 
|}compete with the well-trained pony 
|lines that play this and other pic- 
| ture houses regularly, while as look- 
'ers there's no telling whether they're 
After the first few 
|rows everybody is a Lillian Russell 
j}at the Paramount. 

Retained besides the scenery from 
the edition of ‘Vanities’ which 











“opened the modernistic Carroll the- 
atre are some blackouts and produc- 


tion numbers, besides the M. & D. 
and Lucille Page specialties. Latter 
does her acrobatics with added nov- 
elty in the prop dinosaur, which also 
holds over from the original version. 
The ‘Bolero’ which closed the 


| show’s first act, and the speakeasy 


bar seene which served as the finale, 
are both included in the tab, con- 
siderably reduced scenically and as 
to costumes and number of people 
on the stage. They’re not so ef- 
fective as now done, while this 
‘Bolero’ can’t go up against the cur- 
rent interpretation at the Radio City 
Music Hall; although this show’s 
‘Bolero’ was the first one over here. 
Mitchell and Durant work 
throughout the performance in the 
several skits and then wind it up 
with their knockabout stuff in the 
picture producer’s office. Other 
specialties are two by Miss Page 
and one each from Ray Sax, who 
blends eccentric dancing with in- 
strumental tricks to rate as a good 
novelty single, and Betty Veronica, 
dancer. Harry Stockwell and Emily 
Van Losen in singing are the others 
on the billing. Chorus, as usual, 
comprises ‘The Most Beautiful Gir's 
in the World.’ 

Stage performance ran 58 min- 
utes, all ‘Vanities’ but for a brief 
on-and-off by Buster Crabbe, who’s 
here this week in the picture, ‘King 
of the Jungle’ (Par). 

For a show that dates back two 
years, this ‘Vanities’ offers a clean- 
looking wardrobe, but not so clean 
in the scenery department. Its own 
director, Ray Kavanaugh, is in the 
pit. No overture this week, with 
bill confined to stage show and fea- 





ture, besides the newsreel. Busi- 
|ness pretty good Friday night. 
Bige. 
STATE, WASH. 


(New) 


Washington, Pa., Feb. 21. 
Warners in this district gave the 
latest addition to its chain a real 
hot-cha opening, with all of the 


Iiollywood = trimmings, 
course, the presence of a star or 
two. State is an old site but a new 
house, Destroyed by fire last Au- 
ust, with nothing but the walls re- 
maining, property had to be rebuilt 
completely and bears little or no 
resemblance to the old stand. 

State represents a first-rate ex- 
ample of the new school of theatre 
construction, A 1,300-seater, it has 
intimacy, warmth and a noticeable 
class. Narrow auditorium gives it 
a comfortable aspect to the eye 
upon first view, and small balcony 
'is likewise compact and attractive- 
looking. There’s no ginger-bread or 
useless fol-de-rols about the State, 
but a quiet refinement that should 
fit well into the rather homey sur- 


nia college town, where Washington 
and Jefferson University is located. 

Color scheme is carried out in a 
|} subdued pink, and house’s neatest 
feature is its system of indirect 
lizhting. Not a bulb in sight and 
illumination is all diverted through 





nruditorium thon that of anyone else. 
Paul Keast is Gaylord Ravenol, 
river gambler, who carries song 
doubles with Miss Adams in an ef- 
fective manner. 

Whether Cap audiences ever saw 
‘Show Boat’ as a Ziegfeld produc- 
tion or not, it will prove generally 
pleasing in its present version, and 
as boxojiiice should prove of more 
than the usual value on this en- 
gagement. House is paying $12,500 
for the show, and Friday night at 
the 9 o'clock deluxe performance 
was doing pretty ‘good business 





downstairs and up 
Picture is ‘Ladies They Talk 
About’ (WB), with Barbara Stan- 





wyck as bait. While not more than 
passable as entertainment its draft 
ought to be sufficient along with 
that of ‘Show Boat’ to keep Cap in 
the right color this week. 

Due to length of stage tab show 
is an even three heirs in length, 
with everything else cut except 
usual issue of Hearst-Metrotone 
news and trailers. Char. 


with much material on which to 
hook laughs. 

Margaret Adams as Magnolia! 
gives an impressive performance. 
Her voice comes closer to filling 
the faraway corners of the Cap 


|}a series of thickly-glassed shades, 
Opener was more or less of an in- 
vitation affair, with most of the 
|town dignitaries turning out to 
| make it a typical civic event. Louis 
| Little, prominent Pittsburgh attor- 
ney, introduced as guest speakers 
Mayor Robert E. Griffiths of Wash- 
ington, who gave the salutatory ad- 
dress, and Hon. J. Boyd Krumrine, 
judge of the Orphans court in 
Washington County, who dedicated 
the house. Both of them gave the 
new venture swell send-offs. 
Pittsburgh showmen, headed by 


| 
} 


Vashington, 25 miles distant, en 
masse, while home office was repre- 
sented by Mort Blumenstock 

general theatre ad director, 





| 
} 


and 


;spent a month or two in Washing- 
ton prior to the opening. 


Special dedicatory trailer started | Natalie 
ithe film entertainment, followed by | some 


la newsreel, a technicolor musical 

short called ‘Pleasure Island,’ and 

; the feature, ‘King’s Vacation’ (WH). 
Cohen. 


save, of | 


roundings of this small Pennsylva- | 


the film row bunch, went down to} but still 


WP's 


Lou Brager, field representative who 











the consent of the Pope to break a 
traditional silence and not only pose 
but also talk before the sound cam- 
eras, Paramount got the most in- 
teresting character study, a real 
close-up during the greater part of 
the Roman Catholic head’s conver- 
sation. This, however, was not used 
at either of the theatres, Luxer sat- 


isfying itself with brief but tifor- 
ough coverage by Pathe, while the 
Embassy permitted the. statement, 
which was in Italian, to run in full. 
More details on the dry repeal oc- 
cupied lesser positions on both pro- 
grams. Both houses went into their 
libraries for clips on new cabinet 
members, dressing same up with 
current silent titles or talking re- 
porter dialog. 

Embassy scooped cleanly Satur- 
day with views of the German gas 
explosion. The stricken area looked 
like a war-time village. 

Rain sent in a good attendance to 
both houses during the Saturday 
mats. At such times the physical 
comforts of the Luxer and hard- 
ships of the Embassy are in marked 
contrast. No matter where one sits 
in the Fox-Hearst house during sro 
periods, there is constant jostling, 
elbowing, and fans who simulate a 
polite attitude are weary from set- 
ting up exercises when the perform- 
ance is over. There is nothing sub- 
way-rush-hour about the Luxer. 
Those leather chairs are rowed suf- 
ficiently far apart to enable a cus- 
tonier to remain seated and almost 
cblivious toe the exodus. 

Embassy overloads the current 
program with winter sports, F-H 
boys seemingly fearing abrupt end 
of winter and a lot of snow stuff in 
the library bag. Basketball games 
project on the newsreel screen 
slower than any other sport. 
Embassy also observed passing of 
James J. Corbett by showing a clip 


icieieon 
NEWSREELS 
EMBASSY TRANSLUX 
Highlight in newsreel history {s] Audiences still like tricks. Anyw 


thing to do with oddities of elec. 
tricity are favorites. Some of these 
are the biggest laugh-getters; for 
instance, the current one about 
fruits recording sounds according 
to volume of acidity. When the 
cheese is tested there is a genuine 
Bronx cheer and a spontaneous aue 
dience roar. 

Luxer was the only house showe 
ing the commitment of Zangara, 
Paramount did an excellent job, 
getting close enough to the stand to 
show the would-be assassin’s exe 
pression as well as to record hig 
statement that he had no regrets. 

Pathe got some exceptional stu- 
dies of navy airplanes in Hawaiian 
clouds. Embassy forgot the clouds 
and centered on a study of a crater. 

While Universal did a silent on 
the Campbell time run, it had bet- 
ter and clearer views of the car 
whizzing along at four miles per. 

Par and Pethe both touched on 
the debt situation by showing Lind- 
sey and then Claudel leaving the 
Roosevelt home. No statements, 
however. Hitler campaigning in 
Berlin is covered by both theatres. 

Other clips, in addition to the 
regular Luxer shorts program, in- 
clude Leichtenstein nobility in New 
York, trick motorcycle rider, Eaton 
students in _ cross-country run, 
Parisian puppets, Florida ducks, 
Scotch curling match, Japanese new 
year, and Tucson rodeo. Waly. 





made a year ago when the late 
fighter was making a plea for the 
Actors’ Fund. 

Indiana’s Governor explains the 
meaning of a state dictatorship in a 
clear-cut analytical manner. F-H 
got the edge over the others in 
showing Jim Mollison completing 
his Africa-Brazil flight. Waly. 





CHICAGQ 


Chicago, Feb. 24, 

Joe E. Brown headlines a stage 
show minus chorus and production 
and played entirely in front of the 
house orchestra, brought onto the 
stage for the week. Brown made 
them laugh with a heartiness rare 
in the Chicago, which, because of its 
bigness, has scarcely the most re- 
sponsive audience in town. His 
methods are direct, simple, infec- 
tious. 

Ann Greenway with Ed Lowry 
kibbitzing sang herself across on 
that superb diction that sent every 
syllable slapping against the back 
wall, Other act on the bill was the 
Robbins Family, now full-grown 
and machine-like in speed. They 
somersaulted and _ allezooped to 
smart results. 

Meagre production efforts of the 
week probably due to high expecta- 
tions for ‘42d Street’ (WB), which 
is on the screen. There was little to 
the show except the three turns 
mentioned, a few blackouts by way 
of an encore from Joe Brown, and 
some orchestral spoofing guided by 
Lowry. Latter closed the presenta- 
tion with a ‘Parade of the Presi- 
dents,’ a lyrical roll call of the his- 
tory-beok names. That climaxed 
with a picture of Franklin D. Roose- 








velt painted on a canvas drop. Ex- 
penditure for scenery this week 
must be about $4.95. Land, 


RKO ROXY 


Just for a change the RKO Roxy 
has a zippy, interesting show this 
| week. Just to show it can be done, 
maybe. 

_ Stage entertainment here still has 
several failings resulting from the 
| fact that they’re built around old- 
| fashioned principals. But Leonidoff 
currently has whipped together a 
|fast combination of routines that 
|makes things move. Most annoy- 
jing, still, is that unexplainable, il- 
| logical business of cutting the stage 
| show in half with a newsreel. It 

makes two half stage units of the 
| show and slows up the whole thing. 

parts have some 





| Fortunately both 
| merit. 

Show gets started with an orches- 
tral rendition of ‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ 
| Joseph Littau is conductor and not 
as calisthentic as his prodecessor, 
without command of the 
j;men, Maybe that will come, but for 
the time being the Roxy manages 
| to have the best congregation of in- 
dividualists in any orchestra. 

‘Cuban Love Song’ is the title of 
the first part of the show. ‘Estrel- 
| lita’ is the first number, sung by 
Bodansky, soprano, with 
choral building in the back- 
;}ground, ‘Manon’ is fairly cleverly, 
(though not logically, wound into 
| Datretiite,” but it works out all 
right. Tinova and Baikoff, an ordi- 








nary dance team, go through a tango 
that’s much too posey. And the 
Roxyettes come on for a Cuban 
strut that is a Cuban strut. Those 
gals are all there from every pos- 
sible standpoint, and it’s due to 
them, and them alone, that the first 
part is passable. 

Newsreel and then the second half 
of the show, which comes under the 
title of ‘Sailor’s Paradise.’ Supposed 
to be a sailor’s den and nicely set. 
John Uppman, baritone, wanders 
weekly through ‘Mandalay.’ Frank 
Bernard, clever dancer, does an ex- 
ceptionally fine drunk bit. Nina 
Tarasova, chanteuse, reaches the 
heights with a couple numbers. 
First is ‘Parlez Moi d’Amour,’ about 
the best of the French pieces, and 
second a Russian bit. She’s clever. 
Roxyettes come back in cute sailor 
uniforms for a tap routine that is 
better than average. Three Sailors, 
knockabout comics, close the shows 
They’re in the mood of the thing, 
but might have been used one step 
before, with the lovely dancing chil- 
dren allowed to close the show. 
Would have made for a more 
rounded effect, but okay as is. 

A Walter Winchell two-reeler and 
‘Rome Express’ (U) are the screeB 
fare, Kauf. 


MUSIC HALL 
New York, Feb. 23. 

The trend here under the influe 
ence of Roxy and Leonidoff has 
been toward the old Roxy’s style 
of stage shows, and this week the 
transformation is complete. The 
music hall idea of variety enter- 
tainment was quickly converted 
into something that gradually but 
more closely approached the old 
Roxy’s policy, yet not exactly that 
policy. But this week it’s back to 
the old reliable for fair, even to re- 


peating one of the old Roxy’s pet 
numbers. 


Repeater is Clark MRobinson’s 
‘Bolero,’ a rousing, exciting, color- 
ful piece of staging that plays up 
to a high pitch on lights and mass 
staging, and then reaches its cre- 
scendo in the beating of 60 drums 
along the sides of the auditorium. 
By actual count there were 110 


men and women in action at one 
time, including the ballet, Roxy- 
ettes, vocal chorus and a dance 


team, Myrio and Serine. 

Perhaps the most striking pro- 
duction number yet attempted in a 
picture house, the Roxy’s and now 
the Music Hall's interpretation of 
Ravel's composition was worthy of 
revival. Here it’s the third and last 
number of a three-part stage show. 
Other two sequences are good ex- 
amples of the Roxy-Leonidoff type 
of staging, in which scenic novelty 
and color is of chief importance. 
When the spotting of acts doesn’t 
have to be contended with, this 


(Continued on page 65) 
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THE BIG SHOW 
GOES ON! 


You’ve heard about the sensational 


box office records of “Sign of the 
Cross” and “She Done Him Wrong”... 


You’re still wondering how to equal 
the gross receipts of “Horse Feathers” 
and “Big Broadcast’’... 


No wonder Variety rates Paramount 
FIRST in box office attractions... 


No wonder The Motion Picture 
Academy of Awards gave Paramount 


FIVE first trophies... 


The same PARAMOUNT which 
scored these great stabilizing tri- 
umphs is moving ahead...moving 
ahead to greater successes with this 
new group of releases... 
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A thrillingly living human 
story of a woman too love- \ 





hungry for love... 
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Charging Hell of Wild 


Beasts Loosed Upon 
a Helpless City! 


KING 


OF THE 


JUNGLE 


THE LION MAN 


(BUSTER CRABBE ). 
FRANCES DEE 
« A. Paramount Picture 
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Another Bigger “Big Broadcast.” 
Names!...Names!... Names!... 
the Glamor of Joyce...the Com- 
edy of Fields... the Popularity 
and Melodies of Vallee...the 
Laughter and Box Office Draw 
of Burns and Allen and Stoop- 
nagle and Budd. . .the Beauty 
of Maritza. New Celebrities 
Being Added Every Day. 
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PEGGY HOPKINS JOYCE Wess 
W.C.FIELDS | 
RUDY VALLEE 

BURNS and ALLEN 

COLONEL STOOPNAGLE 


SARI MARITZA \ Fi= 


and other bi g screen i (¢ wf 
and radio stars... Ws 
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“MURDERS 
INTHE 700 


CHARLIE RUGGLES 


LIONEL ATWILL 

KATHLEEN BURKE (The Panther Woman) 

RANDOLPH SCOTT - JOHN LODGE 
GAIL PATRICK 
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TMG STORY 


HELEN TWELVETREC 


CDWARD CVERETT HORTON 
ADRICNNE AMES and BABY LEROY 
Directed by- NORMAN TAUROG 

CA (Paramount (Picture 
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PRESOLD TO THE PUBLIC BY 





NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE | 
PUBLICITY FROM COAST TO COAST: 








SONG OF SONGS—MARLENE DIETRICH: 
Storm-center of new style vogue! Pictures of 
Dietrich in men’s clothing ....quoted.... 
praised .... talked about! 


A BEDTIME STORY — MAURICE CHE- 
VALIER and the baby with the Chevalier lip: 
Has had 2,217 pictorial “breaks” up to Feb. 7. 


SHAME OF TEMPLE DRAKE: From a 


sensational novel. 


INTERNATIONAL HOUSE: Do you re- 
member “Big Broadcast’”?....Here’s another 
one with Peggy Hopkins Joyce, space-grabber 
de luxe, and Rudy Vallee, Burns & Allen, and 
Colonel Stoopnagle & Budd. 


Watch for smash campaigns on “The Lion 
Man” in KING OF THE JUNGLE and 
on MURDERS IN THE ZOO. 
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man to get attention for a picture. 
Feature opened Monday and the 


“stunt was worked Saturday in the 


downtown section. 
Bally stood on the sidewalk in 


_front of a six sheet, displayed from 


a second-story window of a busi- 
ness building, showed a tennis ball, 
announced that he was going to 
toss it into the air and that who- 
ever caught it would be given a 
ticket to the picture. Holding the 
ball where all could see, he pat- 
tered off a line of chatter about 


“the virtue of the picture, with fre- 


quent references to the ball. When 
he saw the crowd was getting rest- 
less, he would toss the ball in the 
air. But it didn’t come down. It 
apparently defied the laws of gravi- 
tation and stayed in the air. Bally 
would remark that it was a pity 
no one had caught it, but they 
really ought to see the picture any- 
way. Then he would go inside the 
building until the crowd had dis- 
persed and come out to try it all 
over again. 

Gag was that a man on the roof 
of the six-story building let down 
a strong thread with a bit of shoe- 
makers’ wax on the end. When 
the bally took out the ball he stuck 
it to the wax and when he tossed 
it in the air the man on the roof 
pulled in as much slack as he could, 
which was sufficient to keep the 
ball well out of reach. 





Ankling In 

House which found the best re- 
action to odd stunts announced that 
on a certain off evening all women 
would pay according to their ankles. 
No further explanation given until 
the evening of the stunt. 

Patrons found a small platform 
about four feet high near the curb 
line, with a flight of steps. Girls 
who wished stepped on the stand 
and a girl slipped a tape measure 
about the ankle. Tape was one 
ending in a flat wire loop, through 
which the other end of the tape 
could be drawn. Tape was marked 
off by quarter inches with a zero 
at the five-inch mark. If the ankle 
was five inches or under she got 
in free, but she paid one cent for 
each additional mark, being given 
a slip on which the price was 
marked, and which she presented to 
the cashier. 

It not only got but it held the 
crowd and the stunt had to be called 
off at half past seven to clear the 
street. Meantime it had served its 
purpose and when the crowd went 
in the gag was started again. 





Remembered Tich 

Digging deep for a new street 
stunt, an old-timer remembered the 
music hall hit of Little Tich, cur- 
rent a quarter of a century ago, 
and he got a stunt which had the 
small town talking and incidentally 
got some small boys spankings. 

Tich used to work in shoes some 
30 inches long, the soles permitting 
him to bend forward at impossible 
angles. Manager cut down a pair 
of cheap skis, riveted them to a pair 
of high laced boots and sent a small 
man out with a back sign. Pram 
got attention merely for the size 
of the feet, but when he could get 
a crowd he would lean forward at 
an angle and people gaped. More 
attention for the man than his sign, 
but that got notice, too. 

Spankings came to the kids who 
mailed their own shoes to barrel 
staves, but that was a by-product. 


Hooks Anyhow 


Warners ‘42d St.’ Special does not 
come anywhere close to Hamilton, 
N. Y., but George A. Miller has the 
picture booked and he figures on 
making the trip work for him, too. 

He has put a large map of the en- 
tire country in the lobby, dressed 
with pictures of the stars and stills 
of the train itself, and he has been 
marking progress of the train with 
colored head pins and a ribbon, 
with wires supposed to be direct 
from the train reporting its prog- 
Tess. 

Figures that he has a million dol- 
lar stunt to work with and that it’s 
worthwhile to get what he cin out 
of it for the Smalley chain house he 
manages. The map has aroused 
plenty of interest and the daily edi- 
tions keep that interest up. It’s 
intelligent work. 








Direction 

Manager of a theatre which de- 
pends very largely on _ transient 
trade for its afterncon business has 
-been making some _ tabulations. 
House has a fairly deep lobby, with 
plenty of display room, but some 
of the displays did not seem to bring 


“fm much business, in spite of their 


evident attraction. Other and small- 

er stunts seemed to do better. 
Varying the stunts and keeping | 

tabs, the manager found that if ' 





line, there was a better chance of 
landing the coin. 

Manager has it figured out that if 
they once start toward the street 
they keep on going—right past the 
box office. Jf the box office is be- 
tween the prospect and the entrance 
door, he is more apt to head up to 
the shelf. Now most of the stuff is 
planned to work close to the pave- 
ment to capitalize the idea. 





Reversing the Order 

Recently the Navarre theatre, 
Brooklyn, had a fire which has put 
it out of business for a time. Man- 
agers were worried about their Buck 
Jones Ranger club, which had been 
nicely established and which threat- 
ented to go to pieces. 

Arrangements were made with St. 
Brendan's Catholic church to use 
the hall of the parochial school, two 
blocks away, for the meeting until 
the theatre was ready to reopen. 

There have been countless in- 
stances of theatres being loaned for 
church services, but this is the first 
record of @ reverse case, with the 
church taking part in any of the 
activities of a theatre. 





Reuse of Idea 

In its press book for ‘The Crime 
of the Century’ Paramount refers 
managers to stunts suggested for 
‘Guilty as Hell,’ ‘70,000 Witnesses’ 
and ‘Undercover Man,’ naming cer- 
tain ideas but suggesting that all 
of the gags are along similar lines 
and are good if they have not been 
used before. 

Probably not many exhibitors re- 
tain a press book following the 
showing of the picture, but a file of 
old press books is almost invalu- 
able to the man looking for ideas 
for few of the stunts are limited 
definitely to a single picture, 

Some forehanded managers paste 
into a scrap book all of the good 
ideas they have found and have not 
used. They are the ones who are 
never stumped for a b. o. prod. If 
you never tried it, buy a cheap in- 
voice book and start in now. Do 
not attempt to classify the gags. 
Paste them as they come and turn 
over the pages until you hit some- 
thing when you are planning a 
campaign. 


Criticism Cards 

E. M. Howe sends in some cards 
they were using for the ’Frisco run 
of Frank Fay and Barbara Stan- 
wyck in ‘Tattle Tales.’ Cards are 
slightly longer thun the usual pri- 
vate mailing card. The extra space 
is given to a tab which can be torn 
off and which reads: ‘Please ad- 
dress card to a friend giving your 
criticism of ‘Tattle Tales.’ Man- 
agement will stamp and mail.’ / 

Idea in itself is not new, but the 
tab gives it novelty. Other side is 
a caricature of the stars done in 
black with a very little brick red 
for the hair. Sightly enough to 
leave the patron willing to send it 
along and most persons are vain 
enough to react to the idea that 
their opinions are important. 


Austgen’s Redhead 

In spite of the general uproar that 
attended a recent want ad for a girl 
to do a Lady Godiva, Ernie Austgen, 
of Loew’s Akron, had a want ad for 
a girl 18-25, preferably with red 
hair, to sit in a Roman milk bath 
in the lobby of the theatre during 
‘The Sign of the Cross.’ 

Austgen probably felt it would be 
a safe bid, the temperature being 
what it was at the time, so he gota 
laugh instead of an indignant howl 

For ‘Madame Blanche’ he took the 
personal guarantee idea, getting out 
two different throwaways in the 
same copy but in different sizes, and 
reminded the readers he had called 
the turn on ‘The Sin of Madelon 
Claudet’ about a year ago. It worked 
again, 











Tabbing Up 

Avoiding postage waste on mailed 
programs brought some drastic but 
probably effective copy from the 
Academy of Music, N. Y. House 
drops the usual front page make-up 
to give a large ‘important’ with ‘see 
last page’ in slightly smaller type. 
That was all. 

Back page starts off, ‘This is the 
last time,’ in large type, with a 
smaller, ‘We are going to send you 
a program,’ with three lines of 10 
point and a large ‘unless’ 
return to lighter face for, “The cou- 
pon below is mailed immediately.’ 

Remainder of the copy tells that 
the mailing list is being revised, 
with copies going only to those who 
are sufficiently interested to fill out 


the coupon space and bring or send 
it to the theatre. Copy is not per- 
emptory, but it is designed to get 


quick action. With all costs close 
trimmed and each piece costing the 
extra half cent, good editing of the 
mailing list is important. 


With a| 


kink in the stage wedding idea when 
it staged a public hitch but kept 
secret the names of the contracting 
parties until announced by the offi- 
ciating minister from the stage. 

Pulled a crowd of some 2,000, but 
perhaps not as much of a profit as 
the figure might indicate, since 
plenty of women came early and 
brought their suppers, sitting 
through two and three shows in or- 
der to maintain their right to a 
choice seat. Some of them came as 
early at 4 p. m., with the wedding 
announced for five hours later. 

Chief value of the stunt was the 
attention it got for the house which 
might be capitalized later. Crowd 
packed the street, and police were 
unable to keep a traffic lane open 
at time. 





Barter Gag 


Manager who was willing to 2- 
for-1 if he was not caught at it 
hooked a large department store to 
the idea from a new angle, Store 
advertises that patrons may ask for 
two seats for the theatre instead of 
a quarter in change made after a 
purchase, but seats may not be 
bought without making seme other 
purchase. 

Store turns over the entire quar- 
ter to the theatre and also pays the 
costs of advertising the gag, both in 
its space and all over the store. 
House gets the usual price for the 
cut rates, while the store feels that 
it is more than repaid in the trade 
it draws. 

To be effective, only one store 
should be given the privilege. Apt 
to go dead if a second store makes 
a deal with another house, but good 
for a time, at any rate. 


Railroad Helps 
Philadelphia. 

Pennsylvania railroad has been 
running excursions to ‘Cavalcade,’ 
at the Locust. Single ticket covers 
round trip fare within 50 miles, cab 
ride to the theatre and admission 
with reserved seat. Station ticket 
offices within the area handle the 
seat sales. Most of the cut is made 
by the railroad, which wants busi- 
ness. 

Postal Telegraph has a similar 
tieup for ticket sales without cab or 
train transportation angle. Any 
Postal office will reserve seats and 
have them held at the theatre or 
will deliver to the patron if time 
permits, 








Sells Many Jigs 
Denver. 
Al Goldberg, manager of the ac- 
cessories department of the RKO 
exchange, has sold close to 7,000 of 
the ‘King Kong’ jig-saw puzzle. He 
sent in an order for 3,000 more. 


/| These were all sold before they were 


received, and he wired in an addi- 
tional 5,000 requisitions. Some ex- 
hibitors are selling them at 15 cents 
each, and some are giving them with 
every adult admission while their 
supply lasts. 


Burn the Gal 

For ‘Nagana’ the Mayfair, N. Y., 
is using a cutout of the girl lashed 
to a tree and with the flames about 
her feet. Done in heroic size, it 
makes a good showing for the cor- 
ner of the building, where it can be 
seen from B’way. 

For places where @ picture needs 
to be put over in a big way it would 
be a good idea to repeat this stunt 
for the marquee, but to arrange it 
so that at selling times an actual 
woman can be substituted for the 





plan. At the Mayfair they add some 
steam, which helps along the dispiay 
day times when the fabric fire is not 
as convincing as when lighted up at 
night. Something of this sort will 
help materially to get them in fora 
new star. 





Price Card 


Three scales of prices for varying 
hours sometimes confuse patrons. 
One theatre has solved the matter 
with a double clock face, one for 
afternoons and the other for eve- 
ning shows. 

Rim around the matinee dial 
shows the price from 10-1 from 1 
to 6:30. The other face shows 6:30 
to 10 and the midnite mat mark- 
down. Saturdays and Sundays a 
new rim is slipped in to conform to 
the slightly higher prices. Rims are 
translucent and there’s a light be- 
hind the section in force at the mo- 
ment. Manager finds it less con- 
fusing than a table, with the dials 
over the b.o. window. 

Beer Compromise 
Washington. 

Loew stunt of using near-beer 
bars in lobbies on ‘What! No Beer?’ 
underwent slight alteration at Fox. 

Carter Barron was bit leery about 
setting up an old-fashioned bar, as 
used elsewhere, right under nose of 
Congress. So he evolved idea of 
making it a beer garden. Gag was 
to make it what new bar would be 
like rather than hailing it as return 
to saloon. 

Beach chairs, awnings and plenty 
of color used. Even sweet old ladies 
of W. C. T. U. stopped and looked at 
it from balcony. 


It Fitted 


Wewoka, Okla. 

An example of live-wire show- 
manship and a sock at the depres- 
sion goes out to the trade when L. A. 
(Lew) Chatham, of the Key theatre, 
put on a public wedding in connec- 
tion with the showing of ‘They Just 
Had to Get Married,’ a Universal 
film, 

Merchants of Wewoka co-operated 
in presenting the couple with gifts 
or all sorts. Chatham’s gift was a 
packed house. He took in more 
money than he wants the exchanges 
to know about. 


Shown to Solons 


Ben Serkowitch, who's handling 
the war film, ‘The Big Drive,’ put 
over a nifty in Washington Satur- 
day when the film was shown to 
members of congress in the caucus 
room of the house of representa- 
tives. 

Invitations were sent on official 
letterheads asking all to come, with 
the ostensible object of getting 
wised up on war. 


Blimp Ride Gratis 
Los Angeles. 

First house in this vicinity to 
make a tieup with the Goodyear 
blimp, which has been making daily 
flights over Los Angeles for the past 
year, is the F-WC Boulevard. Free 
flights are offered to patrons who 
draw a lucky number. 


With a ‘Pony’ 

United Artists has turned out a 
nicely printed booklet for its Span- 
ish exchanges on current releases. 
To increase its usefulness a com- 
plete translation has been mimeo- 
graphed for the use of offices where 
that language is not spoken. 




















BEHIND 


the KEYS 











Dayton. 
Ed Yarborough has been appointed 
manager of the RKO Colonial. This 
is additional to his duties as press 
agent for the spot as well as for the 
RKO Palace locally. 





Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
Four houses of Iowa-Nebraska 
(Blank) circuit are now with Rockey 
T. Newton as manager, coming here 
from Davenport. He will operate 
State, Iowa, Palace and Paramount. 





Los Angeles. 
Earl Peterson and L. Moore have 
taken over the Colonial (naborhood) 
from W. D. Fisher. Peterson was 
|for several years with RKO. 





Holly wood. 
George Pantages, nephsw of Alex- 
ander Pantages, who has been man- 
aging the Mirror, here, transferred 
'to the Orange, Orange, Calif. 





Seattle. 








Kent Thomson new manager of 
Metropolitan, Edward Cooke trans- | 
! erred to booking attractions for the! 
H house. 


San Francisco. 

California, Palo Alto, sold by W. 
C. Bremmer to W. J. Clark. 

Roxie, Carson City, Nev., sold to 
George L. Sanford by Pat Steven- 
son. Rename house the Carson 
City. 

With National Theatre Syndicate 
now under operating wing of Red- 
wood Theatres, latter will call its 
new acquisition Midland Theatres, 
Ine. 

Bill Crosby new manager of Re- 
gent, Frisco. 





Newark. 
In Warner houses James L. Nash 
leaves as manager of Hollywood, 
Kast Orange, succeeded by Elliot 
Kadison of Stanley, Newark. Wal- 





ter Jacobs goes from Goodwin to 
Stanley. New manager of Goodwin 
not appointed yet. 
Glens Falls, N. Y. 

With the local Empire turned! 
back to the Empire Real Estate & 
Theatre Co. by Peter T. Dana, les- | 
see of house, a plan is being worked 
out to shortly reopen with vaude 
and pictures, j 


bring on the tried and true stove- 
pipe telescope, which has not been 
used in some time. 

This is merely a 10 or 12 foot 
length of stovepipe, either gilded 
or in black, mounted on a make- 
shift tripod. Eyepiece is a short 
length of pasteboard mailing tube 
set into a block of wood cut to fit 
the pipe, with the eyepiece about 
five feet from the sidewalk. In the 
tube is a transparency of Tracy sur- 
rounded by sales message. This can 
either be done on a giass plate by 
the photographer or printed in 
tracing or sign paper by the printer, 
cut to fit the tube and placed inside 
the pipe with a lamp to light it up. 
Wire for the lamp should be con- 
cealed as well as possible. 

People squint into the tube and 
see the face in the sky. If a real 
telescope can be borrowed, train it 
on a three-sheet on some building 
across the street. 


Got Rhythm 


Valentine theatre, Toledo, played 
strong on the rhythmic dialog for 
the Jolson picture, breaking into the 
papers for extra space on the al- 
leged novelty of the idea, though 
burlesque shows of 40 years ago 
were written in the same rhymed 
style, though of inferior literary 
quality. 

Not many will remember that far 
back, so it’s a novelty again, and 
can be played up for a contest 
where a novelty angle is desired, the 
dialog to be either on a given topic 
or of the contestant’s own selection. 
About the best bet would seem to 
be an offer of tickets or small cash 
prizes for the best rhymed reviews 
of not more than 50 lines. 

From another slant here’s a 
chance to revive the old Chaplin im- 
personators’ parade with the kids 
in tramp makeups. That matches 
well with the comedy idea and will 
afford a good bally. 


Treats the Kids 


Manager out west is trying out a 
new form of family ticket. Not the 
usual bring-all-the-family for a set 
price, but a definite limit. Tickets 
are in strips, with two adult admis- 
sions and one child, three adults and 
two children and four adults and 
three children. 

Tickets are sold for the price of 
the adult admissions, with the chil- 
dren getting in free. 

The two-admission tickets are 
working so well that the manager is 
planning a new ticket which will 
admit two adults and three children 
for the price of three adult admis- 
sions. Kid tickets may be used 
when they come with their parents 
or presented for any matinee per- 
formance. 


Posted Widely 


Montgomery. 

L. R. Townes, mgr. of the Par- 
amount, put over in a big way ‘The 
Sign of the Cross’ when he went 
out and staged a big billposting 
campaign. Every town within a 
radius of 100 miles of this city was 
posted with paper. The theatre 
managers in the small towns kicked, 
but Townes got the biz. 

In the downtown section of this 
city, in every shop window, vacant 
buildings and on the street cars, 
there was placards announcing the 
show. When the opening for the 
first show arrived police were called 
to help maintain order. 














Anticipating 
Birmingham, Ala. 

The day after Congress approved 
of repealment of the eighteenth 
amendment a truck load of An- 
heuser-Busch beer paraded up and 
down the streets downtown. On 
each side of the truck there was a 
streamer announcing the picture, 
‘What! No Beer?’, the Buster Kea- 
ton picture by MG. The beer com- 


pany furnished the truck, ete., 
solely for the advertising value. 
This stunt might well be stored 


back in the files for future use in 
case prohibition is repealed. It had 
a lot of kick in Birmingham because 
near-beer has been legal only a few 
months. 





Practical ’Chute 
Now that the Palace, N. Y., has 
gone all film again the posters are 
being improved. A decidedly good 
parachute idea for one of the corner 
boards last week for ‘Lucky Devils.’ 
| Heavy cardboard used to make a 





| half chute, with cords running from 


the sharply pointed scallops across 


| the board to a figure in the lower 
corner. Cords serve to carry the 
eye from the attraetor along the 
copy. Can be used on other pic- 
| tures, including ‘iarachute Jumper.’ 

Other corner board carries a built- 
/on auto with rapidly turning wheels. 
Owing to the curve of the board a 
' small motor is used for each wheel 
| instead of hooking them up, but the 
effect is good, 
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Ideas on How 


To Combat Censors Discloses a 
Naivete Unbecoming to Authors 





Bright playwrights are no brighter 
than bright actors if an almost total 
ignorance of the picture industry, 
especially its politics, as registered 


by a handful of some fairly well 
known names at a session of the 
National Council on Freedom from 
Censorship, is any criterion. 

Yet this council would take up the 
picture industry’s cudgels against 
censorship in some of the most 
freakish ways ever heard, 

A few of higher literati’s ideas 
about combating picture censors in- 
clude: 

Show up censor boards which pass 
certain pictures by suing the pro- 
ducers. Then if the court finds the 
features contain obscenities, as 
charged, it will be a great victory 
for the Council and sufficient re- 
buke for the censors to make them 
red-faced; possibly removed from 
office in certain states. 

Still another would have some of 
the cleverer writing minds concen- 
trate their brilliance in an effort to 
personally humiliate censors. In 
other words, let one of the coun- 
cil’s mental giants get a censor in 
a corner and psyche him until he 
is all but willing to renounce his 
shears. 

Again, agitate for a law in censor 
states, where repeal is out of the 
question, that will compel censors 
to give a written explanation for 
every elimination made from a pic- 
ture. Then take these eliminations 
and explantions and give them wide 
publicity until the public will be- 
come censor-conscious and look 
upon scissors as tools only for paper 


At the session, which was at- 
tended by at least one Pulitzer prize 
winner, the film industry was de- 
scribed in several ways. One charge 
was that it lacked militancy. An- 
other was that picture producers 
are selfish and interested in their 
own coin—that they have none of 
that patriotic fervor which spells 
for freedom, etc. 

Then doubts were expressed about 
Will Hays, And some of the writers 
thought it would be better to inform 
the major companies of the serious- 
ness and evils of film censorship. 

One of the writers, a leader in the 
agitation, finally confided to a trade 
paper reporter that he knew little 
about the industry. When informed 
that Hays and the major companies 
are one, and that Hays has his own 
method of combating the censors, 
he admitted that it was doubtful 
whether the council could look to 
the industry for support. 

When Haysites heard of what had 
happened at the meeting there was 
immediate sympathy for the coun- 
cil and a desire expressed to be as 
co-operative as possible—even to 
send some picture man to the coun- 
cil and inform them of how censors 
are being handled and why elimi- 
nations are fewer as the years roll 
by. 

Among the Haysian condolences 
was an expression that writers 
should still strive for literary 
prizes, but that when it came to 
politics they should either stay at 
home, take a course on economics, 
or just confine their activities to 
prattling, peculiar to the literateur, 
to a carefully sealed atmosphere— 





doll cutters. 


and nothing more. 
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Local 306’s First Meeting 
Under New Prez, Sherman 


At a meeting of the New York 
Operators’ Local No. 306 tomorrow 
night (Wednesday) a resolution 
will be offered to reduce the num- 
ber of business agents of union 
from four to two. It is sponsored 
by Harry Sherman, newly-installed 
president, succeeding Sam Kaplan. 

Pending action on such a resolu- 
tion to amend the by-laws, which 
will have to go through the process 
of three different meetings of the 
union, Sherman has taken the in- 
itiative of appointing only two biz 
agents. They are Harry Levine, 
over the New York district, and 
Bertram Popkin, over Brooklyn. 

Should membership of 306 refuse 
to vote the change in the by-laws, 
Sherman will be forced to add on 
two agents which the union is oper- 
ating without in Sherman’s desire 
to effect certain economies. 

His own resolution would also 
take out of the hands of the new 
president his power to hand out two 
extra jobs to which his predecessor, 
Kaplan, was entitled, though having 
biz agents in future elected rather 
than appointed. 

Tomorrow’s meeting is the first of 
306 since the I.A.T.S.E. deposed 
Kaplin and his rule. 


Exhibs Protest 
Philly Censors’ 
Garbling of Pix 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 

A new censor protest campaign 
has been launched by film men here. 
At a meeting of the M.T.O.A. of 
Eastern Pennsylvania, Southern 
New Jersey and Delaware held on 
Thursday, a platform of protest was 
drawn up for delivery to the Penn- 
sylvania State Board of Censors, 
and a meeting between exhibitors 
and Samuel Schwartz, censor head, 
was arranged for early this week. 

The M.P.T.O.A. group alleges 
that eliminations made in this state 
exceed those in all other states by 
an average of five to one in most 
cases, and in some instances, twen- 
ty to one. The sentiment of the ex- 
hibitors was that it is better 
to condemn a picture entirely than 
to release it in a totally garbled 
form due to cuts. The committee 
which will confer with Schwartz is 
composed of Jay Emanuel (chair- 
man), David Barrist, George P. 
Aarons, Lewen Pizor and Edward A. 
| Jeffries. 

A resolution of condemnation was 
adopted against certain companies 
which allocate some of their fea- 
tures at higher than normal rates 
and then deliver these high per- 
centage films while holding off the 
| balance of their program output. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer was specific- 
ally mentioned as having delivered 
its seven 35% film, its seven 30% 
films, but being short seven of its 
regular 25% films. 
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-KBS in Second Action 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

! Second suit filed against Irving 
Starr and KBS Productions as the 
result of an auto accident while on 
location was started in Superior 
court by Jackson Rose, cameraman, 
; Who is asking $35,000 damages for 
bruises and a broken thumb, suffer- 
ed when the car, owned by KBS and 
| driven by Starr, supervisor of the 
picture, overturned. 

| Previously, Phil Rosen, director of 





| the production, sued for $50,000 
damages. 

’ 

| Wallace’s Vacash 

|; Within 10 days or so Richard 

| 


Wallace will sail for Europe on a 

short vacation with Mrs. Wallace. 

They arrived in New York last week 
‘rom the coast via the Canal. 


| After Auto Overturn | 





_ Arbuckle’s Six 


After four weeks of RKO vaude 
which started in New Orleans Sat- 
urday (25), Roscoe Arbuckle will 
come into New York to turn out 
six more shorts for Warner Bros. 
The Vitaphone studio, Brooklyn, 
will then reopen to fill current pro- 
duction schedule, 


Managers, Ads 
Must Be Cut 50%, 


Or Else—Reevrs. 


Receivers over theatre groups are 
instituting cuts in salary for man- 
agers to as high as 50% of present 
salary. Reductions of that amount 


have been enforced in some spots 
regardless of the present scale of 
salary and without concessions to 
such managers who it may be felt 
are being underpaid. 

Dictum of receivers in such cases 
is a 50% cut or replacement. 

Cuts are also applying to adver- 
tising, publicity and other  per- 
sonnel cost of which receivers be- 
lieve must be brought down, 














Mussolini Film at Palace 
Indef., $1.50 Premiere 


A $1.50 premiere for ‘Mussolini 
Speaks’ will open the Columbia pic- 
ture at the Palace, N. Y., March 8. 
Picture, built around life and ac- 
tivities of the Italian dictator, with 
offscreen narrative in English by 
Lowell Thomas, is aimed at the 
Palace indefinitely. 

Columbia had been dickering with 
Publix for the Rialto prior to mak- 
ing a deal to play the Palace. 

RKO has not as yet booked ‘Mus- 
solini Speaks’ for its other hcuses. 
Buying it will be dependent on the 
Palace engagement. 





It’s Selznick, Inc. 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

David O. Selznick has formed his 
own production company, David O. 
Selznick Productions, Inc. No par 
value set on the 1,000 shares issued. 

Directors are Selznick, his wife, 
Irene Mayer Selznick, and Lloyd 
Wright, his attorney. 





Wife’s Illness Forces Leave 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Fulton Oursler has taken an in- 
defiite leave of absence from Metro, 
because of illness of his authevess- 
wife, Grace Perkins. 

Writer left Saturday (25) for 
New York. He has a contract with 
Metro, which will be resumed when 
he returns. 


LOYAL TO C. B. 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Lenore Coffee, after two years on 
the Metro writing staff, resigned. to 
rejoin C. B. DeMille at Paramount. 
She’s working on the script, ‘Four 
Frightened People.’ 








M-G’s Internat’l Script Buy 
Rights to a German story and its 
English translation, latter done by 
Patrick Kirwan and published by 
Horace Liveright, in 1929, have heen 
purchased by Metro. Story in Eng- 

lish is known as ‘Bitter Waters.’ 








It was published originally in 
Liepzig as ‘Prockwasser’ and later 
in Paris. 





Picture Possibilities 


I 














‘Alien Corn’—Favorable 

| ‘ALIEN CORN’ (Drama, Katherine Cornell, Belasco). 

| With a Katharine Cornell, Sidney Howard, Guthrie McClintic hook-up, 
show figures to be a stage success and ultimately will reach the screen. 


lbee. 





‘American Dream’—Unfavorable 
| ‘AMERICAN DREAM’ (Theatre G 
, ically heavy and radical for cinematic recommendation. 
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uild—Drama—Guild). Too dramat- 


Abel. 
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Publix Theatres Corp. Revrship. 
Unlikely; Op. Org. Deemed Solvent 


Although Publix Theatres Corp, 
as signatory to film deals with dis. 
tributors, owes considerable in back 
rentals, it is said within Paramount. 
Publix that this subsidiary will not 
be placed under a separate receiv- 
ership from expectations. While 
Publix, strictly an operating and 
servicing organization, has liabilities 
running to a high figure, it at the 
same time has accounts receivable 
which save it from being an insol« 
vent organization. It is creditor 


for numerous subsid groups now in 
receivership. 

In respect to back rental owed 
distributors, these sums are actually 
paid by theatres through medium of 
Publix Theatres Corp., an operating 
subsid which itself does not control 
a sin theatre or a single lease. 

Film rental owed is declared to 
be under $500,000, including rental 
to Paramount as well as all other 
distributors. Warner Bros. and 
Metro, large customers of Publix 
accounts, are the largest of distrib 
creditors, 

Film Rental Concern 


Some concern exists among dis- 
tributors as to collection of film 
rental which had accrued up to the 
time of the P-P and Publix Enter- 
prise receiverships. Since that time, 
regardless of whether contracts and 
franchises permit it or not, distribs 
have been protecting themselves by 
C.O.D.’ing Publix theatres or nare 
rowing fi'm credit with receivers. 

No contracts of distribs have been 
repudiated. Contention among dis- 
tribs is that since their contracts 
are signed by Publix Theatre Corp., 
these contracts cannot be repudiated 
until that corporation itself goes 
into receivership. All executive con- 
tracts, such as unsettled Sam Katz 
agreement, also carries signature of 
the operating-servicing organiza- 
tion without guarantee of fulfillment 
by any theatre or theatres. 

Legal question of whether con- 
tracts of Publix are endangered 
through Publix being a subsidiary 
of P-P has not as yet been settled, 
but in outside quarters it is main- 
tained that if this were true cone 
cerning the Publix operating come 
pany, it would also hold true for 
any contracts of other subsids such 
as distributing, studio and foreign 
divisions not directly in receivere 
ship. 

Despite the back rental owed dise 
tribs serving Publix, they are going 
along, according to contracts and 
franchises as existing, in supplying 
film to Publix theatres. Right to 
C.O.D., despite restriction by con- 
tracts, is given distributors, they 
believe, as a result of Publix’s fail- 
ure to live up to terms of contracts 
with regard to credit. 


F&M TAKING OVER 
I. A. PARAMOUNT 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

Fanchon & Marco, in association 
with Harry C. Arthur and Jack 
Partington, have taken a lease on 
the Paramount here and will reopen 
the house next Thursday (2). Pare 
Publix operation terminated last 
Friday night, with the house cure 
rently dark. 

F&M, operating for Parmar cor- 
poration, will inaugurate a combo 
policy of their stage units and Para- 
mount first run pix. House will be 
scaled at 25c and 35ce, similar to the 
old Roxy in New York. 

Producers, who last week acquired 
the 50% interest held by Fox West 
Coast in the Manchester and Balboa, 
naborhood houses here, have turned 
both over to Milt Arthur, brother 
of Harry, for operation. Arthur 
presently operates the F-WC houses 
in Santa Ana, Fullerton and Ana- 
heim, as well as having the State 
and Capitol, Long Beach, for in- 
dividual operation. 





Like’s Second for Freuler 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


‘Find the Clock,’ mystery melo- 
drama, second feature on his pic- 
ture-to-picture producing arrange- 


ment with Freuler Films will be 
st: fod in two weeks by Ralph Like 
at International studio. He has 
just completed the first, ‘Easy Mil- 
lions.’ 


Jack Jevne is preparing the 





‘Clock’ continuity. 
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Haysites See End of Anti-Trust 


Suits in Quittner Case Dismissal 


Throw-out of the Quittner action 
against the major industry is re- 
garded in the Hays office as provid- 
ing precedent for which it has 
hoped. That this case, called the 
best prepared ever brought by an 
exhibitor against major interests, 
was dismissed after 12 weeks in the 
Federal! court, will have the effect of 
discouraging wholesale litigation in 
the industry framed around con- 
spiracy and restraint of trade 
charges. 

Fully $200,000 is estimated to have 
been expended in this action. The 
time element, alone of heads of 
companies and executives who were 
called to testify, is figured to run 
into a;large sum. 

What part of the cost is the plain- 
tiff’'s is another matter,’ since 
months of preparation as well as 
the siege in court are to be cal- 
culated. 

No legal test to date, according 
to producer representatives, had 
been so thorough as that brought 
by Quittner. 

The opinion that evidence in the 
Quittner action tended to show that 
picture companies or some of them 
have violated the anti-trust laws, 
was expressed by Judge Caffey in 
Federal Court in his dismissal Fri- 
day (24) of the cast. 

Judge Caffey by his decision is 
held by the plaintiff (Quittner) side 
to have strengthened the possibili- 
ties under an appeal, which Graham 
& Reynolds, Quittner’s attorneys, 
pay they propose filing. 

The court said ‘the plaintiff could 
mot recover under the treble-dam- 
age section of the statute upon the 
ground that I have stated. They 
may resort to other remedies, but 
not under the Federal damage sec- 
tion.’ 


Fihn on F. 6. Bonfils 


A story based on the life of the 
fate F. G. Bonfils, ‘Denver Post’ pub- 
lisher, was contracted for by Ma- 
cauley nearly a month ago prior to 
last week's reported intention of 
Metro to do a picture on Bonfils. 
As a result, Metro may look into 
the novel Macauley will publish 
March 15. 

Lou Goldberg, picture advertising 
man recently with Warner Bros., 
spent many years in Denver and 
knew Bonfils. He is the author of 
‘Mr. Flim Flammer,’ the story Ma- 
cauley is to publish and has in- 
formed Louis B. Mayer of the yarn. 
Meanwhile, Paramount and Warners 
@re reported interested also. 

Mayer, according to coast reports, 
Giscussed a story on Bonfils’ life 
with Gene Fowler, who would go to 
Denver to prepare material. 








WB Finishes First Three 
Bobby Jones Golf Shorts 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Trick stuff being made at War- 
mers for the Bobby Jones series of 
golf shorts consists in breaking 
down the champ’s swings before a 
black drape with the unessential 
parts of Jones’ anatomy draped in 
black to give further prominence to 
the arm or leg being demonstrated. 

First three of the sextet of two- 
reclers have been finished. They 
are ‘Hands and Grip,’ ‘Position and 
Backswing’ and ‘More Backswing.’ 
Joe E. Brown, Vic Herman and 
Andy Bennison, latter authoring the 
series, appeared in the first. Guy 
Kibbee and Glenda Farrell are in 
the second and W. C. Fields, War- 
ner Oland and William B. Davidson 
in the third. 


Scripting Mae West 


Paramount is reading ‘Cora 
Potts,’ novel by Ward Greene, for 
Mae West's next. Author is editor 
of Kine Features Syndicate. 

Miss West, at the Brooklyn Para- 
mount this week, holds over for a 
Becond week there and then goes to 
the Chicago, Chicago. After that 
ghe’s due on the Coast. 


‘Miracle’ Interests Par 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 





Not a Bit Bashful 





Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Warner publicity staff had a 
tough time with the crowd of 
crashers trying to muscle in 
on the press showing of the 
‘42nd Street’ train at the Santa 
Fe depot. Finally one of the 
staff, assigned to question all 
the unfamiliar faces he saw in 
the party, asked a former 
Iowaian: ‘Who are you with?’ 

Proudly the crasher indicat- 
ed the frail clinging to his 
arm. ‘I’m with my girl,’ he 
said. 


Casey, Ellict in Move 
To Inckrde UA, Col, 
Roach in Basic Pact 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


With arrival here Saturday (25) 
of William C. Elliot, president of the 
IATSE, a movement gets under way 
to bring United Artists, Columbia 
and Hal Roach into the basic agree- 
ment existing between major studios 
and unions, 

As a concession, it is believed the 
studios will then include several 
minor crafts in the agreement not 
permitted to join when the original 
document was signed. Elliot will 
work out this and other union is- 
sues with Pat Casey, Producers’ 
representative. 

If UA, Col and Roach become a 
part of the agreement, although not 
signing it previously, different wage 
scales in effect on those lots will be 
adjusted to conform with those of 
the companies now included in the 
pact. 

Elliot and Casey will also -confer 
on recent cuts at Fox, Uni. «rsal and 
Radio as they affect union workers. 


Film’s $7.70 Bally 


Warners’ ‘42d Street’ is slated for 
the Strand, New York, opening 
March 9. On the night previous 
the film will have a special preview 
showing at $7.70 top for the benefit 
of the women’s national repeal com- 
mittee, of which Mrs. Charles H. 
Sabin is the leader. 























Film Song Suit Decided 
In Tiffany Prods. Favor 


Suit which was brought in the 
Federal Court by Myrtle Bell Woos- 
ter against Tiffany Productions, Inc., 
and the Star Production Co., was 
decided Wednesday (15) in favor of 
Tiffany by Judge Coleman. Miss 
Wooster’s claim was that the song, 
‘I Don’t Want to Go on a Gondola,’ 
from her musical play, ‘Bambina,’ 
was lifted and incorporated in a 
short subject released by defend- 
ants. 

Tiffany’s defense was that Miss 
Wooster gave her oral consent to 
the use of the material in considera- 
tion of the publicity she was to 
have derived as a result of the 
short. 

Bertram Mayers of the law firm oft 
Fitelson & Mayers represented the 
defendants. Plaintiff's counsel was 
Arthur Driscoll, of O’Brien, Driscoll 
& Raftery. 





Gus Kahn Gagging at MG 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


yus Kahn, lyric writer brought 
out by Metro, is writing gags and 
shorts in addition to songs. 

Studio is considering an original 
he has scribbled, ‘The Ole Maestro.’ 
Yarn was originally intended for 
Ben Bernie, but may be switched 
around for Jack Pearl who is signed 
to Metro. 


10TH OLYMPIAD IN 14 REELS | 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Firm here is supplying the entire 
L. A. Olympic Games, on 16mm for 








Paramount is considering ‘Mira- | $70. 
Cle at Verdun’ as possible film Athletic events are in 14 reels, of 
fodder. 100 feet each, quoted at $5 a reel. 
This is the Theatre Guild pro- |The 14 chapters are virtually a his- 
duction about the awakening of the|tory of every minute of the 10th 


Soldier dead. 


Olympiad, 


Faded B. R. Holds Up 
Dick Talmadge Films 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


With expected financial backing 
still unobtained, the Richard Tal- 
madge company has moved off the 
Universal lot and is taking office 
space at the Larry Darmour studio, 
Talmadge has been idle since last 
October. 

Actor has contracts for several 
action pictures with exhibs, but has 
been unable to deliver because of no 
bank roll. 


16MM. TALKER 
BOOM ALL SET: 


With three new 16mm sound-on- 
film projection machines set to be 
marketed within the next two 
weeks, the tiny picture field is ex- 
pected to take on .new life. That 
there are only about 200 sound 
machines in U. S. homes today is 
blamed by 16mm executives not so 
much to any lack of product as to 
the fact that the right kind of ma- 
chines with the right price have 
not been available. 

That there are 400,000 silent 
16mm machines, most of them ad- 
mitted obsolete, in homes and in- 
stitutions now is sufficient en- 
couragement to manufacturers and 
producers that what silence has 
done sound can more than repeat. 

Eastman interests last week made 
the prediction that within the next 
two years the little field will be 
larger than the 35mm demands. 

Laboratories and film libraries 
that heretofore have soft pedalled 
small film activities now are geared 
to meet a substantial demand. One 
of the oldest libraries presided over 
by Major Tom Evans claims it can 
supply 16mm film with sound at the 
rate of over 590,000 feet daily. 

RCA is taking the lead toward 
important electric price reductions 
in the home field. Where a year 
ago it figured a good home set could 
not be retailed for less than $400 
the new equipment which it is set 
to market will cost homes around 
$150. 

Major company resistance to per- 
mitting their professional product 
to be reduced is also lessening. 
Educational, Columbia, Pathe and 
Universal are okaying the reduc- 
tion. From indications two more of 
the majors will add their consent 
by the time the new equipment is 
released. 


Fox Defers 3 


Hollywood, Feb. 2%. 


Three pictures set to go into pro- 

duction today (27) were called off 
for the time being by Fox on Sat- 
urday night. 
They are Jesse Lasky’s produc- 
tion, ‘The Power and the Glory,’ to 
be directed by William K. Howard, 
which is set back until March 20. 
‘Husbands Cost Money,’ which 
David Butler was assigned to direct, 
is also a March 20th assignment. 
‘My Dear,’ Harry Lachmann direct- 
ing, is set back until April 3. No 
explanation given for sudden 
switching, 

















Alternating Film-Stage 
Combo Idea Up Again 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Revival of the old type of combo 
company which acted a story part- 
ially on the screen and partially on 
the stage will be tried by Cliff 
Broughton, former producer for 
George Weeks. 

Broughton is assembling a cast 
and will start filming in two weeks 
at International studio on the pic- 
ture portions. One night stands and 
small communities without regular 
film entertainment will be booked. 

Last show of this type was tried 
about 10 years ago by the late George 
Beban with ‘Sign of the Rose.’ 





Medbury’s Col Shorts 


John P. Medbury, in the east in- 
definitely, is giving up his syndi- 
cate work, but will continue on 
short subjects for Columbia As 
m. c. of the Old Gold radio pregram, 
the humorist has a 13-weeks’ con- | 
tract with options. Col Is already | 
releasing two shorts series by Med- 
bury, ‘Curiosities’ and Travelaughs. | 
Mrs. Medbury got in Thursday 
(23) from the coast by car to join! 





her husband, 


Latest Selling Season Ever 
Because of Revrships. and New 
Operators; 6,500 ‘Good Accounts 





Stepping Up | 





Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Two weeks ago all names 
were taken off the office doors 
in Paramount’s writing de- 
partment. 

This week all members of 
the studio publicity depart- 
ment had their names lettered 
on the publicity department 
doors. 











Most Coast Producers 
Put on C.0.D. Basis 
By Supply Houses 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

With the generally unsettled con- 
dition of the picture business, sup- 
ply houses, furnishing producing 
companies with equipment, film and 
other supplies, are attempting to 
establish their business with the 
majority of studios on a strictly 
Cc. O. D. basis. At the present time 
there are only two major produc- 
tion companies said to be meeting 
their bills on a monthly basis. 
Others are lagging behind, and in 
some cases owe local supply houses 
for merchandise purchased _ six 
months ago. 

In an attempt to collect, mer- 
chants are met with the argument 
that returns ere not coming in from 
the distribution companies. Some of 
the sales organizations dealing with 
the studios have taken paper in 
payment for supplies, but have been 
unable to discount it. 

Since Publix went into receiver- 
ship, Paramount Productions has 
been paying off current bills weekly. 
Studio feared that through its Pub- 
lix connection its credit would be- 
come impaired, and instituted the 
weekly payment to eliminate any 
embarrassment. 


Cantor’s Next Pic 


Bobby Connolly will stage the 
dances in the next Eddie Cantor 
picture. Sam Goldwyn is confer- 
ring this week with Eddie Cantor 
on the story, production to start 
May 1. 














Coast Technicians for 
Kennedy’s Fla. Unit 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Set to leave here this week to 
join Aubrey Kennedy’s production 
company at St. Petersburg, Fla., 
are Frank Drdlik, listed as direc- 
tor; Mack Stengler, cameraman, and 
William Stevens, assistant megger. 
Drdlik has done some art work, but 
has no record as a director here. 

Oral Cloaky, who represents Ken- 
nedy’s backers here, has approached 
Lane Chandler, Roberta Gale, Jules 
Cowles and Martha Mattox to go 
to Florida for the proposed picture, 
a remake of ‘Bar Sinister.’ Players 
were offered their regular salaries 
for three weeks, plus transportation. 
No contracts signed yet. 





Crabbe’s Personals 


Bill Pine from the Paramount 
Coast studio left New York Friday 
night (24) for Boston with Buster 
Crabbe of ‘King of the Jungle’, who 
made a personal appearance there, 
following one in New York. He will 
also appear in Buffalo, Detroit, Mil- 
waukee, Chicago and Denver, Pine 
accompanying. 

Following the Denver appearance 
Crabbe will fly to Washington to 
attend the inaugural Saturday (4), 
Pine going on to Coast. 





Latest selling season in the his- 
tory of the business impends, dis- 
tributors openly admitting that it is 
futile to sign contracts with the av- 


erage present-day box office until 


its permanent ownership status is 
established. 

July is now figured as the earliest 
when house ownership for the re- 
mainder of '33-'34 can be deemed 
settled. By that time distribs are 
counting on receiverships either 
being made permanent, and with 
sufficient tenure of office assured to 
make contracts with them worth- 
while. The sales heads also aye con- 
fident that by then the bulk of new 
owners of individual houses and 
small circuits will be in possession. 

6,500 ‘Good’ Accounts 

Where in the average year 7,500 
theatres accounts are considered by 
major companies as ‘good’, this year 
it is generally calculated the ordin- 
ary total is shortened at least by 
1,000. Of the existing 6,500 current 
good accounts at least one third are 
estimated to be in receivership. 

The actual number of theatres in 
process of change of ownership is 
not known and cannot be calculated 
until present flurries have abated. 

Were film contracts made with the 
theatres, there would be no occasion 
for delay in selling and distribution 
apprehension. But legally, it is held 
that even though a present owner 
tries to force his contractual obliya- 
tions on his successor, the new own- 
er can technically ignore them. Le- 
cause of this, distribs feel they 
would be losing more money by 
hastening sales than by letting the 
sales season slip from spring into 
the summer and fall. 


SOUTHERN CHAIN WINS 
50 P.C. CUT BY UNIONS 


New York advices indicate that 
Charles Koerner, heading operation 
on the former Interstate houses 
owned by Carl Hoblitzelle, has ne- 
gotiated a reduction of around 50% 
in union costs over the circuit. 

Concerns stagehands and oper- 
ators, with reports reaching New 
York that the unions stand ready to 
co-operate in every way with Koer- 
ner to keep the southern houses 
open. 











Houston, Feb. 28. 


Union motion picture projection- 
ists of Houston, Dallas and Fort 
Worth have reached satisfactory 
terms with two groups of theatres 
in these cities, ratifying agreements 
which will permit amicable oper- 
ation under the new setups which 
follow their present states of re- 
ceiverships and bankruptcy. 

Involved are the trustee in bank- 
ruptcy for RKO-Southern Corpor- 
ation and the receivers for Southern 
Enterprises, Inc., of Texas, formerly 
Publix. 

Projectionists took a cut under 
the $70 scale and reduced the re- 
quired number of operators from 
four to two men per booth. Union 
itself will provide for a swing man. 
One stage hand provided for each 
house, at @ substantial salary cut. 
Union situation is thus cleared up 
until September, 1934. 





Providence Showmen 
Checkmate Picketing 


Providence, Feb. 27. 


Three theatres here, beset with 
labor troubles, got temporary relief 
last week when the Superior court 
granted three petitions restraining 
members of allied theatrical unions 
from picketing the new Metropol- 
itan, Olympia and Royal theatres. 
The Met is in the downtown sector, 
the other two in the Olneyville sec- 
tion of Providence. 

The Met was the first to go into 
court asking relief from picketing. 





Swede’s Magyar Script 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 





Nils Asther will be featured by 
Metro in ‘Rhapsody,’ newly acquired | 
Hungarian play by Alexander Hun- 
yadi, which has received 
tices in stage production in central 
Europe. 

Lucien Hubbard will supervise. 


good no- 


The other two houses followed, 
spurred by the success of the Met. 
All petitions were temporary and 
will be heard later. 

The three stands, however, an- 
| ticipate success eventually as Su- 
preme court has already ruled fa- 
vorably on petition of Samuel 
Bomes, operator of two theatres 


here. 


gringo 
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z Sam Katzs Theatre Plans 





Surveying Theatres 


Along 1933 Budget 





Standards— Will Follow His Prod. Setup 


Sam Katz has plans for a nation- 
al theatre chain as soon as his film 
production is set. Harry Katz, his 
brother, Milton Feld and Dave Chat- 
kin are with Katz in New York 
going over the theatre situation, All 
operated theatres under Katz in the 
old Publix organization. 

While several prospective groups 
of houses around the country are 
being looked over, negotiations are 
nothing more than feelers right now. 

Any number of circuits are men- 
tioned as possibilities for a Katz 
chain. Among those which it is said 
Katz would like are Fox Midwesco, 
Fox Midland, Poli New England 
chain, Publix-Fitzpatrick-McElroy 
and some Publix and Fox West 
Coast groups which might be avail- 
able. 

Katz’s idea on deal is on a basis 
of 1933 business possibilities and ‘33 
leasing or operating arrangements. 








Shiller & Levine Take 
Up Halted Eagle Corp., 
Will Deliver Program 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Re-organization of the old Eagle 
Productions, which became inactive 
six months ago, has been under- 
taken by Morris Shiller and M,. Leon 
Levine of New York, who are fur- 
nishing the money to continue with 
the old program. New company, in- 
corporated in New York, is known 
as Eagle Pictures Corp. 

Only one picture, ‘Exposed,’ was 
made by the former company. Dis- 
tribution contracts for the remain- 
ing sold at that time have been as- 
sumed by Shiller and Levine, who 
plan completion of the schedule, 

Adolph Pollack, with the original 
group, is again handling distribu- 
tion in the present set-up, and Al- 
bert Herman, a partner in the form- 
er corp., is in charge of production. 

Shiller, who returns to New York 
the latter part of this week, was 
former president of Realcraft and of 
Shiller Productions in New York. 
Company started a picture Thurs- 
day (23) titled ‘The Big Chance,’ 
with Myrna Kennedy and John Dar- 
row in the leads. All filming will. be 
done at Monogram studio. 








Uniens Week-to-Weeking 
In Albany Pending Pact 


Albany, Feb. 27. 

Stage hands and operators are 
now working on week to week basis 
pending settlement of wage dispute 
with theatre operators. The dead- 
line was Saturday night two weeks 
ago. Notice was posted in all the- 
atres with the exception of capitol 
legit house, giving men two weeks’ 
notice without explanation. 

Under terms of contract, which 
was to have expired last September, 
owners and managers have asked a 
10-15% cut. 





Shelved Yarn Brings Suit 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

Universal is the target of an $825 
suit filed in Municipal court by A. 
W. Diesman, assignee of Leo E. 
Kuter, who was engaged by the 
studio as art director on ‘Men With- 
out Fear,’ bull-fight film which was 
not made. 

Kuter claims to have been en- 
gaged at $1,000 for the picture and 


admits she was paid $375. Suing 
for the remainder, $625 and $200 
damages. 





COLLIER LEAVES F-WC 
Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Bob Collier is out as F-WC press 
agent, with Troy Orr taking 
place. 
Collier was formerly in charge or 
the entire publicity and ad set-up. 


fire 





Up-State Changes Hand 
Troy, Feb. 27. 

The Rivoli, Troy, has been pur- 
chased by the Majestic Amusement 
Co. 

The Majestic company, controlled 
by Jacob C. Rosenthal and Al C. 
Bothner, operated the Rose Theatre 
and owns the seldom used Majestic. 
The Rivoli was formerly part of a 
chain of low-prices theatres oper- 


CAPITOL’S 2-WEEKERS 


B’way Deluxer Optimistic on ‘Live’ 
and ‘Sister’ 








Capitol, N. ¥., does rot expect to 
have to go outside for any more 
product for the spring at least. 
Schedule on house is up to and in- 
cluding week of April 7, with Metro 
product only, but calls for two- 
week stays for two pictures, ‘Today 
We Live’ and ‘White Sister.’ 

Bookings set are ‘Clear All Wires,’ 
Friday (3); ‘Today We Live,’ March 
10 and 17; ‘White Sister,’ March 24 
and 31 and ‘Men Must Fight,’ 
April 7. 


PENNSY’S 5%, ‘NUISANCE 
TAX’ ON FILMS AGAIN? 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 


From unofficial, but reliable, 
sources it is believed here that the 
movement for the establishment of 
‘nuisance taxes,” which would in- 
clude a 5% tax on film admissions, 
has not been abandoned and is like- 
ly to crop up again in the near 
future. 

It is understood that the State 
Legislature will refuse to permit 
the Philadelphia City Council to in- 
crease the bonded indebtedness of 
the city. Right now the city gov- 
ernment has the privilege of addi- 
tional borrowing, above regular is- 
sues, of emergency loans of 10% of 
the city budget. It is seeking to 
raise this amount to 15%, but al- 
ready a motion to this effect has 
been defeated in the House at Har- 
risbure. 

Without the right to go ahead 
with this extra borrowing, it is be- 
lieved inevitable that the “nuisance 
taxes” will start, probably this 
spring. When the measure was last 
up before Council, prompt action on 
the part of the local picture inter- 
ests resulted in its being tabled. 











Sheriff Closed Palace, 
M’waukee, but Reopened 


Milwaukee, Feb. 27. 


The Palace, one of the Fox Mid- 
wesco chain, recently turned back 
to the Saxes, reopened the next 
day. House was closed by 
Sheriff Joseph Shinners Thursday 
night on an eviction order issued by 
Civil Judge Hedding over an alleged 
$27,698.09 said to be due to the own- 
ers, the Uihlein Realty Co., for back 
rent and taxes. 

Palace was originally an Orpheum 
theatre. Pictures announced for 
this week were switched to the 
Strand, pending a settlement of af- 
fairs. Pal continues straight pix. 





Bandits Encore 





Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

For the second time in six 
months, bandits entered the home 
of Spencer Lee, manager of the 
Fox Ritz theatre on Wilshire boule- 
vard, made him go to the theatre. 
open safe and then looted it of 
$1,800, the week-end receipts. 





‘ . ° > * 
Big Drive’ in N. W. 
Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Jimmy O’Neal has closed a deal 

with Madeline Woods to handle ‘The 
Big Drive,’ war film, for the Pa- 
cific northwest territory. He leaves 
here today with prints for that sec- 
tion. 


CHANGED MIND ABOUT $1.50 
San Francisco, Feb. 27. 

Metro’s ‘Rasputin’ is due for a 

March 5 opening at Erlanger’s Col- 

umbia at $1.50 top, roadshow policy. 

Columbia is same house that turned 








down Par'’s ‘Sign of Cross’ last 
month claiming $1.50 too much 
dough. 

Humanova Amusement Co.; C. Mar- 
tin, by guardian; $842. 

Bobby Connolly; Gates & Morange, 
Ine $3,544. 

Stanley Distributing Corp.; Wid's 








ated by the Battaglia Brothers, 


Film and Film Folk, Inc.; $343, 


Studio Placements 


Blanche Friderici, ‘Adorable,’ Fox. 

Philip Merivale, Henrietta Cros- 
man, Victor Jory, ‘My Lips Betray,’ 
Fox. 

Tom Ricketts, Robert Courey, 
Lorimer Johnson, Gertrude Astor, 
Torben Meyer, John Davidson, Lu- 
cian Prival, ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ 
Metro. 

C. Henry Gordon, Eugene Pal- 
lette, John Miljan, Ivan Lebedeff, 
‘Made on Broadway,’ Metro. 

William Gargan, ‘Emergency Call,’ 
Radio. 





John Cromwell, director, ‘Ann 
Vickers,’ Radio. 
E. H. Griffith, director, ‘Morning 


Glory,’ Radio. 
Harry Langdon, Nell O’Day, Lita 
Chevret, Matthew «Betz, Eddie 
Baker, Billy Engle, ‘Night Duty,’ 
Educational. 
Preston Foster, ‘Husbands Cost 
Money,’ Fox. 

Gertrude Messenger, 
Fox. 

Bradley Page, ‘Love Is Like That,’ 
Chesterfield. 
Mary Brian, 
ers- Par. 
Charles Ruggles, 
Madame,’ Par. 
Lew Coay, Thomas Jackson, Nat 
Pendleton, Dorothy Burgess, Susan 
Fleming, ‘I Love That Man,’ Rog- 
ers-Par. 
Robert 
Warner. 
Tammany Young, 
of 1933,’ Warner. 
Aline McMahon, 
Warner. 

Richard Carle, ‘In the Red,’ Radio. 
Hans Von Twardowski, ‘Ador- 
able,’ Fox. 

Julie Haydon, 


‘Bondage,’ 
‘Beer Barrel,’ Rog- 


‘Don’t Call Me 


Barrett, ‘Lilly Turner, 
‘Gold Diggers 


‘Bread Line,’ 


George Meeker, 


Helen Perry, Bert Sprotti, ‘Beer 
Baron,’ Par. 
Donald Dilloway, George E. 


Stone, Joyce Compton, Walter Mc- 
Grail, Blanche Frederici, Arthur 
Hoyt, Pat O'Malley, Edgar Norton, 
‘Sing You Sinners,’ Phil Goldstone- 
Majestic. 

Jack Mulhall, Frances X. Bush- 
man, Jr., Noah Berry, Jr., Hooper 
Atchley, Raymond Hatton, Robert 
Frazer, Gordon Do Maine, William 
Desmond, ‘Three Musketeers,’ Mas- 
cot serial. 

Jack O'Donnell, ‘Kid 
Gloves,’ U. 

Mae Clarke, Vince Barnett, ‘Pub- 
lic Relations,’ Metro, 


Incorporations 


New York 
Albany, Feb. 27. 
Tango Gardens, Inc., Manhattan; the- 
atrical; $20,000. 
D. W. R. Film Productions, Inc., Man- 
hattan; pictures; $100,000, 
Elisabeth Marbury, Inc., New York; 
theatrical; 100 shares no par. 
Sunset Amusement Corp., Kings; the- 
atrical; 200 shares no par. 


dialog 








Mercules Theatre Corp., New York; 
theatrical business; $1,000. 
Conan Productions, Inc., Manhattan: 


theatrical; $10,000; 
and 100 commen $1. 
Av nen Broadcasting 
broadcasting; $1,060. 
The Super Kadio Corp., 
radio; $250,000. 
H. L. Dalis, 
$50,000. 
Statement and Designation 
The Popular Pictures Corp., New 
Haven, Conn.; motion picture business; 
New York office, 630 Ninth avenue, New 


100 preferred $100 
Corp.; general 
Manhattan; 
Inc., 


New York; radio; 


York City; Jerry Distasio, secretary; 
$100,000, 
California 
Sacramento, Feb. 27. 

David O. Selznick Productions, Inc. 
Capital stock, 1,000 shares, none sub- 
scribed. David O. Selznick, Irene M. 
Selznick, Loyd Wright. 

. E. G. Productions, Ine. Capital 
stock, 1,000 shares, none subscribed. 
Herschel B. Green, Richard M. Gold- 
water, S. Earl Wright. 


; Certified copies of corporations located 
in Dover, Delaware: 

Fox California Theatres Corp. 

Fox Arrowhead Theatres Corp. 

Fox Orange Belt Theatres Corp. 

Fox Riverside Theatre Corp. 

Fox Mission Theatres Corp. 

Fox San Palo Theatres Corp. 

Fox Paradise Theatres Corp. 

Fox Westwood Theatre Corp. 

Fox Wilshire Theatre Corp. 

Fox La Brea Theatre Corp. 

Fox Ritz Theatre Corp. 

Fox Bakersfield Theatre Corp. 

Fox Calexico Theatre Corp. 

Fox Valley Theatre Corp. 

Fox Egyptian Theatre Corp. 

Fox Rialto Theatre Corp. 

Fox Long Beach Theatre Corp. 

Fox Warfield Theatre Corp. 

Fox San Bernardino Theatre Corp. 

Fox Senator Theatre Corp. 

Fox Vallejo Theatre Corp. 

Fox Cabrillo Theatre Corp. 

Fox Strand Theatre Corp. 

Fox Fairmont Theatre Corp. 

Fox North Park Theatre Corp. 

Fox San Diego Theatre Corp. 

Fox De Luxe Theatres, Inc. 

Permits to sell stock issued to: 

David O. Selznick Productions, Inc. To 
issue 500 of 1,000 shares, no par. 

Brown-Spencer & Associates, Inc. 
Audition services for motion pictures. 
To issue 240 of 250 shares, par $100. 

talveston, Feb. 27. 

Theatre Safety Service Co., Dallas: 

merchandise; capital, $1,000; incorpators, 
S. Groves, Donald Scott, John H. 

Kirby. 

Southern Opera Co., Houston; amuse- 
ment; incorporaiors, Mrs. Mary Daily, 
Uriel Nespoli, Mrs. Marie Vescova. 


Theatre Safety Device Co., Houston: 
manufacturing; capital, $1,000: incor- 
porators, Cecil E. Hall, John H. Kirby, 
II, J. A. Phillips. ‘ 

Empire Theatre of San Antonio, Inc.; 
capital, 200 = shares non-par; Texas 


agents, F. F. Bokern, M. L. Relfe, Dallas. 





Doris Maloy Moves Over and Up 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Doris Maloy, former head reader 
for Fox is now at Paramount work- 
ing on the script, ‘Mike’ a radio story 
to star Claudette Colbert. 





Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


gaining much of their recent losses. 

Response of the share list was in- 
stant: commodities also displayed 
ability to rebound. Friday's closing 
prices were the best in 10 days or 
so. 

Saturday’s morning newspapers 
printed the details of an ugly situa- 
tion in Maryland, where the Gov- 
ernor had declared a three-day mor- 
atorium to check widespread runs 
on banks. Resultant break in the 
stock market carried security prices 
down through the December bottom, 
which has been four times defended, 
and established the averages in 
practically all classes of securities 
at a new low since October or 


longer. 
How much the revelations in the 
Congressional investigation into 


the stock market and banks had to 
do with the runs on banks outside 
the Michigan area is difficult to fig- 
ure, but it probably had a lot. 


Spell of Nerves 


In any event the combination of 
all the circumstances shook Wall 
Street’s nerves badly and there was 
a general disposition to get out of 
stocks. The half-day session piled 
up the largest volume of trading 
since early in October, close to 1,- 
000,000 shares changing hands, and 
the selling had all the earmarks of 
hasty liquidation. A noticeable fea- 
ture was the dealings in large 
blocks, a characteristic of the whole 
week. Trading was kept in orderly 
shape and there was no wide-open 
break; but neither was there any 
concerted support, as revealed by 
the absence of anything like a mo- 
mentary ra'ly. The tape was two 
minutes late at one time toward the 
close Saturday and the greatest ur- 
gency to sell was apparent in the 
last 15 minutes. All of which set 
the stage for further retreat yester- 
day. Accumulation of selling orders 
over the week-end made for an es- 
pecially weak opening. Recessions 
yesterday were sharpest in the first 
half hour. Thereafter prices steadied 
somewhat, but there was no rebound 
to suggest that the worst of the im- 
mediate selling was over. 

Repetition of the banking trouble 
in Maryland suggested to security 
owners the possibility of troubles 
elsewhere, which makes for a public 
sentiment subject to spasms of 
nerves. There had been no intima- 
tion to the trading community of a 
delicate situation in Maryland, and 
the fear has been planted that other 
such developments may develop 
suddenly and unexpectedly. 

The amusement group, in the na- 
ture of the case, were less violently 
affected than pivotal issues; first, 
because they have already discount- 
ed pretty much anything that can 
happen; and, secondly, because 
there is but little of speculative long 





holdings or vulnerable investment 
holdings, either, for that matter. 

Loew's was the only theatre stock 
to give way materially. That new 
leader of the group retreated on but 
moderate dealings to the exact level 
of its all-time low of 13%, estab- 
lished during the slump of last July. 
At that point it made a stand and 
closed fractionally higher at 13%. 
The preferred came out in only one 
trade at 48, a low on the mevement, 
but 9 points above its bottom for 
1932 at 39. 

Pretty much all the other active 
amusements had already broken 
their last summer's bottoms or re- 
peated them, and the market. dis- 
turbance did not affect them ad- 
versely in price. Fox slipped an 
eighth and Warners appeared on the 
tape at 1 for the first time this win- 
ter. Paramount continued along at 


—1932-'33——, 















%, that price allowing but smal 
margin for a decline. 

Columbia Pictures among the 
lesser stocks slid into new low 
ground since summer at 7%, break- 
ing sharply through its former de- 
fense line at 9, but dealings here 
were small, suggesting that the 
break came through withdrawal of 
bids rather than from pressure of 
offerings. With the retreat of 
Loew, Metro-Goldwyn preferred 
backed down to 14, repeating its 
lowest previous quotation since list- 
ing. 

Eastman Kodak put up about as 
good a defense as any trading issue 
in the list, giving way only by frac- 
tions and holding above 50 to the 
final bell, when it stood at 50%, 
Dealings here also were limited, 
volume on the week reaching less 
than 10,000 shares. Smallness of 
volume throughout the group was 
conspicuous. Loew's downward 
drift was accompanied by a total of 
only 19,000 shares, an inconsiderable 
volume for that issue. 

Cliques operating on the bull side 
withdrew precipitately, making good 
most of their strategical retreat 
earlier in the week. There were 
evidences that the pool working in 
Consolidated Film industries, pre- 
ferred, had gotten away before the 
Maryland news came out. Stock 
declined from around 10 to 7% by 
Thursday by which time the re- 
puted clique had lightened their 
lines, improving their position so 
that when the jam came on Satur- 
day, they were in shape to give 
their favorite support. Despite 
melting prices all around at the end 
of the week, the senior Consolidated 
had recovered nearly two points 
from its earlier bottom and main- 
tained its improvement. Volume 
here reached the respectable total 
of 7,600 shares on the week. 

Radio Corp. of America had the 
largest turnover in the group, ag- 
gregating 143,000 shares in five days 
(market was closed Wednesday), 
and the bulk of the dealings were 
done at 3 which is only a fraction 
away from the 1932 bottom and a 
new low on this movement. RKO 
showed some resistance. By one of 
those market freaks the old Keith 
preferred picked out the moment of 
Saturday’s severest pressure te 
make one of its rare appearances 
on the tape, coming out at 12, up 
4 from the last trade more than a 
month ago, since which time the 
company has gone into a receiver- 
ship. Orpheum circuit preferred, 
which is a bankrupt stock, held its 
own at 2%. 


Par Bonds Off, Others Hold 


Theatre company bonds did fairly 
well for the most part in the facé 
of drooping values in every part of 
that department, especially in the 
case of U.S. government loans, 
which showed the effects of bank 
emergency liquidation. Only bond 
to display special weakness was the 
old Paramount-Famous 6's, which 
sank to a new all-time low at 7 with 
a net loss of 2 points. The Para- 
mount-Publix 5%’s lost less than 
a point and increased its premium 
over the old liens to more than 
points, the relation being 7 for thé 
old and 9% for the new. 

Elsewhere among the film bonds 
the price movements were scat- 
tered. Warner Bros debentures lost 
nearly 2 points to 15% while the 
RKO debentures crept up a frac- 
tion. Loew's 6’s held their own as 
did the Keith liens, while for no 
apparent reason the Pathe 7's 
jumped nearly 4 points in a single 
transaction. If anything ever comes 
of a DuPont-Eastman association, 
which was rumored some time ago, 
the Pathe obligations stand to bene- 
fit handsomely through an interest 
in the DuPont raw film enterprise. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Feb. 24: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


2 Ne 
igh. Low. Sales Tssue and rate, Low Last sabe. 
By mS 80 sew ak SEIU TORE occ ccccvccccéess i 1', bid 
54 R 60@ Consol. Film......... 3 3 —% 
14% 44 800 Columbia P. vtc....ccccccccccs 7% 7% 2860 1%4 
11% 2% 7.600 Consol. Film pfd 7% 2 
87% 35% 9.500 Eastman Kodak OK, 50% —4 
Dt 1 3,500 Fox, Class A......... 13, 1% = 
261% 814 92,200 Gen. Elec, (40c.) 10% 11% —% 
30 7 100 Keith pfd....sscccccceees 12 2 +4 
37% 13% 16,300 Loew (3)......-... 0. 13% 13% —1 

u 39 BOO G0 HOE: OBR)... « o00000e.ccus 48 48 — 
+, 1 1% 300 Madison Sq. Garden........e0+ 1% 1% = t 
22% 14 900 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)...cc.ce0e 14 14 
15 1% 100 Orpheum pfd........cceee. ssedee 2 2% 
11% % 19,500 Paramount ............. vetoes: |. % % -% 
14 % 700 Pathe Exchange....,ceccese cove lo % be 

5% 1% 500 Pathe, Class A...ccccoccs eccece 24 2 2 - 
133% 244 142,100 Radio Corp........ tttseeeceeren 4 3 — = 
7% 1% eee ND? aku dad. ciseace sesecccssose 906 1% ers 
50 RR =. eae RLURONON DONE os cccdsdadenncess “ss os 10% last 
44 1% 10,300 Warner Bros....sceces eccccccce 1% 1 1% 
20 i 0) aes ee as piled ssees os 60040060888 6% +: — 
43% 15% 5,200 Westinghouse ....:.:s.-...ccee 24% 19% 20, —% 

CURB 

15 4 TT ee. PO @ ee oe 

1% 1s Gee BO Parent -MAGG, o6sccccececccis te * -2 
2M% a + Psenee em, FRO. Be Wil. cosccovece see Se eo: . 

4% % 1,000 Technicolor ......ceeeees caxeres See 25% — = 
3% %% ee ae Pe ee cooee 1% 1% _ = 
BONDS 

7% 1 $6,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40........e00- » 1% ; “2 
63 24 14,000 Keith 6's, ” y 33 324 aa — % 
90 64 51,000 Loew 6's, ’ 66 6544 6  — ry 
80 49 8,000 Pathe 7's, ' 56 53 56 +3% 
60% 7 31.000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, '47..... 8% 7 7 = 
53 6% 36,000 Par-Pub 5%’s, ’59.......... 10'4 9 %% %—% 
19 85 3,000 RKO debs 6’s.......-.... a 11 10% 10% + % 
6 1p eB aay ree 1p hd 4 
40 94 12,000 Warner Bros. 6's, °39........... 16% 15% 15%, —I1% 

Over the Counter, N. Y. 

Bid. Asked. 

ye 1 ewee: Ee, eee Be ee ob benw dea ese @e se ee 

Gen. Theatre Equip. sold $1,000 at 2, wp % 
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WARNER BROS.” MIRACLE SHOW OF 1933! 
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4-STAR AWARD FROM 
“LIBERTY” MAGAZINE CLI- 
MAXES TUMULTUOUS AD- 
VANGE PRAISE FROM KINGS 
AND QUEENS OF RADIO! 





“A grand show!” 
—KATE SMITH 

















> , “A picture to rave about!” 
—JACK PEARL 








“Something original at last!” 
—BING CROSBY 








; “A really great musical!” 
: —PAUL WITEMAN 








—~MORTON DOWNEY 





VITAGRAPH, INC. DISTRIBUTORS 
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/SWEETIES — HOLLYWOOD'S PERFECT 200 Jam 


A3a 

STARS — 14 OF WARNERS’ BIGGEST NAMES 
a 

SONGS -THE 4 HIT NUMBERS OF THE HOUR 


) , 


STORY INTEREST IN EVERY MINUTE OF THE SHOW | 
WARNER BROS. 


: start a cycle ~and end your troubles! 
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Washington . . . Earle 
Baltimore . . . Stanley 
Pittsburgh . . Stanley 
Detroit. . . Michigan 
Buffalo ..._. Buffalo 
Philadelphia =; Stanley 
Cleveland .., . Lake 
Portland, Ore. , Elsinore 
New York »#e . Strand 
Indianapolis ,+*, ‘Indiana 


ORPHEUM MANAGER CALLS IT “GREATEST Pic: 
TURE SINCE ‘GOLD DIGGERS “AS “42ND STREET 
DOUBLES BUSINESS . DENVER OPENING! 


W 
i EMPIRE, SAN ANTONIO TAKES 2 DAYS’ 
RECEIPTS IN SINGLE MIDNIGHT PREMIERE! 
# 


TOPS BIGGEST ATTRACTIONS IN YEARS 
IN KANSAS CITY, - LOUIS, CHICAGO! 


Nv AND NOW AMERICA’S GREATEST 
a sr CITIES STRIKE UP THE BAND AS THE 


Ae BLAZES COAST-TO-COAST TRAIL 
FOR MIGHTY KEY OPENINGS IN 


Milwaukee . . Warner 
Nashville . Knickerbocker 


Akron... . Strand 
Youngstown ‘“% Warner 
:. oa “= » Ritz 
New Orleans ‘3 Saenger 
Miami... . . , Olymple 
Albany 9) 3) 2 Strand 
Dallas . 3% Palace 
Houston 371% 7« Metro 
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3 Generations of Warners greet cheer- | 
ing thousands at stars’ departure on 
greatest ride since Paul Revere! 


ns * 
Ml rite 


ad wJ 


~_ 


Whole towns mob glittering special at 
way stops en route. 





NSBR 


Colorado Governor leads Denver throngs 
inspecting train’s myriad wonders, in- 
cluding General Electric Health Kitchen. 


police hold mobs at bay in 
Kansas City. 


e » On to Washington, March 4th! 
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WARNER BROS. 





* w Just Getting Up Steam for 1933! , + sy’ 
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by BRADFORD ROPES 


The sensational book from 


which Warner Bros. have made 
their successful picture, 
ALSO THESE OTHER FASCINATING STORIES— 


} “KING KONG” “STATE FAIR’ “HEL BELOW” 
| “A FAREWELL TO ARMS” “THE SIGN OF THE CROSS 
| 
| 


only "JRF each 


Available wherever books are sold_ 


| 
} New York * GROSSET & DUNLAP + Chicago 
j 








The Most Scintillating Score 
It Has Ever Been Our Privilege to Publish! 


FROM WARNER BROS.’ SENSATIONAL PICTURE 


“42ND ST.” 


YOU'RE GETTING TO BE A 
HABIT WITH ME 


YOUNG AND HEALTHY 
SHUFFLE OFF TO BUFFALO 
FORTY SECOND STREET 


ALL LYRICS BY AL DUBIN 








ALL MUSIC BY HARRY WARREN 
FOX-TROTS ALL 


M. WITMARK & SONS 


1657 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N. Y. 








GORDON HOLLINGSHEAD 


ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 


“42 ST.” 


Ray Fe 


You will be amazed how much you can see 
in so short a time for so little money —THIS 


SUMMER. 
ad World’s Fa Af'—chicegs 








eGrand Canyon‘: 


Santa Fe Pullmans to the rim 


e California 
eColorado Rockies 





e Indian-detours 


by motor in New Mexico 


e National Parks 





New Santa Fe Vacation Fares CUT THE COST 


All-Expense Tours on certain 


— 
— — os — — ae —- 


505 Fifth Avenue 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


clip and paste this on a 


urnett, Gen. Agt. Pass. Dept., Santa Fe Ry. 


| 


| Address .... 


Send 
FARES 


fT re 


post ca 


picture 
Leafle 


days this summer 


eo OO SS | SS oe 


iers and NEW VACATION 
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Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 


Studios: Pathe Studios, 
New York, N., Y. 


Culver City, Cal. 


Allied 


Hoot Gibson poses as a lawyer. Dir. George Mel- 


Cowboy Counsellor, The. 


ford. 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Feb. 7. 

Eleventh Commandment, The. From the play by Brandon Fleming Marian 
Marsh, Theo. Von Eltz, Alan Hale. Dir. Geo. Belford. 4 mins. Rel, 
Feb. 20. 

Intruder, The. Monte Blue, Lila Lee. Dir. Albert Ray. 62 mins. Rel. Jan, 25, 

Iron Master, The. Success and romance in a steel mill. Reginald Denny, Lila 
Lee, J. Farrell MacDonaid. Virginia Sale. Dir. Chester M. Franklin. 66 


min. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Feb. 7. 

Officer 13. Motorcycle officer exposes racKetleers. 
Owen. Mickey McGuire, Jackie Searle. Dir. George Melford, 
Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Parisian Romance, A. 
bert Roland. Dir. Chester M. 


Monte Blue, Lila Lee, Seena 
63 mins. 


Famous stage play. Lew Cody, Marian Shilling, Gil- 
Franklin. 76 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. 


Oct. 18. 
Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
Chesterfield ee ety. 
Forgotten. Original. Story of a forgotten man. June Clyde. Wm. Collier, 
~ Dir. Rich, Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel, Feb. 15. 


Jr., Natalie Moorhead. 

King Murder, The. 
Frazer, Dorothy Revier. 
25. Rev. Nov. 1 


Slightly Married. Comedy drama. 


Conway Tearle, Natalie Moorehead, Robt. 


From the novel. 
Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 


Dir. Rich, Thorpe. 


Evalyn Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Pre- 
Time, 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Jan. 3 


vost. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 
Strange People. Mystery melodrama. John Darrow, Gloria Shea, Hale 
Hamilton, Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 


Romantic drama. Sarah Padden, Otis Harlan. Dir. 


Time, 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 
Studio: Gower at Sunset, : Offices: 729 Seventh Ave. 
Hollywood, Cal. Columbia New York, N. ¥. 


Air Hostess. Thrilling story of the adventure and romance of a 1933 girl who 
fearlessly flies across the continent in passenger ships. Evalyn Knapp, 
James Murray. Dir. Al Rogell. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24. 


Bitter Tea of General Yen. Romance and adventures of an Americar girl 
caught in the maelstrom of Shanghai. Barbara Stanwyck, Nils Asther, 
Walter Connolly. Dir. Frank Capra. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 17. 


Child of Manhattan. Stage play by Preston Sturges. Romance of the dime- 
Eddie Buzzell. 73 mins. 


Women Won't Tell. 
Rich. Thorpe. 


a-dance. Nancy Carroll, John Boles. Dir, 
Rel. Feb. 4. Rev. Feb. 14. 

Deception. Story of the wrestling game and its frameups. Leo Carrillo, 
Thelma Todd, Dickie Moore. Dir. Lew. Seiler. 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 


Rev. Jan. 17. 

End of the Trail, The. A U. S. cavalry officer, who is court martialed, and 
redeems himself. Tim McCoy, Luana Walters. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 
58 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. 


Last Man, The. Drama of outlawry on the high seas. Chas. Bickford, Con- 
stance Cummings. Dir. Howard Higgins. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 31. 
Rev. Sept, 20. 

Man Against Woman. Man’s strength against woman's wiles. Jack Holt, 


Lillian Miles. Dir. Irving Cummings. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 
Rev. Dec. 20. 

Man of Action. Original outdoor drama. Tim McCoy. Dir. Geo. Melford. 
57 mins. Rel. Jan, 20 

Mark It Paid. Original story of motorboat racing. Wm. Collier, Jr., Joan 
March. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 69 mins. Rel. Nov. 12, Rev. Jan. 24. 

No More Orchids. A _millionairess who is regenerated by the new American 
spirit. Carole Lombard, Lyle Talbot, Walter Connedy, Louise Closser 
Hale. Dir. Walter Lang. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Jan. 3 

Obey the Law. Original of an easy mark who turned firebrand. Leo Carillo, 
Lois Wilson. Dir. Benj. Stoloff. 69 mins, Rel. Jan. 20. 

Silent Men. Tim McCoy western original. Florence Britton. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman, Rel. Mar. 3 

So This Is Africa. Original. Wheeler and Wolsey go to Africa with some 
tame lions. Racquel Torres. Dir. Eddie Kline. 67 mins. Rel, Feb. 24. 

State Trooper. Original. Story of a war_between two gas companies. Regis 
Toomey, Evalyn Knapp, Barbara Weeks, Ray Hatton. Dir. D. Ross 


Lederman, 68 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. 

That’s My Boy. Football story off the usual lines. Rich. Cromwell, Dorothy 
corde, ae Marsh. Dir. R. W. Niel. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. 
*- OV. 

This prorting, Age. Revenge on the polo fleld. Jack Holt, Evalyn Knapp. 
Dir. A. W. Bennison. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Treason. Original. Kansas after the civil war. Buck Jones, Shirley Grey. 


Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 62 mins. Rel, Feb. 10. 

Vanity Street. Girl breaks a window to get into jail, but lands in the ‘Fol- 
lies." Helen Chandler, Chas, Bickford. Dir. Nick Grinde. Time, 67 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 11. 

Virtue. A street walker who goes straight. Carole Lombard, Pat O’Brien. 
Dir. Edw. Buzzell. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Oct. 25. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Washington Merry-Go-Round. Political satire. Lee Tracy, Constance Cum- 
mings. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Western Code, The. Tim McCoy western. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 58 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Feb. 21. 

White Eagle. Buck Jones as an Indian pony express rider. Jones, Barbara 
bsg Dir. Lambert Hillyear. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. 

ept. 27. 


Studios: Burbank, 
Calif. 


Cabin in the Cotton. <A social study of the poor whites. 
Dorothy Jordan, Bette Davis. Dir, Michael Curtiz. 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Central Park. Western cowboy hunts bandits in a New York park. Joan 
Blondell, Wallace Ford, Guy Kibbee. Dir. John Adolfi. Time, 55 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 10. 

Crash, The. How one couple reacted to the panic. Ruth Chatterton, Geo. 
Brent. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 59 mins. Rel. Oct. 8 Rev. Sept. 13. 
Employee’s Entrance. Original ‘Love in a Dept. Store.’ Warren William, 

Loretta Young, Alice White. Dir. Roy Del Ruth, 74 mins, Rel. Feb. 11. 
tev. Jan. 24. 
Frisco Jenny. ‘Madame X’ in San Francisco locale. 
Cook, Jas. Murray. Dir. Gerard Beaumont. 70 mins. 
Jan. 10. 
Life Begins. 
Young, 


First National 0" 10, York. 


Rich. Barthelmess, 
Time, 76 mins. Rel. 


Ruth Chatterton, Donald 
Rel. Jan. 14. Rev. 


Tactfully handled maternity story from a stage play. Loretta 

Eric. Linden. Dir. Jas. Flood and Elliott Nugent. Time, 72 
mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Match King. Fictitious romance of the Swedish financier. 
Lili Damita. Dir. Howard Bretherton-Wm. Keighley. 


Warren William, 
79 mins. Rel. 


Dec. 31. Rev. Dec. 13 
Silver Dollar. Silver boom days in Col. Edw. G. Robinson. Dir. Alfred E. 
Green. 84 mins. Rel. Dec. 24. Rev. Dec. 27. 


Loretta Young, 
Time, 70 mins. 


They Call It Sin. Kansas girl breaks into N. Y. show life. 
Geo. Brent, David Manners. Dir. Thornton Freeland. 
Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Oct. 25. 


Three on a Match. Three schoolgirls have adventures. Joan Blond@ell, War- 


ren William, Ann Dvorak, Bette Davis. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 63 
mins. Rel. Oct. 29. Rev. Nov. 1 

Tiger Shark. Life and tragedy with the tuna fishers. Edw. G. Robinson, 
Zita Johan, Rich. Arlen. Dir. Howard Hawks. 79 mins. Rel. Sept. 24. 


Rev. Sept. 27. 
You Said a Mouthful. Joe Brown_swims to Catalina. Joe E. Brown, Ginger 
Rogers. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Time, 70 mins, Rel. Nov. 26. Rev. Nov. 22. 


Offices: 850 Tenth Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. Fox New York, NY. 


Broadway Bad. Story by Wm. R. Lipman and W. W. Pezet. Modern drama. 
Joan Blondell, Ginger Rogers, Ricardo Cortez, Margaret Sedden, Dir. 
Sidney Lanfield. Rel. Feb, 24. 

Call Her Savage. Tiffany Thayer’s story of a half breed girl. 
Monrce Owsley, Gilbert Roland. Dir. John Francis Dillon. 
mins. Rel. Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Cavalcade. Noel Coward's pageant of British society. Diana Wynyard, Clive 
Brook, Herbert Mundin, Ursula Jeans. Dir. Frank Lloyd. Roadshow 
length 110 mins. No release date set. Rev. Jan. 10. 

Chandu the Magician. Dramatized radio broadcast. Edmund Lowe, Bela 
Lugosi, Irene Ware. Dir. Marcel Varnel. Time, 72 mins, Rel. Sept. 18. 
Rey. Oct. 4. 

Dangerously Yours. Socicty thief and gir) detective. 

Jordan, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Frank Tuttle. 74 mins. 


Studio: Fox Hills, 


Clara Bow, 
Time, 82 


Warner Baxter, Miriam 
Rel. Feb. 3. 


These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production com,anies and 
checked up as soon us possible after 
Listing is given when re- 


| release. 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained fo: six months. Man- 


agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time .s given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage oy the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only on actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct. 
even thougr official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 





Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


cluding several execs and writers, 
were laid off last week. Dave Wer- 
ner, casting chief, is making a trip 
to New York. 


A wild animal film will be made 
by Television Pictures in Billings, 
Mont. Charles Diltz will direct and 
Roland Price is cameraman, 

Peggy Conklin Set 
Peggy Conklin has been given a 
contract by Metro and reports for 
work April 1, She goes into a pic- 
ture version of ‘Mademoiselle,’ in 
which she appeared in the east. 





‘Life of Jimmy Dolan’ has been 
renamed ‘The Kid’s Last Fight’ by 
Warners, 


Arthur at Metro 
After being off studio’s payroll for 
several years, George K. Arthur re- 
turns to Metro for a part in ‘Ser- 
vice,’ 


Universal’s “The Man Who Re- 
claimed His Head,’ which may fea- 
ture Boris Karloff, is being adapted 
by John Huston. William Wyler 
will direct. 





Edward Everett Horton is on his 
way to England to do a picture for 
British Gaumont, 


James Gleason will make one pic- 
ture for British Gaumont, sailing 
from New York for London March 1. 





Conroy for Retakes 
Frank Conroy arrives from New 
York this week to appear in re- 
takes of Metro’s ‘Possessed.’ Wil- 
liam Courtney, who accompanied 
him, will make tests at several 
studios. 


Swickard Returns 
Josef Swickard returns to pictures 
after an absence of two and a half 
years. He is on the Warner lot. 


‘King Kong’ goes into the Chinese 
March 10 at $1 top and 50c. mats. 
It’s the first Radio pic to play a 
Grauman deluxer. 





Three After One 
Three studios are after Leo Mc- 
Carey to make a musical. Negotia- 
tions started after the success of 
‘Kid from Spain,’ which he megged. 





Warner Error 
Warners is now 10 days behind 
schedule on ‘Mayor of Hell’ as a re- 
sult of using inexperienced child 
extras at $18 a week. Kids couldn’t 
remember lines, 


Universal’s remake of the serial, 
‘Perils of Pauline,’ gets under way 





in April. 
English Speaking Union  ban- 
quetted the cast and production 


staff of ‘Cavalcade’ at the Biltmore. 





Metro hopes to produce ‘Tarzan 
and His Mate,’ and has placed Leon 
Gordon on the script to whip it in 
shape. Several writers have been 
on the job. 

Government Help 

Metro has obtained the co-opera- 
tion of the government in the pro- 
duction of ‘Test Pilot,’ much of 
which will be made at Wright Field, 
Dayton. 


S24 


Schulberg has given a 





with U. 


CURRENT RELEASE 


termer to Jacqueline Wells, formerly 
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Face In the Sky. Romantic adventures of a billboard sign painter. Spen 
Tracy. Marian Nixon, Stuart Erwin. Dir, Harry Lachman. Rel. Jan. 


Rev. Feb. 21. 

First Year, The. Domestic drama from a stage play. Janet Gaynor, Chas, 
Farrell. Dir. William K. Howard. Time, .. mins. Rel. July 31. Rey, 
Aug. 23 


Handle with Care. Comedy. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, E) Brendel. Dig, 
David Butler. Rel, Dec. 25. Rev. Dec, 27. 

Hat Check Girl. Murder and mystery in a nite club. Sally Eilers, Ben Lyo 
Ginger Rogers. Dir. Sidney Landfield, Time, 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 
Rev. Oct. 11. 

Flagg and Quirt—with Lupe. Edmund Lowe, Vic. McLagle . 
Dir. John Blystone. 74 mins. Rel, Jan, 22. Rev. Jan. at 

Original. Physician who seeks to save his son from @ 
woman's influence. Boots Mallory, Alex. Kirkland, Irene Ware. Dir, 
John Francis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. 

Infernal Machine. From the novel by Carl Sloboda. Drama. Genevieve Toe 
bin, Chester Morris. Dir. Marcel Varnel, 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 10, 

Me and My Gal. Comedy arama. Joan Bennett, Spencer Tracy. Dir. Raoul 


Hot Pepper. 
Lupe Velez. 


Am Guilty of Love. 


Walsh, Time, 78 mins. Rel. Dec. 4 
Rackety Rax. Football satire. Victor McLaglen, Greta Nissen. Dir. Alfred 
Werker. Time, 65 mins. Rel, Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 8 


Rustler discovers that love interferes with cattle stealing, 
Dir. Louis King. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 8 


Sailor’s Luck. Original, Romance of a U. 8S. Navy gob. Jas. Dunn, Sally 
Eilers, Victor Jory. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Mar, 10, 


Second Hand Wife. Banker’s secretary steps from his office into his heart. 


Robbers’ Roost. 
George O'Brien. 


Sally Eilers, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 64 mins. Rel, 
Jan. J. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Sherlock Holmes. The Conan Doyle story with a new gangster twist. Clive 
Brook, Miriam Jordan, Ernest ‘Torrence. Dir, . K. Howard. Time, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 6. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Six Hours to Live. Murdered diplomat is revived to avenge his murdexn 
Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 78 ming 


Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 26. 
Smoke Lightning. From Zane Gray's ‘Canyon Wealtis.’ 
O'Day. Dir. David Howard. Kel. Feb, 17, 
State Fair. From the novel by Phil Strog. Love and triumph at the state 
fair. Janet Gaynor, Lew Ayres, Will Rogers, Louise Dresser. 
Henry King. 98 mins, Rel. Feb, Rev. Jan, 31, 


Tese of the Storm Country. Talk version of an old silent. 
Chas. Farrell. Dir. Al. Santell. Time, 75 mins. Rel. 


Nov. 22. 
Too Busy to Work. Talking version of ‘Jubilo.” Will Rogers, Marian Nixom 
Rev. Dec. 6. 


Dir. Jas. Blystone. Time, 76 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. 
s : P 
Freuler Associates °%*' [canount Bid 
Western. Hidden treasure and government agents 


Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Mar. 1 


and back sain 
Burton ing. 


Geo. O'Brien, Neal 


Janet Gaynor, 
Nov. 20. Rev, 


Deadwood Pass. Original. 
Tom Tyler, Alice Dahl, Wally Wales. 


Fighting Gentleman, The. A fighter who goes to the to 
m. Collier, Jr., Josephine Dunn, Pat O’Malley. ir. 
Time. 69 mins. Rel, Oct. 7, Rev. ‘Nov. 15. 


Forty-Niners. The overland trek in pioneer days, Dir. JI. KR 


Tom Tyler. 


McCarthy. 49 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Dec. W. 
Gambling Sex, The. Racing story with a society slant. Ruth Hall, Grant 
ee. Dir, Fred Newmeyer. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Nov. 21. Rev, 
Cc, 27. 
Kiss of Araby. Original. Sahara story of British army and Riff, with love 
interest. Marie Alba, Walter Byron, Claire Windsor. Dir. Phil Rosen. 


Rel. Feb. 23. 

Penal Code. Story of a boy’s regeneration surmounting complications. Regig 
Toomey, Helen Cohan, Robert Ellis. Dir. George Melford. 62 mins, 
Rel. Jan. 15. 

Savage Girl, The. Big game hunters find a white Jungle beauty. 
Hudson, Walter Byron, Harry Myers, Adolph ilar. Dir. 
Fraser. Rel. Dec, 6. 

When a Man Rides Alone. 
coach holdups and fast riding. Tom Tyler, Adele Laccy, 
Dir. J. P. McGowan, Rel. Jan. 29. 


Majestic 


Crusader, The. Drama of a erusading istrict attorney. Evelyn Bren., H. H. 
Warner, Ned Sparks, Lew C nt Walter Byron, Marceline Day. Dt 
72 mins. Rel. t. 1. Rev, Oct. 11, 


Rochelle 
Harry Ix 


Robin Hood of the West and some daring stage 
Duke Lee, 


Offices: 1619 repeney 
New York ity 


Frank Strayer. 


Gold. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Alice Day, Matthew Betz, Dynamite«# 
horse. Dir. Otto Brower. Time, 55 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 11, 
Gun Law. Western. Jack Hoxie, Betty Boyd. Rel. Mar. 1. 


Jean Hersholt, Jackteé 


Hearts of Humanity. Drama of New York’s East Side. 
Dir. Christy 


Searl, J. Farrell MacDonald, Claudia Dell, Charles Delaney. 
Cabanne. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. ‘Rev. Sept. 27. 


Law and Lawless. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Hilda Moreno, Yakima Ca 


utt, Wally Wales, Dynamite-Horse. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 
mins. Rel. Nov. 30. 

Outlaw Justice. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Dorothy Guliiver, Donald 
Keith, Dynamite-Horse. Dir. Armand Schaeffer, Time, 61 mins. Rel, 


Oct. 1. 

Phantom Express, The. Railroad melodramatic mystery. J. Farrell Mace 
Donald, William Collier, Jr., Sally Blane, Hobart Bosworth, Eddie Phile 
lips. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 70 mins, Rel, Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 2% 

Public Be Damed, The. Story behind present-day conditions. l!:vclyn Brent, 
Pat O’Brien. Dir, Christy Cabanne. Rel. Mar, 1 

Sing, You Sinner. Dramatic life of a torch-siager. From the play by Wilson 
Collison, Leila Hyams, Paul Lucas. Rel. Mar, 1. 

Unwritten Law, The. A drama of betrayal and vengeunce. Grecia Nissen, 
Skeets Gallagher, Mary Brian, Lew Cody, Louise Fazenda, Hedda Ho 
per, Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 20, 

Vampire Bat, The. A thriller. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Melvyn Dougla 
George E. Stone, Maude Eburne. Dir, Frank Strayer. Kel. Jan. 2 
Rev. Jan, 24. 

Via Pony Express. 
Rel. Feb. 8. 


Jack Hoxie wesiern. Marceline Day. Dir. Lew Collin, 


Studios: 4376 Sunset Drive : Offices: 1600 Broadway 
Hollywood, Cal. Mayfair Now York, N. Ve 
Heart Punch. Murder story with a prize ring angle. Lloyé Ilusines, Marion 


Shilling. Dir. Breezy Eason. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Dec. 18 
Her Mad Night. Mother assumes guilt for a daughter’s crime. Irene Rich, 
on war weaste. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Oct. I. 

ev. OV. J. 


Malay Nights. Original. Mother love in the tropics. Johnny Mack Brown, 
peswtoy Burgess. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 69 mins. Re!. Oct..1. Rew 
ed. it. 
No Living Witness. Novelty crime story. Gilbert Roland, Noal Beery, Bare 
were ment. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. 
ct. 
Tangled Destinies. Mystery in a deserted desert home. Lloyd Whitloc 


Doris Hill, Glen Tryon, Time, 


Rel. Sept. 1. 


tudios: ity, 
Studios: Culver ae Metro 


Blondie of the Follies. 
gomery, Billy Dove. Dir. E. 
Rev. Sept. 13. 

Clear Al! Wires. Picturization of the recent Broadway hit sbout a foreign 
correspondent. Lee Tracy, Benita Hume, Dir. George Hill. Rel. Feb. 17. 

Divorce in the Family. Jackie Cooper saves the family happiness. Jackie 
Cooper, Conrad Nagel, Lewis Stone, Lois Wilson. Dir. Chas. F. Riesner. 
Time, 78 mins’ Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1 

Fast Life. Typical Haines story with a thrilling speed boat race. William 
Haines, Cliff Edwards, Conrad Nagel, Madge Evans. Dir. Harry Pollard. 

ped 


Vera Reynolds. Dir. Frank Strayer. 

mins. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Offices: 1546 Broadway, 
New York, N. Ys 


Self explanatory title. Marion Davies, Robt. Monte 
Goulding. Time, 91 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. 


82 mins. Rel. Dec. 16. Rev. Dec. 27. 
Flesh, W aliace Beery as a wrestier. Karen Morley, Riccardo Cortez, Jean 
Hersholt. Dir. John Ford, 95 mins. Rel. Dee, 9. Rev. Dec. 13. 
Faithless. Rich girl learns the lesson of the depression. Tallulah Bankhead, 


Robt. Montgomery. Rel. Oct. 15. 
Rev. Nov. 22. 


Hell Below. The submarine heroes of the World War. 


Dir. Barry Beaumont. Time, 75 mins 


Robert Montgomery, 


Jimmy Durante, Madge Evans, Walter Huston. Dir. Jack Conway. 
tel. March 17 

Kongo. temake of the silent of the same title. Sorcery in central Africa, 
Walter Huston, Lupe Velez, Conrad Nagel, Virginia Bruce. Dir. Wm. 


Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Nov. 22. 
Based on the Broadway stage hit by Martin Brown, 


Cowen. Time. 86 mins. 
Lady Deceived, The. 





Irene Dunne, Philips Holmes. Dir. Charles Brabin. Rel. Jan. 13. 
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of Fu Manchu. Chinese plotter seeks the sword of Gh is Kahn 
Boris Karloff, Lewis Stone, Karen Morley. Dir. C Bra bi me, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. & Rev. Dec. 6. . = 


Outsider, The. An unlicensed surgeon performs seeming miracles. Harold 
20. 


Huth, Join Barry, Frank Lawton. ™ -nins. Rel. Jan. 2? 
Pack Up Your Troubles. Laurel and Hardy full length military c 
Geo. Ma shall and Raymond Carey. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Sept at: a: 
Oct. 4. ; . ° 
Payment Def:rred. Murder story from the play of that title with Chas. 


Laughto. ‘n his original role, 
Dir. Lot! 9¢ Mendez. Time, 80 mins. 


Prosperity. Post depression comedy with Marie Dress! rr an 
Dir. San Wood, Time, 87 mins. Rel. Nov. 12, My Bangg | a 


Rasputin and the Empress. The Russian overthrow and its cause. Joh 
Ethel ant Licnel Barrymore. Dir. Rich. Bolesl F how ta 
133 mins No release set. Rev. Dec. 27. - areny. Testenew tm, 
Red Dust. Jen Harlow and Clark Gable as a new team in a s - 
China. ) ‘ir. Victor Fleming. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 30. Rav Noes 
Rivets. John Gilbert as a skyscraper worker. Robert Armst &. ' 
Muriel Kirkland. Dir. Tod Browning. Rel. March 24. Pond, Ens Ceaaae, 
Secret of Madame Blanche, The. Based on Martin Brown's play 
Irene Dunne, Phillips Holmes. Dir. Chas. Brabin. 83 mins 
Rev. Feb. 7. ; 
Smilin’ Throug’. Remake of the Norma Talmadge silent and J: 
Norma * hearer, Leslie Howard, Frederic March, O. P. Heaste. Oo. rr f 
ney Fraiklin. Time, 96 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Son-Daughter, The. From the play by David Belasco. Helen Hayes 
Novarro, Lewis Stone, Warner Oland. Dir. Clarence Ral it oe 
Rel. Dec 23. Rev. Jan. (3. ‘ 
Strange Interlude. The famous O'Neill play. Norma Shearer, Clark Gab 
Dir. Robert Z. Leonard. Time, 110 mins. Dec. 30. Rev. ‘Sept. 6. _ 
Today We Live. An English girl ambulance-driver during the war. 
Crawford, Gary Cooper. Dir. Howard Hawks. Rel. March 3 
What! No Beer? Buster Keaton and Jimmy Durante in the beer racket 
Phyllis Barry, Roscoe Ates, John Miljan. Dir. Edward Roderwiele. “Rel. 
Feb. 10. Rev. Feb. 14. 


What Women Give. Picturization of the Broadway play, ‘Men Must Fight.’ 


Maureen O'Sullivan, 


Dore th > 
Rel. Oct. 8. thy g eteewen. 


Rev. Nov. 15 


‘The Lady.’ 
tel. Feb. 3. 


Joan 


oO. 


The war problem in 1940. Diana Wynyard, Philli Hol Lewi 
Stone. Dir. Edgar Selwyn. Rel. March 10. - —— — 
White Sister The. Based on the famous F. Marion Crawford novel. Helen 


Hayes, Clark Gable. Dir. Victor Fleming. Rel. Feb, & 


Whietting in the Dark. Adapted from the Broadway stage success, in which 
a famous mystery writer is kidnapped and forced to plan a murder 
himself. Ernest Truex, Una Merkel, Jean Hersholt. Dir. Elliot Nugent. 
Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. Jan. 31. 
Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd. Office: 723 Seventh Ave. 
Hollywood, Cal. Monogram New York, N.Y. 
Diamond Trail. Western. Rex Bell. Dir. Harry Fraser. Rel. Dec. 30. 


Pightion Champ, The. Western. Arletta Duncan. Dir. J. P. 


Bob Steele, 
arthy. Time, 64 mins. 5. 


Rel. Dec. 1 


Qint from Calgary, The. Girl cowboy comes east to stage triumphs. Fifi 
Pp Oreay. Paul Kelly. Dir. Phil hitman. Time, 64 mine. Rel. Sept. 24. 
ev. Nov. 


Quilty or Not Guilty? Betty Compson, Claudia Dell. Dir. Albert Ray. 67 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 15. 


Kiondike. Physician who fails in a major operation makes a comeback. Frank 
Hawks, Thelma Todd, H. B. Waltbal. Dir. Lyle Talbot. Time, 65 mins. 
Rel. Aug. 30. Rev. Sept. 27. 

hucky Larrigan. Western, Rex Bell, Helen Foster. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 
Rel. Dec. 10. 

My Mother. From Peter B. Kyne’s ‘The Just Judge.’ Western story of a 
woman who runs @ gambling resort. Pauline Frederick, Claire Wind- 
sor, Theo. Von Eltz. Dir. Phil. Rosen. 67 mins, Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. 


Feb. 21. (Originally titled ‘Self Defense’). 
Strange Adventure. Regis Toomey, June Clyde. Dir. Phil Whitman and 
Hampton Del Ruth. 60 mins. Rel, Feb. 14. Rev. Feb, 14. 


Ginger Rogers, 


Thirteenth Guest, The. Mystery play by author of ‘Scarface.’ 
Time, 65 mins. 


Lyle Talbot, J. Farrell McDonald. Dir. Alfred Ray. 
Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Sept. 6 (Chadwick.) 
Western Limited, The. Mystery aboard a_ transcontinental 


train. Estelle 


Taylor, Edmund Burns, Gertrude Astor, Crauford Kent. Dir. Christy 
Cabanne,. Time, mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Oct. 19. 

Young Blood. Western. Bob Steele. Story by Wellyn Totman. Dir. Phil 
Rosen. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Jan. 24. 


Offices: 150! Broadway, 


Studios: 5851 Maratnon St., 
New York, N. Y. 


Hollywood, Calif. Paramount 


Stuart Erwin, 


Big Broadcast, The. Broadcasting story with many air stars. 
Rel. 


King Crosby, Leila Hyams Dir. Frank Tuttle. Time, 80 mins. 
Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Billion Dollar Scandal. Based on the Teapot Dome investigation. Robt. Arm- 
strong, Constance Cummings, Olga Baclanova. Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 
76 mins. Rel. Jan. 6 Rev. Jan. 1¢. 

Blonde Venus. Story of a stage woman's efforts to retain her child. Marlene 
Dietrich, Herbert Marshall, Dickey Moore. Dir. Jos. Von Sternberg. 
Time, 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Grime of the Century, The. From the European stage play of same title. 
Jean Hersholt, Frances Dee, Wynne Gibson, David Landau. Dir. Wm. 
Beaudine. Rel. Feb, 24. Rev. Feb. 21. 

Dead Reckoning. ©viginal sea story by Robt. Presnell of a Fiying Dutchman 
of today. Shirley Gray, Chas. Ruggles, John Halliday, Verree Teasdale. 
Dir. Paul Sloane. Rel, Mar. 24 

Devil ts Driving, The. Wynne Gibson, 
Stoloff. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Evenings for Saie. Viennese nobleman becomes a gigolo. 
Sari Maritza, Chas. Ruggles. Dir. Stuart Walker. Time, 61 mins. 
Nov. 11. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Farewell tc Arms. Hemmingway’s novei of war on the Italian front 
Hayes, Gary Cooper, Adolphe Menjou. Dir. Frank Borzage. 
Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Dec. 13. 

From Heil to Heaven. Romance story based on play by Lawrence Hazard, 
with a race-track slant. Not a racing drama. Carole Lombard, Jack 
Oakie. Dir. rile Kenton. 


Rel. Feb. 24, 
He Learned About Women. Comedy drama. _ 
worth. Dir. Lloyd Corrigan. ‘Time, 67 mins. 
Hello, Everybod,. Original radio story by Fannie Hurst. 
dolf Scott, Sally Blane. 


Dir. Seiter. Rel, Feb. 17. 
Hot Saturday. ‘iossip in a small town. Nancy Carroll. 
72 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev 


Nov. 8 
MW I Had a Million. How various persons would react to an inheritance. Gary 
Cooper, Geo 


Raft, Wynne Gibson, Chas. Laughton, Jack Cakie and many 
others, each in a single sequence, 


Edmund Lowe, Dickie Moore. Dir. 
Herbert Marshall, 


Rel. 


Helen 
90 mins. 


Stuart Erwin, 
Rel. Nov. 4 

Kate Smith, Ran- 
tev. Jan, 31. 


Dir. W. Seiter. Time, 


Allison Skip- 


Directional sequences by various di- 
Rev. Dec. 6. 


rectors. Time, 85 mins. Rei. Nov. 

Island of Lost Souls. Novelty story. Chas, Laughton, Richard Arlen, Leila 
Hyams. Dir. Chas. Kenton. December special. Rev. Jan. 17. 

King of the Jungle. Novelty story. Buster Crabbe, Frances Dee. Dirs. Hum- 


Jan, special release. 


Story by Nina Wilcox Putnam. 
Geo. Barbier, Sari Maritza, 


berstone- Marcin. 


Lady’s Profession, A. 
querading as riding master, 


Speakeasy prop. mas- 
Dir. Norman 


MacLeod. Rel. Mar. 3. 
Lily Christine. British made. Corinne Griffith, Colin Clive. Time, 59 mins. 
Rel. July. Rev. Sept. 20. 


Luxury Liner. From the novel by Gina Kaus. Grand Hotel on shipboard. 
Geo. Brent, Zita Johann, Alice White, Verree Teasdale, Dir. by Lothar 
Mendez under B. P. Schulberg. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb. 7. 

Madame Butterfly. From the opera. Sylvia Sidney, Cary Grant, Chas. Ruggles. 
Dir. Gearing. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Madison Square. Sporting story. Jack Oakie, Marian Nixon, Thos. Meighan. 
Dir. Harry J. Brown. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Movie Crazy. Harold Lloyd breaks into pictures. Constance Cummings. Dir. 
Clarence Bruckman. Time, 96 tmnins. Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 20. 

Murders in the Zoo. Original by Philip Wylie and Seton I. Miller. Drama 
largely held to a zoological garden. Chas. Ruggles, Lionel Atwill, Gall 
Patrick. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Rel, Mar. 17. 

Mysterious Rider. Western. Kent Taylor. Dir. Allen. Rel. Jan. 27. 

Night After Night. Humor in the night clubs. Mae West, Geo. Raft, Con- 
stance Cummings, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Archie Mayo. Time, 70 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 14. Rev. Nov. 1 

Night of June 13, The. The neighbors react to a murder suspicion. Clive 
Brook, Lila Lee, Chas. Ruggles. Dir. Stephen Roberts. Time, 76 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 20. 

Ne Man of Her Own. From the novel ‘No Bed of Her Own.’ 
Carole Lombard, Dorothy Mackaill. Dir, Wesley Ruggles. 


special. Rev. Jan. 3. ‘a os ii 
Phantom President. Political story of a presidential double. George M. an, 
Jimmy Durante, Claudette ibert. Time, 77 mins. Rei. t 7% Rev. 


Oct. 4. 
Pick Up. (Schulberg.) A girl of the people and a service meee sheik. Syivia 
70,000 Witnesses. Phillips 


Sidney, Geo. Raft. Dir. Marion Gering. 

Murder on the football! field. Hol Dorota&: 
Jordan. Chas. Ruggles, Johnny Mack Brown, Lew Cody. Bee. Ralph 
Murphy. Time, 69 mins. Rel Sept. 2. Rev. Sept. 6. 


Clark Gable, 
December 


Undercover Man. 
roll. Dir. Jas. Flood. 


Woman Accused, The. 


Carroll, Cary Grant, 


Lucky Girl. 
gene O'Sullivan. 


Heather Angel. 


Blame the Woman. 
as a pair of crooks. 


Devil’s Playground, The. 


Virgins of Bali. 


Voodoo. Travel. 


With Williamson Beneat 
Jan. 1. Rev. Nov. 


Studios: Hollywood, 
Calif. 


Come On, Danger. 
Hill. 


Studios: Hollywood, 
Calif. 


4ge of Consent, The. 
ard Cromwell. 
Rev. Sept. 6 
Animal Kingdom, The. 
and mistress. 
Griffith. 90 mins. 
Bill of Divorcement, A. 
John Barrymore, 
Time, 69 mins. Rel. 
Joel McCrea. Dir. 
Sept. 13. 


Conquerors, The. 
Rich. 
84 mins. Rel. 


Goldie Gets Along. 


Hell’s Highway. 
Dir. Rowland Brown. 


Hold ’'Em Jail. 


Little Orphan Annie. 
Dir. John Robertson, 


Lucky Devils. Original. 


3. Rev. Feb. 21. 


Men of America. 
Time 57 mins. 
Monkey’s Paw, The. 
Aubrey Smith, Ivan 
mins. Rel. Jan. 13 


Rel. 


McCrea, 


sport. Joel 
Rel. 


Time, 63 mins. 


No Other Woman. 
the mire. 
Rel. Jan. 6. 


son of murder. Hele 


Penguin Pool Murder, 


Archainbaud. 


Katherine Morley. 
Rev. Oct. 18 


Rockatye. 
Dir. Geo. Cukor. 


Gregory Ratoff. 
Rev. Dec. 13. 


Sport Parade. 
Dir. Dudiey Murphy. 
Strange Justice. 
Reginald Denny. 


Dir. G. Von Bolvary. 


Thirteen Women. 
Ricardo Cortez 
Rel. Sept. 16. 


Topaze. 


Feb. 17. Rev. Feb. 14 


Cynara. 


Hallelujah, I’m a Bum. 


Perfect Understanding. 
Dir. Cyrli Gardner. 


Rain. 
Wm. Gargan. 





She Done Him Wrong. Paraphrase of ‘Diamond Lil.’ 


Secret service bests the gangsters. 


Musical comedy farce. 
Time, 


Travelogue of the island of Bali. 
Sept. 15. Rev. Dec. 13. 

Voodoo ceremonies in Haiti produced by Sergeant Wirkus, 
‘White King of LaGonave.’ 
h the Sea. Underwater exploration. 60 mins. Rel 


ave 


Time, 54 mins. 


Leslie Howard, Ann Harding, Myrna Loy. 
Rel. Dec. 23. 
Story of a shell-shocked war vet. 
Billie Burke, 


Bird of Paradise, A. Famous stage play of the South Seas. 
King Vidor. 


Dix, Ann Harding, Edna May Oliver. 
Nov. 18. 
Movie-struck girl who works the beauty contest racket. 


Lili Damita, Chas. Morton, Sam Hardy, Rel. Jan. 27. 


The horrors of a convict camp. 


Dir. Norman Taurog. 
Based on the cartoon. 


Glorifying the picture stunt men. 
Gargan, Dorothy Wilson. 


Most Dangerous Game, The. 


Irene Dunn, Chas. Bickford. 
Rev. Jan. 31 
Past of Mary Holmes, The. Destitute opera singer unwittingly accuses her 
Skeets Gallagher. Dir. 
Harlan Thompson, Slavo Vorkapich. | 
The. 
Clark, Robt. Armstrong, Edna Mae Oliver, James Gleason. 
69 mins. 
Phantom of Crestwood, bh 
ir. 


Sentimental mother-love story. 
Time, 70 mins. 


Secrets of the French Pemee. 
dir. 


Novelty story. 
Oddities of the criminal code. 


Dir. 
Theft of the Mona Lisa, The. 


Philip Merivale stage hit 
Barry. Dir. King Vidor. 
Al Jolson introduces 


Jolson, Madge Evans, Harry Langdon, Frank Morgan, Chester Conk- 
Rev. Feb, 14. 


Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. Rev. Dec. 


Under the Tonto Rim. From the Zane Grey story. Stuart Erwin, Verna 
Hillie, Ray Hatton. Dir. Henry Hathaway. Rel. Mar. 24. 

Wild Horse Mesa. Zane Grey's story. Rudolph Scott, Sally Blane, Fred 
egg 1 Dir. Henry Hathaway. Time, 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. 
an. 17. 


From the story in ‘Liberty’ by ten well-known authors. 
Girl accused of murder with action chiefly on a pleasure cruise. 
F 


John Halliday. Dir. Paul Sloan. tel. 


Powers Aang - 


Gene Gerrard, Molly Lamont. 


69 mins. Rel. Sept. 


Man Who Won, The. Story of a wastrel who makes good. Henry Kendall, 
Time, 70 mins. 


Dir. Norman Walker. 


Principal 


British made with Adolphe Menjou and Claude Allister 
Rel, Oct. 1. 


Dir. Fred Niblo. Time, 74 mins. 
George Vanderbilt's expeditionary film. 


Humorous treatment of Sumatran customs. 


Rel. Jan 1. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Jungle Gigilo. Travel. 
Rel. Feb. 165. 


4 reels. Rel. Feb. 15. 


R.K.O. Pathe 


Western. Tom Keene, J. Hayden, Roscoe Ates. 


Rel, Sept. 23. 


R.K.O. Radio 


Love and trouble for a co-ed. Dorothy Wilson 
Dir. Gregory La Cava. 


Time, 63 mins. 


Th I ould not distinguish between his wife 
tsoward, Anr 2 Dir. Edw. H. 


Rev. Jan. 3. 


Katherine Hepburn. 
Sept. 30. Rev. Oct, 4. 


Time, 82 mins. Rel. 


Rev. Nov. 22. 


88 mins. 


Time, 62 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. 


Rel. Sept. 2. 
Mitzi Green. 


Time, 66 mins. 
Ed. 


Time, 61 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 


Dir. Merian C. Cooper. 70 mins. 


Dir. 
Dec. 9 


W. W. Jacobs mystery story of a hoodooed charm. C. 


Simpson, Louise Carter. Dir. Wesley R 


Banks. Dir. E. 


Fay Wray, Leslie 
Sept. 9. Rev. Nov. 22 


Dir. J. Walter Ruben 


Eric Linden, 
Rel, Jan. 20 


Stuart Palmer's novel; 


n MacKellar, 


Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 27. 


Mystery at a week-end party. 
J. W. Ruben. Time, 77 mins. 


Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Dec. 6 


Foreign mystery. Gwill Andre, Fran 
Ed. Sutherland. Time, 58 mins. Re 


Marian Marsh, 
Nov. 11. Rev. De 


Mae Marsh, Norm 
Time, 64 mins. 


Willy Forst, Trude 


McCrea, 
Rel. 


Joel 
Time. 65 mins. 


V. C. Schertzinger. 


Foreign made. 


Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 21. 


Dir. G. Archainbaud. Time, 


lay of that title by Marcel Prevost. 


From the stage p 
of an innocent who gets wise to the way of municipal graft. John Barry- 
more, Myrna Loy, Albert Conti. Dir. Harry D’Arrast. 80 mins. Rel. 


United Artists 


Ronald Colman, 
Time, 79 mins, Rel. Dec. 28. Rev. J 


the new ‘rhythmic 


80 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 


Laurence Olivier, Genevieve Tobin, Sir Nigel Playfair, John Halliday. 
84 mins, Rel Feb. 232. 
Jeanne Eagies’ famous stage hit. Joan Crawford, Walter Huston. 
Time, 93 mins. 


Rel, Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 18. 
(Continued on page 41) 


Geo. Raft, Nancy Car- 


Offices: 723 Seventh Ave., 


Rel. Sept. 


Offices: 11 West 42d St., 
New York, N. Y. 


Time, 43 mins. 


Office: 1560 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Offices: 1560 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Rel. 


murder mystery. 


Ricardo C 
tel. 


Constance Bennett, Joel 


Wm. 


Rel, 


Rev. Sept. 15 


From Tiffany Thayer's story of the power of suggestion. 
Irene Dunne. 


Rev. Oct. 18 
French story 


Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


Kay Francis, 


Mae West, Cary Grant, | 


aan Beery, Owen Moore. Dir. Lowell Sherman. Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. | 

eb, 14, 

Siga of the Cross, The. Spectacular version of Wilson Barrett’s play of 
Roman persecution of the Christians. Claudette Colbert, Fredric March, 
Elissa Landi, Chas. Laughton. Dir. Cecil B. De Mille. 99 mins. Regu- 
lar release Feb. 10. tev. Dec. 6. 

Strictly Personal. (Rogers.) Original by Wilson Mizner and Robt. T. Shan 
non on the matrimonial agency racket. Marjorie Rambeau, Eddie Quil- 
lan, Dorothy Jordan. Dir. Ralph Murphy. Rel. Mar. 19. 

Tonight Is Ours. Noel Coward's ‘The Queen Was in the Parlor.’ Claudett« 
Colbert, Frederic March, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Stuart Walker. Re! 
Jan, 13. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Trouble in Paradise. Cheating cheaters in Paris and Venice. Miriam Hop- | 
kins, Kay Francis, Herbert Marshall. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Time, 81 
mins. Rel. Oct. 21. Rev. Nov. 


6. 


Nancy 
eb. 17. 


ork, N. Y. 


Dir. Eu- 


15. 


54 mins. 
55 mins. 


Rel. 


Dir. Robt. 


+ 
‘a 


Aug. 5. 


Indie Theatre Chest 
To Combat Proposed 
Adverse Legislation 


Los Angeles, Feb 
Faced by the likelihood that 
of their membership will be forced 


= wy 


out of business if proposed drastic 
laws are enacted by the California 
state legislature, Southern Califor- 
nia indie exhibs have paved the 


way to create a small war chest, and 


to use individual and _ collective 
means to combat what they term 
pernicious legislation. 

Each member will be asked to 
contribute a few dollars towards 
the fund. Likewise, each exhib is 
urged to wbersonally contact the 
legislator from his district and to 


impress upon him the fact that fur- 
ther oppressive legislation against 
picture theatres will bring about 
complete ruin for many of them, 
with consequent loss of employment 
to hundreds of persons. 

Among the bills that have been 
dumped into the hopper, and likely 
to come up shortly after the legis- 
lature resumes (28), is a measure 
that, strictly interpreted, would re- 
quire two projectionists in a booth 
at all times, a law that would close 
any number cf the smaller houses. 
Another bit of threatened legisla- 
tion is a 10% tax on all admissions 
over nine cents, which would hit 
Virtually every theatre in the state; 
likewise, the proposed one and one- 
half cent per foot on all exposed 
film. 

Indies poiat out that with half 
their membership already on the 
border line of closing, and with 
quite a number losing heavily every 
week they remain open, the added 
oppression would sound the death- 
knell for all excepting the larger in- 
dependent hvuuses, and even these 





By Clemence Dane. 
Dir. Geo. Cukor. 


Dolores Del Rio. 
Aug. 


12, Rev. 


Cheyenne Kid, The. Tom Keene Western. Dir. Robert Hill. 56 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 20. 


A story of American depressions and their surmounting. 
Dir. Wm, Wellman. 


Time, 


Great Jasper, The. Novel by Fulton Oursler. Dix as a motorman who turns 
palmist. Rich. Dix, Wera Engels, Edna May Oliver. Dir. J, Walter 
Ruben. 83 mins. Rel. Mar, 3. Rev. Feb, 21. 

Half-Naked Truth, The. From Harry Reichenbach’s memoirs of a press 
agent. Lee Tracy, Lupe Velez, Eugene Palette. Dir. Gregory Le Cava. 
75 mins. Rel, Dec. 16. Rev. Jan. 3 


Richard Dix, Tom Brown. 
Rev. Sept. 27. 


Wheeler and Woolsey play football on the convict eleven. 
Rev. Aug. 23. 


Keennedy. 


Rev. Dec. 27 
Bill Boyd, Wm. 


Rel, Feb. 


Men Are Such Fools. Leo Carillo. Dir. Wm. Nigh. Time, 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. 


Bill Boyd, Dorothy Wilson, Chic Sale. Ralph Ince. 


uggies. 56 


Island recluse who hunts human beings for 
Schoedsack. 


Steel worker who rises to affluence and drags his wife into 


58 mins. 


Dir. Geo. 


ortez, 
Oct. 14. 


McCrea. 


k 
1. 


Morgan, 
Dec. 2. 


Gardan. 
c. 20. 


an Foster, 
Oct. 7. 


von Molo 


60 mins. 


Phyllis 
an. 3 


dialogue.’ 


Mae | 


would be fcrced to take on added 
hardships. 
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Minn. Deluxe Managers 
Now Operating Grinds 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 

Developments in the film industry 
have wrought queer changes here. 
Edward A. Furni, long manager of 
the St. Paul Paramount, ace house 
here and second largest and most 
important theatre of the Northwest 
Publix circuit, and formerly man- 
ager of the Orpheum here, has been 
appointed manager of the Palace, 
local third-run loop grind house 
just relinquished by Publix. Benz 
Realty Co. of St. Paul, owner of 
the property, is operating the house 
independently and employing Furni, 
The scale is a dime from opening to 
closing, putting the thetatre 
heavier opposition to two cther 
grind independent loop houses. Pan- 
tages charging 15c and the Sevenih 
St. 10¢c. and 20c. 

Eddie Ruben, former Publix divi« 
sion director for the Northwest, is 


i 


now lessee and operator of the Pan- 
tages, 15c grind third run leop 
house. Pan has been a big m 

maker ever since Ruben reopened it. 
In fact, along with the World, W. 
A. Steffes’ small foreign talicie 


house with its infinitesimal ‘nut,’ it 





is considered comparatively the 
most profitable theatre operation 
| here. 


Wife Sues F-WC Partner 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

After 20 years of married life, 
Stella Sinks filed suit against Earl 
Sinks, partner of Fox-West Coast 
in several Hollywood blvd. houses, 
Action, in Superior Court, is based 
on cruelty grounds. 

Property settlement was made 
prior to the suit. Ben Cohen repre<« 
sented the wife. 





K. C. Ops Yield 8 P.C. 


or 
27. 


Kansas City, Feb. 

After a series of conferences and 
counter propositions the Kansas 
City projectionists in Loew's Mid- 
land and the Mainstreet theatres, 
have settled their wage differences 
for the ensuing year. 

The operators in the two houses 
have accepted a contract dated Feb, 
1 and running until Sept. 1, 1933, 
with approximately an 8% reduction. 








lin. Dir. Lewis Milestone. 

Kid from Spain, The. Eddie Cantor masquerades as a bull fighter down in 
Mexico. Cantor, Lyda Roberti. Dir. cCarey. Time (roadshow), 
118 mins. Rel, Jan. 21. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Magic Night. Viennese operetta. Jack Buchanan. Dir. Herbert Wilcox. 
Time, 79 mins. Rel. Nov. 2. Rev. Nov. 8 

Mr. Robinson Crusoe. Adventures in the South Seas. Douglas Fairbanks, 
Maria Alba. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. 
Sept. 27. 

Swanson original laid in England. Gloria Swanson, 


Dir. 





| 


The negotiations were handled by 
Division Manager W. A. Finney, for 


Loews, and Mort Singer, repree 
sented the Mainstreet. 
The Newman, Paramount unit, 


whose contract with the operators 
does not expire until April 1, 1933, 
has been given to understand that 
the same scale will be granted. 

It is understood the saving to thy ; 
houses is about $25,000 a year. 
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Publix N. W. 


Readjustments 





Speeding Plans to Rid Circuit of Deadwood | 
Houses—Union Labor Cuts 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 
Publix here. with its principal 
Northwest ci cuit in receivership, is 
making speedy progress in divorcing 
itself from situations which it 


does 


not desire to retain under any plan | 


of reorgenization. Houses cast adrift 


have bcen unprofitable and are not} 
regarded as holding a great deal of | 


promise under chain operation. 
The Palace, Minneapolis loop 
grind third-run house, was the first 
to be turned back to its owners, the 
Benz Realty Co., which is operating 
it at a dime scale. W. A. Steffes 
is negotiating for the Empress, a 
neighborhood house here, and {t is 
expected that the deal will be closed 
within a few days. Steffes already 
operates tw? Minneapolis theatres. 
The Paramount theatre, Bismarck, 
N. D., was taken back by its owner, 
Fred Cubber'y of Minneapolis, and 
leased for one year to H. O. Mu- 
gridge and Claude Hanson, local 
independent distributors and exhib- 
itors. Oscar Woempner for the 
Willmar Amusement Co. is taking 
back from Publix the State and Ri- 


alto theatres, Willmar, Minn. The 
Rialto will remain closed. The 
Grand theatre, Northfield, Minn., 


has been turned back by Publix to 
its owner and former manager, E. 
V. Dilly, who will operate it inde- 
pendently. 

The Capital, Aberdeen, S. D., was 
closed by Publix and turned back 
to its local owner Feb. 17. On the 
following day Publix reopened the 
Orpheum, Aberdeen, S. D., which it 
also had under lease, installing the 
Capital policy there and appointing 
Abe Sarnoffsky, formerly at the 
Capital, as manager. 

Sharp Rent Drops 

In seeking readjustment of leases 
for houses which Publix is willing 
to retain, tne receivers are offering 
as little as 8% of grosses in place 
of a flat rental now called for. As 
far as can be learned, the propo- 
sition has been indignantly spurned 
in every instance by the landlords. 
Trouble is being experienced in re- 
adjusting these leases of the more 
desirable properties. 

A landlords’ protective committee 
formed here has employed Amos 
Deinare, prominent local attorney, 
as its counsel and is dealing with 
Publix as a unit. No agreements 
have been reached yet in contro- 
versies involving more than a dozen 
theatres, 

Publix also is endeavoring to re- 
adjust wages with its booth operat- 
ors. It claims that it is operating 





HOW TIMES CHANGE 


Religious Town of Nazareth Makes 
History With Sunday Shows 








Easton, Pa., Feb. 27. 


Times do change! 

Had the cwner of a theatre in 
Nazareth, a Moravian town of about 
15,000 population, six miles from 
Easton, the nerve to open his the- 
atre on a Surday a few years ago, 
he would probably have been chased 
out of town, for practically every- 
body in the town is a churchgoer 
and a good observer of the Sabbath. 

But the Broad St. theatre, one of 
the two picture houses in the town, 
decided to open its doors Sunday 
(26) for an evening performance, 
which started at 9 p. m. after 
church. There was some opposition 
to the opening by some ministers, 
but not enough to close the doors. 
The theatre will probably remain 
open on Sundays. 


Seattle Bombings 


Seattle, Feb. 27. 


Racketeers with stench and other 
bombs busy again, demolishing box- 
office front of State theatre, John 
Danz house, Sunday morning and 
throwing tear and stench bombs at 
Paramount Saturday night, necessi- 
tating refunds and hurting biz. 

Pickets also working at Para- 
mount due to recent booth cuts and 
hfring non-union operators. 











2 OKLA. INDIES IN RCVRSHIP 
Oklahoma City, Feb. 27. 

The Rex and Key theatres, We- 
woka, Okla., cwned and operated by 
the Wewoka Theatre Co., went into 
receivershiv, Lew Chatman  ap- 
pointed receiver. 

The theatres had been taken over 
by the Federal Trust Co. of Tulsa. 





territory. In line with efforts to re- 
establish the circuits on a self-sus- 
taining bas's, it seeks to allocate 
8% of the $14,000 loss to the operat- 
ors’ union. For the local here the 
Publix payroll amounts to $1,700 a 
week. Instead of assuming 8% loss 
and making a reduction equivalent 
to its coverage, the union has of- 
fered a 16 to 17% reduction. An- 
other hitch is the fact that Publix 





Waving a Flag 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

looking for another 
on its Sherlock 
‘A Study in 


KBS is 
hang 
Holmes picture, 
Scarlet.’ 

Figure the present one is too 
suggestive to managers with 


houses in the red. 


| title to 











Rochester’s Downtowners 
Cut Rate and Kill Nabes 





Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 27. 

Rochester nabes are temporarily 
demoralized by action of two down- 
town houses cutting prices to 25c 
top. Larger nabes have been get- 
ting that and the smaller ones 20c 
for single subsequent run film. The 
RKO Temple usually shows two 
features, one new and one a class 
second run, while the Regent shows 
single first run with occasional 
double features. 

Result is the patrons are passing 
up all but the topnotch shows in 
the neighborhoods and _ flocking 
downtown instead. 

Exhibitors met and refused to 
cut prices. See higher standard of 
shows as only out. According to 
present plans they will eliminate as 
far as possible ordinary program 
films and go for those that clicked 
in first run downtown. Idea is to 
build idea of ‘always a good show’ 
against the uncertainty of a first 
run film downtown. Further, they 
don’t expect the low rates down- 
town to continue, figuring those 
houses will go back to 35 cents or 
quit. 





Epidemic of Subsequent 
Double Bills in B’ham 


Birmingham, Feb. 27. 

The second run situation in the 
Ham is back again to double fea- 
tures this time, stronger than ever, 
it seems. Every second run house in 
town is now boosting dual bills and 
the highest price is 20c. 
The Rialto last week went back 
to doubles after several weeks of 
red ink with singles. Instead of the 
two-bit price the scale is 15 and 20. 
Discount tickets are also available. 
Competition is keen among the sec- 
onds and each house is trying to 
outdo the other. Too many second 
run theatres and not enough first 
runs is the result. Situation is so 
acute that the majority think only 
of second runs when they start to a 
show. 
With the first runs reducing their 
prices to 25 and 40, the seconds had 
to bring their prices down the line. 





wishes the readjustment to be re- 





at a weekly loss of $14,000 in this 


troactive. 


The result is a decided difference in 
weekly grosses. 


Reade to Self-Operate 
Mayfair; ‘M’ Probably In 


| Getting his theatre back through 
RKO’'s repudiation of the lease, 
Walter Reade will probably operate 
the house himself under a policy 
yet to be determined. Believed 
Reade might book ‘M,’ the German 
picture Joe Plunkett recently 
bought, into it. 

RKO gives up the Mayfair Thurs- 
day (2), with the entire staff out 
under a two weeks’ notice issued 
when closing date was decided. 
Harry Marx, who has been man- 
aging the house for RKO may join 
other interests in an important op- 
erating capacity or go into business 
himself. He was formerly direc- 
tor of theatre management for the 
entire Publix chain under Sam 
Katz. The Mayfair managerial job 
for Marx has been a filler-inner. 

Reade says he has not issued any 
instructions in the way of litiga- 
tion against RKO for breach of 
lease on Mayfair. Any steps in that 
direction would have to follow ef- 
forts to rent the house to another 
tenant. 








Indie Theatre Operation 
A Break to Pic Salesmen 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 


Throwing numerous theatres in 
the territory into independent op- 
peration will spell increased em- 
ployment for film salesmen, local 
exchanges say. While the changes 
have come too late in the selling 
season to make any immediate dif- 
ference, plans already are being 
formulated to augment the sales’ 
staffs, starting in May when the 
new selling season begins. 

Since the industry's financial 
troubles became acute, sales’ staffs 
of film exchanges here have been 
cut to the bone and much of the 
selling has been done through cor- 
respondence. One exchange, which 
normally employs six salesmen, 
trimmed its staff to three. This 
staff may be increased to 10 in the 
late spring. 

Local exchange managers declare 
the new order of things is putting 
new life into the industry. 


RKO Albany Shifts 


Albany, Feb. 27. 

Lou Golding, divisional supervisor 
of RKO Albany, was made manager 
of the RKO Palace here in place of 
Harry Black, who was returned to 
his former post as manager of the 
RKO Troy, N. Y. 

Arnold Rittenberg, former public- 
ity director in Albany and later sent 
to manage the Troy house, is to be 





== 


State Legislation 
Interfering with 
MPTOA Nat’! Plans 


Exhibitor leaders throughout the 
country are so occupied with state 
legislation that national organiza- 
tion activities are being postponed 
until late in the spring. This means 
that the MPTOA will not only not 
hold its election in March, but that 
its budget balancing will also be du- 
bious for some time. 

A minimum of $12,000 must be 
raised if the MPTOA is to continue 
to function. This is the budget 
when the president works without 
compensation. Usually at this time 
of the year the organization’s pay- 
roll is definitely assured. 

MPTOA organizers are unable to 
pick a successor to M. A. Lightman 





who insists that his resignation 
must be accepted. It is probable 
that in the event Lightman steps 


out at the expiration of his term in 
March, M. A. Comerford, first vice. 
president, will fill the vacancy teme 
porarily. 

Frank Walker is favorably re- 
garded for MPTOA leadership, but 
organizers feel that it is useless to 
put up his name because all of his 
energies are being devoted to the 
reclaiming of the Commerford cir- 
cuit. 








Columbia’s Intensive 
COD’ing of RKO in S.F, 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 
Columbia had its ‘Child of Mane 
hattan’ in RKO'’s Golden Gate last 
week. Exchange was under orders 
from New York to pick up distrib's 
Share of the take at end of each 
day. 

So promptly at a.m. Sunday 
morning, after the Saturday mide 
night matinee, one of the exchange 
employes was on deck, irrespective 
of a bankless Sunday ahead, a 
money making house and no place 
to hide the dough. 





Chi Ops. Trial Set 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 

After being relayed from one 
judge to another the suit of seven 
expelled members of the Motion 
Picture Operators’ Union was finally 
set for a full hearing next Thurse 
day (2) by Judge McCoorty in Sue 
perior court. For political reason@ 
case ig a ticklish one. 

In setting trial day Judge Mc- 
Coorty denied the motion for an 
injunction restraining Tom Maloy 
and other officials of the union and 








placed in some other position yet 
undecided, 


also denied a petition for receiver- 
ship. 
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BLONDIE JOHNSON 
(Continued from page 15) 


finish. The action is mostly shooting 
frays planted with no natural fol- 
jow-ups, and the situations are 
forced all the way. 

Starts off like one of those un- 
employment themes. Then it wan- 
ders into the racket line. The girl 
hooks a racketeer after she begins 
walking the streets and he falls for 
her. She hooks up with him and 

ets him to quit his boss for a 
racket of his own. 

Maybe so far not so bad, but after 
months of close and intimate asso- 
ciation, the boy friend suddenly 
perks to the blonde: 

‘Honey, do you live alone?’ 

The lad pops the question just 
that way after he and she have 
committed almost every sin in the 
calendar, including a couple of at- 
tempted murders. 

The film looks like a conglomera- 
tion of all gangster pictures. Ches- 
ter Morris does a pretty good job 
with the material he’s given to work 

yith. 

" There’s acrokoed lawyer to spring 
the crooks; there’s the stenog type 
as a musical comedy prima; a dumb 
Swede who says, ‘Aye tank aye bane 
go home,’ and a Chinese girl as the 
sweetheart of one of the muggs. 

The action doesn’t give custom- 
ers any cause to believe the Swede 
will speak, which makes his one 
crack a laugh surprise, but not a 
heavy one. Looks like a last-minute 
thought, this Swede chatter part. 

Picking a stenog type for a prima 
donna who's too tall for the part, or 
apparently so, is misleading. Ar- 
thur Vinton as the racketeer chief 
looks more like anything but. The 
whole story is implausible but mild 
entertainment for easily satisfied 
fans. Joan Blondell acts natural, 
which may be why her stuff don’t 
take. It’s too matter-of-fact, but 
that may be only an opinion. Shan, 


Dangerously Yours 


Fox production and release, co-featuring 
Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan and Her- 
bert Mundin. Directed by Frank Tuttle. 
Screen play, Horace Jackson, from story by 
Paul Hervey Fox; camera, John Seitz; 
sound, Albert W. Protzman. At the RKO 
Mayfair, N. Y., week Feb, 22, Running 
time, 74 mins. 


Ancrew Burke........ nebeann Warner Baxter 
Claire Robert®....seeeeee+..Miriam Jordan 
Grove...«+ eeeseecececees++- Herbert Mundin 
Jo “Horton,...... seeeeessesFlorence Eldridge 
Mrs, Lathem.........++...Florence Roberts 
George Carr.scseeeseees»Willlam Davidson 
Dr. Ryder..ceccccccccccsesees-Arthur Hoyt 
Gt cecees ececsocesececesoec ms ‘ha Auer 
Tandy Gregory..ceccccessesess Nella Walker 
Theodore Brill..scessceeseeess+sTyrell Davis 
TONY. cccccsccccecscccecccsessamund Burns 
WH MIUs 0 4h0ds bat 50scteeeedeseen Robert Greig 





For he was the gentleman crook 
and she was the lady detective. 
Seventy-four minutes later only one 
thing must eventuate, according to 
time-honored standards of such 
plot formulae, so write your own 
scenario. There’s some attempt at 
novelty, including a _ cheating- 
cheater angle, a shanghal-ing of the 
heroine, etc., but it proceeds pretty 
anuch along familiar lines, Certainly 
not for a Broadway first run; more 
for the nabes and fast headed for 
the double bills. 

Herbert Mundin is cast as the 
servitor-accomplice of Baxter, the 
gent Raffles; and Miriam Jordan, if 
nothing else, is a stunning looker. 
It’s never made clear how a lady de- 
tective from an insurance company 
and an adventurer of the Baxter 
genera happen to mix socially in 
that sort of company. 

long with the general ineptness 
of (ne entire structure is the sound 
recording, which muffled Miss Jor- 
dans voice badly in several se- 
quences, 

The crook-society angle pares this 
down to neighborhood standards 
and certainly not above the ‘B’ 
stands excepting only for exploita- 
tive or shortage-of-product wi 

Abel. 


SAILOR BE GOOD 


Jefferson produciion and Radio release. 
Features Jack Oakie and Vivienne Osborne. 
Directed by James Cruze. Screen play, 
Viola Shore and Ethel Doherty; dialog, 
Ralph Spence and Miss Shore; Chas. F. 
Schoenbaum, camera; Lodge Cunningham, 
found; Viola_ Lawrence, editor. At the 
Palace, N. Y¥., week Feb. 25. Running 
time 68 mina, 


Jonesy......- bie eaethiiencscuues Jack Oakie 
Red Dale......eseeeee++ee Vivienne Osborne 
Murphy...... osnessecnscss enn &, fae 
MMM. 6450004 eseccecesecss-Lincoin Stedman 
Hartigan....cecccsccesse»- Max Hoffman, Jr. 
Kay Whitney....seeee..+-Gertrude Michael 


Mr. Whitney......ee+++++-Huntley Gordon 
ey || ee ececocccceee Gertrude Sutton 
NN 6N 6544 00Kaxucnnusee Charles Coleman 


Two persons are credited with 
authoring this screen item. Prob- 
ably one to remember and the other 
to write it down; but there’s not 
enough originality to the plot to 
open a one-reel comedy. It may go 
Over with the small-town clientele, 
and might please in the rough city 
nabes, but on Broadway it’s wear- 
ing a straw hat and a linen duster. 

Opens with ‘the fleet’s in’ stuff. 
Oakie becomes interested in Vivi- 
enne Osborne, dancehall hostess, 
who tries to glue him to the wagon 
because he has to battle Max Hoff- 
man, Jr., for the championship of 
the fleet. To knit it up, she was 
Hoffman's girl the last time the 
fleet was in port. She tries too 
hard with the result that Oakie 
beats it out for a little relaxation 
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lana wakes up to find himself mar- 
ried to a society girl who appar- 
ently haunts the hangouts for pick- 
ups and likes this one well enough 
to marry him while he’s drunk. 

| It breaks Miss Osborne's heart, 
| but Oakie doesn’t blend into the so- 
cial picture, so he is tossed out via 
the divorce court, goes back to his 
first love and beats up the champ, 
in spite of his condition, when his 


trainers tell him his opponent hurt 
the girl. 

It's the old-fashioned way and 
not improved by its aging. Well di- 


rected and well played, but it takes 
plot to give even the best players a 
chance, It will get by where they 
are not particular, but it’s a filler 
even for those spots. 

Oakie is about as usual. with Miss 
Osborne overacting at times but 
generally looking great, thanks to 
fine lighting and careful make-up. 
George Stone has a chance now and 
then, and once or twice Hoffman 
looks in, but the others just stand 
around. Dialog is poor, with too 
much rowdy stuff in the opening to 
match the supposed heart interest 
appeal later, and the business isn’t 
too good. Photography is really the 
best point in the picture, Chic. 


MEN OF AMERICA 


RKO-Radio production and release: Di- 
rected by Ralph Ince: story by Humphrey 
Peargon and Henry McCarty; adapted by 
Samuel Ornitz and Jack Jungmeyer. At 
zoew's New York, N. Y., one day, Feb. 23. 
Running time, 55 mins. 

Jim Parker....eccee. 
Smokey Joe....esee+ 
Annabelle.. 


“~ 


Leer Trey 
-Charles (Chic) Sale 
«++.-Dorothy Wilson 






CUOETO. cc ccecee Ce ccccccceccoscces Ralph Ince 
Tony Garboni...........+...-Henry Armetta 
Myre. Garbonil.cccccccccccceces Inez Palange 
Postmistress,....+.5+ eocces Theresa Cenover 
Oley Jensen....eesseeees+-Alphonse Ethier 
SN Sn co 8 shin cesctedesedeccweses Ling 


Too slow getting under way, with 
most of the action congested at the 
end. ‘Men of America’ just rates 
the lesser subsequent runs. 

For the first-reel audiences who 
have seen Chic Sale in his chain- 
store feature will figure ‘Men of 
America’ a repeat under a different 
title. There is the same general 
store, post office, and Sale dispens- 
ing jokes. Yards of film project 
tideously in this store environment. 
All they do is talk. Then suddenly 
gansters infest the neighborhood 
with robbery. 

Suspicion rests on Bill Boyd as 
Jim Parker, the hero type familiar 
in every western. Ralph Ince plays 
the gangster chief as well as directs 
and overacts to the brim. Which is 
too bad, as Ince, when curbed, is a 
pretty fair performer. 

Apparently the censors figured the 
film so aimless during most of its 
footage that a reel of machine guns 
and gansters being popped. off 
couldn’t do any harm. Waly. 


MORGENROT 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Feb. 14. 


Ufa picture and release. Guenther Sta- 
penhorst production. Direction Gustav 
Ucicky. Manuscript by Gerhard Menzel, 
after an idea by E. von Spiegel. Photog- 
raphy, Carl Hoffmann, Sound, Herman 
Fritzsching. Settings, Robert Herlth and 
Walter Roehnig. Music, Herbert Windt. 
Recorded on Klangfilm. Cast: Rudolf 
Forster, Adele Sandrocx, Fritz Genschow, 
Camilla Spira, Paul Westermeier, Gerhart 
Bienert, Friedrich Gnass, Franz Niklisch. 
Hans Leibelt, Else Knott, Ed. v. Winter- 
stein. At Uft Palast am Zoo, Berlin, Run- 
ning time, 91 minutes. 

Before the local premiere of this 
nationalist’s film of Ufa, it was 
shown for the former Kaiser’s 
birthday in Doorn. At the Berlin 
first night the new Cabinet, with 
Hitler, Dr. Hugenberg and Papen, 
were present, and gave this picture 
‘its start. The picture was received 
with tremendous applause at its 
premiere, but it may not prove the 
expected money maker, even in Ger- 
many and Austria. Outside these 
countries the subject is likely only 
to meet with mild interest, due to 
the U-boat background in connec- 
tion with the war. 

No reproach may be directed to- 
ward the director, Gustav Ucicky, 
for he got out of the manuscript of 
Menzel whatever was possible. The 
plot is a small episode of the world 
war. Three boys in a little place 
near the German sea serve on one 
U-boat. After a short holiday they 
leave the little town, the whole 
population bids them farewell. 

The U-boat goes against an Eng- 
lish man-of-war transporting Brit- 
ish officers to Russia. The ship is 
sunk and their task is done, Home 
bound, they meet a U-boat chaser, 
and the U-boat jis wrecked, lying 
180 feet deep on the bottom. Ten 
men, including two officers of the 
crew, are still alive in one chamber. 
They have only eight safety devices 
to save their lives. Two men com- 
mit suicide for reasons of their own 
and the remaining eight save them- 
selves. They are taken on board by 
a fisher boat and get home winning 
only a short rest before they again 
are sent out to fight. 

Rudolf Forster, playing the lead, 
is the U-boat commander, playing 
with fine human feeling. Very im- 
| pressive in her sorrows is Adele 
Sandrock as a war mother who has | 
lost two sons. She pronounces a 
pacifistic monolog. Others of ae 











cast are first rate. 

Photography is good, sound gen-} 
erally satisfactory. Robert Herlth 
iand Walter Roehrig’s settings are | 
' splendid. 








SECRETS OF WU SIN 


Story of San Francisco’s China- 
town with full use made of the 
colorful backgrounds, but developed 
with little regard for suspense pos- 
sibilities. With better stress on the 
danger angle this might have 
climbed into the A division, but it 
fails to pass the borderline and is 
safest in the lesser houses, though 
it may be played up in a pinch for 
the Chinese angle, several Chinese 
players being employed. Nicely 
photographed and good sound. Not 
in the big money but should get 
some play if properly sold. 

Plot concerns a young authoress 
saved from suicide by a newspaper 
editor who gives her a position on 
his paper. She is told to make no 
effort to discover the guiding heads 
of a coolie running plot but be- 
comes mildly involved, though at 
no time is there any great sugges- 
tion of menace. It all runs too 
evenly to pull them cver to the 
edge of their seats. 

Much of the uction takes place in 
Chinatown, with some unusually 
good views, but it takes more than 
scenery to build up @ story. 

Lois Wilson does well as the girl 
reporter, but gets no particular op- 
portunity save in a couple of 
scenes, Grant Withers does nicely 
as the editor and Eddie Boland 
makes as much as he can of an ec- 
centric reporter. Dorothy Revier 
gets just a bit as a foil to Miss 
Wilson. Toshi Mori heads the Chi- 
nese faction with Tetsu Komai and 
Richard Loo important members. 
Former is perfunctory and the lat- 
ter barely gets by. That’s one of 
the handicaps. Possibly the pro- 
ducers felt afraid of the cast. 

Chic. 


THE MAN WHO WON 


(BRITISH MADE) 


keeps the action going. 


ture rather than saving up for the 
finish. Good photography and sound 


Batcheller production and Chesterfield re- | and able to hold its own for western 
lease. Features Lois Wilson. Story by | strongholds 
Basil Dickey, adapted by Wm. McGrath. |~ mm,; "Sige a a ee row 
Directed by Richard Thorpe. Mel Shyer, This is the stencil in which a 
asst. dir.: M. A. Anderson, camera: Pete| man is branded as an outlaw to ’ 
Clarke, sound. Cast: Lois Wilson, Grant] permit him to get in touch with } 
Withers, Dorothy Revier, Herbert War-| other ‘ is supposed class He 
wick, Toshi Mori, Eddie Boland, Teteu a - _ er eens ae 
Komai, Richard Loo, Luke Chan, Jimmie per orms the usua ang ipies ¢ 
Wang. At Loew's New York theatre,| valor and is squared by the local 
N. Y., one day, Feb. 21, on double bill. | sheriff just before the fadeout so 
yvwnning tim pags sin ° . 
Running time, 65 mins. he can grab the girl with audience 
approval. Helped here and there 


by the introduction of a polite Mex- 
ican 
comedy relief. 
handled 
Charles King 
heavy 
all work with vigor to background 


who supplies a_ real 
This part is nicely 
Chris Pin Martin. 
makes good on the 
and the others 


bandit 
by 
assignment 
the star. 

Chief advantage is the judicious 


placement of the riding, which 
Chic. 








KAISERW ALZER 


(‘Emperor’s Waltz’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Berlin, Feb. 14. 

Aafa production and Aafa release. Direc- 
tion Friedrich Zelnik. Manuscript by Al- 
fred Halm and Friedrich Zelnick. Music 
after motifs by Johann Strauss, Mil- 
loecker, Suppe, by Nico Dostai, Photog- 
raphy, Reimar Kunt. Settings, Franz 
Schroedter, Lyrics, Robert Gilbert. Re- 
corded on Tobis-Klangfilm. Cast: Martha 
Egzgerth, Willi Eichberger, Hansi Niese, 
wScoeke Szakall, Paul Hoerbiger, Fritz 
Kampers, Olly Gebauer. Running time 8 
minutes. At Primus-Palast, Berlin. Fried- 
rich Zelnik’s latest picture is a snappy and 
carefully worked musical comedy, which 
doubtless will be a good success within the 
Continental countries, 
The plot: An old Austrian aristo- 
crat takes a cure in Ischl. He takes 
along a girl whom he intends to 
marry. His son comes for a short 
holiday to dissuade him from that 
course. And he succeeds. Inci- 
dentally he gets to know Mizzi, the 
girl, who falls in love with him. 
Amusing types are woven into the 
story and farcical mixups occur. 

Big scene is a dance which takes 
place during military maneuvers, 
made into a capital spectacle, 

Friedrich Zelnik has made a big 
musical splurge with this picture. 
Score based on a charming waltz 
‘Heut macht die Welt Sonntag fuer 
mich.’ It becomes a new kind of 





British International production. Powers 
release. Adapted from novel, Mr. Bill the 
Conqueror, by Dion Titheridge. Directed by 
Norman Walker. Cast includes Henry 
Kendall, Heather Angel and Nora Swin- 
burne. At old Roxy, N. Y., week beginning 
Feb. 24. Running time, 72 minutes. 
William Norman...... +ee++.Henry Kendall 
Rosemary Lannick..........Heather Angel 
Diana Trenchard... -Nora Swinburne 
Dave Lannick..... e++-5am Livesey 
Deborah Turtle... +..-Iuis Tinsley 
Tom Turtle......+seeseeeees-Moore Mariott 










Perhaps the trade may be inter- 
ested in this film because among its 
cast is Heather Angel, but the sub- 
ject itself can’t stand alone and 
lacks appeal from an American au- 
dience standpoint. Looks like double 
feature material on this side. This 
film apparently is one which Powers 
received under his original BIP deal 
a year or more ago and has been on 
the shelf since, until the inability of 
the old Roxy to get any kind of 
product from the chain distribs 
forced it to pick up outside product. 
Same title but different story made 
by Vitagraph in 1919 with Harry 
Morey, Betty Blythe and Maurice 
Costello. Same goes for Fox in 1923 
with Dustin Farnum. 

Miss Heather is the English ac- 
tress who was imported recently by 
Fox. Miss Angel presents a pretty 
and sweet figure of the Janet Gay- 
nor type, but proves nothing out- 
standing in this particular picture. 
She very likely is more capable than 
this picture would make her seem, 

The film has to do with an un- 
sympathetic drama. A titled Brit- 
isher and wastrel attempts his own 
redemption by turning farmer on 
his own estate. A farm girl (Heather 
Angel) inspires him as against a 
more worldly promise held out to 
him by a rich girl of his own sta- 
tion. 

The farm girl’s father owns the 
adjoining land. When the peer 
turns farmer, he frustrates an am- 
bition on the part of the fathér to 
gain control of the adjoining land. 
This causes a feud that results in 
the old gentleman setting fire to his 
lordship’s crops. A confession fol- 
lows, after a fox hunt, and every- 
thing winds up happily. The hero 
apparently marries the farm girl. 

Fact that whatever little action 
there is in the film is photographed 
silently makes it appear that much 
of the subject may have been origi- 
nally made as a silent and the dia- 


ald Keith, Chas. King, Chris Martin, Jack 
Trent, Walter Shumway, Jack Rockaway, 
Tom London, Kermit Maynard. At Loew's 


New York theatre, N. Y., one day, Feb. 21, 





on double bill. Running time, 57 mins, 


sound picture, in which the dialog is 
blended into music and music dis- 
solves into dialog. The artistic sing- 
ing of Martha Eggert helps greatly. 

The new leading juvenile, Willi 
Hichberger, does not impress par- 
ticularly. Olly Gebauer, naive sou- 
brette, is a comedy asset. 

Sound excellent. Settings and 
photography satisfactory. 


Letting in the Sunshine 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, Feb. 16. 
British International production. Directed 
by Lupino Lane. Cast: Albert Burdon, 
Molly Lamont, Renee Gadd, Henry Molli- 
son, Ethel Warwick. Previewed Prince 
Edward theatre, London, Feb. 15, 





This story was written by An- 
thony Asquith and adapted for the 
screen by Con West and Herbert 
Sargent. It’s audience will finu ic. 
A low-comedy window cleaner has 
a musical comedy ingenue sweet- 
heart who is a serving maid. House 
where the maid is employed has 
been sublet to a band of crooks 
who plot to steal a necklace from 
the young heiress by turning out the 
lights during a fancy dress ball and 
substituting an imitation § string. 
Window cleaner and maid hear the 
plot, but do not notify the police. 
They go to the ball and foil the vil- 
lains. 

It may sound like a lot of tripe, 
and it is. 

Picture has as many knockabout, 
breakaway, vampire, pratfalls, terp- 
sichorean and mechanical stunts as 
can possibly be crowded into this 
much footage. But with a diminu- 
tive, mugging, low comedian pranc- 
ing, cavorting and dancing with an 
extremely pretty and shapely in- 
genue, ably supported by innumer- 
able feeders, there are s0 many 
laughs they can’t be counted. 

The West End may not think this 
one carries enough weight, but for 
provincial and neighbcrhood book- 


ing it has all the earmarks of suc- 
cess, 


Jolo. 


Eine Nacht Im Paradies 


CA Night in Paradise’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 
(With Songs) 
production. 


Lothar Stark-Ondra-~Lamac 
Kinematrade release in U. 8. Stare Anny 


Ondra. Directed by Carl Lamac; scenario, 


log added. This treatment doesn’t | Hang Bergmann and Joe Wilkins; music, 
help the film’s reception. Mare Relané; camera. Otte, a At 
The photography is fair enough, |‘ ropa, N, Y. unning time, ns. 
but some of the British diction is | Byeyne 0070000000001. Grete. Nataler 
hard to get even for Americans. Gerd Brenken............-Herman Thimmig 
Shan, Monika ..... 90006690000000e0000 Gas 

ae ae ae Boehnicke ....seeeee% ccccccese Oscar Sabo 
OUTLAW JUSTICE Silly and unimportant little Ger- 


man musical that may just about 


Majestic production and release. Stars . . 
Jack Hoxie. Story by ‘scott Darling, | get by in strictly German nabes. 
adapted by — a. ha gare by | It has nothing to hope for else- 
Armand Schaefer. ym. Nobel, camera. ’ a - 7 
Cast: Jack Hoxie, Dorothy Gulliver, Don- where, Anny Ondra, its star, has 


never meant anything on this side 
of the ocean, 

One of those complicated Cinder- 
ella yarns, with much back and 





Another Jack Hoxie story og 
Dorothy Gulliver as the girl and the 
usual western troupe. 
action and including some fist fights 
which are not altogether convinc- 
ing. Action runs through the pic- 





by too much reprising. 


forth intrigue that is stretched en- 
tirely too far, even if it weren’t thin 
in the first place. Neither acting, 


Plenty of; direction nor production calls for} 
! 


favorable comment. 
One rather catchy song is spoiled 
Kavf. 


| daughter. 


MARIE 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Feb. 18. 


Osso picture, Metropol Film release. Dk 
ected by Paul Fejos. Manusenir liona 
u P. Photography, Peverell Marley. 
‘ttings, Pimenoff Anna la § red At 
M t-Saal, Berlin. Running me, 8& 

u 

———— 

‘Marie’ was accepted at its rirst 
night with enthusiasm by the pube- 
iic and press. It may become &@ 
urprise success, such as ‘Moaedchen 
in Uniform.’ The most economical 
use of dialog facilitates internae- 
tional understanding. ‘1 will cere 
tainly make release of this picture 
easy abroad. 


Annabella, the star of the picture, 
is a revelation as the poor Hune- 
garian servant girl who is seduced 
by the sweetheart of her master’s 
When she admits she 
expects a child, she is dismissed, 
She wanders from house to house, 
from the village to the nearby town, 
Here she finally finds a job as wait- 
ress in a house of ill repute. How 
the arrival of the baby wakens 
motherly feelings among the girls 
in the house are artistic high spots, 
One Sunday Marie takes her child 
back to her village home, to the 
church there, and shows the baby 
child to the statue of the Madonna, 
Through her. prayer and her 
faith in the Madonna, Marie gets 
back her trust and belief in herself, 
When she returns to the town and 
the cafe, which has become her 
home now, the child is taken away 
from her by the authorities to be 
educated. This breaks her spirit. 

Marie leaves the house, wanders 
again from village to village, an out- 
cast never finding peace. 

She goes back to the church of 
her own village, and dies in front of 
the statue of the Madonna, the same 
Madonna who gave her back her 
belief in life and herself. 

As a relieving end Fejos shows 
scenes which remind very much of 
Gerhart Hauptmann’s play, ‘Hane 
nele’s Himmelfahrt’ (‘Hannele’s Ase 
cension’). Marie, who has died, ase 
cends to heaven. Here she cone 
tinues the work she did in life as 
servant girl; she sweeps the clouds 
with a golden broom. When after 
16 years she sees her own daughter 
in a summernight, standing at the 
very place where she stood oncg 
she pours water upon the earth KB 
starts raining, the lover disappeara 
her daughter is saved. 

Paul Fejos has made the old 
legend into an artistic masterpiece 
Annabella here proves herself ap 
actress of highest artistic quality 
Marley’s photography is excellent 
also L. Angyal’s music, underlying 
and intensely backgrounding the ene 
tire film. 





The Man from Toronto 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Feb. 16. 


A Gainsborough production, released 
through Gaumont British. Directed by Sine 
clair Hill. In cast: Jessie M-tthe-vs, Tred 


Kerr, Ian Hunter, Margaret Yarde, Lawe 
rence Hanray, Kenneth Kove. Length, 6,<« 
200 feet approx, Previewed Tivoli theatre, 
London, Feb. 12, 





‘The Man from Toronto’ was 9 
successful play some years ago. Kt 
was a comedy with a musical comee 
dy plot. Just the usual story of a 
young couple who have been left a 
million, provided they imarry, and, 
never having seen each other, both 
refuse. The lawyer brings them toe 
gether, but the girl pretends to be 
her own maid, and the young man 
falls for her as such. 

But that is the least part of M, 
The way it is done makes for exe 
ceptionally good comedy. Many of 
the scenes are bucolic and there isa 
cast of minor characters doing type 
bits with such excellence as chare 
acterized Hollywood productions for 
many years. Heretofore, this was 
one of the drawbacks about British 
pictures. It has been the custom 
in England to select a few princie 
pals of merit and then allot the 
minor roles to inferror players, 

Jessie Matthews is starred, but 
does not make the grade. She plays 
the role of the girl neatly enough, 
but without any outstanding talent 
or sex allure. Ian Hunter, as ale 
ways, is a fine specimen of mascue 
linity. But the one person who does 
more to make the picture is Fred 
Kerr as the lawyer. To see him 
get stewed in a village saloon play- 
ing darts with the country bumpe- 
kins for the drinks is alone worth 
the price of admission to the most 
expensive picture in the world. Proe 
duction throughout we'l up to the 
best standard. 

‘The Man From Toronto’ is br no 
means @ super, and probably was 
never intended as such. It can play 
the best houses in England and 
make good, and would be acceptable 
as a program feature in America, 
Jolo. 





Sullivan’s New Venture 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 2%, 
George W. ‘Pat’ Sullivan, for yearg 
manager of the Nittany and Cate 
haum theatres in State College, Pa, 
for Warner Bros., has resigned te 
£0 in business with Maurice Baum, 





from whom the properties were pure 
chased by Warners some time aga 

His successor has not yet bees 
named. 
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that packed them in at the RIVOLI, N. Y. - oe 
where"PERFECTUNDERSTANDING“OPENED 
‘to the BIGGEST ATTENDANCE IN 19 ) WEEKSI* CU 








: *We repeat: THE BIGGEST ATTENDANCE. IN 
19 WEEKS! And the Rivoli has played the best! 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 35) 





Offices: 730 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N, Y. 


crooked politics. 
Dir. Edw. L 


Universal City, 


tudlor 
om Calif. 


Universal 


Afraid, A Talk. From the stage play ‘Merry-Go-Round’ about 
Sric Linden, Sidney Fox, Tully Marshall, Louis Calhern. 


Cahn. 14 mins, Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Dec. 20. 
Ait Mail, The. Commercial flying thrill stor Pat O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy. 
Gloria Stuart, Slim Summerville. Dir. John Ford. Time, gh, ame. 
Nov. 3. Rev. Nov. 8 
tt American, The. Football story. Rich. Arlen, sey g Stuart. Dir. ] 
aA Mack. Time, 73 mins. Rel, Oct. 13; Rev. Oct. 14, r. Russell 
Destination Unknown. Adventure on a rum runner el in the Pacific. Pat 
O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, Betty Compson. Dir. Ray Garnett. Rel. Mar. 2. 


Fourth Horseman, The. Original story. Western with the ghost town basis. 


Tom Mix, Margaret Lindsay. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 57 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 29. Rev. Jan. 31, 

Laughter In Hell. Chain gang story. Pat O’Brien, Merna Kennedy. Dir. 
Edw. Cahn. 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Jan. 17, 

Mummy, The. Mystery thriller. Boris Karloff, Zita Johann, David Manners. 
Dir. Karl Freund. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Jan. 10. 

Hagens. Tropical drama. Tala Birell, Melvyn Douglas. Dir. E. L. Frank. | 
Rel, Jan. 26. Rev. Feb. 21. 

Okay America. Columnist story. Lew Ayres, Maureen O'Sullivan, Louis Cal- 
hern, Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 80 mins. Kel. Sept. 8. Rev. Sept. 13. 


A night of terror in an English country home. Boris Kar- 


Old Dark House. 
Dir. Jas. Whale. 


loff, Melvyn Douglas, Chas. Laughton, Gloria Stuart. 
Time, 70 mins, Rel. Oct. 20, Kev. Nov. 1. 
de a Lifetime. Hollywood satire from the stage play. 
Sidney Fox, Alice MacMahon. Dir. Russell Mack. Time, 90 mins. 
Sept. 22, Rev. Nov. 1. 
Naomi Judge, 


Terror Trail. Original. Tom Mix western. 
Ray Hatton. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. 55 mins. Rel. 


Feb. 14. 

They Just Had to Get Married. Matrimonial adventures of a newlyrich 
couple. Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Edw. Ludwig. 71 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Feb. 14. 


Jack Oakie, 


Once 
Rel. 


Arthur Rankin, 
Feb. 2. Rev. 


Offices: 321 W. 44th St, 


Studios: Burbank, 
New York, N. Y. 


oct, Warner Brothers 
Country boy comes to New York for thrilling experiences. 


Big City Blues. 
Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 68 mins. Rel. 


Joan Blondell, Eric Linden. 
Sept. 10. Rev. Sept. 18. 
Blessed Event. Columnist story. Lee Tracy, Mary snrian, Allen Jenkins. 

Roy Del Ruth. Time, 84 mins. Rel, Sept. 10. Rev. Sept. 6. 


Hard to Handle. Cagney as a high powered promoter. Cagney, Mary Brian. 
2 


Dir. 


Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 81 mins. Rel. Jan, 28. Rev. Feb. 
Haunted Gold. Search for gold In a haunted mine. John Wayne. Dir. Mack 
Wright. 00 mins. Rel. Dec, 17. Rev. Jan, 17. 


Paul 


From the story ‘I Am a Fugitive from a Chain Gang.’ 
Nov. 


1 Am a Fugitive. 
Time, 93 mins. Rel. 


Muni, Glenda Farrell, Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 

19. ev. Nov. 15 

Hiegal. British made story of a night club. British cast and director. 

61 mins. Rel. Aug. 6 Rev. Oct. 4. 

King’s Vacation, The. From a story by Ernest Pascal. 
out to visit his first wife. Geo. Arliss. Dir. John Adolfi. 


Time, 


The king takes time 
62 mins, Re). 


Feb. 28. Rev. Jan, 24. 

nanier Man. Inside story of the profession. William Powell, Joan Blondell. 
Dir. Wm, aoe 68 mins. Rel. Jan, 7. Rev. Jan. 3. 

One Way Passa Love develops for a prisoner. Kay Francis, ae Pow- 
ell. Dir, ay Garnett. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 22, Rev. Oct. 1 

Parachute Jumper, The. Two ex-marines and a girl who go tig Doug. 
Fairbanks, ir. Bette Davis. Dir. Alfred E, Green. 72 mins. Rel. 


Rev. Jan, 31. 

Ride Him, Cowboy. Western cowboy story. que Wayne. 
Time, 55 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Scarlet Dawn. Russian refugees in Constantinople. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., 
Nancy Carroll, Lilyan Tashman. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 58 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 12. ‘Rev. Nov. 8 

Successful Calamity, A. Merchant pretends poverty to check family’s ex- 
travagance. George Arliss, Mary Astor, Evalyn Knapp. Dir. John G. 
Adolfi. Time, 72 mins, Rel. Sept. 17. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Tweety Thousand Years in Sing Sing. Visualization of Warden Lawes’ book. 
mag Tracy, Bette Davis. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. 31. 

ev. Jan. 17. 


Two Against the World. 


Jan. 28. 
Dir. Fred Allen. 


Constance Bennett in a murder jam. Dir. Archie 


Mayo. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 3. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Wax Museum, The. Original. (Technicolor.) Mystery and thrills in a wax 
works. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 
76 mins, Rel. Feb, 18. Rev. Feb. 21. 


1501 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Conrad Nagel, 


World Wide °**' 


From Eugene O'Neill’s play ‘Recklessness.’ 
Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Rel. Jan. 29 
Conflict between the sheep men and cattle raisers. 
Dir. Forrest Sheldon, Time, 62 mins, Rel. 


Auction in Souls. 
Leila Hyams. 
Between Fighting Men. 
Ken Maynard, Ruth Hall. 
Oct. 16. Rev. Feb. 14. 
Breach of Promise. The ruin of a man’s career. 
Mary Doran. Dir. Paul Stein. Time, 67 mins. 
Nov. 22. 
Come On, Tarzan. 
Myrna Kennedy. 
Jan. 17, 
Crooked Circle, The. 
Pitts, James Gleason, Irene Purcell. 
70 mins, Rel, Sept. 26. Rev. Oct, 4. 


Death Kiss, The. A murder mystery with a motion picture studio wae 
r 


Chester Morris, May Clarke, 
Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. 


Ranch owner saves his horse from a gang. Ken Maynard, 
Dir. Alan James, Time, 64 mins, Rel. Sept. 11. Rev. 


Ben Lyon, ZaSu 


Mystery story with ample comedy. 
Time, 


Dr. H. Bruce Humberstone. 


ground. David Manners, Adrienne Ames, John Wray, Bela Lugosi. 
Edwin L. Marin. Rel, Dec. 26. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Drum Taps. A Boy Scout troup to the rescue of Ken Maynard. Ken May- 
nard, Junior Coughlin, Scout Troop 107 of Hollywood. Dir. J. P. Mce- 
Gowan, 61 mins. Rel. Jan. 29. 


Ranch manager fails to vanquish the hero. Ken Maynard, 


Dynamite Ranch. 
Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 69 mins. Rel. July 31. Rev. 


Ruth Hall, 
Dec, 27. 

False Faces. 
Lee, Peggy Shannon. 
Nov. 29. 


Doctor makes a racket of his profession. Lowell Sherman, Lila 
Dir. Sherman. Time, 83 mins, Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. 


Fargo Express. Straight-shooting sacrifice in the career of a cow country 
a gh Maynard, Helen Mack. Dir. Alan James. Time, 62 mins. 
el. Nov. 20. 


Hypnotized. Jam following a big sweepstakes win. Moran and Mack. Dir. 


Mack Sennett. Rel. Dec, 25. Rev. Jan, 17. 


Texas Buddies. Cowboy, veteran of the AEF, turns aviator to 
Bradbury. 


balk the vil- 
heme, 67 mins. 


lains. Bob Steele, Nancy Drexel. Dir. R. N, 
Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Those We Love. A woman’s understanding averts domestic tragedy. Mary 
Astor, Lilyan Tashman, Kenneth McKenna. Dir, Robt. Florey. Time, 


77 mins. Rel. 
Tombstone Canyon. 

his birth. Ken Maynard, Cecilia Parker. 
Trailing the Killer. Epic of the North Woods. 

Time, 64 mins. Rel. Dec, 4. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Uptown New York. Married happiness and a past. Jack Oakie, Shirley -- 
Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dec, 4, Rev. Dec, 13. 


Sept. 11. Rev. Sept. 20. 


Western, in which the hero tries to solve the mystery of 
Dir. Alan James. Rel. Dec. 26. 


Dir. Herman C. Raymaker. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


A mother borrowed from 
Jas. Murra, 
Jan. 3. Rev. 


Original. 
Evalyn Knapp, 
69 mins, Rel. 


(Hollywood Pro.) 
into tragedy. 
Hutchinson. 


Bachelor Mother, The. 
an old ladies’ home walks 
Margaret Seddon. Dir. Chas. 
Feb, 21, 


Btg Payoff, The. Barbara Kent, 


(Capital.) From a Peter B. Kyne story. 


J. Farrell MacDonala, Glen Tryon, Matt Moore. 71 mins. Rel. Jan. 16. 
Rev. Jan. 24. 

Big Town, The. (Invincible.) Vice crusade story. Lester Vail, Frances 
Dade. Dir. Arthur Hoerle. 57 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Face on the Bar Room Floor, The. (Invincible.) Temperance discussion. 


Dulcie Cooper, Bramweil Fletcher. Dir. Bert Bracken. Time, 65 mins. 


Rel. Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Footsteps In the Night. (Auten.) Mystery drama. Benita Hume. Dir. Mau- 


(Gontusy.) Expose of wild game hunting in Africa, 
. 26. Rev. Nov. 29. 


aecutiiien,.» Suggestive of ‘Skyscraper Souls.’ 


eee | Killer. 
ture. Rel. 


Manhattan based oy: 


With lec- | 


Romance 


in an office building. Mary Brian, Irene Rich, Jas. Hall. Dir. Frank 
Strayer. 62 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Racing Strain, The. (Irving-Maxim.) Original of the auto races with air 
stuff. Wally Reid, Jr. Dir. Jerome Storm. 58 mins. | 

Red-Haired Alibl, The. (Tower.) Gangster story. Merna Kennedy, Theo. 
Von a Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 21. Rev. | 
Oct. 

| Scarlet Week End. (Irving.) Murder at a house party. Dorothy Revier, 
nee, Ven Eltz. Dir. Willis Kent. Time, 58 mins. Rel. Oct. Rev 

ov. 1. 

Tex Takes a Holiday. (Argosy). All multi-color western of a mysterious 
stranger. Wallace gas Virginia Brown Faire. Dir. Alvin 
Nietz. 69 mins. Rev. Dec, 13 

Woman in Chains. (Auten.) Tragedy of a woman tied to an hypochondriac. 
Eng. cast. Dir. Basil Dean. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22. 

. oe 
Foreign Language Films 
(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 


year of releases.) 
(Most of these available with English titles.) 


A Nous la Liberte. (Auten) (French). Comedy drama. Henri Marchand, 
Raymond Cordy. Dir. Rene Clair. 93 mins. Rel. May. 

Alone (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Trauborg. 68 mins. Rel. May 24. 

Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansouci. (Capital) (German). Rococco musical 
comedy. Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir. Carl Froelich. 83 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 20. 

Brand In der Oper. (Capital) (German). Musical drama. Gustav Froelich. 
Dir. Carl Froelich. Rel. July 19. 

Broken Vow, The. (Capital) (Polish). From a novel. Krystyna Ankwicz, 
M. Cybulski. 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 


Rene Lefevre, 
Rev. Jan, 24. 


Dir. Soloviev. 


Cinq Gentleman Maudit (Protex) (French). Mystery drama. 
Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. 
Clown George (Russ.) (Amkino). A clown saves the nation. 
58 mins. Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Sept. 13. 
Coiffeur Pour Dames (Paramount) (French). 
80 mins, Rel. July 1. Rev. Nov. 8. 
Das Nachtigall Madel (Capital) (Ger). 
80 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 
Schoene Abenteuer (German) (Protex). Romantic comedy. Kaethe 
von Nagy. Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 83 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 13. 
David Golder (French) (Protex). prams. Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 
Der Ball (German) (Protex). Sanemie comedy. 
Thiele. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 9, 
Falsche Ehemann (German) FE at 


Fernand Gravey. 


Leo Lasky. 


Musical farce. 


Love in Hawaii. Dir. 


Das 


Dolly Haas. Dir. Wilhelm 


Farce. Dir. Johannes Guter. 


Der 


85 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. 
Der Falsche Feldmarschal. (Capital) (German). Military musical, Vlasta 
Burian. Dir. Carl Lamac, Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 12. 


Max Adalbert. Dir. 


Der Hauptmann von Kopenick (A-R) (Ger). Comedy. 
Richard Oswald. 96 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan, 24, 
Der Herr Burovorsteher. (Capital) (Ger). Felix Bressart, Herman Thimig. 


Rel. June 10 
Costume romance. Conrad Veidt, 
Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Dir. Urinov. 80 mins. 


Dir. Hans Behrendt. Time, 86 mins. 


Schwartze Hussar (Protex) (Ger.). 
Dir. Gerhard Lamprecht. 90 mins. 


Gury oF a Revolutionist (Russ.) (Amkino). 


Der 


Rel. June 
Rev. June 14 


Die Blumenfrau von Lindenau (German) (Protex). Comedy. Renate Muel- 
ler, Hansi Niese. Dir. Georg Jacoby. 70 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 12. 


Die Csikos Baroness. (Capital) (Ger. Hung). Musical comedy. Gret! Theimer, 
Paul Vincenti. Dir. Ernst Verebes. Time, 82 mins. Rel. April 1. 

Die Grosse Attraktion (A- “eg (Ger). Musical romance. Richard Tauber. 80 
mins. Rel. March 15. 


Die Lustigen Weiber von Wien. ‘Capital) (Ger). bt 4 Forst, Irene Elsinger. 


Dir. Geza von Bolvary. Time, 97 n.‘ns, Rel. July 1. 
Dienst Is Dienst. (New Era) (Ger). Musical. Fate Roberts, Lucie Eng- 
lische, Dir. Carl Bosse. Time, 84 mins. Rel. June 8. 


Eine Nacht in Paradies a” creas (Ger). Musical comedy. Anny Ondra. 


90 mins. Rel, Feb. 16. 

Eine Tuer Geht Auf. (Protex) (ter). Mystery thriller, Dir. Alfred Zeisler. 
68 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 7. 

Ein Prinz Verllebt Sich. pont an (Ger). Musical. Lien Deyers. Dir. 
Conrad Wiene. 75 mins. Rel. May. 

Ei Hombre Que Asesino (Paramount) (Spanish). Rosita Moreno, Ricardo 
Puga. 70 mins. Rel, April 15. 

Ein Walzer von Strauss. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Gustav Froelich. Dir. 
Conrad Weins. 89 mins. Rel. March 10. 

False Uniforms (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Lopashinski. 63 mins. Rel. Nov. 
18. Rev. Nov. 2 

Friederike (A-R) (Ger). Dramatic operetta based on Goethe’s life. Mady 
Christians. 90 mins. Rel. March 15. 


Musical comedy. Gitta Alpar, 
Rel. Oct. 4, 


Gustav Froeh- 


Gitta Entdeckt Ihr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). 
Gustav Froelich. Dir, Cari Froelich. 90 mins. 


Gloria. (German) (New Era). Transatlantic aviation drama. 
lich, Brigitte Helm. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Nov. 1 
Golden Mountain (Russian) (Amkino). Dir. Yutkevitch. 80 mins. Rel. April 
9. Rev. April 19. 
Holzapfel Weiss Alles (German) (Capital). Comedy. Felix Bressart. Dir. 
Viktor Janson. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 
Dir. Fed- 


House of Death (Russ.) (Amkino). 

79 mins. Rel. Aug. 12. 

Hurrah, Ein Junge. (Capital) (Ger). Farce. Max Adalbert, Ida Wuest, Lucie 
E nglish, Dir. Geo, Jacoby. 91 mins. " 

Hyppolit a Lakaj (International) (Hungarian). 
van. 77 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan. 17, 


Ich Will Nicht Wissen Wer Du Bist (Interworld) (Ger). 


Based on Dostoievsky’s life. 


erov. Rev. Aug. 16 


Rel. June 24 


Fast farce. Dir. Szekely Ist- 


Musical comedy. 


Dir. Geza von Bolvary. Liane Haid, Gustav Froehlich. 70 mins, Rel. 
Feb. 15. Rev. Feb. 21 

Ivan. (Amkino) (Russ.). Traneformation of peasants. Dir. Dovzhenko. 83 
mins. Rel. Feb. 1, 

Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Sensational drama. Alex Granach, 
Ernst Busch, Dir. G. W. Pabst. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 8 

Koenigin von Preussen. See ‘Luise’. 

La Couturlere de Luneville (Par) (French). Musical of woman’s love. 
Madeleine Renaud, Pierre Blanchar. 90 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Oct. 22. 


Le Bal (ranch) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 83 ming. 
Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Le Rol Des Resquilleurs (French) (Protex). Comedy with music. Milton. Dir. 
Georges Colombier. 90 mings. Kel. June 1. Rev. June 14, 

Liebe Ist Llebe (German) (Protex). Musical comedy. Kaethe von Nagy, Hans 
Albers. Dir. Paul Martin. 80 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. June 7. 


Ljubav I Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). Drama of Jife among N. Y. imigrants. 


Rakel Davidovic. Dir. Frank Melford. 60 mins. Rel, Dec. 15. 

Luise, Koenigin von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Historical. Henry 
Porten, Dir. Carl Froelich. Time, 92 mins. Rel. Oct. 4. 

Maedchen in Uniform (Filmchoice) (German). Poignant drama. Hertha 
Thiele, Dorothea Wiecke, Dir. Richard Froehlich. Rel. Jan. 10. Rev. 
Sept. 27. 

Man Sroush oe Geld. (Capital) (Ger). Musica) farce. Dir. Karl Boese. 
Re ov. 


Mein Leopold. Max Adalbert. 


“Capita (Ger). Musical. Gustav Froelich. 
Dir. Hans Sye 


off. Time, 9 mins. Rel. April 1 


Men and Jobs (Russian) (Amkino). An American engineer looks at Russia 
Dir. A. Macheret. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 


Mensch Ohne Namen (German) (Protex). Poignant drama. Werner Krauss. 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 95 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 15 
Miche (Paramount) (French). Musical comedy. Suzy Vernon, Robert Burnier, 
Dranem, 80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Dec. 6 
Mond Uber Morokko (Protex) (Ger). See Cing Gentlemen Maudit. 





rice Elvery. Time, 59 mins. Rel. Dec. 1 
Goona Goona. (First Div.) Love charms on the Island of Bali. 
Roosevelt, Armand Denis. Rel. Nov. 26. Rev. Sept. 20. 
Variety. (Capital.) Grand Hotel in an actors boarding house. 
Skelly, Olive Borden. Dir. Raymond Cannon. 71 mins. Rey. Jan. 10, 


Dir. Andree 


Hal | 


Hotel 


Moritz Macht Sein Glueck. (German) (Capital). Farce. Siegfried Arno. 85 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Namensheirat. (German) (FAF). Drama. Dir. Heinz Paul. 90 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

1914. (Capital) (Ger.) Prelude to the world war. Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. 1 | 

Oberst Redl. (Capital) (Ger). Spy thriller. Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir | 
Karl Anton. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 30. | 

Paris-Beguin (Protex) (Fr). Musical. Jane Marnac. Dir. Augusta Genina. | 
90 mins. Rel. Dec. 16. Rev, Jan. 17, | 

Pirl Mindent Tud (Arkay) (Hung.). Farce. Dir. Stephen Szckely. 75 mins. | 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Purpur und Waschblau. (Capital) (Ger). Dramatic comedy. Hansi Niese, |! 
Else Elster. Dir. Max Neufield. Time, $5 mins. Kel. July 30. 

; Cuando te Suicidas (Paramount) (Spanish). Musical. Argentina. # mins. 


tel. March 15. | 


«Continued on page 45) 


U. S.-Europe 
(Continued from page 3) 

film fare to make it forget. 
Fantasy, gavyety, light-hearted ro- 
mance blended with music. It 
avoids grim reality as intensely as 
|} it refuses pictures in which the 
characters suffer mental torments 
|} while surrounded with luxury, or 
leven enough to live on. 

The European picture’ public’s 
| present mood toleraies no Waimper- 
ling on the screen if the actors in 
the story have a place to slc®p and 
something to eat. Stories that still 
entertain America, because it has 
not yet felt the pinch of want as 
Germany knows it, are ridiculous to 
the German. He has sympathy only 
for real sorrow, but on the screen 
he seeks action, adventure, touched 
with fantasy—pictures as remote 
from his own troubles as he can 
find. 


Minimizes Stars 

With the exception of a few big 
names, Garbo, Dietrich, and per- 
haps soon Lilian Harvey, who were 
first stars in Europe, American stars 
mean as little to the Europeans as 
European stars mean to Americans, 
Stars are important in Europe, yes, 
says Mr. Pommer, but as star actors, 
not as in America, as star person- 
alities. The star system does not 
prevail in Europe with the ecstatic 
fervor it does here. 

Stars are built from publicity, and 
Europe does not take kindly to ex- 
travagant picture star exploitation. 
In its present mood, Europe resents 
publicity if it’s overdone. Europeans 
refuse to lap up details of the pri- 
vate lives of actors with the avidity 
they’re devoured in this country. 
They have other sorrows, the battle 
of existence to hold their attention. 

Many pictures have been killed by 
overdone publicity in Europe, says 
Mr. Pommer, because the European 
attitude holds that nothing can be 
that important, America is adver- 
tising; Europe has not yet suc- 
cumbed to the might of the printed 
word. The Continent asks only of 
an actor that he be a good actor, 
it cares nothing for his private life. 
With the public interested so little 
in his off-screen doings, a European 
star actor.is kept in his proper 
place, that of a favorite, not like in 
America, a national god. 

Story Comes First 

It is because of the Luropean 
sense of proportion, of the public’s 
primary interest in the story and 
secondly the cast, that Europe fails 
to bring its picture stars to the 
mighty eminence they receive in 
Hollywood. Dietrich, Garbo, were 
stars in Europe, but never the na- 
tional by-words they’ve become in 
America, Again the difference in 
the point of view. 

It is comparatively simple to de- 
velop stars here; it’s a question of 
grooming the personality to the 
nth degree, whereas in Europe ver- 
satility in acting a variety of roles 
supersedes the individual person- 
ality. The exaggerated, stunningly 
stylized costumes and make-ups 
that are an individual part of a 
woman star here, that are her per- 
sonal trade mark, would not be ac- 
ceptable for a European actress. 
Her audience would feel her ac- 
coutrements distract attention from 
her naturalness, her inner warmth 
and charm. European § actresses 
must stick to reality in their looks 
and costume; their clothes must be 
the clothes of real life. They must 
look like women, not posters. 

It is not expected of them, as it is 
in America, that they make of 
themselves easy-to-copy models in 
looks and dress for the flaps, for 
in Germany youngsters below 18 
years of age may not attend pic- 
tures save under special circum- 
stances. The standard of appeal for 
actors and actresses there are set 
by an adult audience, American 
girls would find German leading 
men most unromantic, for in Eu- 
rope youth does not prevail. 

These are but a few instances of 
the dissimilarity in European and 
American film tastes, sums up Mr, 
Pommer, differences too marked to 
be blanketed by one product for 
both continents. Better pictures 
than ever before are needed for 
both markets, and they can cover 








both markets only if they are re- 
made again in the country for 
which they are intended, with a 
cast familiar to that country. Mr. 
Pommer looks forward to German 
pictures for America remade in 
America, and vice versa, Both mar- 
kets must remember that their own 
names must help their draw. There 
can be international names unil- 
versally surefire only when the 
players learn to speak three lan- 
guages, or if those who already 
; know har. as Garbo and Dietrich 
do, are used for the foreign vere 
sions, too. 
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“| SWEAR | DIDN’T 
PULL THIS STUNT!” 


Head-lines all over 
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Ho-hum! It just happened to 
be released (thanks to those sly 
- <2 _— ar simultane- 

ee ous with the biggest front page 
BUSTER KEATON _ cewssmash of our generation! 
JIMMY DURANTE _ We don’t care who gets credit 


(Feothier than ever) for it. You'll get the cash! 
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Tuesday, February 28, 1933 


Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Bridge Clothes 
When ‘Grand Slam’ is all saidand 
for 


done, of course it is safe hus- 
bands to play bridge with their 
wives—if the wife is as pretty as 
Loretta Young. Too, they must 
love one another madly, and be tem- 
porarily separated because their 
love is so overwhelming it drives 
them to deranged jealousy. By ful- 


filling these few requirements, hus- 


bands and wives may play bridge 
together in security. They don't 
even have to play a system; their 


love will show them the way 

This is all made clear to the au- 
dience and to Miss Young—after she 
runs the gamut from het check girl 
to wife of a bridge expert, with its 


corresponding change from neat 
and becoming black frocks with 
flattering white collars to fancy 


draped and beaded costumes over- 
anxious in their frantic designing 
to indicate elegance. Bridge brings 
Miss Young a lot of clothes, but her 
concentration on the game permits 
her no time to choose them either 
wisely or well. Only once, and then 
only after she has not been playing 
bridge for some time, does she ap- 
pear in a costume which does some- 
thing kind for her. It is wide- 
striped crepe, simply cut and molded 
in diagonal lines, with a wide decol- 
letage softly hung with swags of the 
same material broadening Miss 
Young’s slim shoulders so that they 
achieve the current smart silhouette. 
Her evenning wraps are long and 
fitted at the waist, but their dis- 
tracted, indecisive use of fur defeats 
their groping to.-ard chic. 

Glenda Farrell doesn’t play bridge. 
She’s not quite bright enough for it, 
therefore her costumes are simple, 
pictorially stylized, as all good pic- 
ture clothes should be. Helen Vin- 
son, again, is devoted to bridge and 
bridge players, so her clothes, too, 


are riotous with detail. She’s not 
quite as good a player as Miss 
Young, however, so her clothes 


aren’t quite as fancy, just fancy 


enough to be dull. 


The Silver Lining 
Gloria Swanson, in ‘Perfect Un- 
derstanding,’ is convinced it’s a far 


cry, a very far cry indeed, from 
Hollywood to the Riviera. The 
Continental locations wherein her 


new picture was filmed, its English 
cast, its dead serious concern with 
the doings of the ‘haute monde,’ 
have intimidated her. She's allowed 
herself to be impressed by them, 
whereas picture stars should be im- 
pressed only by their own grandeur. 

Miss Swanson has long been a 
picture star, and picture stars are 
smart as anything right now. She 
had nothing to fear. She has it all 
over her new environment in last- 
gasp smartness simply because she 
is a picture star, but Miss Swanson 
doubted herself, doubted whether 
she was up to such high falutin’ 
surroundings, She wasn’t sure she 
could make it. Her quite unneces- 
sary doubt of her own worthiness, 
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her worry over whether she really 
belongs in such elegance, wher 
along she has it beaten to a frazzl 
all com« out in her work. 
In her Hollywood made p ires 
Miss Swanson could always be 
counted upon to wear clothes tha 


were dramatic, bold, vividly stylized 


for the screen even though they 
were a bit too-too in a drawine 
room. In ‘Perfect Understanding, 


she’s grown timid over her instince- 


tive awareness of what photographs | 


unforgettably. Perhaps that’s not 
strictly in good taste after all, she 


feels. So she substitutes costumes 
that doubtless were ever well 
bred on the set, and turn out ever 
so feeble on the screen. She used 
to wear dresses in materials chosen 
for their adaptability in furthering 


sO 


line. Now she wears vague chiffon 
whose intricate seaming is lost on 


the screen, white coats for airplan- 
ing, hats with brims twisted by deft 
modistes who, however, do not un- 
derstand camera angles. The fashion 
ideas that used to make Swanson 
pictures exciting adventures to the 


ladies have dwindled, in ‘Perfect 
Understanding,’ to the single sug- 


gestion that accessories should be 
made out of the same fabric that 
adorns the frock. None of her cos- 
tumes, save her princesse black 
evening dress set off around the 
heart-shaped decolletage with cir- 
cular folds of white organdy, have 
the courageous flair of her good old 
self-confident yore. 


The restraint ‘Perfect Under- 
standing’s’ imposed upon Miss 
Swanson is not without its good 


points, however. Genevieve Tobin, 
too, feels its spell. It’s rubbed some 
of the fervor off her archness. 


Cast to the Lions 


Lucky for Kaspa, the Lion Man, 
that it was Frances Dee’s apart- 
ment he crashed in 
Jungle.’ Poor wild creature, he 
needed so desperately sympathy and 
understanding, the gentle touch of 
a woman's hand, the _ soothing 
strains of ‘Chopsticks’ to calm his 
savage heart. Frances Dee was just 
the girl for him, and out of all the 


girls in San Francisco, it was 
straight to her that his instinct 


guided him. 

With wild animals all about, Miss 
Dee’s pleasantly sane personality 
tinges the doings with credibility. 
She is wholesome, kind, unaffected. 
She is supposed to be a _ school 
teacher and she could be; a teacher 
sure to have a desk groaning with 
nice red apples and nosegays. 

Nydia Westman, who plays Miss 
Dee’s room mate, herself gives cre- 
dence to the strange proceedings 
suddenly surrounding her by her 
quietly droll resourcefulness, She’s 
a natural comedienne with a pert 
face which can achieve prettiness 
too by a more careful and skilled 


make-up. 


Plug for San Quentin 

Once in every Barbara Stanwyck 
picture it has become the custom 
for Miss Stanwyck to blow up in a 
shattering emotional scene. ‘Ladies 
They Talk About’ respects tradition. 

Miss Stanwyck therefore suffers 
a continuous series of treacheries 
from practically everybody in the 
cast, so that when the time comes 
for her to do her stuff, she'll have 
gathered a goodly store of ammu- 
nition. Meanwhile, of course, she 
lets off little sparks along the way, 





INDEPENDENT PRODUCERS 


IT IS A KNOWN FACT 


THAT YOU, Independent Producer, are now credited with 
producing pictures which equal and ofttimes surpass the 
product of the major studios... 


IT IS A KNOWN FACT, TOO, 


That the advertising and publicizing of same to the ex- 
hibitor as well as the selling aids supplied to him are far 
from what your productions merit, and rightfully deserve 
. « . Consequently, you are not getting the maximum re- 


turns. 


LET’S FACE THE FACTS 


Keeping in mind the above situation, I place before you, 


my knowledge, 


experience 


accredited references as 


and 


the positive solution for making your pictures more protit 
able for yourself as well as the exhibitor. 


Write Box 110, Variety, New York City 





‘King of the 


 o cr URES _ 


but she takes proper care to save 
the full punch for the finish. She | 
permits the audience to suspect she 
has a temper right from the be- 
ginning, and then stuns them with 
What she can do when she's really 
many 

} s Stanwyck is a bad, bad girl 
in ‘Ladies They Talk About.’ She’ 
ent to San Quentin for it and 
meets a lot of other naughiy girls 
there, Lillian Roth, Dorothy Burgess, 
Maude Eburne, Cecil Cunningham. 
They're bad all right, but they've 
got mighty strong personalities. 

And San Quentin’s not such pun- 
ishment at that, more like a finish- 
ing school for young ladies. Eac! 
girl has her own room which she 
may decorate to suit her individual 
flair. Portable phonographs are 
allowed the pretties, Pekinese dogs 


if they like, plenty of cigarettes and 


; cigars, and though they must all 


| wear cotton dresses, in the privacy | 


}of their own rooms they may put 
jon black lace chemises and sheer 
| mesh stockings-the more pleasantly 
| to muse about their sweethearts. 
| Ruth Donnelly, the matron, is just 
like a house mother, only she has 
more sense. Helen Ware is no more 
strict than a Dean. The girls have 
their little feuds, but no worse than 
those at boarding school. Some- 
times the girls have to work in the 
prison laundry, which is really a 
post office with the letters concealed 
in the clothes they wash instead of 
in post boxes. Yet girls are just 
girls. Miss Stanwyck doesn’t like 
it there somehow. She looks very 
well during the time she spends at 
San Quentin. Her hair is always 
neatly waved and coiffed, her mike- 
up never neglected, but she doesn’t 
appreciate it. She just sulks and 


| 





me, ° 





What the W. D. Gun Moll Wears 


superiority of women in a 
world. 
She, 


plain going to pieces. 





how 


‘Blondie Johnson’ is further proof, 
if further proof is needed, of the 
man’s 
Before Joan Blondell took 
over the running of the gang, it was 
with 
her brisk, direct, clear-seeing ways, 
showed those muggs how to garner 
real jack, how to make big business 
to 


bump guys off with machine guns 


fae of petty racketeering, 


' 


and not get caught, that is, until 
the very end. 
|} this and yet remain. 
land pretty and alluring, so well- 
rounded are women when they de- 


cide to take over a man’s job. 


knows how to choose clothes for 
herself, nor do her ill-gotten gains 
check her taste. When she arrives 
in the big city to take on a career 
of crime, the youthful tailored vel- 
veteen dress she’s wearing with its 
polo shirt collar and merry little 
bow shows she’s going to get ahead. 
Success, and a slim black coat with 
a short cape scarf bound with white 
ermine and thrown rakishly across 
her shoulders. More costly, of 
course, but just as simple and be- 
coming. She’s a pleasantly curved 
blonde, she knows it, and doesn’t 
try to look interesting nor severely 
smart. Her hats sit gayly on the 
back of her head so that her dizzy 
blonde curls can show. Miss Blon- 
dell is too wise to interfere with any 
of the giddy manifestations of her 
type. She’s different than the others 
like her, but only because her brain 
functions, The passer-by is not 
supposed to notice that at first 
glance. 





Too Utterly Utter 
Constance Bennett flings herself 
into the hoity-toity snobsy-wobsy 
elegance of ‘Our Betters’ like the 
prodigal hot-footing it home. Here’s 
a role that says of her though once 
‘she was trusting and dewy with 
; good intentions, life has made her 
| relentless, clever, unscrupulous, tri- 
umphant. It’s an unsympathetic 
part, but Miss Bennett is always a 
| little unnatural in sympathetic roles. 
‘Somebody's got to show the younger 
| generation how to get on in the 
world, and Miss Bennett’s peerless 
at that. She plays the foresighted, 
arrogant Pearl with uncanny under- 
standing. She’s so sure in her 
characterization, she makes it prac- 
; tically an autobiography. 

‘Our Betters’ terribly smart, 
violently upper class. Insistently it 
it shrieks toniness, graduation from 
Hollywood aristocracy. Its 





is 


houses 


Miss Plondell does all 
very feminine 








| 





| 


have not only drawing rooms and 
boudoirs, they have libraries, with | 
books in them, too. Some of its 
rooms are Empire, some Georgian, 
it even has a Directoire foyer. Pos- 
itively nothing is modernistic, that’s 
how swell it is. Constance Ben- 
nett, Anita Louise, Phoebe Foster 
are presented at court and top any- 
body Their Majesty has seen, that’s 
how utterly ornamental they are. 
Miss Bennett wears a white Schi- 
aparelli suit with a three-quarter i 


} 
| 


ways be cool as cucumbers, Miriam 
| Jordan’s composure runs into judi- 


| 


pouts and wants to get even all the} 


Right from the start Miss Blondell 








characteriz 


! 
| 


the 
that’s 
bennett 


a dark crepe 


f 


to 
spring, 
it 1s, Miss 
lack pearls with 


stun 
how tf 
wears ropes of 


that’s how up in real 
ury she is. Every 


painsakinelh 


‘ isl\ 
ve in her richly exaggerated 
i ation. Foster and 
Anita Louise screen nicely, |} in 
with Miss Bennett and Miss 
Kemble-Cooper, their lack of fl 
too apparent, them 
well meaning, none 


} . 
bores, 


Phoebe 
rut 
a cast 
ilr 18 
as de 


the 


sets as 


but 


less, 


Cucumberish Miss Jordan 


Since lady detectives should al- 


cious casting in ‘Dangerously Yours.’ 
Here no one can accuse her of lack 
of warmth; she's only acting that 
way because she has to keep her 
wits about her. She speaks slowly, 
precisely, studiedly—because her 
mind is on other things. It may 
seem that she is trying to remember 


i|her lines, and just how to read them, 
| but really she is plotting the cap- 


ture of the thief all the while. The 
story says so, and to question any 
one, phase of ‘Dangerously Yours’ is 
to find the whole thing crashing on 
the fussy old quibbler’s head, 

Miss Jordar. looks quite as level 
headed as she acts, There is no 
nonsense about her in deed nor 
make-up. Her technically beautiful 
face is framed in a sensible, stiffly 
waved coiffure. Her hair and her 
emotions alike are held in check. 
She wears dresses neatly fitted 
about her excellent hip line, cos- 
tumes that proclaim themselves 
clearly as ‘sport dress,’ ‘dinner 
| dress,’ ‘dinner dress,’ ‘travelling cos- 
tume,’ as the necessity arises. They 
are righteously designed to fit the 
occasion rather than to unbend a 
little and express instead her in- 
dividuality. When Miss Jordan is 
captured and held prisoner on the 
hero-thief’'s yacht, when a chain 
with an anchor appended is at- 
tached to her ankie to insure her 
presence there, the unconventionality 
of the proceedings find her equipped 


with a white dinner dress, whose 
low V decolletage is framed with 
the appropriate suggestion of a 


sailor collar. The dress is amusing, 
but so is the situation. Miss Jordan 
keeps everything properly docketed, 
everything in its place. She is so 
pretty, however, she should really 
permit herself a little confusion, a 
little loosening of her so far in- 
flexible code. Her flawless camera 
face gives her full right. Maybe 
she is too bound, but she ought to 





try. 


Midget ‘Show Boat’ 
Helen Morgan’s in fine form 
again in the Capitol’s concentrate 
of ‘Show Boat.’ She’s 


satin dress with white frills and 
black maline ruffs at her throat and 
wrists, with the skirt drawn close 
about her slim hips and slit up the 
centre to do her excellent legs jus- 
tice—that it’s downright selfish of 
her to be ®n so briefly. The cur- 
rent version of 
a new cast that only goes through 
the motions of its inherent lusty 
melodrama—leaves it all 


Margaret Adams 
conscientiously, 


plays 


Ann Hawks; only Miss Morgan’s | 
Julie is self-composed, effortless, | 
and so, alive. ’ 

Some of the chorus costumes are | 
new—lovely pale pink satin old 
fashioned dresses whose period line 
is sacrificed to the necessity of | 
short skirts for dancing; some, alas, 





look old, very old—yellow chiffon 
frocks sprinkled with diamants, | 
supposedly 1932, but in a full 
skirted silhouette short and gath- | 
ered about the hips that, stubborn- 


ly, recalls 1922 instead. Only the | 
showgirls are awarded the long 
slim lines of the current mode: 


grateful, they do right by them. 


so good to | 
look upon and listen to in her red: 


‘Show Boat’—with | 


to Miss | 
Morgan to suggest its past glories. ; 
Magnolia 
3ertha Belmore is | 
agitatedly zealous about her Parthy | 
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Vesuvian Esther 


The cast boards ‘Rome Express’ 

: eket-holding passengers. They 

rive Ss} 1} e. The ‘ on 

\ i l i ht Ss rs 

) ki t i i é le 

< \ ss 

nN 
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Star, | s ! n ' 
S t s s¢ ' 

; , , ‘ 
with a lithe né ! s 
to fit the description. She |] dies a 
flame of warmth within he e 
develops shading, she comes alive, 
crows into an individual, a likeable, 
human person who is unique, not a 


type at all. She screens attractively, 
a healthy blonde Venus who found 
animation in an English picture stu- 
dio. She didn’t find startling clothes, 
but at least slim fitting ones whose 
abundant decorative detail is not too 
clamorous, Joan Barry very 
pretty and petite, she photographs 
so well, that if her acting isn’t quite 
up to the others, her fresh young 
beauty excuses her. 


is so 


‘Bolero’ a Smash 

‘Bolero’ is surging through the 
RKO Music Hall this week, sweep- 
ing all before it with the might of 
its triumphant staging, shattering 
the calm of its beholders, carrying 
them along electrified to its brilliant 
climax, an epic experience of mount- 
ing sound, compelling ballet, dra- 
matie lighting. 

From its slow, eerie beginning, 
the elementally impassioned dancing 
of Myrio and Serine on a black stage 
under a purple spot, to the glitter- 
ing, smashing abandon of its finale, 
no one escapes its spell, its gripping 
conception, its heroically imagined 
execution. ‘Bolero’ as done at the 
Music Hall is not a performance to 
watch: it is an experience to feel. 
It commands response. 

Before their glorious contribution 
to Miss Rogge’s share in the bold 
drama of ‘Bolero,’ the Roxyettes 
pretend to be white horses for ‘Jig- 
Saw Puzzle.’ They draw the King’s 
coach on the stage, spirited young 


animals beautifully drilled and 
groomed, their proud heads nodding 
under white ostrich manes, their 


supple figures covered but not con- 
cealed in nude leotards bound with 
white harness. strappings. They 
leave their coach to show how 
splendid they can be in a straight 
line, happy and carefree and thor- 
oughly worthy, the most effective, 
most flattering costumes the Music 
Hall’s yet thought up for them. 





| 
| 
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Sex 


Offering Their Latest 
“DANCING IDEA” 
RKO RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 
This Week (Feb. 24) 














Jersey or Delaware, preferably a 
count. Age 30—married—-2 ch 


Write Box 106, Vari 





MANAGER—PROJECTIONIST | 


Fully experienced and capable of running your theatre at a profit 
to you, would like to get in touch with owner in Pennsylvania, New 


small town, where ability must 
ildren, moderate salary. 


ety, New York City 
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cash register, dullness of the marquee, that empty feeling, flatten- {jj 
ing of the roll, and many other ailments peculiar to showmen: “Fo 
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Quand te Tues Tu (Paramount) (French). Farce comedy. Drean, 


Noel, Robert Brunier. 80 mins. Rel. March 15. 
Reserve Hat Ruh, (New Era) (Ger). Military farce. 
Englische. Time, 94 mins. Rel. Aug. 11. 


Noel- 


- » j | 
Fritz Kampers, Lucie 


, WC stepping out of the picture en- 


CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES Newmss Heads New Corp 


Taking Over Operation 
Of Northwest Theatres | 


Seattle, Feb, 27. 
Evergreen Theatres, a new 
poration with Frank L. Newman Sr. 


at the head, has been formed here to 
take over the operation of the form- | 


er Northwest Theatres Inc., a sub- 
sidiary of Fox West Coast with F- 


tirely. 
Al Rosenberg is vice president of 


' the new organization, and Al Fink- 


j 
' 


| pate acquiring are located 


Rhapsody of Love. (Capital) (Polish). Hardships of an art career. Agnes 
Petersen. Mosjukine. Time, 89 mins. Rel, Aug. 25 

Richthofen, Red Ace of Germany. (Gould) (Ger). (Synehronized.) Self ex- 
planatory. Dir, Robt. Slezich. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Aug. 20. 

Ronny (Protex) (Ger). Operetta. Kaethe von Nagy, Willy Fritsch. Dir. 
Emerich Kalman. 85 mins, Rel. April 1. Rev. April 19. 

Scampolo (A-R) (Ger). Cinderella romance. Dolly Haas. 80 mins. Rel. 
March 15. 

Schubert’s Fruehlingstraum. (Capital) (Ger). Musical of Schubert's life. 
Carl Joeken, Sicgfried Arno. Dir. Rich. Oswaid. Time, 71 mins. Rel. | 
June 28. 

Sein Scheidungsgrund (German) (Protex). Comedy drama. Lien Deyers. 
Dir. Alfred Zeisler. 80 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 8. 

Siberian Patrol (Russ.) (AmkKino). Dir, Protozanov. 50 mins. Rel. May 13. 
Rev. May 31. 

Sniper (Russ.) (Amkino). The war terrors. Dir. Timoshenko. 61 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 25. Rev. Aug. 30 

Soil Is Thirsty (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Reisman. 53 mins. Rel. May 5. Rev. | 
May 10. 

Storm Over Zakopane, The. (Capital) (Polish). (Synchronized.) Danger in | 


Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
See ‘Barberina’. 
Mountain story and action. 


the mountains. 
Taenzerin von Sansouci. 


Tatra’s Zauber (Protex) (Ger). Dir. Adolf Trotz. 


65 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 

Tempest (German) (Protex). Drama. Emil] Jannings, Anna Sten. Dir. Rob- 
ert Siedmak. 90 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 22. 

Tingle Tangle. (New Era) (Ger). Comedy. Ernest Verebes, Fritz Kampers, 


Time, 93 mins. Rel. May 15. 
Dir. A. E. Dupont. 


Dir. Japp Speyer. 
Circus drama, 
Rev. May 10. 


Elizabeth Pinajeff. 


Trapeze (German) (Protex). 
80 mins. Rel. May 1. 


Anna Sten. 


Trenck (A-R) (Ger). Romantic drama. Dorothea Wiecke. 90 mins. Rel. 
March 15. 

Ulani, Ulani, Chlopcy Malowani (Polish) (Zbyszko). Musical comedy. 100 
mins. Rel. Jan. 1 

Ulica (Capital) (Polish). Life of the newsboys. Dir. Alexander Ford. Time, 
73 mins. Rel, Aug. 25. Rev. Jan, 31. 

Unknown Heroes. (Capital) (Polish). Polish police activity. Mary Bogda. 


Adam Brodzicz. ‘Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25 


| 
| 


| 


| 


|of the various theatres, 


elstein, secretary-treasurer, Mike 
Rosenberg, head of Principal Thea- 
tres operating out of Los Angeles 
will be associated with his brother 
in the new enterprise. 

Holdings the new company antici- 
in Seat- 
tle, Wenatchee, Spokane, Yakima, 
Pendleton, Bremereton, Bellingham 
and Everett, Washington. 

It is expected that the deals with 
11 different bond and fee holders in 
these communities will be closed by 
March 15. 

The passing show enigma here- 
abouts these days is who and what 
ever since 
PNW and _ “related  receiverships. 
Week ago Paramount theatre passed 


| directly to F-WC; this week it is 
lelaimed to be 


indie with Frank 


, Newman, jr., behind the gun. This 


situation developed as a climax to 
union operators walking out Mon- 


Victoria und Ihr Hussar (A-R) (Ger.) Viennese operetta. 90 mins. Rel. | 9 4 
March | day (Feb. 20) at 8:15 p. m., turning 


Desert, The. 
Adam Brodzicz, Mary Bogda. 
(Capital) (Ger). Farce. 
Trude Berliner. Dir. 


(Capital) (Polish). 


Voice of the 
Time, 89 mins. 


locales. 
Weekend in Paradise. 
stein, Elsie Lister, 
Rel. Nov. 1. 
Yorck (German) (Protex). 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky,. 


Rel, Aug. 25 


Robt. Land. Time, 81 mins. 
Historical drama. Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster 
90 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 27 


Zapfenstrelch Am Rhein. (Whitney) (Ger.). Musical farce. 
Siegfried Arno. Dir. Jaap Speyer. 90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. 


Zirkus Leben. (German) (FAF). Circus drama, Liane Haid. 
Paul. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Zwei Herzen und Ein Schlag (German) (Protex). 

Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 
as siecle 

Key to addrese—Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 

American-Roumanian Films, 1560 Broadway. 
Associated Cinema, 154 W. 55th St. 
Capital Film Exchange, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Filmchoice, 33 West 42d St. 
Foreign American Films, 111 W. 57th St. 
Harold Auten, 1560 Broadway. 
International Cinema, 1499 First Ave. 
Interworld Films, 1540 Broadway. 
J. H. Whitney, 350 East 72d St. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave, 
New Era, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th St. 
Symon Gould, 251 W. 89th St. 
Tobis Forentilms, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Zbyszko Film Corp., 274 Madison Ave. 


Rev. Feb. 
Dir. 


Operetta. 
Rev. Sept. 13. 





A Publicist With a Record! 


Ten years in the trade with major motion picture companies and theatre 
circuits as director of advertising, publicity and exploitation. Personal press 
contact for screen and stage stars, Sent to England, France, Germany and 
Holland as special representative. 

In addition to a reputation for originality and distinctive advertising and 
publicity ideas, this applicant offers practical experience in the writing of 
copy and creating layouts for complete advertising and publicity campaigns 
for motion pictures or theatres; editing and writing press books, and sup- 
plying exploitation ideas; originating sales promotion literature consisting 
of broadsides, folders, sales letters, booklets, and house organs; writing 
novelizations and feature stories for magazines and newspapers. 


READ WHAT THE CRITICS SAY! 
publicity and ad- Congratulations on the success of 
An asset to any or- | your wonderful advertising and pub- 
licity campaigns. a 
ROSE PELSWICK, 
JACK SMITH, 
New York ‘Eve. Journal’ 
A FOUR STAR fellow. 
IRENE THIRER, 
‘Daily News’ 





An exceptional 
vertising expert, 
ganization. 

JACK HARROWER 

‘Film Daily’ 


(Phil M. Daly) 


resourceful 


A most energetic and \ 
Certain 


representative of the press. 





his services cannot help but be of 
value. An able writer... oe 
RICHARD WATTS, Jr. REGINA CREWE, | P 
New York ‘Herald Tribune.’ New York ‘American 
Invaluable as a publicity writer and 
One of the best advertising and|contact man_ between producer, or 
theatre, and the press. 


publicity men in his profession. 
ROBERT COLEMAN, 
‘Daily Mirror’ 


NEED MORE BE SAID? 


Will consider any motion picture, theatrical or commercial offer. Ready to 
submit samples of work. Write 


BOX 101, VARIETY, NEW YORK CITY 


WILLIAM BOEHNEL, 
‘World-Telegram’ 














For Theatre Men Only 
You Can Do Something About It! 


The recent demobilization of Publix forces has, among other 
things, left a darn good theatre manager without a theatre to 


manage. 
He has always done a better than good job (this can be checked 
and double checked) in all types of theatres. 


A personal interview will acquaint you with further details of 
interest to you. 


Write Box 108, Variety, New York City 


Algerian story in authentic 


Otto Wallburg, Julius Falken- 


Charlotte Susa, 
Ve 


Heinz 


Lilian Harvey. 
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| Propose License for 


| the terms of the bill, an applicant | 


| licensed operator 


off the lights and leaving the house 
|; dark, with patrons wondering what 
lit was all about, for an hour. Then 
non-union ops went into the booth. 

Two days later the janitors struck 
‘in sympathy (these days, too) and 
non-union staff sent in there, so 
that picketing was the order for the 
j}unions. Then came announcement 
|of new ownership of theatre. 

Union trouble came when Frank 
Newman, sr., div. mgr. for F-WC, 
ordered budget for operators to be 
cut from $350 to $175, the union to 
| use whatever men it wanted, re- 
| gardless of scale. The scale is $80 
| per week, with two men in booth 
j;at same time, required (six day 
| week). Two shifts and the extra 
day made this total $350. 

Similar booth scale enunciated 
for Fifth Ave. theatre, where union 
men staying, as that is under court 
orders, so a different code seems to 
prevail. 











Non-Pro Operators 


Baltimore, Feb. 27. 
Bill calling for the licensing of 
amateur picture machine operators 
was introduced at the Maryland 
State legislature last week. Under 


for a non-professional license would 
have to serve six months under a 
‘in a theatre or 


place of public amusement which 


|is equipped to project moving pic- 


tures.’ 
Bill was introduced by Delegate 
Frank C. Purudm, of Baltimore dis- 


| trict, who stated that it was handed 
| to him by members of the Board 


| aroused, 


of Motion Picture Operators. 
Opposition to the bill has been 

with Robert W. Test, of 

the local Better Business Bureau, 


| particularly heated in his denuncia- 


| tion of the proposed statute. 


Test 
took the stand that the licensing re- 


| quirements would injure the com- 


| mercial 
| argued that the bill would cripple 


film enterprise, and also 
much educational work. 

Business men of the State are 
prepared to oppose the proposal on 
the ground it would be ruin of in- 
dustrial films, since the 16mm. film 
has become important in many in- 
dustries in which the small film is 
used by salesmen and demon- 


| strators. 





Hollywood Pic Houses 


Mostly Drop to Two Bits 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Subsequent run houses along the | 
, boulevard have generally dropped to | 
a 25e. night gate, to offset the stiff | 


competition from the first runs 
which are mostly scaled at 40c. top. 
Warners Hollywood is the only! 
straight sound house now confined | 
to single bills. 
Pantages (F-WC) is double fea- 
turing first run of indie product, 
with the Egyptian, also a circuit | 
house, doubling on first Hollywood | 
showing after downtown runs. } 


| 
cor- | 
| 
} 





P. S.—He Quit 


A $40-a-week circuit house 
manager in New York was no- 
tified last week that he had 


| 
KATZ CASH ALL 
_ SET, SEZ MAX 
: b] 
been transferred to an out-of- 
town theatre. On his $40 per 
wife and two N 

children and in the past year 


he supports a 
the doctor bills have been get- | 
ting the gravy. 
The mer. asked the circuit's 
theatre department for a salary 
advance to cover the expenses 
| 
| 





——_— 


Feb. 27. 


Katz-Max 


Hollywood 


Finances for the Sam 
ying. ras urnec a . . . f 
of moving He was turned Gordon-Sam H. Harris combination 


down and told that if he didn't 
|are all set and no money 


like it he could quit. 
}on the coast for their production 
| venture, according to Max Gordon, 


What’s in a Name, Huh? talking for the trio. red , 
° - i Before the three leave for the east 
Invincible Co. Builds 


in two weeks, it is their plan, ac- 
. . | 
New Blue Bird Link 


cording to Gordon, to have several 
Geals negotiated with actors, au- 

thors and directors so that produc- 

tion will start not later than June 1, 

Woodside, L. IL, Feb. 27. 

The new pic house, near comple- 
tion at Roosevelt and 624 | 
street, by Invincible Enterprises of 


Sam Goldwyn’'s statement that 
Brooklyn, will open March 15, 


Katz would not be in United Artists 
in no way disturbs the three, Gor- 
don states. 
House will seat 600 and will be 
operated by Blue Bird Chain. The- 
atre is located in heart of one of the 


Balto Showmen Cutting 
: . Ad Space in Rate Row 
fastest growing home sections on 
Island. House will cost $135,000. om 


Baltimore, Feb. 27. 
The downtown theatres have de- 
cided to force the issue of advere- 
tising rates of the Baltmore ‘Sun- 
papers.’ Theatres have been ask- 


ing in vain for a reduction of ad 
rates. Now they're taking the other 
route and have slashed their ‘Sun’ 
space, 

Four Loew theatres led the pa- 
rade by cutting lineage in the two 
‘Sun’ dailies from 70 lines to 40, 
which gives their four theatres just 
about directory space and no more, 
Other theatres are holding to a 10 
line space, which takes in the 
Keith's, Hippodrome. 


Theatre rates in the two ‘Sun’ 
papers are figured at $1 a line; 
while the rates for Sunday are 35c, 
Sunday space for the theatres have 
not been cut since the showmen 
figure that the 35c line charge is 
reasonable. Commercial rate in the 
‘Sun’ papers on week days amounts 
to about one-half of the theatrical 
rate. 

Theatrical rates in the other 
dailies figure at 50c a line for the 
Hearst ‘News’ and 40c a line in the 
Scripps-Howard ‘Post,’ with a 20% 
discount under a lineage guarantee, 

Meanwhile the ‘Sunpapers’ have 
taken no apparent notice of the 
space slash, but are continuing to 
give the same reader service. 


is sought 











avenue 








| Hypo Stuff 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Fox is producing a two reeler of 

the studio and some insights into 


picture production for the spring 


sales convention. Henry Wales is 
handling the production. 

Picture will have all the Fox 
names in the cast and will possibly 
get a general release following the 
convention, 








Conn. Exhibs Mobilize 
Against Legislation 


New Haven, Feb. 27. 

Edward G. Levy, local attorney 
and secretary of Conn. Motion Pic- 
ture Owners’ assn., represents that 
organization in battle in state leg- 
islature over a flock of bills relat- 
ing to picture houses in this state. 

Measures include attempt to ap- 
point a state censor, acting under 
state police supervision, also a bill 
proposing to change Sunday hours 
from 2 to 10:30 p. m. to 7 to 10:30 
p. m. 

About 30 owners throughout state 
appeared in opposition to bills. 
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WE AGREE WITH “VARIETY” 


| “SPOT” US RIGHT 
WE’LL DO THE REST— 


THE 


Four Step-Brothers 


AL—MACEO—“RED” and “HAPPY” 
RKO ROXY, NEW YORK (Last Week Feb. 17) 


“BIGE” in “VARIETY” Said: 


“Four Step Bros., colored hoofing quartet, in the usual break-a-leg 
and challenge routines are out in ‘one’ ahead of ‘Modiste Shop,’ looking 
out of place in the surroundings, As page boys in the ensuing full stage 
sequence they fit, but their abrupt appearance on their own in front of 
the drapes indicates the Roxy staff is better versed in scenery than tal- 
ent. WHEN A GOOD ACT DOES COME ALONG THE HOUSE DOESN'T 
KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH IT.” 




















Management, MILLS—ROCKWELL OFFICE—PHIL BLOOM 











SOMEWHERE IN SHOW BUSINESS 
THERE MUST BE A JOB THAT 
NEEDS MY KIND OF A MAN! 


resourceful, courageous, keen, and quick to think 
and act! 





—fifteen years’ experience in advertising, exploitation, 
publicity, theatre operations, stage and screen wnit- 
ing, productions, and executive management! 


——will fit in any job where capacity for work and sound 
judgment are essential! 


——will do anything; go anywhere. 


Box 109, Variety, New York City 
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AIR LINE NEWS 


By Nellie Revell 





This weekend will bring a wide change in hotel orchestras. Whiteman 
goes on tour; Ted Weems goes to the Lincoln Tavern, Chicago; Anson 
Weeks returns to California; Don Bestor goes on tour; Manahan, from 
the Paramount Grill, will go back into vaudeville; Dell Lampe leaves 
the Palais d'Or; Fred Martin leaves the Park Central; James Hall leaves 
Monte Carlo and Harold Stern leaves the St. Moritz to take Whiteman’s 
place at the Biltmore, 





CBS’ Femme Argle 
Isabelle Leighton is to give the personal touch to Columbia's broad- 
casting of the inaugural ceremonies. This newspaperwoman is an inti- 
mate friend of the Roosevelts and author of ‘My Son Franklin’, the col- 
lection of anecdotes about the President-elect told by his mother. 
Miss Leighton will take the mike at different times to describe dresses, 
etc., and to chat about Franklin D. and his family. 





N. Y. U.’s Research 
Professors at New York University are conducting a colloquial survey. 
They’ve sent questionnaires to broadcasters asking about 180 expressions 
used in every day speech. I note some of my pet phrases among them, 
to wit: ‘Aren’t I right”, ‘I expect he knows his subject’, ‘It looks like 
they meant business’, ‘I suppose that’s him’, ‘Well, that’s going some’. 
They also question the phrase, ‘The stock market left me busted’. Oh, 


yeah? 





Mother of 9 
Mrs. Barton, who gives recipes and cooking lessons on the General 
Foods program over WEAF Thursday mornings, is the mother of nine 
children, the oldest of whom is 12. 
Mrs. Barton wrote the sponsor and told them how she fed her brood. 
They were so impressed they decided she was the logical person to tell 
the rest of the world how it’s done. 





Benefit Champ 
Jerry Baker, WMCA’s ‘Smiling Tenor’, refuses to play vaudeville. 
However, he averages about five benefits a week, and is expecting a big 


break in March, 





Names Offspring ‘Sponsor’ 

Cowboy Tom (George Martin) of WINS has named his heir ‘Sponsor’ 
on the theory that if a sponsor can pay a comedian $5,000 a broadcast, 
there’s more money in being a sponsor than a broadcaster. 

Martin was editor of ‘Farm and Fireside’ before he went radio. 





Turns Scout 
A man who spent a quarter century locating spots in the house in 
which to hide money from his frau, has asked WOR for an audition. 


*“He wants to be a Boy Scout and do a good turn to fellow benedicts. 





, See America First 

Elvia Allman, singer now being given a build-up by NBC, is a North 
Carolina girl who was raised in Texas and has liyed the past seven 
years in California. 





Brave Listeners 

Alonzo Deen Cole, creator of mystery originals for WOR, has it all 
figured out why radio thrillers are popular. He says the rocking chair 
clan put out the lights and listen to the proceedings in the dark. ‘In 
this way the noises, screams and stealthy footsteps emanating from the 
loudspeaker assume character and magnitude fascinating to the fans.’ 

If listeners do that, they’re brave beyond my comprehension and en- 
titled to medals for valor. 





NBC’s Inaugural Dozen 
At least 12 mike masters will cover the Roosevelt inaugural ceremonies 
for NBC. Those so far assigned are Graham McNamee, David Law- 
rence, Floyd Gibbons, Charles Francis Coe, William Hard and his wife, 
Norman Sweetster, Frank Singiser, Charles O’Connor, Herluf Provensen 
and Arthur Godfrey. 





Sunday Commercial 
Jergen’s and Woodbury’s have agreed with WOR on a new commercial 
starting March 5 for every Sunday featuring Jack Arthur, baritone; Al 
and Lee Reiser, piano pair, and Roxanne’s orchestra. 





Trumped 
The electronic piano invented by Benjamin F. Miessner, recently dem- 
onstrated by NBC, produces the notes of every instrument in the band. 
The only thing a musician can play that this machine can't, is pinochle. 





Marital Program 
At last Veronica Wiggins, WOR contralto, and Bernard Ocko, violinist, 
have acknowledged their secret marriage which took place a few months 
ago. They will be on a new program together beginning next week. 





Leader Doubles 
Graham Harris will have the orchestra on both the Columbia and NBC 
programs for Gulf Refining’s sponsoring of Irvin Cobb and Will Rogers. 





Moves to CBS 
Carolyn Gray, for the past four years an ace pianist and accompariist 
at NBC, has gone Columbia which made her a better offer. New asso- 
gy began Sunday (26). Mme. Lolita Cabrera Gainsborg replaced at 
2. 





Short Shots 

Hart Giddings, formerly of the program dept. at NBC, is now playing 
the organ at the Paramount theatre in Middletown, N. Y....Charles 
Schenck, who left Columbia to go to WOR, has left WOR to go into an 
ad agency...Walter Winchell’s boy friend, Adolf Hitler, broadcasts to- 
morrow (March 1) from Berlin. Speech will be handled in America by 
Columbia...Charles Traymont, NBC announcer, is visiting his brother in 
Buffalo, who met with an auto accident...Charles Carlisle, the Bath Club 
tenor, sings his lyrics from shorthand notes made on a small piece of 
cardboard...‘The Three California Nuts’ (nee ‘Three Public Enemies’) 
are Ken Browne, Cliff Arkell and Red Corcoran to their friends...No 
truth to the rumors that Freddie Rich is slated for the exit door at 
Columbia...King Ross, trombonist with Arnold Johnson's ork, used to 
devise cryptograms for the Chicago ‘Daily News’...Dick Mansfield. (PS 
band leader, is often mistaken for Rudy Vallee, but says he ‘can take 
it’...Jimmy Dorsey, saxophonist with Lennie Hayton, and his brother 
Tommy, trombonist, hail] from Shenandoah, Pa., where their dad was a 
bandmaster...‘Cosmopolitan’ magazine has assigned a writer to do a 
yarn on Kate Smith...Al and Lee Reiser, WOR piano pair, are cousins 
of the Hen. David Scholtz, governor of Florida...Pete Dixon and Aline 
Berry are now ‘Raising Junior’ on WOR...Leon Errol thinks if he can 
develop a trick voice to sub for his trick legs he has a future in radio... 
Beginning tomorrow (March 1) WINS will be on the air a half hour 
longer, signing off at 8:15 p. m....Why all the fuss about who'll provide 
the music at the Inaugural Ball? Paul Specht played at several of these 
affairs, but what good did it do Paul?...Of course you've heard about 
the announcer in love with his voice who went nerts trying to tune in 


on himself...WOR plans an additional studio in its Newark headquar- 
ters...Bert Lytell makes his appearance as a radioactor next Sunday 
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Ad Agencies’ 





End of Radio) 
N. W. Ayer & Son, Ine. 
500 Fifth Ave, N. Y. 4 
Douglas Coulter. 


Osborne, Ine. 


Roy Durstine. 
Arthur Pryor, JF. 
Emilie L. Haley. 

Benton & Bowles, Ino. 
444 Madison Ave, N. Y¥. @ 
BE. M. Ruffner. 

Blow Co., Ine. 
521 Fifth Ave. N. Y¥. @ 


Milton Blow. 


230 Park Ave., N. Y. G 
Frank Hummert 
George Tormey. 

Blackman Co. 

122 BE. 42d St., N. Y. G. 

Douglass Stoerr. 
Campbell-Ewald Co. 

292 Madison Ave., N. Y. G. 
Cc. Halstead Cottington. 


troit). 
George T. Ewald. 


Cecil, Warick & Cecil, Ino. 

230 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
J. H. McKee, 

Erwin, Wasey & Co. Ino. 
420 Lexington Ave., N. Y. C. 
Charles Gannon. 

William Esty & Co., Ine. 

6 E. 45th St. N. Y. C. 
William Esty. 

Federal Adv. Agency 
444 Madison Ave., N. Y. 6. 
Mann Holiner. 


Ine. 
70 Pine St. N. ¥. @ 
Albert Frank. 


Hanff-Metzger, Ino. 
Paramount Bldg., N. Y. @. 
Louis A. Witten. 

Lambert & Feasley, Ine. 
400 Madison Ave, N. Y. G& 
Martin Horrell. 

Lennen & Mitchell, Ino. 

17 E. 45th St., N. Y. C. 
Charles A. Schenck. 
Ray Virden. 

Lord & Thomas 

247 Park Ave. N. Y, C. 
Montague Hackett, 

Jack Nelson, 
McCann-Erickson, Ino. 
285 Madison Ave. N. Y. @. 

Dorothy Bristow. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan, Ino. 

Chrysler Bidg., N. Y. @ 
Jack Davidson. 

J. Walter Thompson Co. 


John U. Reber. 
Robert Colwell. 
Gordon Thompson. 
Cal Kuhl. 

A. K. Spencer. 
Herschel Williams. 
Nathan Tufts. 
Edwin Barrett. 


Young & Rubicam 


Hubbell Robinson, 





Radio Execs (Associated With 
the Show or Performance 


Batten, Barton, Duretine & 


383 Madison Ave, N. Y. @. 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Ine. 


(General Motors Bldg., De- 


Albert Frank-Guenther Law, 


420 Lexington Ave., N. Y. CG. 


285 Madison Ave., N, Y. CG. 








What 5 Months on the Air Has Done 
For Pearl: From $3,500 to $8,500 
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COMMISH HANGS FIRE 


Judge Sykes’ Term Up—Only 3 Left 
and All Decisions Postponed 








Washington, Feb. 27. 


Major decisions before the Radio 
Commission are hanging fire now 
till after March 4. Judge Sykes’ 
term expired Feb. 23 and only mem- 
bers left are LaFount, Brown and 
Starbuck. Fairly certain the Sen- 
ate will not take action on Sykes’ 
reappointment until advent of the 
administration. 

Among cases being held up are 
Navy-Columbia battle over location 
of WJSV and NBC petition to lease 
WMAL Net was all set to move 
in Feb. 1 and already has over 20 
hours weekly on station with blue 
chain sponsors wanting more. 


ED WYNN, $20,000 ACT, 
DOING ONLY 276, B’KLYN 


Ed Wynn will close his ‘Laugh 
Parade’ musical, now a picture 
house tab, after the current week at 
the Metropolitan, Brooklyn. He'll 
confine himself to his once-weekly 
radio broadcasts, for which he gets 
$5,000. 

Wynn said he was tired out by 
the five-a-day for two weeks at the 
Capitol, New York, and after com- 
mencing the current one in Brook- 
lyn. Loew's also declared itself as 
tired—over the business done by the 
Wynn show despite its record high 
straight salary of $20,000 a week, 
top for any picture house attraction. 

In its holdover week (last week) 
at the Capitol, the $20,000 Wynn re- 
vue drew only $38,000, and in Brook- 
lyn currently at the same salary is 
hitting no better than a $27,000 pace. 

Loew has an option for further 
time, but says it will not play it 
further, discouraged by the grosses 
compared to the salary. There’s no 
interest in the other booking offices. 

Wynn has been sending out state- 
ments he'll go off the air soon, a la 
Jolson, to preserve his professional 
value. 


Osterman Takes Air 


Jack Osterman, on a two weeks 
booking, followed Harry Rose into 
th: m. c. spot on the Sabbath after- 
noon Jo-cur show over CBS Sunday 
(26). It was the first Sunday in 
years that Osterman hadn't slept 
all day. The same thing happens 
next Sunday (5) if he can stand it. 

Besides being Osterman’s first 
chance on an air commercial it’ll 
have him doubling. Osterman, at 
night, is at the Club Richman. When 
he goes into the old Roxy, week of 
March 3, he'll be tripling. 

















Monthly Guest 
John Fogarty becomes a monthly 
guest artist on the Jack Frost 
sugar show over NBC starting next 
Monday (6). 
Tenor’s contract 
through the summer, 


carries him 








(March 5) when he appears on WABC's ‘Roses and Drums’ program... 





WINS has an Old Almanac Man, but he doesn't do what you think. 
Instead of digging up old gags, his job is to get the dope on annivers- 
aries and historical miscellany...Arturo Toscanini resumes direction 
Sunday (March 5) of the New York Philharmonic broadcasts...He will 
continue for the remaining eight weeks of the season... Everett McCooey, 
WOR's haritone heard Saturday aftcrnoons, is the son of John McCooey, 
political leader...The theme of Ida Bailey Allen’s broadcast Thursday 
(March 2) on WABC is ‘Cheese—a Great Food’. Certain to tune in is 
Mickey Mouse...After one session announcing his own numbers, John 
Mills, basso of the Mills Brothers, has decided to stick to tubaing... 
Paul Ravell, cowboy baritone, will be soloist with the Little Symphony 
Orchestra on WOR...A boy at the home of Hal Raynor, NBC’s King 
Kill Kare...WINS press department likes to refer to air speakers as 
‘radiologists’...Jim Blakely, society lad formerly with CBS, has had 
several film tests...Marion De Forest, Buffalo newspaperwoman, who 
wrote ‘Erstwhile Susan’, is assisting Zona Gale in adapting the ‘Friend- 
ship Village’ stories to radio...Jane Froman. new Chesterfield singer 
sang in opera and stuttera when speaking...Uucle Don, WOR's hero to 
youngsters, told a boy to eat lots of cereal so he'd grow to be a big man. 
In the mail next day came a letter saying ‘Deor Uncle Don: No more 
cereal for me. I’m going to be a jockey’...Gertrude Niesen has no home 


Five months on radio has done 
more for at least one actor than 15 
years on the stage. The performer 
is Jack Pearl, who opens at the 
Capitol, New York, for $8,500, a day 
ahead of President Roosevelt's 
Capitol debut. A week there and 


three more for Loew, besides one 
for Warners, all at $8,500 (net), is 
Pearl's route. 

Pearl's last picture house salary, 
also paid by Loew and at the Capi- 
tol, was $3,500 for a week last Sep- 
tember. 

The $5,000 salary boost between 
picture house appearances, with 
only five months intervening, is pre- 
dicated upon the possible draw the 
ether rep has created for the Pearl 
name; although that draw did not 
show itself for Pearl's $3.30 legit 
musical, ‘Pardon My English,’ which 
closed Saturday (25) after running 
but six weeks at the Majestic, New 
York. At the Capitol Pearl will 
do five-a-day to 75c top audiences, 

Pearl’s Capitol engagement last 
September just preceded the start of 
his regular commercial broadcasts. 
He refused to accept further Loew 
time when the theatre circuit at- 
tempted to cut his salary below 
$3,500 for the same theatres in 
which he'll now play for $8,500. 

Following the Cap. appearance 
Pearl goes to Philadelphia for War- 
ners, then resumes for Loew in Bal- 
timore, thence the Paradise, New 
York, and the Metropolitan, Brook- 
lyn. In Philly and Balto he'll play 
only six days, pro rata, in order to 
be in New York for his Thursday 
night broadcasts. 

This is the second recent heavy 
salary boost by radio. Ed Wynn 
having received $40,000 for him- 
self and ‘Laugh Parade’ company 
for two weeks at the Capitol. While 
Wynn's business was good it was 
not sensational, and that radio star 
was outdrawn by a $5,500 picture 
name, Mae West, at he Paramount. 

With Pearl on his stage weeks 
will be Cliff Hall, the Dutch comic's 
radio straight man. Louis Shurr 
agented. 

Pearl accepted the Loew dates 
when Metro put in a request on 
Loew’s behalf. Metro has Pearl un- 
der contract for pictures. RKO had 
made a previous offer to the come- 
dian of $10,000 for a week at the 
Radio City Music Hall, which Pearl 
turned down for the Loew-WB five 
weeks’ guarantee, and because, like 
other talking acts, he didn’t want 
to chance the big house. 


Indie Grocers, KMTR Line 
Up Theatre Broadcast 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 


KMTR is negotiating with Fox- 
West Coast, theatre circuit, for a 
house to play a weekly program 
featuring more or less prominent 
picture names. And it looks as if 
the station will get a theatre de- 
spite an earlier attitude on the part 
of F-WC not to allow any of its 
houses to be utilized for ether pro- 
grams. 

Bill planned for the theatre-air 
broadcast is a revue type using Sam 
Hardy as m.c., with other picture 
and vaude names, including Benny 
Rubin, Sammy Cohen and Eddie 
Borden. A line of 12 girls will also 
be used for the sight portion of the 
stage end. 

Program will be commercialed by 
the Independent Grocers’ Associa- 
tion, an organization of 3,000 store- 
keepers. Tickets for the weekly 
stage broadcast will be doled out to 
customers by the various retailers. 








AFTER STARS—GRATIS 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Hoping that film players will give 
their services gratis for the sake of 
publicity, Mentholatum is seeking a 
disk program with Hollywood names 
for a 52 week broadcast. 

Idea is for the stars to be inter- 
viewed. Waxing would be done by 








town. She was born on the high seas...Viola Ilma. edite ‘ ’ ray ; ; 

Youth’ mag, had to park her pipe outside the etrvdio v ora a sar Hollywood Radio Attractions. 

by Thomas L, Stix...Mme, Jeritza returns to Vienna next month and : 

will make her first film over there...A man in Brooklyn sent Fred Allen DROPS ‘ATROCITIES’ 

lad a. St-nignt? gag...Bill Schudt has teen trans- ‘Atrocities of 1933’ aude 
ferred to WBT, Charlotte, N. C., to manage that station since the closing | hour ver t} » Y ph poe - ra 
of Columbia's television studio W2XAK. His ‘Going to Press’ will be | is off after an nad iene kiviaaa 


taken over by J. G. Gude, CBS ne 
brother, Harry, is his piano player 
food commercial over CBS. 


wa edith 


Warnow 


Mark Warnow’s younger 
is expected to snare that 


Hour was dropped in favor of the 
‘Goofy Gas’ program, commercialed 
{by Wilshire Oil Co. 
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Canada’s Chaotic Radio Outlook, 
Lots of Talk but Little Action: 


Figure 5 Sources for Programs 
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Toronto, Feb. 27. 

For downright chaos, the Cana- 
dian radio situation is hard to beat. 
The recently appointed Federal 
Radio Commission has $1,000,000 to 
play with, plus another couple of 
millions in collectible radio license 
fees, plus at least $2,000,000 or more 
a year from commercial program 
revenue. This latter sum can’t be 
adequately estimated. Canadian 
manufacturers have become nig- 
gardly as a whole in their expendi- 
ture on radio programs, and busi- 
ness conditions have  pril.cipally 


Paley’s Hearst OK 


It will be okay for Bill 
Paley’s name to appear in the 
N. Y. ‘Journal’, and other pa- 
pers of the Hearst string, any 
time after John Hearst, the 
publisher's son, takes a second 
wife. 

Order giving the blue pencil 
to the CBS prexy’s moniker 
went out following Paley’s 
marriage last summer to the 
younger Hearst's ex-wife. John 
obtained his license for the 
new alliance the other day, 





made for drastic curtailment in air 
advertising appronriations. Thou- 
sands of radio owners have never 
paid the $2 license fee, but the 
squawk is that it costs the govern- 
ment 30 cents to go out and get this 
individual account, despite the fact 
it’s in $1.70 as soon as it’s col- 
lected. 

Everybody is talking, but little is 
being done about the situation to 
relieve the befuddlement. One sug- 
gestion is to bring back to Canada 
those artists who have left native 
soil for the States, proponents of 
this idea forgetting that ether waves 
can’t be barred by international 
boundaries. Idea is to bring back 
such air people as Guy Lombardo, 
Jimmy Wallington, Edward John- 
ston, Jeanne Dusseau, etc. But these 
artists might not went to come 
back, and even if they should the 
million bucks they might bring to 
the government might not be dis- 
tributed among them. Also, what- 
ever their share would be it might 
not surmount or even equal what 
they are making south of the boun- 
dary. 

12-15 Hour Programs 


It is the announced intention of 
the Canadian Radio Commission to 
buy, build or lease a trans-Canada 
network. It is probably not the in- 
tention of the commission to re- 
move from the air well operated and 
efficiently equipped private stations 
which tie up in a national web on 
occasion. It is essential, however, 
that in order to hold Canadian lis- 
teners, or attempt to hold them, 12 
to 15 hour programs must be 
maintained. 

There are, as far as can be as- 
certained, five sources from which 
the commission, in a _ supervisory 
position, may obtain its programs. 
One is the commissicn’s own sus- 
taining programs, paid for with the 
two million dollars available in li- 
cense fees from radio owners; sec- 
ona is the sponsored program, or- 
ganized and paid for by national 
advertisers who will buy time on 
the national network and, ty legis- 
lavion, restrict their advert'sing an- 
nouncements te three minutes eacn 
hour or percentage thereof; third, 
programs purchased from or ex- 
changed with the United States or 
European stations on the payment 
of line charges, B.B.C. being the 
only one to express a desire for Ca- 
nadian programs; fourth, the pur- 
chase of time by provincial govern- 
ments for educational programs as 
is the case with Ontario and the 
western provinces; fifth, the pur- 
chase of time by private individuals, 
such as political parties, who must 
buy it from the Radio Commission. 

Situation boils down to the fact 
that, despite equipment, the pro- 
gram is the thing. Radio in Canada 
needs drastic pruning, showmanship 





and ballyhoo. It lacks practically 
all the requisites at present. 


SCRIPT SHOW SWITCH 


Northwestern Yeast switches with 


its March 12 program (NBC) from | 
name bands to a _ script show. | 
Period will be titled ‘The North- | 
western Chronicle,’ using a small | 
town newspaper office as its back- 
fround. 

Renewal of the time contract | 
covering this program calls for 52) 
weeks. Sunday matinee spot, until 


March 12, will continue to be filled 


by the Charlie Agnew orchestra. i 


; ation, 
| who 
Oil Co.’s ‘Merrymakers’ Revue’ over | 


and word was passed along to 
the editors that the ban affect- 
ing Paley comes off simulta- 
neously with the marriage. 


BOYCOTT MDSE. 
IN AIR MELO 
PROTEST? 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 27. 

Central Council of Parent-Teacher 
associations is making a public pro- 
test against the melodrama type of 
radio program. Declares the crime 
ideas harmful to moral fibre of 
children and the bloodcurdling situ- 
ations tend to excite youngsters ina 
manner to interfere with their sleep. 

Protest was sent to radio stations 
and published here with a request 
that individuals join in active oppo- 
sition. These was even a hint of boy- 
cott on goods so advertised. 


SOCIAL GOELET OPENS 
OWN RADIO STATION 


Peter Goelet, of the ‘400,’ Goelets, 
and scion to those millions, has be- 
come a radio station operator. He 
opened an_ independent _ station, 
WGNY, at Glenmere, Chester, N. Y., 
Saturday (25). It’s located in the 
former Jessup homestead on the 
Goelet estate in Orange county. 

A series of 10 morning test pro- 
grams start the station off. Gener- 
ally, young Goelet expects to cater 
to the tastes and desires of Orange 
county in arrangement of broad- 
casts and material, but some outside 
broadcasting will be done under a 
tie-up with Publix. 

A special wire will be run into the 
Paramount theatre, Middletown, N. 
Y. Goelet is paying for this himself, 
but the arrangement brings in 
Harry C. Stowell, Publix manager in 
Middletown, as a member of his 
board of advisors. 














Goelet is said to have invested 
around $30,000 in his indie radio 
station. He will give auditions to 


local talent. 


‘A Stars’ for S. 0. 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 
Standard Oil auditions at NBC 
continue at regular Intervals, most 
pretentious of the lot being a ‘Four 
Star Radio Show’ of 90 minute dur- 
featuring Gill and Demling, 
have been m.c.’ing the Union 


Los An- 


Don Lee network from 
eles. 
S. O.. if taking the show, will | 


| change Gill and Demling’s names to} 


Con and Kid, not wishing to use the | 
monickers known to listeners of a 
| rival oil concern. 

Rest of the show in luded a 1 i 
hour secret service n b ( 
Don Wilkie, € x-fed agent la ely ( 
KFI. A half hour western dram 
and a quartet completed the talen 
roster. 
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PEARL IN FRONT; 
ALLEN MOVES IN 


Cantor 2d, Wynn 3d, but 
Lead Trio Not Closely 
Bunched—Allen Only 
Newcomer Among Top 
Dozen in ‘Variety’s’ Sur- 
vey— Comedy Programs 
Best Liked 


FIRST 4 ALL MEN 


Jack Pearl on top by a wide mar- 
gin and Eddie Cantor in the second 
slot without any serious competi- 
tion from Ed Wynn, the third 
favorite. That’s the way they shape 
up in ‘Variety’s’ third countrywide 
survey on radio popularity. 

The ascent of Pearl and the clear 
indication that Wynn has suffered a 
sharp decline are two major ob- 
servations of a comparison between 
this checkup and that of last De- 
cember. ‘Variety’s’ compilation is 
attained through its 150 correspond- 
ents in all sections of the country. 

Other national favorites under- 
went no radical revision from their 
December standing. Amos ’n’ Andy 


’ 
_ 


Broadcasters Form Their Qwn 


Performing Rights Bureau as 
Rival to ASCAP; Four Purposes 


oe —_—_ 








12 Leaders 


1. Jack Pearl — (Baron 
Munchausen-Lucky Strike). 

2. Eddie Cantor—(Chase & 
Sanborn Coffee). 

3. Ed Wynn—(Texaco Fire 
Chief). 

4. Amos ’n’ 
dent). 

5. Rudy Vallee Varietiee— 
(Fleischmann Yeast). 

6. Burns and Allen-Lombar- 
do Orch.—(Robert Burns Cigar). 
7. Myrt and Marge—(Wrig- 

ley’s Gum). 

8. Al Jolson—(Chevrolet). 

9. Chesterfield Program— 
(Ruth Etting, Bing Crosby, 
Hayton Orch.) 

10. Ben Bernie—(Blue Rib- 
bon Malt). 

11. Fred Allen—(Linit). 


Andy—(Pepso- 











12 Kate Smith—(La Palina 
Cigar). 
remain in fourth place but the 


growing strength of the Fleisch- 
mann Yeast interpretation of a 
variety program has made itself 
felt and has eased this Rudy Vallee 
stanza above the Burns and Allen- 
Guy Lombardo period, ‘Myrt and 
Marge’ theme shows an advance 
while the only newcomer among the 
top dozen is Fred Allen. 

Despite the continuous wrangling 
with his commercial which marked 
the warbler-comic’s run for Chev- 
rolet, these comparative polls show 
that Jolson favorably impressed 
outside of show circles, to the ex- 





Runners-Up 


Marx Brothers 
Stoopnagle and Budd 
Paul Whiteman 
Morton Downey 

The Goldbergs 

Mills Brothers 
March of Time. 
Maxwell House Showboat 
Lawrence Tibbett 

N. Y. Philharmonic 
Easy Aces 

Edwin C. Hill 














tent of ranking eighth on the cur- 
jrent count after being in the sec- 
;}ond 12 at the time of the last 
survey. 

| Switching of talent on the Ches- 
terfield session didn’t affect any- 
thing either way. Program remains 
in the ninth spot. In those instances 
correspondents mentioned 
with 
lone hold- 
over Bing 


noted 
I 


where 
names in connection 

period Ruth Etting, the 
over, took a wide lead 
Crosb) But in no instance 


a 


} (Continued on page 48) 





this 


Columnists Crash 


Radio and Broadway column- 
ists, on those New York dailies 
using both these departments, 
are feuding. Lately, with much 
of the news of Broadway tend- 
ing to concern stage stars’ 
radio doings, the Broadway re- 
counters have been printing 
some exclusive radio stuff. 

Ether chatterers’ unanimous 
squawk to their managing eds 
is that radio news belongs in 
the radio columns, and the boys 
on the Broadway beat should 
lay off. Broadway columnists 
Say they can’t help it if Broad- 
way and radio now interlock— 
and news is news. 


SQUAWKS FORCE 
NBC MOVE FOR 
LESS HORROR 


Instructions have been passed out 
to the program department at NBC 
to maintain a closer scrutiny and 
blue-pencil on script shows with 
crime as their theme. Network took 
the initiative toward putting some 
sort of a curb on the ultra-sensa- 
tional trend following receipt in re- 
cent weeks of a mounting mass of 
listener squawks on the subject. 


Complaints received stress the 
likely effect the more sensational of 
the crime dramas are having on the 
impressionable younger’ element. 
Communications from mothers have 
bolstered this qualm by citing the 
fact that their children were begin- 
ning to mimic these ether crime 
characters in their play moments 
and to re-enact situations culled 
from loudspeaker dramas. Almost 
invariably the writers have wound 
up their plaint with a warning that 
the rampant liberties allowed these 
programs in depicting crime boded 
no good when it came to retaining 
the good-will of the family adult 
listener. 

Criticisms have not been directed 
at the mystery show of the Sherlock 
Holmes type, which move along well 
established conservative lines; but 
at a group of newer network ar- 
rivals striving to make the shocks 
more shocking on each broadcast. 














Auto Club on Air After 
30 Advertisingless Yrs. 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Southern California Automobile 
club, in existence 30 years without 
advertising, is going on the air with 
a thrice weekly program over KNX. 
Starts March 1. 
Club will stage 
drive in connection 
auto financing 
6%, low here. 
Program w1ill comprise lectures on 
historical spots in southern Cali- 
fornia easily accessible by auto. 


a membership 
with a special 
scheme calling for 





Just for Publicity 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 

Chief of Police Bill Quinn goes 
off the air March 10 and NBC starts | 
ja new series of crime yarns with | 
|George Jarrett, head of the state | 
|} narcotic bureau. 

Jarrett, with Carlton Morse writ- 
ing, will tell ’em about traffic, pre- 
ivention and 


cures. Like Chief 


uilltl, 


| arrangement 





meetir 


With about $30,000 collected from 
the radio chains and indie station 
operators now available for the 
project, the National Association of 
Broadcasters has proceeded to or- 
ganize its own performing rights 
bureau. Immediate incorporation of 
radio’s rival organization to the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers was au- 
thorized at a meeting of the NAB 
board of directors in Washington 
last week. 

Meantime, the ASCAP has re- 
ceived no definite action on its offer 
to the broadcasters to tear up the 
present music licensing agreement 
and write a new one. 

Title given their performing 
rights office by the broadcasters is 
the Radio Program Foundation, 
Purposes of the bureau are de- 
scribed as four-fold. Main objec- 
tive will be to serve as the medium 
through which the music of indie 
composers and publishers not affili- 
ated with ASCAP, both domestic 
and foreign, will be cleared for use 
by broadcasting. 

A second objective will be to see 
that the output of indie writers and 
publishers are given an edge when 
it comes to making up affiliated sta- 
tion programs. The NAF claims 
that because of its position in radio 
it will be able to obtain music 
‘written primarily for the micro- 
phone rather than for the require- 
ments of stage or dance hall’ to 
which, it says, much of ASCAP’s 
music has been limited. 

Fourth purpose will take the 
foundation outside of the musical 
performing rights field by also mak- 
ing it a registration bureau for con- 
tinuities and ‘other literary feae 
tures’ of radio programs. 


Washington, Feb. 27. 

Copyright controversy between 
broadcasters and Amercan Society 
of Authors, Composers & Publish- 
ers drew only a two-hour discus- 
sion in the two-day session of NAB 
board of directors last week. Mat- 
ters were left in hands of Oswald 
I. Schuette and Newton D. Baker, 
latter as counsel for the radio in- 
terests. 

“aker was represented by Joseph 
Hostetler, law partner. Most of dis- 
cussion was devoted to outlining 
of position and stens already taken 
in negotiations with society. 

The 1933 budget for NAB follows 
last year’s generally with some cur- 
tailments exclusive of funds being 
raised for special activities. Three- 
point expansion plan was presented 
by Phil Loucks, NAB managing di- 
rector, for development later in year, 
Plan would set up special commer- 
cial, program and engineering de- 
partments within NAB. 

Commercial department would 
make surveys and recommendations 
on station contracts, rates, rate 
ecards, sales promotion, discounts 
and coverage. Program unit would 
serve as clearing house for scripts, 
ideas, talent sources and costs and 
program trends. Engineering unit 
would keep stations informed of 
technical orders of commission and 
development of equipment. 

Committee was appointed to pick 
delegate to North American Con- 
ference at Mexico City as yet un- 
named, Other business’ before 
board involved approval of Loucks’ 
for carrying KFAB 
libel case to Supreme court and ar, 
proval with minor changes. of 
Standard Order Blank for spot 
broadcasts submitted by American 
Association of Advertising Agencies, 

Credit bureau plan was tabled 


| Decision on time and place of 1933 


convention was put off till later 
fr altho general policy of last 
conclave will be followed. 


year 


Funny Boners Off 


Funny Boners get through at 
CRS April 1 when their contract 
vi the artist bureau will have ex- 
rired, 

Comedy a has been under CBS 


jmanagement for 1§ months. 
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Radio Directory 





(As a convenience 


for readers unfamiliar with who's who 


in Radio, 


‘Variety’ prints below a directory for New York and Chicago.) 





New York City 


NBC 
(Stations WJZ-WEAF) 


711 Fifth Ave. 
Plaza 2-1900 


M. H. Aylesworth, President. 

Richard C. Patterson, Jr., Executive V.-P. 
G. C. McClelland, Ass't to the President. 
John Elwood, V.-P. 

A. L. Ashby, V.-P. and Gen. Atty. 
George Engles, V.-P. on Artists’ Service. 
John F. Royal, V.-P. on Programs, 
Roy C. Witmer, V.-P. on Sales. 

Frank Mason, V.-P. on Public Relations. 
Lewis MacConnach, Secretary. 

Mark J. Woods, Secretary. 

H. F. McKeon, Auditor. 

H. F. Kelly, Asst. Auditor. 

Cc. W. Horn, Gen. Engineer, 

Frank Mullen, Agricultural Dir. 

J. deJara Almonte, Evening Operations. 
Bertha Brainard, Program Mer. 

G. W. Payne, Operations. 

R. J. Teichern, Asst. to Treas. 

D. S. Tuthill, Sales Mgr., Artists’ Service. 


Department Heads 


Donald G. Shaw, Eastern Sales Mgr. 
Thos. H. Belviso, Music Library. 

W. b. Bloxham, Purchasing Agent. 
John ®. Carey, Service Supervisor. 

©. B. Hanson, Mgr., Plant Operation and 
Engineering Dept. 

Ruth Keeler, Personnel Supervisor. 
Donald Withycomb, Mgr. Sta. Retations. 
Paul F. Peter, Mer. Statistical Dept. 


G. W. Johnstone, Mgr. Press Relations 
Dept. 
Quinton Adams, Mgr. Electrical Tran- 


ecription Dept. 
E. P. H. James, Sales Promotions Mgr. 


cBs 
(Station WABC) 


485 Madison Ave. 
Wickersham 2-2000 


William S. Paley, President. 

Edward Klauber, Executive V.-P. 

Sam Pickard, V.-P. 

Hugh Kendall Boice, V.-P. in Charge of 


Bales. 
Lawrence W. Lowman, V.-P. on Opera- 
Treasurer. 


tions and Secretary. 
M. R. Runyon, 
Karl Knipe, Sales Mer. 

illiam H. Engisn, Asst. Sales Mgr. 
Julius S. Seebach, Program Operations. 
Paul W. White, Publicity. 
Edwin K. Cohan, Technical Dir. 
Paul W. Kesten, Sales Research. 
John J. Karol, Market Research, 
John 8S. Carlisle, Production Mgr. 
Frederic P. Willis, Educational Dir. 
Julius Mattfeld, Music LAbrary. 
Hugh Cowan, Commercial Engineer, 
Ferrin Fraser, Editor, Continuity. 
Marion R. Parsonnett, Dramatic Dir. 
Herbert B. Glover, News Broadcasting. 
Ralph J. Wonders, Mgr.. Artists’ Bureau. 


WOR 


Bamberger Beostensting Service, Ine. 
1440 Broadway 
Pennsylvania 6-8383 


Alfred J. McCosker, Station Mgr. 
A. A. Cormier, Sales Mer. 
Walter J. Neff, Asst. Sales Mgr. 
Lewis Reid, Program Dir. 

George Shackley, Musical Dir. 
Robert I. Wilder, Press. 

Chief Engineer. 


WINS 


American Radio News 
114 58th St. 
Eldorado 5-6100 
Bradley Kelly, Station Mer, 
John S. Martin, Sales Mer. 
John McCormick, Program Dir. 
Harold Shubert, Production Mgr. 
Bernard Levitow, Musical Dir, 
George Wieda, Press. 


WMCA-WPCH 
Knickerbocker Broadcasting Co. 


Broadway at 53d St, 
Columbus 5-5660 


Donald Flamm, Pres. 

William Wiseman, V. P. 

Sidney Flamm, Sales Mgr. 

Fred W. Dyson, Bus. Mgr. 

Harry Carlson, WMCA Program Director. 
Bill Williams, WPCH Program Director. 
Capt. Robert S. Woods, Press. 

Jack Ricker, Studio Director. 

— Russ, Irving Selzer, Musical Direc- 


J. R. Poppele, 


Corp. 


Continuity. 
Chief Engineer. 


WLWL 


Universal Broadcasting Corp. 

415 59th St. 
Columbus 5-7030 

H. F. Riley, Dir. 

J. P. Kiernan, Business Mgr. 

R. W. Bjork, Sales Mar. 

George O'Brien, Program Dir. 

Rudolph Forst, Musical Dir, 

Joseph Deppe, Chief Engineer. 


Chicago 
NBC 
Merchandise Mart 
Superior 8300 
(Stations WENR—WMAQ) 


Niles Trammel, V.-P. in charge. 
P. G. Parker, Asst. Gen. Mer. 
Fred Weber, Station Relations Mar. 
‘John Whalley, Office Mer. 


= Pascoe, 
Frank Marx, 


“Roy Shield, Chief Musical Dir, 
C. 


L. Menser, Production Dir. 
A. W. Kaney, Program Mer. 
Alex Robb, Asst. Program Mgr. 
Sidney Strotz, Artists Mer. 
John Gihon, Continuity Editor. 
Frank Mullen, Dir. of Agriculture. 
Judith Waller, Educational Dir. 
Kenneth Carpenter, Sales Mar. 
William Hedges, Local Sales Mgr. 
I, E. Showerman, Sales Service Mer. 
E. C. Carlson, Sales Promotion Mer. 
Howard Luugens, Chief Engineer. 
M. W. Rife, Chief Field Engineer. 
B. R. Donges, Maintenance Mer. 
Ben Pratt, Public Relations Counsel. 
Al Williamson, Publicity Mer. 


CBS 


Wrigley Blidge. 
Whitehall 6000 


(Station WBBM) 


Leslie Atlass, V.-P. in cluarge. 
Feonard Erickson, Western Sales Mgr. 


Walter Preston, Program Dir. 
Bobby Brown, Gen. Production Mgr. 
Jeff King, Traffic and Office Mar. 
Harold Fair, Asst. Program Dir. 
Howard Neumiller, Musical Dir, 
William Cooper, Continuity Editor, 
Larry Fisk, Chief Engineer. 

Kelly Smith, WBBM Sales Mer 
Steve Trumbull, CBS Publicity Mer. 
Ruth Betz, WBBM Publicity Mer. 
Harlow Wilcox, Chief Announcer. 
Richard Elpers, Sales Promotion Mar. 
Arthur Wesner, Community Concert Mgr. 
McClure Bellows, CBS Concert Mgr. 


KYW 


Strauss Bldg. 
Wabash 4040 


Homer Hogan, Gen. Mar. 

Parker Wheatley, Production Mgr. 
Harold E. Bean, Asst. Production Mgr. 
Rex Maupin, Musical Director. 

H. EF. Randall, Chief Engineer. 
Utmer Turner, Publicity Dir. 


WCFL 


Furniture Mart 
Delaware 9600 


John Fitzpatrick, President. 

Edward N. Nockles, Gen. Mgr. 
Franklin Lundquist, Bus. Mer. 
Maurice Lynch, Treasurer. 

Phillip Friedlander, Production Dir. 
Eddie Hanson, Musical Dir. 
Howard Keegan, Chief Announcer. 
Maynard Marquardt, Chief Engineer. 


Pat Murphy, Publicity Dir, 
WJJD 
Palmer House 
State 6466 
Cc. A. Howell, Mer. 


R. R Kaufman, Commercial Mgr. 
David Capp, Program Dir. 
David Bennett, Musical Dir. 
Joe Allobough, Chief Announcer. 


WwLs 


1230 W. Washington 
Haymarket 7500 


Burridge Butler, President. 
Glenn Snyder, Gen. Mer. 

George Biggar, Program Mer. 

D. R. McDonald, Adv. Mar. 

Tom Rowe, Chief Engineer. 
Clementine Legg, Artists Mer. 
Hal O'Halloran, Chief Announcer. 
Harry Steele, Publicity Dir. 


WGN 


Drake Hotel 
Superior 0100 


W. B. McFarland, Gen. Mer. 
Quin Ryan, Station Mer. 
George Isaac, Commercial Mer. 
Edward Barry, Production Mer. 
Delos Owen, Musical Dir. 

Carl Myers, Chief Engineer. 
Frank Schreiber, Publicity Dir. 


WIBO 


Michigan-Wacker Bidg. 
Andover 5600 


Albert HE. Nelson, General Mgr. 
Lloyd G. Harris, Production Mgr. 
John Cerny, Musical Dir, 

James MacPherson, Sales Mer. 

H. V. FitzCharles, Chief HMngineer. 
Alice Tiplady, Publicity Dir. 


WGES 


128 N. Crawford 
Van Buren 8900 


Gene Dyer, Station Mer. 

Charles Lanphear, Production Mer. 
Joseph Brubaker, Chief Engineer. 
John Van, Musical Dir. 

Don Crosnor, Chief Announcer, 


Advertising Agencies 


Lord & Thomas—Henry Sellinger. 
J. Walter Thompson—Tom Luckenbill., 
Erwin-Wasey—William Weddell, 
McCann-Erickson—Fred Ibbett. 

N. W. Ayer—W. G. McGuire. 
Critchfleld—Frank Steel. 
McJunkin—O, H. Mcrris. 
BBD&O—George May. 
Blackett-Sample—Edwin Ayleshire. 
Henri Hurst McDonald—Art Decker. 


Los Angeles 


KHJ 


(Columbia Don Lee Broadcasting System) 
1076 West 7th Street 
Vandyke 7111 
Don Lee, President. 
Leo B. Tyson, Gen. Mer. 
C. Elisworth Wylie, Gen. Sales Mer. 


Raymond Paige, Musical and Program 
Dir. 
Paul Rickenbacher, Production Mer. 


Kenneth Niles, Asst. Prod. Mgr. 
Van C. Newkirk, Traffic Mer. 
Arthur J. Kemp, Asst. Adv. Mer. 
only). 


(KHJI 


| 





Commercial oe 
KFWB 


Sey wees 0315 
Gerald King. Gen. ar. 

Chester Mittendorf, Commercial Mam 
Se Sia Vaude Programs. 
Johnnie sharge 

Kay Van Riper, Charge Dramatie Prog. 


KNX 


Western Broadcasti 
Paramount Studios, Heltywoed 
Hempstead = 
a Cc Earl, Jr., Presiden 
Soonier Rogers, V.-P. ont oo. ge 
Carl B. Nissen, eo aA 
ee Cc. Ormiston, Super- 


i Lane, Program . 
Wilber Hatch, Musical 


KMTR 


R Radio 
943 No. Formosa, Holly weet 
Hillside 1161 
Reed EB. Callister, President. 
L. W. Peters, Gen. Mgr. 
Harold Horton, Prod. 
Salvatore Santaella, Musical Der. 


KGFJ 


1447 So. Figueroa Street 
Prospect 7780 


Ben & McGlashon, owner. 
Duke Hancock, Mgr. 
Fireside Broadcasting @e. 


KRKD 


S44 South Spring Street 
Madison 1176 


Frank Doherty, President, 

Vv. @. Gen. l 

Del Lyoa, Sales Mgr. 
KTM 


Broadcasting Ga 
214 So. Vermont 
Exposition 1341 


R lL. Rust. Sales Mgr 
Cc B. Juneau, Production Mew 
KFAC-KFVD 


Les Angeles Broadcasting Os 
@6 Mariposa Ave 


Om ter 1231 
BE I. Cord, President. 
Tom Brenneman, Gen. Mgr. 





San Francieco 


NBC 


(Stations KGO-KPO-KYA) 
Coast Divisica 


Saxton, Chief Enginees. 


Eien yd BE. Yod Paplicity’ Dir. 

Lio er, city 

Karl Shullinger, Dir. Artists Bureas, 

Jennings Pierce, Chief Announces, 
Mecodith Willson, _——— Dir. 

Cecil Underwood, Pro gr. 

Roy Frothingham, Sales Premetion Mer. 


KYA 


968 Market St. 
PRospect 3456 


Edward MeCallum, Station Mer. 
KFRC 


(on Lee-Columbia outle®® 
1000 Van Ness Ava 
PRospect 0100 
Fred Pabst, Don Lee Gen. M 
Harrison Holliway, Station 
William Wright, Prog. Dir. 
Welter Kelsey, Musical Dir, 


KJBS 
1880 Bush St. 
ORdway 4148 


Julius Brunton & Sons, Owners. 
Ralph Brunton, Mgr. 
Ralph Smith, Prog. Dir. 





CIVIC PRIDE 
San Francisco, Feb. 27. 


Home town pride has seized NBC. 
Network making free announce- 
ments daily over its KPO and KGO 
networks plugging the city’s loca- 
tion, parks, business, etc. 
Californians, Inc. supplying the 
network with brief slogans and an- 
nouncer reads ‘San Francisco's 
Golden Gate park is the largest 
man-made park in the world,’ et al, 
between time signals. 








Bureau of Information 


FOR 


Advertising Agencies 





service is gratis. 


be clarified. 











Advertising agencies and others in the field of radio, against 
any problem pertaining to the show business or broadcasting from 
a show angle, are invited to consult ‘Variety’ for information. This 
Mail communications will be answered promptly. 

Any show angles unfamiliar to the radio program directors of 
advertising agencies, and all others in the radio-show business, will 


Information particularly may be desired by radio talent buyers on 
the estimation of acts’ salary values, 
part of the information published in ‘Variety’ in the past as to the 
value of standard attractions for the stage, screen or radio. 

This entire free service is confidential, ‘Variety’ pledges none of 
the requests will be given publicity in print or otherwise. 


These wiii be forthcoming as 








Tuesday, February 28, 1933 
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Radio Leaders Change 





was there any identification made of 
Lennie Hayton with the stanza, 
though the young leader’s style of 
dansapation has caused consider- 
able comment in radio and musical 
circles. 

Pen Bernie has slipped from a 
previous location on the eighth 
level to No. 10, while Kate Smith 
has become a s0-so filler-in round- 
ing out radio's first dozen. 

Though each region shows that it 
had its own quota of heavy com- 
munity favorites, the comics holding 
national leadership in the composite 
summary were to be found, with 
rare exceptions, always among the 
first six in each district. Inference 
noted here {ts that comedy and its 
personalities are apparently in the 
ascendency and the main popular 
fixture of radio no matter what the 
segment of the country. 

In the East 


Latest summaries of ‘Variety's’ 
correspondents indicate that the 
eastern area is least inclined toward 
giving choice attention to local at- 
tractions. With few exceptions it 
is the chain entertainers who garner 
top favor near the Atlantic. Of the 
non CBS or NBC personalities and 
programs which seem to have 
drummed up a wide following in the 
east is Father Charles J. Coughlin 
with his Sunday homilies on cur- 
rent events. 

Listed among the first 26 leaders 
in Baltimore are two heart-to- 
heart-talk affairs, Home Town 


East 





Jack Pearl 

Eddie Cantor 

Ed Wynn 

Rudy Vallee Varieties 
Ben Bernie 

Amos ’n’ Andy 

Myrt and Marge 

Al Jolson 
Chesterfield 

Maxwell House Showboat 
N. ¥. Philharmonic 
Stoopnagle and Budd 











Philosopher and Lighted Window, 
while Pittsburgh is now giving spe- 
cial note to the revised Clicquot show 
because Rosey Roswell, its fast 
spieling yarn spinner, is included in 
the bill. 
Middle West 

In the middle west, and particular- 
ly the farm districts, the WLS Barn 
Dance, broadcast by the ‘Prairie 
Farmer’s’ Chicago outlet Saturday 
nights, still maintains its wide quo- 
rum of listeners. Also among the 
perennial faves out that way are 
Gene and Glenn, holding forth out 
of both WLW, Cincy, and WTAM, 
Cleveland. Chicago lists among its 
attention leaders a flock of kid shows 
such as ‘Little Orphan Annie,’ ‘Skip- 
py,’ Kellogg’s ‘Singing Lady,’ this 
trio regarded nationally as among 
the five top notch juve shows on the 
chains. Chicago also gives first and 





West Coast 





Jack Pearl. 

Ed Wynn 

Eddie Cantor 

Amos 'n’ Andy 
Happy-Go-Lucky Hour 
Richfield Reporter 

One Man’s Family 
Rudy Vallee’s Varieties 
Myrt and Marge 

Al Jolson 

Blue Monday Jamboree 
MJB Demi Tasse Revue 








second popularity spotting to two of 
its local originations, Amos ’n’ Andy 
and Myrt and Marge, respectively. 
Singled out for special rating in St. 
Paul are its own Whoopee John and 
Tina and Tim, while Ogden, Utah, 
figures that the Utah Buckaroos and 
the Vico and Pep program, with Al- 
bert Shepherd, violinist, equals about 
the best that the networks have to 
offer. Ogden also holds in high opin- 
ion Dr. John Edward Carver's daily 
inspirational music and talks broad- 
cast locally. 

On the Coast 


Out on the Coast the air picture be- 
comes a highly localized affair after 
siving in on Pearl, Cantor, Wynn, 
Amos 'n’ Andy and a few other chain 
luminaries, There the variety type of 
show rides high with such speci- 
mens as KF WB's Hi-Jinks, Happy- 
Go-Lucky Hour, the Blue Monday 








Jamboree, Merrymakers and the Op- 


(Continued from page 47) 


and English Coronets which hold 
high favor. 
Canada 

Canada adheres closely to the 
likes of U. S. fans but makes sub- 
stantial reservation for local favor- 
ites and retains its penchant for clas. 
sical music. Ottawa inclines strong- 
ly toward symphonies listing, in ad- 
dition to the N. Y. Philharmonic and 
CBS’ Sunday night concert with Er- 


Midwest 





Jack Pearl 

Eddie Cantor 

Ed Wynn 

Amos 'n’ Andy 

Myrt and Marge 

Ben Bernie 

Rudy Vallee Varieties 

Burns and Allen—Lombardo 

Gene and Glenn 

New York Philharmonic 

Al Jolson 

Paul Whiteman 
concerts) 


(Sunday 











nest Hutcheson, the Montreal Sym- 
phony. Out in Winnepeg they be- 
guile them with Charlie Herald's 
Round-Up Rangers, Van Russell's 
magic stories and Tito Fandos, a 
tenor of local repute, 

Opinions on the best listening 
hours reveal but minor differences. 
Consensus remains that between 7 
and 10 p. m. is the ace period al- 
though in the farm districts this 
holds true in the winter time but 
not in the summer when the tiller of 
the soil has to catch his early slum- 
ber. This summer time angle makes 
listening popular among the farmers 
between the hours of 6 and 7 a. m. 
when the latter return for breakfast 
and around noon when they come in 





| 





‘| deemed significant. 


for lunch. 


Figures on Pioneer 
Station May Have 
Influenced Can. Govt. 


Winnipeg, Feb. 27. 

Provincially owned government 
station here, CKY, recorded a net 
loss of $15,470 during the year 
which ended Nov. 20, 1932. <A reve- 
nue balance over expenditure of 
$2,433 is shown, but interest and de- 
preciation is a big factor in the loss. 

Artists’ fees jumped from $27,839 
in 1931 to $43,259 im 1932. Radio 
department salaries increased from 
$15,203 to $16,541. The revenue from 
advertising and other forms bear- 
ing broadcasting and license fees, 
amounted to $77,226, which amount 
was remitted to the legislature by 
Hon. W. J. Major, K. C., minister 
of telephones. The loss is attributed 
to greater expenditure on entertain- 
ment in line with the radio station's 
improved program. 

With Canadian radio going alto- 
gether government controlled, the 
troubles of operation of this pioneer 
gov. studio, from which possibly the 
idea and experiment was copied, are 
Another reason 
for the deficit is that business firms 








' ere do not show a strong outlay 





timistic Donut Hour. Also around 
the southern California area are a 


| couple of script shows, ‘Hon. Archie’ 


‘or radio advertising. 


seattle Firm Assumes 
Its 2d Station, KJR 


Seattle, Feb. 27. 

KOMO, operated since 1927 by 
Fisher Flouring Mills, has leased 
KJR with approval of the Federal 
Radio Commission. 

New transmitter to be built for 
KJR and one management to oper- 
ate both stations. Each is an NBC 
affiliation. 








JOHANSENS DIVORCED 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 

A divorce last December brought 
by Mrs. Gunnar Johansen against 
the NBC pianist has just been re- 
vealed. 

Property settlement effected out 
of court gave Mrs. Johansen $75 
monthly, Johansen also agreed to 
pay 25% of his earnings until she 


;remarries, if at all. 





CHI VET OFF 
Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Commonwealth Edison withdraws 
its sponsorship of ‘Air Juniors’ over 
WENR this week. One of oldest 
local commercials in town, program 
included Irma Glen and Everett 
Mitchell. 

Miss Glen is going to Florida for 
a@ vacation, 
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Pay of Air Talent in Theatres 
Irks Coast Artists and Stations 





Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Just how much of a radio artist's 
galary from theatre appearances 
belong to the station is a current 
Jocal topic irking all parties inter- 


ested. 

Situation has grown acute with 
the town nuts over air vaude pro- 
grams and resultant personal ap- 
pearances on stages. 

Performers’ viewpoint is that any 
outside earnings should be gravy 
for the artist. The station opera- 


tors’ attitude is that as they helped 
to popularize the artist, or the act, 
they should fit into the cream 
somewhere. 

It was such a controversy that 
brought about the walkout of the 
Columbia-Den Lee artists on the 
Happy-Go-Lucky hour, and it is 
also worrying other stations where 
an effort is being made to spot their 
acts In theatres. Viewpoint here is 
that the question must be settled 
before stage and radio can work in 
harmony. 

Charges Are Aired 


Tom Lee Artists’ Bureau, an ad- 
junct of the Lee coast chain, is in 
the thick of the present dispute be- 
tween artists and stations. Plenty 
of charges are being hurled by ra- 
dio entertainers that the bureau is 
trying to hog the works. 

Allegations are that the agency 
charges 20% commission of every 
artist before he can work at any 
of the Lee stations. This is denied 
by the bureau, which points out 
that almost all of the staff people 
at KHJ here, a Lee station, have 
signed five-year managerial con- 
tracts with the bureau, but that 


commission is not charged except 


for outside jobs. 

In every case where an artist 
leaves the staff the contracts have 
been torn up, it is stated. Also, it 
is shown that percentage charges 
for artists placed by the bureau 
have been in many cases 10%. 


The Lee stand on theatre dates 
for acts popularized by its stations 
is that the performers should play 
on a straight guarantee with any 
percentage cut to be at the discre- 
tion of the agency. 

Remedy Suggested 

Using the argument that the acts 
are needed on the stage because of 
popularity built up via the air, the 
bureau feels that it should be re- 
imbursed for the plugs given the 
Btage show op the air program. 
Contention is that the station should 
be paid on a scale commensurate 
with the charges made to outside 
advertisers, and that after such de- 
ductions are made from the stage 
profits then the artists should share 
in the profits but not before. 


Under the scheme outlined as a 
working basis for Coast stations 
an act’s work on the stage would we 
handled exclusively by the station 
or its bureau, with a nominal price 
paid the artist for this outside em- 
ployment. Whatever percentage ac- 
crues from the house dates would 
then go to the station, which would 
later give the artists an added slice. 


$75 Fee or No Music for 





Chair Warmers, Rules Soc. | 


jsets of entertainers in an increased 


Milwaukee, Feb. 27. 

Hotel lobby chair warmers and 
general loungers will have to do 
their loafing without radio accom- 
paniment from now on following 
action taken by the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors & Pub- 
lishers through its local attorney, 
Robert Hess. 

It is the contention of the society 
that playing of radios in hotel lob- 
bies represents public presentations 
of tune assemblers’ products and 
that an annual fee of $75 or more 
must be paid to the society before 
the lobby concerts can be resumed. 

With the present state of hotel 
trade there was no delay in remov- 
ing the radios from the lobbies; $75 
is a lot of maney. 


Ist Organ, 2d Fiddle 





Wilmington, Del., Feb. 27. 

Vic Caille, organist of WDEL, 
doubled at the console in his 
own wedding at Valley Forge, 
Pa., Wednesday (22). 

Played - his own specially 
written composition (Sonata 
No. 2, opus 9), then rushed 
around to the altar for the 
finale with Dorothy Caulk. 


Nick Kenny, N. Y. Tab’s 
Radio Columnist, in 
Fisticuffs with Maestro 


Nick Kenny, New York ‘Mirror’ 
radio columnist, broke loose with 
his dukes last week, with Harold 
Stern, band leader, at the other end 


of the match. Bout, which was 
staged at the swanky St. Moritz 
hotel, climaxed a series of counter 
burn-ups over what Kenny had 
printed about Stern and what Stern 
had allegedly told the ‘Mirror’ pub- 
lisher. 

What started it was a line run by 
Kenny in his column in which he 
remarked that Stern was going into 
the Biltmore March 1 as a substitute 
during Paul Whiteman’s layoff, 
Stern reproached Kenny for the 
‘substitute’ description and _  de- 
manded a correction. Stern has a 
year’s contract at the Biltmore. 

When after several days he got 
no action from Kenny, Stern took 
the issue to A. J. Kobler, the ‘Mir- 
ror’s’ publisher, and the next day 
the correction appeared in Kenny’s 

















column, 
About a Room 

In the exchange of remarks that 
preceded fisticuffs at the hotel Fri- 
day night (24) it developed that 
what touched Kenny most was 
something the bandman was alleged 
to have said about a room the 
columnist was allowed gratis on a 
permanent basis at the St. Moritz. 
Kenny accused Stern of telling 
Kobler that his columnist was tak- 
ing up the cudgels for his friend, 
S. Gregory Taylor, manager of the 
hotel, who was sore at Stern’s 
quitting on short notice. 

At Kenny’s invitation Stern 
walked out of the main dining room 
and with him went off to another 
dining room in the hotel to talk it 
over. Before he had a chance to 
state his side, according to the Stern 
version of what later happened, 
Kenny sailed into him and marred 
him up with a cracked schnozzle 
and a couple of cracked teeth. Stern 
repaired to a hospital for treatment 
and stayed there over night. 

Execs in the NBC artists bureau 
which booked Stern into the Bilt- 
more yesterday (27) were trying to 
get the bandman to forget about it, 
but Stern said he was determined 
to get a summons for Kenny’s ar- 
rest for assault and battery. But 
it still looks like a reconciliation. 





$5 PILL CO. EXPANDS 








| schedule, 





Chicago, Feb. 27. 
Willard Tablets, possibly the high- 
fest retail priced nostrum broadcast- 
jing, will have 12 periods of 15-min- 
utes each over WPBM and three 


The pills cost $5 a box. 

Gene and Charles Kreitsinger, 
Hugh Astinwall, and Jack and Judy 
alternate on a staggered set-up for 
the talent. 


APPLICATION a 


FILM ‘NOBODIES 
OVER RADIO STARS 


| 


Chicago Dailies’ Peculiar In- 
difference to Radio Per- 
sonalities When Arriving 
Contrasted with Space 
Given Hollywoodites— 
Few Radio People Get 
Much Attention from City 
Desks, but Radio Column- 
ists More Interested 





P. A. HEADACHES 





Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Years of meeting Hollywood trains 
has educated most of the city desks 
of the Chicago dailies as to who’s 
who among the film stars. But 
every time a radio star arrives to 
make a personal appearance, or for 
other reasons, it becomes painfully 
evident to everybody except the 
radio stars themselves that the city 
desk doesn’t know which one of 
the Mills Brothers is Groucho. 

Not only do newspaper reporters 
not Heten to radio programs, but 


CITY DESKS SNUB RADIO 
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Technocracy 





San Francico, Feb. 27. 
Ad agency men don’t go to 
shows any more. 
They drop in at NBC There's 
sure to be a Standard Oil au- 
dition going on. 


Benny, at $2,750, Is 
Jolson’s Successor; 
2d Top Radio Salary 


Jack Benny at $2,750 a week (six 
programs) is Al Jolson’s successor 


on the Chevrolet program over NBC. 
Commences next Friday (3). Jol- 
son, with six more weeks to go on 
his contract, finished last Friday. 

While saving $2,250 a week in 
talent costs, the difference between 
Benny’s salary and Jolson’s $5,000, 
Benny at $2,750 will still be getting 
the second highest straight salary 
in radio, topped only by Ed Wynn's 
$5,000 from Texaco. Benny must 
supply the weekly material at no 
extra recompense. Eddie Cantor 
gets $2,500 and $750 extra for ma- 
terial, 

With the comedian on the G. M. 
show will be Mrs. Benny (Mary 

















they yawn right in the face of 10,000 
fan letters a week. Their lack of 
respeet is disconcerting, especially 


when they arrive late and without a 
photographer because the city desk 
didn’t think the arrival rated a pic- 
ture. Of course, the radio column- 
ists are well bred and know how 
low to bend according to the latest 
popularity polls, but they can’t al- 
together square their so-what 
brothers of the city desk. 

Press agents opine that the odds 
for landing a picture in the dailies 
of an important radio star as 
against a comparative nonentity 
from Hollywood are 4/1 in favor of 
the film unknown. This can be ac- 
cepted for what it’s worth but, per- 
haps, not without a hint of value. 
Meanwhile, the radio stars who 
carry tape measures to compute 
their free space are frequently sar- 
castic about the competence of the 
press agents. 

They Love Ht 


Im general, radio stars are hard 
to exploit, though in partial com- 
pensation to the exploiters they are 
usually willing to co-operate. Espe- 
cially if # means being called upon 
to sing a song at some cafe, Radio- 
ites working for the most part in 
studios are applause starved. They'll 
stay up all night to be introduced 
from a table. They also have a 
macabre love of hospitals and en- 
tertaining invalids, a praiseworthy 
practise that it would be catty to 
suggest has any connection with 
the fact that it frequently makes 
the rotogravure. 

It might be argued that the city 
desks’ snubbing of radio stars points 
to a very wide margin which still 
favors the screen as a universal 
entertainment media, Almost any- 
one could probably name 25 or 30 
picture actors offhand, but how 
many outside of confirmed fans 
could get beyond Amos ’n’ Andy, 
Ed Wynn, and three or four others 
in radio? 

Chicago, because of its geograph- 
ical position, comes into contact 
with the stars of Hollywood more 
than any other city except Holly- 
wood and New York. The dailies 
recognize the news value of these 
comings and goings and regularly 
detail interviewers and  photog- | 
raphers. But when radio stars, | 








New Philadelphia, O., Feb. 2 

Application of the WNPD com- 
pany here for a permit to construct 
a radio statio2 operating on 850 
kilocycles with 50-watts power dis- 
missed by the Federal Radio Com- 
mission at Washington. 

Commission set March 22 for oral 
arguments on a permit to operate 
on 550 kilocycies with 650-watte and 
an additional 500 for experimental 


| pur poses. 


| to support the theory that adver- 


supposedly the idols of millions, ar- | 
rive in town they’re given minimum 
mention and seldom any art, 


No Animus 
Inquiry fails to establish evidence | 


tising angles are responsible for 
the city desk attitude. Apparently 
no order has ever been issued not 
to mention Kate Smith because La | 


Livingstone). Latter teamed with 
her husband on the former Canada 
Dry program. Benny was set in the 
Jolson spot by Morrison & Winkler. 


Two Bills Chargmg Networks Are 
Monopolies Introduced in Cong:ess 


‘ 


Washington, Feb. 27. 


Rumors in official circles that the 
major chains were on the verge of 
congressional in estigation in the 
House were followed by introduc- 
tion of two bills calling for special 
committees to investigate monopoly 
charges against NBC and CBS. 


Rep. Louis T. McFadden, Repub- 
lican, Penn., requested estaPlish- 
ment of committee of five to de- 
termine whether NBC is diverting 
its earnings to meet management 
losses of RCA. McFadden holds 
that NBC is deriving its income 
from licenses granted by the Fed- 
eral Radio Commission and any 
such income shoull be used in fur- 
ther development of radio service 
in ‘public interest, convenience and 
necessity’ as specified in the radio 
act. 

Artist Bureaus, Too 

McFadden further claims that 
nets derive ai disporportionate 
share of total earnings of broadcast- 
ing in comparison to their owner- 
ship of or service to total number 
of stations. Preamble to the bill 
claims nets are using radio privi- 
leges to develop artist bureaus 
which are in competition with other 
interests lacking such concessions, 

Other resolution, 
Rep. Hampton P. Fuller, Democrat, 
S. C., is direct accusation that chain 
monopoly is not giving labor and 
education square deal. Neither bill 
will probably not get on floor this 
session, but will be reintroduced 





next session. 


introduced by’ 





‘italian Campagna’. 


dramer, ‘Fu Manchu,’ 


package) is told in what seems 
adjectives, mostly effusive. 


The Advertising Angle 


(Commentary on the negative aspects of radio merchandising and 
ballyhoo for sales. Where the ad end is well handled it requires : 
no affirmative commendation or comment, It’s only when advertis- 
ing aspects of commercial broadcasts seem to lack that showmanly 
manner that ‘Variety’ will call it to attention.) 





This advertiser has two programs, the one 
in Chicago being its Monday night Chinese goosepimple melo- 
of well-defined popularity, 
there can hardly be any argument that the sponsor takes greedy 
advantage of its followers’ good nature in the plugs. 
much wordiness, windiness, and weariness. Descriptions of mani- 
fold virtues of the vanishing cream, stressing of its cheapness, the 
technique of application (properly a matter for printing on the 


A second sock at the tail of the pro- 
gram concerns the so-called ‘household dispenser,’ 
bathrooms that is hard to visualize from the description. 


despite which 


These run to 


like a few thousand well-chosen 


a gadget for 
It’s yours 





for two empty cartons worth 60c each, or one carton and a dime. 
It is an amazing commentary on radio that cats in bags can thus 
be sold. Advertising angle throughout this program ie definitely 
a case of taking advantage, to the hilt, of the public’s willingness 
to stand for a lot in return for some entertainment. 

‘Barbasol’. Contests, or methods for qualifying in them, are apt 
to be as complicated as a Rube Goldberg mousetrap. Barbasol 
gives away two things. First, a Pontiac automobile, something 
that few people would despise. Second, and incongruous for a 
shaving cream, a Tefra refillable toothbrush. To get the tooth- 
brush it is necessary to enclose a second message in your com- 
munication about the automobile which must be a blurb anent 
Barbasol written on the Indianapolis flap of an empty carton, or a 
facsimile thereof, and sent not later than a certain date to Singing 
Sam in Indianapolis. You’ve got to want that Pontiac pretty 
badly to figure it out. But America is currently ga-ga over jigsaw 
puzzles, so maybe it’s all really clear. However, some folks will 
find it terribly foggy. 

‘Lady Esther’ is a cosmetic devoted to the possibly sound psycho- 
logical dictum that fear is a potent instrument of advertising copy. 
Fear is here employed against the other fellow’s product. No names 
mentioned of course. But a careful spreading of the idea that the 
other fellow isn’t above poisoning America’s complexions by cheap 
or harmful chemicals and that safety alone resides with Lady 
Esther, An advertising approach which depends for its success 
upon rapping the rival product might seem to leave the door open 
for retaliatory missiles. Fear campaigns are, of course, not new. 
Body odor, halitosis, and kindred phobias in advertising copy have 
been deliberately fostered for years unto a point where children 
joke about them. On the positive side Lady Esther claims an ap- 
plication makes the skin two or three shades lighter. 

‘Three Minute Oats’, sponsor of the kid program, ‘Secret Three’, 


has started to use that unbusinesslike, undignified, unpardonable, 
but apparently effective advertising argument, ‘our fate is in your 
hands’, Other advertisers have lately been guilty of this self-pity- 
ing bleat. It’s the essence of hokum because the threat isn’t even 
on the level. Does eloquence have to be wasted on the proposition 
that the merits of a product are not honestly nor intelligently sold? 
Or by threatening +o deprive kids of their radio thrills unless the 
kids pester their parents into buying the product? That is pre- 


cisely what this advertiser is saying, and regardless of possible 
sales stimulation resulting from such mendicant technique, it’s a 
pretty sorry comment in and of itself. 





@Continued on page 64) 
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50 VARIETY 
‘CHICKIE’ |CRIMINAL COURT 
With Irene Wicker, Jack Daley,| Dramatic Sketch 


Cornelia Osgood, Marie Nelson, 
William Farnum, Vincent Cole- 
man, Tom Shirley 


NEIGHBORS 

With Effie Shannoa 
Serial Skit 
Sustaining 

WEAF, New York 


Sustaining 
WMCA, New York 


material 





Inside Stuff—Radio 
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r culle rom actual court records, - ip Vil- er . ; 
oat ott ¢ ) etu co ment based on her Friendship Vil When George Engels stepped in as head of the NBC Artists Service 
’ icago |these Sunday evening half-hour | lage’ stories, Zona Gale makes her ar all hie concert management contracts ex 

Sex, as such, has been little ex-/|qramatizations make for shoddy | @ebut in radio and judging from the | he transferred to the network all SS ee at ———— 
ploited on the air. Therein radio | ——— a — F . ” | initial program (24) NBC has some-| cept one, and that omission was Paderewski. It at ns that among 
remains the chaste muse with such | ™*!odrama. It's crude stuff all the | thing here that should attract a/the spare few concert names still drawing is the Polish pianist. But 
romance as it has presented in| Way unto script preparation, acting | strong literary following in addition | npc nets nothing from Paderewski’s current tour, which has been hold- 
script programs mm omitting ;and direction, La, eggs ed yn mage on rier 4 ing up nicely compared to his American itinerary of a year ago. All 
pe beam ty his toes eons thee Authority cited as responsible for | jjiece of continuity writing of its | Pilling matter pertaining to Paderewski advises that he is under the di- | 
if an attempt is made to secall © | digging up the incidents is John B. /kind NBC has added a crack cast | rection of George Engels’ with no reference made to the NBC Artists / 
single kiss upon the radio. Kiss- | Golden, at one time an assistant On | centered around Effie Shannon. Service. 
ing, plentiful on the screen and | the Nes werk nea gr lage por Retained in the air version, in Traveling with the pianist at the present time, as his agent, is L. J, 
stage, is never heard and almost |torney’s staff. Those of his cases/ which Marion DeForest, who play- Fitzgerald, who was recently succeeded by Sidney Strotz as manager 
never mentioned over the air WMCA has so far selected for mike | wrote ‘Erstwhile Susan,’ contributes zgerald, oe he “tt, pe “ 

‘ . Y ei “ ee. be _ |re-enactment dip into the mangy/a dialoging hand, is the Gale insight of NBS’s Artists Service branch in Chicago. Uncerstood that Engels 
a "Sandie auaaie y hes elegy bite |side of human character and con-|and observations on the small-town. | will find a place for Fitzgerald in the artists’ bureau's New York division 
realism than has heretofore. been |auct. Their bald recital leaves any- | Each character is projected through | when the Paderewski tour concludes, 
typical. And therein lies its best | tins. but a pleasant taste. They/the mike with deft strokes of in- | “ 
chance of. hewing a place for itself |may be authentic cases, but they’re| dividuality that impress as close to pr 
in the radio landscape. ‘Chickie, |"°t $004 general radio entertain-|the real thing and make for easy Broadcasters’ decision to bankroll their own performing rights outfit, 
it will be remembered by those who|™ent. This particularly goes if| identification as the situations un-| +) phe known as the Radio Program Foundation, recalls experiment with 
ae Sinai, SRemeat papers, as a por ae the juvenile mind among | roll. Odec. a similar organization by the motion picture theatre owners about 10 
serial dealing with the younger | the lsteners. SENG egg ‘ears ago. Theatre men at the time got Henry Watterson to set up the 

‘HORSE SENSE PHILOSOPHY’ |° vd 


generation of petters through the 
eyes of a heroine designed to strike 
a responsive chord in every Wool- 
worth shopgirl’s sympathies. 

It is indeed somewhat remark- 
able that radio hasn't gone into the 


Seems that radio has reached the 
point of filling in the void in case 
the growing generation misses out 
on any of the ‘facts’ of life in its 
tabloid reading. What the network 
crime dramas overlook the indie 
outlets take care of with their own 


Sketch 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 
A new feature, and one off the 
beaten track, is this 15-minute Sun- 





day evening item in which Andrew 


Tax Free Music Bureau, Inc., with the same purpose of building up a 
catalog free from ASCAP control. 

Around $80,000 was appropriated for the purpose and after 10 months 
of operation and an expenditure of $20,000, the project was completely 
abandoned, 
































not sound unusual, but his person- 
ality and style of talking are dif- 
ferent from those of the average 
male cooking expert heard via radio. 
Instead of the hearty, masculine 
manner they affect—probably to 
take the curse off what is consid- 
ered, in this country, a woman’s job 
—this chap features a _ cultured, 
clipped-tone style of talking with a 
dash of personality. 

He may be a ‘culinary artist of 
international repute,’ as announced, 
and cooking may have been his 
‘hobby for 20 years,’ as he states, 
but he doesn’t speak like one whose 
livelihood depends upon a knowl- 
edge of what to do with biscuit 
dough. Rather he suggests a young 
man who might be a ‘class’ an- 
nouncer or the graduate of a bet- 


ter-grade university. The Chef 
talks, or reads, rapidly though 
clearly. Voice is easy on the ear 


and he uses the first person pronoun 
frequently. Plenty of advertising 
on this program. Jaco. 


‘LOG OF THE HELL SHIP’ 
With Mrs. Wallace Reid 
Serial 

Sustaining 

KMTR, Hollywood 


Mrs. Wallace Reid makes her air 
debut in this program by Norton S. 
Parker. Period holds promise for the 
serial hounds who currently form a 
big percentage of the dial twisters 
hereabouts. 


Mrs. Reid had previously been 
spotted in one ether sketch, but, de- 
spite a little nervousness in this 


,wfirst chapter, she is most acceptable 
in her current medium. 

Serial is booked as a sequel to 
‘Hell Ship Bronson,’ also by Parker, 
which was once filmed by Columbia 
Pictures. Motif is the blood and 
thunder of Singapore and similar 
points, search for pearl beds, mys- 
terious kidnapings and double deal- 
ings. 

First installment carries logical 
suspense and the reading is better 




















itself with a censorship problem, too. 
Production of this former assist- 
ant d. a.’s_ recollections combine 
court procedure with the flashback 
idea. A witness takes the stand 
and his testimony is projected 
through a series of dramatized bits. 
There’s a summation by both the 
defendant's counsel, the prosecution 
and the judge's charge to the jury. 
Listeners, as the jury, are then 
asked to send in their verdict. 
Regularly assigned as the prose- 
cutor in the cast is A. L. Alexander, 
this station’s chief announcer. Re- 
sults hint he should stick to an- 
nouncing. Charles Martin is given 
continuity and producer credits. 
Odec. 


MJB DEMI-TASSE REVUE 
With Peter B. Kyne, Ted Fio Rito’s 

Orch, Tommy Harris, Ernie Smith 
COMMERCIAL 
KGO, San Francisco 

M. J. Brandstein Coffee Co. has 
been experimenting with its Demi- 
Tasse Revue, a Monday night half 
hour over the NBC Coast hookup. 
A new talent lineup went on a 
month ago and wasn’t entirely sat- 
isfactory, so the coffee firm and its 
agency, Lord & Thomas, obtained 
Peter B. Kyne at a reputed price of 
$500 per broadcast. Looks like MJB 
isn’t quite through experimenting 
yet. 

Kyne, who lives and does most of 
his scribbling around these parts, is 
a swell writer, but he’s not a radio 
performer. His stint consisted of 
two yarns, running over three min- 
utes each. One concerned a Peru- 
vian national hero, the other a mag- 
nanimous physician. Each packed 
considerable human interest, but 
Kyne’'s delivery was faltering, un- 
certain, and left plenty to be de- 
sired. Same. affliction troubled 
Ernie Smith, doing the commercial 
announcements. 

Show was all the Fio Rito band 
and Tommy Harris. St. Francis 





than usual in local dramatic efforts. 
Cast includes Ed Brady, picture 
actor; Louis Merrill, Carl Frederick 
and Baron Von Egerty. Mrs. Reid 
has the femme lead. 

Only competitive drawback as 
regards other local thrillers is that 


hotel dance outfit did a neat job of 
orchestrating, and Muzzy Marcel- 
lino handled the vocals nicely. 
Program builders have wisely 
tossed overboard the _ imitations 
Tommy Harris was doing when the 





this is a weekly affair. Most of the! 
popular cliff hangers are daily pro- | 
grams. Stan. 


=e & « — - : ~ + 


new program first went on. Harris 


is now a straight warbler and dis- 
plays salesmanship. B 


ock 


. 


A. in particular. Kelly, a resident 
of an Adirondack Mountain town, 
plays Dooley, proprietor of a coun- 
try store. He discusses matters 
with Danny, an impetuous youth 
who drops in for a bit of gabbing 
and enlightenment. 

Occasionally Dooley talks with 
Danny in a lighter vein, on love, 
etc., but most of his discussion is on 
weightier questions such as unem- 
ployment, overproduction, the use 
of credit. Dooley analyzes and ex- 
plains these problems in everyday 
language, making use of homely il- 
lustrations to drive home his points. 

Kelly speaks with a brogue and 
generally makes Dooley a convinc- 
ing character. The chap who does 
Danny is an excellent feeder and 
foil. Scripts are well prepared, al- 
though they occasionally reveal 
minor inconsistencies. Jaco. 


MARLBORO BAND 
Ray Paige’s Orch., Sam _ Coslow, 

Bill Goodwin 
COMMERCIAL 
15 Mins. 
KFRC, San Francisco 

First ciggie account to go on a 
western network is Marlboro, 20c 
smoke which is advancing in the 
face of price slashing and extensive 
advertising by the pop _ priced 
brands. Program comes from KHJ, 
Los Angeles, basic unit of the Don 
Lee chain. 

Ray Paige’s band is a 26-piece 
studio combo directed by the same 
maestro that did a symphony at 


Hollywood Bowl last season. Sam 
Coslow, songsmith, handles’ the 
lyrics. Announcements by Bill 


Goodwin, who has a pleasing, sin- 
cere style. 

Quarter hour is leisurely, steer- 
ing away from hot lyrics, etc., but 
making an evident play for the 
femmes with romantic and heart 
throb tunes. It's on at 9 p.m., Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, and 
pretty much without competition. 

Bock. 





Lil Murphy’s Auditions 
Worcester, Mass., Feb. 27. 
Lillian Murphy has been audi- 
tioning embryo ether performers 
weekly since the first of the year 
over WTAG. So far two pianists 
and a group of ‘mountaineers’ have 





made the grade, 





io. flapper thing before. Its heroines 
i have been goody-goody, colorless,| versions. Unless they exert some! Kelly philosophizes on problems of ; de 
and prim. ‘Chickie,’ of course, is| marked discretion, the old reaction|the world in general and the eco- One of the mysteries confronting candidates picked for an audition 
i going to get a sugar-coating. It is apt to set in and radio will find | nomic ones now besetting the U. S./ pefore the NBC program board is who is meant by the ‘p. b.’ The net- Cha 
i ll daar f —— Be stn work execs and department heads supposed to tune in when an act's Stoc 
; anes oumaiiol nail aol Seadaiee tle e ° ° hearing is designated by the ‘program board’ are: a 
£ realism “with conventional sweet- Radio Protective Materi e t John Royal, v. p. in charge of programs; Phillips Carlin, asst. program Hill, 
f ness of motive. ‘More’ sinned e director; Walter Preston, in charge of the musical end of programs; atan 
Hi against than sinning’ is obviously Bertha Brainard, supervisor of commercial programs; Burke Boyce, con- E 
, the keystone of his narrative. tinuity editor; William S. Rainey, dramatic productions; Harold Kemp, sidy 
it Marmola, pills to make fat gals ’ j 3 > sale 
skinny, is anheaameis the pan gm Similar to ‘Variety’s’ Protective Material Dept. for vaudeville, » rear Chota Aude Guntiny Waetenes be SERS Gus Sr Sap Sree the eles thos 
presently limited to WBBM though and for long an institution in the stage show business, ‘Vareity’ P ~ part 
a network possibility. Marmola again offers its facilities, gratis, for the protection of radio mate- had 
ee — — rial. NBC Artists Service now has a permanent arrangement with Standard grat 
chek elke By tes a me die. Radio scripts, ideas and all material for broadcasting purposes || Brands and its agency, J. Walter Thompson, for the submitting of acts She 
cretion and a smart use of words. may be registered free with ‘Variety’ at its main office in New || for the Fleischman Thursday night variety show. Auditions for the sinc 
Frankly intended to skirt the York. Registration carries no charge or obligation whatsoever. account are held Tuesdays, candidates being picked from those given a Se 
danger zone without ever quite be- Receipt of such material for registration establishes a means for hearing at the Monday night finals staged weekly for reps of the net- wer 
ing irrevocably naughty, the Blocki priority claims in the event of future disputes over gags, continui- || Work’s various departments. mai 
yarn becomes what is possibly the ties, etc. It operated that way for vaudeville and was considered From the first such contingent given an ear by Standard Brands and nett 
Girnciahr tote onlen _ bn A weed by this paper as a free service. Scripts and ideas must be very the agency, Lita Grey Chaplin was booked for a one-time appearance on oe. 
_._ of pulpwood, serials, novels, and brief and limited to 500 words. Identity of the author must be the Fleischmann Thursday night affair. poe 
“moving pictures. Blocki cooks up known in the show business or known to members of the ‘Variety’ y 
his tripe with piquant sauces to staff. . AES 
ying its os cere, which in Radio manuscripts, placed in sealed envelopes, are thus regis- Spelling bees, once a popular pastime, are ciicking over WBEN in nel 
any event would probably not be tered. ‘Variety’ reserves the right to open any envelopes at any Buffalo. They are promoted by the Buffalo ‘Evening News,’ which owns that 
detected po A vee to whom the time to establish any phase of the legitimacy of the contents, al- the station. a 
program will no doubt appeal. though it is otherwise not concerned with the contents or outcome Paper rounds up three teams of six persons each, usually representa- last 
BM rage, Pim = i oe Lm of any disputes. Likewise, the right, if the sender is not known in tives of societies, clubs, etc., for a Monday evening contest. An edi- 
ture of the younger generation the show business, to at once open the envelope to ascertain if con- torial man acts as spell-leader and announcer combined, while promi- 
struggling with the impulses of ‘tents are sent in good faith or to act as a pseudo claim later on, nent locals do the judging. In the spell down tha first to miss gets 18 
adolescence. It has been nicely cast if a duplication should appear on the air or elsewhere. If deciding points, the next 17, etc. Team with the lowest score wins. This is the $ 
and presented. A prophecy of suc- material has not been sent in good faith, it will not be accepted by second year the spelling bees have gotten over in Buffalo. 
cess can be made for it without too ‘Variety’ for registration. A; 
great foolhardiness. Land, The advantage of this registration of material is to expedite dif- Po ? nigh 
ferences and arguments over ideas, gags and material. In the Chain time spots which have been filled by a more or less successful didn 
‘THE MYSTERY CHEF’ vaudeville field these arbitrations with the sid of ‘Variety’ meant || Prosram over a long stretch are highly regarded at a premium by the the | 
COMMERCIAL that many cases were kept out of the courts and more speedily advertising trade. Networks have little difficulty obtaining successors - Yor! 
WGY, Schenectady adjudicated by an intra-trade board. after these honors have been vacated. Case in point is the 10 p. m. EST is n 
Davis Baking Powder Co. airs, Unperformed, like unpublished manuscripts, can’t be copyright- niche on NBC's red (WEAF) network which the Essex and Hudson O1 
but does not uncloak, the ‘Mystery|] protected. Thus, this registration affords an author with a num- || ™akers grabbed the week after Lucky Strike had withdrawn. was 
Chef’ for 15 minutes, two mornings ber of ideas to register these with ‘Variety’ as a means for the Trade feels that such programs have built up an established audience mat 
Denote siete et tay Tsong bss ge establishment of some premise of priority. and that the commercial successor has that advantage at the start. 
ms m , the recipes do 





Unique angle in Washington, D. C., is the way WOL, 100-watter, has 
worked up a monopoly on a.m. attention. Outlet runs phonograph 
records exclusively with spot announcements and the correct time every 
five minutes. Housewives, and even business men with sets in their 
offices, tune in to set their clocks or watches. 

NBC and CBS stations admit the one-lunger has the morning audience 
pretty well wrapped up, with network household hints and cooking 
recipe affairs unable to make much of a dent here. 





CBS’ unloading of a slew of sustaining shows on current schedules will 
include the Walter Smith band concert out of Boston Sunday evenings 
and the Arabasque affair, which in recent months has been limited to 
the Dixie link. Also folding is the literary America’s Grub Street Speaks 
with Thomas Stix. . 


Network’s program department has in line the features to replace 
the eliminations but is awaiting the final okay from exec higher-ups. 





Looks as though the air split between George Oisen and Ethel Shutta 
is permanent. Both figure that Miss Shutta can do better going it alone, 
NBC Artists Service is now offering her to commercials on that basis. 


Most that Olsen could get for his wife was $500 additional when work- 
ing with the band. But mostly on the strength of the missus’ air popu- 
larity Olsen netted $5,000 both on New York and Washington theatre 
dates. 





Despite the heavy pruning given the payroll at CBS last week, broad- 
casting trade expects that network to have little trouble weathering the 
spring and summer season, even if it turns out tough, because of the 
huge cash reserve accrued the past three years, 


Columbia hasn't as yet released its financial report for 1932, awaiting 
the return from vacation of W. C. Runyan, comptroller. 





H. B. Thomas, sales manager of the Centaur Cu., makers of Castoria, 
is in Frisco from Varick, N. Y., listening to NBC’s broadcast of Cas- 
toria’s serial, ‘Dr. Dick.’ 

Once weekly program, giving away household hints, has been leading 
in Coast network's fan mail for the past month. Account has added all 
of the NBC Coast stations to the hookup. 





A commercialized demonstration was put over by WKY, Oklahoma 
City, in which a four-way remote split was devised. Vocal trio and 
orchestra were used. 

One singer sang from the Oklahoman building, a second was at a 
funeral parlor, and the third was in the WKY studio. Ted Mack's or- 
chestra, from the Skirvin hotel, furnished the accompaniment. 





First Coast radio act to have haberdashery named after them is Frank 
Watanabe and the Honorable Archie, KNIX standbys. 

Exclusive downtown men’s -store is offering the ‘Honorable Archie 
Shirt’ and the ‘Frank Watanabe Tie,’ carrying pen sketches of the pair 





in newspaper ads boosting the goods. 























Tuesday, February 28, 1933 


RADIO 


A | 


VARIETY 








, ——————____ 





' (BS CUT IS DUE 
TO EXPECTED | 
AD DROP 


In anticipation of a flock of com- 
mercial cancellations taking effect 
in March and April William SS. 
Paley, CBS prez, has put this web’s 
sustaining artist list and the home 
office personnel through ao. stiff 
pruning. Notices were handed to 
gome 30 persons in the sales, pro- 
duction, program and publicity de- 
partments. The clipping among the 
artists affected practically every 
one not tied to a commercial pro- 
gram. 

Among the sustaining entertainers 
are Ben Alley, Artell Dixon, the 
Funny Boners and Helen Nugent, 
Outside of Morton Downey, under 








a year’s guarantee contract, those 


Renewals 


Standard Oil of N. J. has. 
besides the Marx Brothers 
stanza, renewed for the Charlie 
Chan series on NBC and the 
concert program on CRBS Tues- 
day nights. All contracts 
for another 13 weeks. 

General Mills has made it an 
additional 52 weeks for the 
3etty Crocker morning stanza 
on NBC, 

F. W. Fitch starts plugging 
its shaving cream March 5 
over a four-station midwest 
CBS hookup with a musical 
show out of the Chicago 
studios. Towns included in ad- 
dition to Chi are Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis, and Waterloo, Ia. 

Jo-Cur wave set will do 13 
more weeks on CBS Sunday 
afternoons over 16. stations. 
Same cosmetic combne, Affili- 
ated Products, has Albert 
Bartlett’s orchestra taking up 
the preceeding quarter hour on 
CBS to plug Kissproof lipstick. 


are 





Gov't Gives 3-Question 
Alburtis a Tough One 


| To Answer; Mail Charge| 





el 


| San Francisco, Feb. 27. 

Postal inspectors this week put 
the onus on Alburtis, radio seer, and 
packed Alburtis and an assistant, 
V. E. McIntyre, off to Albequerque, 
N. M., on charges of using mails to 
defraud. 

Alburtis, who in private life is J. 
R. Randolph, was last on KOB in 
the New Mexico city. He promised 
via radio to answer three questions 
on any subject for $1. 

Last year he was on KF'WI with 


City Desks Snub Radio 





(Continued from page 49) 


| Palina cut its lineage. Indeed 

| is pooh-poohed as fantastic, when | 

| suggested that newspaper prejudice , 

|against rado would go that far. | 

| As a matter of fact it is generally 

' felt that any newspaper grudge | 
against radio isn’t very tangible 
in Chicago where all the dailies 


are aifiliated with a station. 
Apparently radio personalities get 





| 
the same gag and was responsible 





license. 


this | 


| such meagre news attention bee 
cause the city desks don’t know one 
i from the other (speaking broadly) 
and because they haven't yet been 


| persuaded that the reading public 
wants radio gossip apart from the 
regular departmentalized stuff. 


| most of the midwestern cities such 
as Milwaukee, Detroit, St. Louis 
and Omaha are correspondingly 
lukewarm toward radio personali- 
| ties as spot news, However, this 
works in reverse ratio as apparent- 


| 
As near as can be ascertained 
| 


for that station nearly losing its | ly the smaller towns are more re=- 


i ceptive. 














retained were Barbara Maurel, 
Charles Carlile and Betty Barthell. 
Stoopnagle and Budd, and on the 
news broadcasting end Edwin C. 
Hill, whose contract on the Socony 
stanza has eight weeks to go. 

Economy axe also took in three 
announcers, John Mayo, Mark Cas- 
sidy and Carlyle Stevens. Among 
those affected in the production de- 
partment was Minnie Blauman, who 
had charge of arranging the pro- 
grams for the sustaining warblers, 
She had been with the network 
since its organization, 

Several of the dropped artists 
were given the alternative of re- 
maining on a non-salary basis, the 
network to slip them in on sustain- 
ing periods when available and to 
continue, submitting them to com- 
mercials, 

As to the pruning of staff person- 
nel explanation given by Paley was 
that it either had to be that or a 
general slashing of salaries. Net- 
work put through a coin cut of 15% 


not renew with 
after March 27, or for Pontiac with 
CBS (Stoopnagle and Budd) which 
winds up its initial 13 weeks March 
Motor cvembine previously no- 
tified NBC that Oldsmobile will call 
it quits April 1, 


23, 


G-M TO BUNCH 
INTO 1-HR. SHOW 


Intention vf General Motors is to 
withdraw all air programs specific- 
ally connected with 
subsidiary firms and substitute a 
weekly one-hour variety show. This 
will have guest stars, changing on 
each program, with the Paul White- 
man unit the permanent orchestral 
background, 
This G. M. plan means that it will 
NBC for Buick 





its 


various 


| BEE EEE PERS PEEL CR 
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OPENING 


At the 


Biltmore Hotel 


New York City 


Tomorrow (MARCH 1) 


(Formal Opening Tuesday March 7) 


After Two and Half Years 


last summer. 


Chi CBS Not Axed 








Chicago, Feb. 2%. ° 


Commercially the hour program 
G. M. has in mind will be split into 
four parts. Plug on the first quar- 
ter hour will be of the institutional 
sort, the remaining blurb insertions 











Axe expected for the past fort- 
night among Columbia employes 
didn’t fall here last week. Whether 
the reported epidemic of outs in New 
York is to be extended to Chicago 
is not reported. 

One salesman was let out but this 
was described as a purely local 











being divided among Oldsmobile, 
Buick and Pontiac. 





| 


YANK WRITER POPULAR 


JAP RADIO FEATURE. 





matter. 
= One of the best-known radio 
artists In Japan is Burton Crane, 
American newspaperman on the 
‘Japan Advertiser,’ English daily in 
Tokyo, and correspondent for 
American newspapers, including 
Morton A. Milman ‘Variety. Having mastered the 
circle 7-2525 §| Japanese language, Crane’s record- 
-2580 fT! ings in the native tongue are big 











CHARLES 
ALTHOFF 


Variety, New York 

















VINCENT SOREY 


Gauchos Program 


And Many Other Superior Programs 
CBS Sunday 11 P. M. WARBC 











“SWEETHEARTS OF THE AIR” 
MAY SINGHI PETER 


BREEN and DE ROSE 


ENTERING 10TH YEAR OF RADIO 
Met. NBC Artists’ Bureau 














156 WEST 44th ST., NEW YORK 
SUPERIOR COLORED TALENT 
For Radio and Stage, Building Acts, Re- 
vues, Orchestrating and Arranging, Lessons in fj 
all types of Stage and Exhibition Dancing 
Unusual Voice Culture Method 
STUDIO AVAILABLE BY THE HOUR Jf) 
BRyant 9-9638 } 


THURSTON |: 


Sponsored by 
SWIFT & CO. 

On a Renewed Contract 
Thursdays and Fridays, 8:45 P.M. (EST) | 


7 CC. Coast to Coast 




















sellers, 
writes songs, some of which will be 
published by the Broadway tinpan 
alleyites. 


ing mastered an academic knowl- 
edge of the difficult native lingo in- 
trigues 
which, 


foreign accent in Crane’s pronunci- 
ation. 
Crane is popularly greeted as 


‘Sharlie’ in Tokyo nite life, although 
not in the same meaning as Amer- 
ica’s ‘Vass You Dere, Sharlie?’ 


musical director of NBC’s western 
networks and handed an office and 
secretary on the second floor of One 
Eleven Sutter. 


programs, including one transconti- 
nental a week. 


has landed a weekly 60-minute va- 
riety show for Remar Bread, which 
egins Wednesday (29). 


of talent including 
zales, Pedro, Axel Axelson, Noodle- | 
bugs, Yeomanettes and Ronald Gra- | 
| ham, 





in addition to which he 


The novelty of an American hav- | 


native population, 
recognizes the 


the 
of course, 





Willson’s Sec, Office 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 
Meredith Willson has been named 


Maestro retains his numerous 





KOGEN, AGNEW OFF AIR 
Chicago, Feb. 27. 
Pennzoil Sunday iccount dropped 


Harry Kogen’s band and took (26) 
Hal Kemp instead. } 
weeks. It’s Kemp’s initial commer- 


IMMERMAN & SON, Inc. ||: 


Kogen had it 53 } 


ial. Over CBS. | 
Another band losing its sponsor | 


is Charley Agnew’s. Yeastfoam will 
shortly start sponsoring a script en- | 
tertainment through NBC. 


Frisco Bread Hour 
San Francisco, Feb. 27. 
KFRC of the Don Lee network 


Arnold Maguire will m.c., balance 


Consuelo Gon- 


} 
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Management 


ED. SCHEUING 





At the 


St. Moritz Hotel 


nARULU lth 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Ba SIR RR 





BROADCASTING NIGHTLY 


Over the NBC 
Station WEAF 


11:30 to 12:00 P. M. 





NBC 
ARTISTS’ SERVICE 








* 


7 


« 





eer 


—_ pcnproe™ 


i 
(So AP teen heel 


Ste 5 


Se he RON Ie = amp 


a ERE A te 
a 


se aadecmand 


soe 


on CRE ay wes mao 


oe a 


Sa 


fas 25 see os 


a a 


Sait ee 8 


ke 


rete 


a 2 OS 


sees 





—ne 


52 VARIETY 


RADIO 





Tuesday, February 28, 1933 





_ 2 











East 


Hall, 





Like William 


ing her 10 weeks’ vaude tour, but 
not out of CBS. She is being 
booked and managed by the net- 


work for her personal apps. 

Albany, N. Y., considered the old- 
est city in the United States, chosen 
as the subject for a nationwide 
broadcast over Columbia during the 
regular Crosley (WLW) serenade 
hour. 

Kate Smith’s date (24) at Rich- 
mond, Va., was on a 50-50 split with 
the town’s relief fund. Rotary club 
engineered. 

Vaude acts heard on NBC's last 
Monday night auditions included 
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Vaughn de 
Leath is off the CBS air waves dur- 





PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
This Week (Feb. 24) 


Harry 
Stockwel 


Juvenille-Baritone-Lead 
Third Season 
Earl Carroll’s “‘Vanities” 


Archie Bell (Cleveland News) 
says— . 

“To Harry Stockwell falis the 
interesting privilege of introduc- 
ing them by a song or a few 
words. His voice and style of 
singing increase constantly and 
he’s acquired a stage certainty. 


“Not since John Steel, has this 














particular mission been more 
capably performed.” 
Direction 


LOUIS SHURR—AL MELNICK 











SECS EH it CP es ss Fs 6 


Joe Laurie, Jr.; Harry Savoy, Lita 
Grey Chaplin, Charlie Mosconi and 
McLoughlin and Evans. 

Southern Singers go on the NBC 
blue (WJZ) Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday nights. 


Craig Kennedy stories is the 
latest detective character adapta- 
tions groomed for the air. 


NBC program board gave the ear 
to an act Gus Edwards has framed 
for radio. 

Rosalyn Green was a leading 
woman with the WGY Players, 
Schenectady, in 1925 while a fresh- 
man at the N. Y. State Teachers 
College. 

Batton, Barton, Durstine & Os- 
borne is having the ‘Cowboy Tom’ 
programs recorded for Remington- 
Rand, Inc., at the World Broadcast- 
ing studios. 

Maker of Velodo starts a harmony 
trio on a weekly quarter-hour af- 
fair over WEAF this Saturday (4) 
afternoon. 























“THE GREATEST TRIO 
ON THE AIR” 


“Two girls and a boy that sizzle and 
sparkle with red hot music and song 
for the early risers.” 

(AIRCASTER) 








DON-HALL TRIO 


COAST TO COAST 
WEAF SUNDAY 10 P.M. 
WJZ 7:30 A.M. Every 
Mon., Tues.. Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat., 
Mgt. M. Gale, 151 W. 46th St., New York 
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BELASCO 


N.B.C. || C.B.S. 
Wed. Mon., Thurs. 
9:30, E.S.T. i oe = 
Woodbury 
Hour Saturday 
NIGHTLY 


AMBASSADOR HOTEL, N. Y. 
Sole Direction HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 


Morey Davidson, continuity direc- 
tor for WJAY, Cleveland, is the 
writer of the ‘Blue Moments’ tune. 

Eddie Cantor’s extended contract 
with Chase & Sanborn allows him 
the summer out for picture making 
on the coast. 

CBS shuts down its experimental 
television station, W2XAB, New 
York, with the explanation that fur- 
ther operation offers little pos- 
sibility of contributing anything 
new to the art. 


West 


Los Angeles Broadcasting Co., 
operating KFAC and KFVD, has in- 
corporated. 

Tom Wallace has left KNX, Hol- 
lywood, for New York. To take a 
whirl at the chains. 

Santa Barbara, Cal., 
100-watt police license. 

The Guardsmen, male quartet un- 
der contract to KNX, go to KFI on 
loan for three weeks. 

Lindsey Spight of NBC's com- 
mercial department is in Los An- 
geles lining up business for the 
chain. 

Aimee McLean goes to KHJ as 
assistant publicist to Leslie Ma- 
whinney. First station on the coast 
to sport two p. 4a.’s. 

Marian Mansfield, KNX _ singer, 
doing picture work. 

Formal dedication of KFPY’s new 
studios in Spokane was begun last 
week. New equipment recently in- 
stalled makes it one of the most up- 
to-date units in the far west. 

Lucy Robinson, conducting a 
weekly book review over KHQ, 
ranks as dean of local radio person- 
alities. On the air continuously for 
over five and a half years. 


Mid-West 


Major Carl Brosius now telling 
the girls how to keep thin via 
WTMJ, Milwaukee ‘Journal’ station. 

Milwaukee listeners have perked 
up since the introduction of Gersh- 
win’s ‘Cousin from Milwaukee’ into 
air programs. 

Radio Aces now facing the mike 








seeking a 








over WRJN, Racine, four times 
daily. 

Louis Roen, WTMJ announcer, 
rumored to resume his singing. 


With an orchestra—and sponsored. 
WLS Barn Dance caused a jump 
in attendance at the Alhambra the- 
atre, Milwaukee. 
Aunt Sammy on WKBH, La 
Crosse, is Blanche M. Travis, 
Eleanor Mercein directs air shows 














THE many friends of E. R. Conne and Al Boasberg will be glad to learn of their 
new tie-up with the Columbia Phonograph Company, Inc. Columbia now of- 


fers, under the able direction of these men, a well-rounded, complete radio service. 





These gentlemen will welcome the 
ity to shoulder your radio- 
program problems. Address, or call: 





given over WISN by the WISN 


Foreign Legion dramatic program 


| Players. 





Sells as ‘Worst’ 





Denver, Feb. 27. 

Eugene P. O'Fallon is sell- 
ing his 500-watter, KFEL, to 
advertisers as ‘Denver's worst 
station.” Tells the prospects 
that his is the lowest calibre 
of entertainment in town, but 
if it’s the lower classes that 
the advertiser is after KFEL’s 
got them as listeners. O'Fal- 
lon admits he is catering ex- 
clusively to the laboring and 
foreign population of the town, 
which takes in a large colony 
of Mexicans, with the pro- 
grams giving special play to 
boxing, wrestling and detailed 
narratives of police news. 

To prove that he’s got them 
tuning in O'Fallon got a local 
department store, May's, to 
put on a test plug for its cheap 
dresses, and then follow up 
with an inquiry among custom- 
ers as to the source of their 
info about the garment sales. 
Results got him a contract. 











(sustaining originating from 
WBBM: over a CBS coast-to-coaster 
moves from Sunday night to Thurs- 
day. 

Vivian M. Gardner writing radio 
news for the Wisconsin ‘News.’ 
Acme White Lead will keep Ed 
McConnell on CBS from Cincinnati 
another 18 weeks. 

Charley Hamp will do another of 
his combo selling-entertaining jobs, 
starting March 13 for Red Star 
Yeast over WBBM, Chicago (local). 


South 


Francis Craig has returned his 
band to Nashville, where he is fill- 
ing an engagement at the Hermi- 
tage hotel and WSM. 

Madge West now director of the 
WSM Players, Nashville. 

Federal Radio Commission has 
granted 60-day permit to double 
power to KTRH, Houston. Station, 
a Columbia link, becomes 
watts. 

‘Vox vopuli’ broadcasts from the 
streets is the top attraction over 
KTRH, Houston. 

Press associations conducting sur- 
veys in the southwest to determine 
extent of radio competition in news 
broadcasts. 
Dorothy 








Copeland, Civic Opera 
soprano, has joined the ‘Polly of 
Hollywood’ period over KTRH. 
Feature broadcast by Lecta Rider, 
theatre critic of the Houston 
‘Chronicle.’ 

KPRC, the NBC link in Houston, 
excited over possible Eddie Cantor 
broadcast from there. 

‘Meet the Staff’ feature, in which 
newspaper reporters will make their 
bow as aircasters, set for KTRH, 
Houston, with jointly owned news- 
paper, the ‘Chronicle.’ 

Mexican musical show bankrolled 
by the Gebhardt Chili Powder Co. 
has done its 378th consecutive 
broadcast over WOAIT, San Antonio, 
Tex. 

Alvin Masten, musical director of 
WSM, Nashville, was born in the 
house next door and owned by Pres- 
ident McKinley in Canton, O., some 
40 years ago. 


OFF ‘UNFAIR’ LIST 
Davenport, Feb. 27. 

WOC, unit of the Central Broad- 
casting Co., off the ‘unfair’ list of 
the musicians’ local. National Fed- 
eration of Musicians has sanc- 
tioned settlement plans. 

. Strike was called Jan. 26, jam 
being over salary and alleged viola- 





tion of union rulings. 


Woodin as ‘Angel?’ 





(Continued from page 1) 


American Car and Foundry Co. prez 
having met through common bib- 
liophilic interests. Ultimately 
Woodin then became Miller’s back- 
er when the music editor left Harms 
to start his own music publishing 
business. As a result of Miller's 
ambitions in the production field, 
Harms and Miller’s relations be- 
came greatly strained. 

Miller paid sizable sums for the 
publication rights to the last Zieg- 
feld ‘Follies,’ for example, and nary 
a hit eventuated. Vincent You- 
mans’ ‘Great Day’ cost a $15,000 ad- 
vance royalty, ete. In that wise 
music men estimate Woodin has 
backed Miller for around $100,000 
worth. 

Woodin has had some of his own 
compositions privately recorded by 
Victor, and also has published a 
book of children’s’ songs. His 
‘Franklin Delano Roosevelt March’ 
will be featured by Eddie Duchin’'s 
orchestra, one of the four band or- 
ganizations slated for the Inaugural 





1,000 





Ball at Washington, D. C. 





Films Too ‘Wise’ 





(Continued from page 1) 


the greatest increase is in the ado- 
lescent sector. 

In normal times fully 75% of pic- 
ture house attendance has come un- 
der the single classification of adult. 
This class is so widely split now, 
however, that it has been divided 
into male and female adults. 

Today, according to this research, 
men in the adult attendance amount 
to only 25%. And those familiar 
with the intricacies of the buying 
public comment that the male at- 
tendance is still steadily on the de- 
cline, so much so that by the end 
of °33 adult male fans will, at the 
present rate, number little more 
than 20% of the b.o. regulars. 


Femmes 50% 


On the other hand, the bulk per- 
centage of attendances right now 
are women. They number 50% of 
the current admissions at the coun- 
try’s box office. 

Children, rated as the most habit- 
ual of fans in all classes, have cut 
their attendance in half during the 
past 10 years. Today they comprise 
8% of the consistent buyers. 

Adolescents, ranging in years 
from 16 to 20, have increased to 
12%, which represents a slight raise 
of 2% over their original b.o. bulk. 

While it would seem that depres- 
sion, at first glance, is responsible 
for audience shrinkage running into 
millions, which represent roughly 
about 40% of the industry’s general 
American audiences of as recent as 
three years ago, attendance ana- 
lysts claim the faults are as much 
within the industry itself. 

Sophisticated pictures are held 
partially responsible for the drop in 
child and adult male classes. The 
average man dislikes the average 
run of standardized sophistication 
on the screen as much as the child, 
spokesmen for the tndustry assert. 


Radio, of Course 


Again, radio is held responsible 
for a good part of the drop in adult 
male class, 

Adolescents, on the other hand, 


8 


phistication. The hotter the better, 
For that matter women sonerally 
are credited with sufficient liking 
for this kind of screen wisdom to 
replace the ranks vacated by men. 

Men and children are regarded ag 
the two biggest assets for the box 
office. Without them higher prices 
in the evening suffer because the 
family taste is divided. As the re. 
sult, mother is finding it better, 
according to the report, to lean to. 
ward individualism in the 
and its cheaper price. 

The survey is directly interpreted 
as meaning that Hollywood must 
produce a greater variety of prod- 
uct; that the exhibitor must pay 
more attention to his program and 
aim consistently—not merely every 
other month or so—at a 
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Parties, Side Trips 


For Visiting Air Time Buyers 


| 





and Gags | 


| 





Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

It’s the great outdoor and indoor 
pastime now for ad agency reps, 
disc men and sundry radio hangers- 
on to dine, wine and pine over visit- 
ing execs of national advertising 
firms who hit the Coast for pleas- 
ure and business. The mob that 
meets the trains, hoping for a pos- 
gible account, makes the station 
look like U. 8. C. returning after 
a South Bend victory. 

The boys work on the theory that 
anyone heading this way must be 
here to play and the competition to 
entertain is all along the line of that 
famous trio beginning with wine 
and ending in song. 

The following routine of one na- 
tional advertising personage will 
give you an idea of how the lads 
go about it: 

Arrives in L. A., lunches at a 
studio and shown pictures in the 
making. 

Dined at the Coconut Grove, 80 
he can get a peep at the film celebs. 
Then to the Chinese theatre to see 
‘Cavalcade.’ 

Next day Caliente and remains 
ever an extra day. Back in L. A. 
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ATTENTION!! 
SPONSORS!! 


SID GARY 


Radio’s Versatile Baritone 
This Week, Feb. 24, Newark 


HEADLINING for LOEW 


Entire Loew Circuit to Follow 
RKO, Marty Forkins 
Loew, Johnny Hyde—Wm. Morris Agency 


—THR E E— 













Pearl Jessie 
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Mon., Wed., Fri., | 
WIZ, 6:30 P.M. 
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the following day for a eco ktail | 
party at Beverly Hills. | 
Practical Jokes 

On way to station arrested by po- | 
lice, but it’s alla pre-arranged gag. | 

Leaves L. A. for San Francisco to 
find, after train starts moving, that 
in the berth in his stateroom is a 
pretty Mexican girl who claims she 
was married to the exec in Caliente. 

Exec tries to throw the gal out, 
but afraid of the scene he flees the 
compartment. 

Train arrives at Glendale where 
an automobile is waiting, with the 
girl’s clothes, and the gag is re- 
vealed. 

Some fun, and a 13-time air con- 
tract. 


LEE CHAIN THREATENS | 
SUIT OVER ‘LUCKY’ TITLE} 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 


War is brewing between the Don 
Lee Coast Columbia chain and 
KFI, local NBC outlet, over the 
latter’s engaging Hal Pearce and 
other walkouts from the Lee Cir- 
cuit, who are scheduled to begin 
broadcasts today (Monday) over 
KFI as ‘Hal Pearce and his Happy- 
Go-Lucky Gang.’ 

Lee claims prior right to the 
‘Lucky’ title, and since the walkout 
of Pearce and other artists from the 
coast CBS program has been con- 
tinuing a daily hour under that title, 
a four year fav over that chain. He 
threatens litigation if the slated 
hour goes on. 

Pearce and the 








other artists are 
slated on KFI as a sustainer, with 
an understanding that negotiations 
will be begun for full NBC coverage 
later. 

Going onto the KFT bill with 
Pearce are his brother, Cal, Norman 
Neilson, Murray Amsterdam, Mabel 
Todd, Hazel Warner and Tony 
tomano., 


Appeal Test Case 


Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 27. 


KFAB’s defamatory suit which 
was settled for $500 on acknowl- 
edgement of the station a month 
ago, has been appealed by the sta- 
tion to the state supreme court. 
Growing out of the content of a 
political speech two years ago in 
which one politician libelled another, 
the case has been a test to fix lia- 
bility for such remarks on the sta- 
tion of broadcast. 

At the time of the speech a ruling 
of the Federal Radio commish 
would not allow a station to delete 
the remarks of a customer, hence 
seemingly withholding it from 
blame. The complexion of this test 
case will be fixed by the law group 
shortly. 


LONGFELLOW KNEW 


Ad Agency Men Quote Poet on Air 
Time Argument 














Longfellow certainly knew his 
stuff when he tossed off ‘Between 
the Dark and the Daylight.’ Sur- 
vey taken by a major ad agency 
has developed that tuning in be- 
tween the hours of 5 and 7 p.m. is 
no easy matter for the average 
adult when kids are in the family. 
This period has become known as 
the Children’s Hour and is monop- 
olized by the youngsters for their 
favorite programs. 

Rather than deprive the children 
or run the risk of crying squalls the 
survey discloses that the average 
parent makes it a practice of stay- 
ing away from the dial during the 
5 to 7 stretch. 








sires a NEW DEAL. 


Prefers a Permanent Motion 
WILL CONSIDER ANY 





FORMER NEWSPAPERMAN 


CONNECTED FOR 17 YEARS WITH SHOW BUSINESS 


Experienced in publicity, exploitation, advertising and managerial 
capacities (vaudeville, legitimate, motion picture and radio), de- 


TWELVE YEARS WITH ONE FIRM 


Past Performances a Matter of RECORD 


Address Box 104, Variety, New York City 


—And Stay for Tea! 





Chicago, Feb. 20. 

In an era of bargains the 
Rogers Clothing Co. broadcasts 
over WCFEL the champ all-time, | 
all-inclusiva combination bar- 
gain offer. 

The Rogers firm sells suits 
and overcoats at $14.50 under 
the following conditions:, 

(a) $1 buys a second suit or 
a second overcoat, 

(b) Separate pants $2.39, sec- 
ond pair 10 cents extra. 

(c) A toy for every child. 

(d) Five gallons of gasoline 
and free parking to all motor- 
ists who shop with them. 

(e) Railroad fare paid within 
radius of 100 miles for any cus- 
tomer. 

(f) Free pressing service once 
a week for one year after sale. 

(g) All clothes guaranteed six 
months. 

(h) Accept municipal or tax 
anticipation warrants in pay- 
ment at 10% over market rate. 

(i) Souvenirs for every cus- 
tomer. 














Picture or Radio Connection 


REASONABLE OFFER 


| 








| a hobby 


| the 


| composition 





DEFINITE SWING 
TO 4 HOUR 
PROGRAMS 


String of new accounts, which 
have joined the networks the past 
month, indicate that the swing is 
back to the full half-hour periods 
and away from the 15-minute idea, 
unless the program is of the serial 
script variety. 

Number of commercials have 
signified intention of converting 
their quarter-hour periods to half- 
hours. This includes Procter & 
Gamble (Mills Brothers) which has 
asked CBS to find it a straight 30- 
minute spot to replace the two 
quarter-hour stanzas now in use. 

Ad agency men say they’re re- 
acting to a trend apparent among 
listeners. Dial fans, according to 
the ad lads, have come to take their 
radio entertainment more leisurely 
and are loathe to keep jumping up 
to dial for another program. Wane 
in popularity among the agencies 
for the warbling soloist has also 
had its effect. If it’s a variety show 
that the advertiser elects in place 
of the singing single, agencies are 
taking the stand that it can’t be a 
well-balanced program unless it’s 
pegged for at least a half hour, 








‘Take’ Reaction 





Ad agencies are airi: ater 
peeve against the netw: ther 
than the chains’ artist representa- 
tives over the niggardliness of com- 
pensation for important contact 
men. If the webs paid their talent 
salesmen better, argue the agencies, 
there wouldn’t be so much gyp and 
take. It’s a throwback to the old 
vaude days, when the bookers were 
underpaid. 

The admen recognize that a net- 
work rep, taking contracts to im- 
portant artists, which call for thou- 
sands weekly in some instances, and 
ran into tens of thousands as a 
general thing, can’t help, but be- 
come susceptible to the ‘take’ thing. 

The artists themselves, hungry 
for tiiat mike, have learned that it’s 
almost the rule to take care of the 
boys. 





Woodin’s Plugs 


Official confirmation of William 
H. Woodin, American Car & Foun- 
dry Co. prez, a8 a cabinet member, 
has suddenly placed the new Secre- 
tary of the Treasury-to-be in great 
prominence as a composer. 

Formerly strumming his guitar as 
and fashioning ditties on 
side, the nationwide attention 
focussed on the industrialist has all 


the ether maestros scurrying for 
heretofore dust-gathering manu- 
scripts of Woodin compositions. 
Owing to the nature of the situ- 
ation, the NBC’s rules against lim- 
ited repetitions of the same num- 
bers go by the boards, as every 
| band ieader’s inclusion of a Woodin | 


becomes an_ unofficial | 
'‘must’ on any program. i 


'No Time for Ethical Hair-Splitting 


On Commission, Say Broadcasters 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Radio stations are accepting spot | 
| (disc) business from anybody and | 
|; paying 15% commission on it. This 
; constitutes a not-too-polite brush- 
| nee aside of the wishes of the Amer- 
ican Ass'n of Advertising Agencies 
which dislikes the ‘promoters and 
outsiders’ and would like to freeze 
them out of the radio set-up. 

But station men are bluntly de- 
claring that times are too tough 
| and revenue too hard to find for 
| them to make enemies, small or 
jlarge, by refusing to give commis- 
| sion. Four A’s would like to make 
an ‘ethical’ question of who can and 


NOT ESPECIALLY UPSET 
OVER RADIO KID SHOWS 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Chicago ‘Daily News’ through its 
‘radio editor, Charles J. Gilchrist, 
has solicited correspondence from 
parents as to their attitude on the 
typical children’s programs, Re- 
sponse apparently is a divided vote 
on the harmful or unwholesome in- 
fluence inherent in bloodthirsty ad- 
venture yarns so numerous between 
5-7 p. m. every evening. 

Matter is of interest as a com- 
mentary on the women’s club 
angle which to the older entertain- 
ment medium, motion pictures, has 
been a problem for years and gets 
a good deal of thy attention of the 
Will Hays organization. Although 
there have been rumbles for some 
time that the kid shows on the air 
were exciting the children to the 
detriment of their digestion and 














| cannot 


get commission from sta- 
tions. Idea is a system of desig- 
nated individuals who the Four A’s 


| could trust not to solicit advertisers 
direct 
|} agency with its politics, delays, and 


but always through the 
run-around. 
You Worry! 

While broadcasters express sym- 
pathy for the agency’s phobia anent 
direct solicitation of advertisers, 
they opine that this is strictly an 
agency problem and not a station 
worry. They have their own. Sta- 
tions decline to accept the burden 
of protecting advertising agencies 
from their continual fear that some- 
body will go over their heads to the 
client. If offered 13 spot broad- 
casts by somebody of whom the 
Four A’s, or some particular agency, 
disapproves the stations are un- 
hesitatingly accepting it and gladly 
paying 15% commission. 


To make the. situation more 
piquant, and the Four A’s wishes 
more completely neglected, con- 


spicuous among the stations accept- 
ing spot business from anybody are 
NBC and CBS-owned outlets. Esti- 
mated that hardly 20 stations in 
the country now defer to the Four 
A’s and profess to deny commission 
on business not originating within 
sanctified precincts. 








LEONARD 
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slumbers, there has apparently been 
no organized opposition. Private 
peeves have to date not materialized 
in resolutions of censure. 

Meanwhile, sales seem to bound 
upward in ratio to the amount of 
blood spilled in any given enter- 
tainment for children. 


Queens of the Washtub 
To Wash. in Grandeur 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Clara, Lu and Em, who make 
housewives giggle for Supersuds, 
will have a special car when they 
pull out tomorrow (28) on the Penn- 
sylvania railroad for Washington, 
D. C., to attend the inauguration. 

NBC, Lord and Thomas, and the 
advertiser oiled the way for the 
unique publicity junket. An invi- 
tation from Admiral Grayson, in 
charge of the ceremonies, places in 
the reviewing stand, and tickets to 
the Inaugural Ball are deluxe cre- 
dentials for the radio threesome 
whose misinterpretations of the 
goings on is calculated to provide 
much guffawing over America’s 
washtubs, 
Girls will broadcast in the east 
while gone every day except Tues- 
day (28) for which lost period NBC 
will compensate them with an add- 
ed period on March 4 itself. Or- 
dinarily they don’t broadcast Sat- 
urdays. Advertiser is paying the 
girls who in turn are taking Mar- 
garet M. McKay along to guide 
their relations with the press whom 
they expect to meet extensively. 
In their special car (observation) 
girls will make back platform ap- 
pearances at station stops in Engle- 
wood, Fort Wayne, Crestline and 
Lima, O. Exploitation ite-ups with 
local dealers are being arranged. 














lodent’s Disks 
San Francisco, Feb. 27. 


Iodent (toothpaste) has taken 
time on NBC-KPO for thrice 
weekly broadcasts of ‘Black and 


Blue’ transcriptions. 

Detective duo formerly came 
through here via KFRC broadcast- 
ing in person from L. A. for Folger 
coffee, 











ORCHESTRA 


SIX NIGHTS WEEKLY 
(Except Sunday) 
via 
Entire Columbia Network 
9 P. M. (E.S.T.) 











KIT-CAT 
LONDON 


ROY FOX 
BAND 


B.B.C. Network Decca Records 














DUMB 
CRACKERS 


ROBERT 
BURNS 
PANETELA 
WABC 

se. 9 Every 
oo Wednesday 


Evening 
at 9:30 PP. M. 


BURES *, ALLEN 


Dir.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 














— 





COLUMBIA 
BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 


Personat Acpresentotive 
THOMAS ©. ROCAWELA 


Mills Rockwell Inc 
799 Seventh Ave New Yor® 


Mon-Thurs. ’ 





















RUTH ETTIN 


GLORIFYING the POPULAR SON 


 GESTERFIELD Pogrom 


COLUMBIA-COAST-TO-COAST MEI vk 


MONDAY and THURSDAY, 8 P. M., 












G 





E.S.T. 





ptt oS a ee 


AO 0 7 he nial aa 








Spi PE SE 





=a 


BSS Ss 


54 VARIE Ty 


VAUDEVILLE 





Tuesday, February 28, esl 














Starvation Budgets Killing Of 


Vauds Future Comeback Chances)» »s:s« sca, neisnin s 





‘DETECTIVE SUING RKO 
| ON ACT’S LOBBY BALLY 


Quiz Airman in Fatal 
Plunge of Ivy Young 


Houston, Feb 27. 
H. M. Edwards, aviator of Reno, 
Nevada, was questioned here in con- 





rin, whe works with many the- 
feperine! lawyers and, among other 


Vaudeville’s slight chance to stage 
a come-back, which lately brighten- 
ed through the failure of current av- 
erage pictures to draw by 
selves, is now growing dimmer than 
ever. A low grade of shows through- 
out the country as a result of man- 
ager’s timidity about risking im- 
portant money on stage experiments, 
is believed to be killing vaude's 
come-back chances. 


them- 





General opinion is that instead of | 
the | 


taking on cheap vaude bills, 
present vaude-minded but financial- 
ly timid managers would be doing 
vaude a bigger favor by staying in 
straight pictures. If and when con- 
ditions improve, vaude could then be 
added without the current fear about 
spending enough for good shows. 
The current grade of vaude, played 
in the average combination theatre 
(Continued on page 62) 
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| things, 


so burned at RKO 
N. Y. 
Jack de 
cently 
libel. 


| 





Palace Theatre Realty Corp. 
$100,000, 
portions of newspaper stories slam- 
ming him constitute libel. 

Contention is that reproduction of 
such articles for commercial ex- 
ploitation of the Rich-de Ruyter 
act has damaged Kerin to the ex- 
tent of 100 grand. 

When Jack de Ruyter and Peggy 
Rich played the Palace, house used 
layouts of newspaper stories and 
pictures bearing on the 
trial of Peggy Rich and Freddie 
Rich for exploitation purposes. In- 
cluded was matter of an unfavor- 
able nature about the private de- 
tective as alleged in testimony 
brought .out by the defendants 
lawyer, Senator McNaboe, during 
the trial, calling ‘all detectives pole- 
cats,’ ete. 

While this became a matter of 
public record, its use for commercial 
exploitation is the basis of the suit. 
It was Kerin who discovered de 
Ruyter and Mrs. Rich in a hotel 
room in the St. Moritz and testified 
at the divorce trial. 

RKO corporations and Palace has 
been served in the action. Reuben 
Caidin is Kerin’s attorney. 


F&M Vancouver Switch 


Vancouver, Feb. 27. 
Strand, (Famous Players Cana- 
dian) re-opens in Vancouver, B. C. 
with transfer for Fanchon & Marco 
units from Vancouver (RKO) to 
the Strand, original local stand for 
F. & M. 
Four or five acts weekly will be 
brought from Oakland, with local 
line of girls. 
Ada Broadbent, with F. & M. 
offices, local producer. 











often locates missing wives 
or husbands when so assigned, is 
and the Palace, 
over the way Peggy Rich and 

Ruyter were ballyhooed re- 
that he has brought suit for 


Kerin, operating as the Kerin De- 
tective Service, is suing RKO Corp., 
RKO Vaudeville Exchange and the 
for 
alleging reproductions of 


divorce | 


| nection with the death plunge taken 
from the seventh floor of a local 
hotel by Ivy Young, 32-year-old 
form.er dancer. 

Miss Young accompanied Edwards 
to Houston after obtaining a divorce 
from Herbert Grifinhagen of New 
York at Reno. 

She is a sister-in-law of At White, 

vaude.‘.le performer. Body of Miss 
Young was sent to Gloucester, N. J., 
for burial. 


Mills Bros, as One-Act 
Bill Sans Orchestra 


Columbus, Feb, 27. 

Mills Brothers booked into the 
RKO Palace March 3 has novel fea- 
tures. The boys will do a solo 
without benefit of orchestra or any- 
thing else, in the same manner in 
which Gene and Glenn recently 
played the house to heavy returns. 
Success of the latter radio pair 
here led to the Mills booking. Gen- 
eral understanding is that other 
radio acts will be spot-booked here 
from time to time, 











Baum Takes Roesner Spot 
Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Oscar Baum replaces Walt Roes- 
ner as orchestra leader at the F-WC 
Warfield March 3. 
House plays F&M units. 





Shapiro Band’s Advance 
Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Henry Shapiro, RKO agent, who 
recently returned to Chicago, has 
gone on the road ahead of the Jean 
Calloway band. 

Opened Saturday at Peoria for 
Billy Diamond. 








| DE MUTH’S 4 JEWELS 


This Week, Feb. 25, Academy, N. Y. 
(First Hali) 
Entire Act 
TRAINED, STAGED and PRODUCED 
By HARRY DE MUTH 
New York's Foremost Acrobatie Teacher 
Studio 1658 Broadway, New York 
Phone, Circle 7-9743 














FM STAGE SHOW STARTS 
RIVALRY IN PHOENIX 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

Booking of Fanchon & 
units into the Fox, Phoenix, Ariz. 
started a miniature war between 
house managers, with the result that 
over the recent week-end there were 
four stage attractions doing busi- 
ness at the same time there. 

In addition to the F&M show, Or. 
pheum had the Hi Brown revue, 22 
colored performers; Wilbur Cush. 
man was at the Strand with a tab 
and the Rialto had the Arizona 
Wranglers. 

Phoenix, until recently, has been 
without flesh for several years, 





M irco 





Miner Ordered Away 
George Miner, manager of Loew's 
State, New York, quits this week to 
go to Saranac on doctor's orders. 
Al Rosen transfers from the 
Woodside to replace Miner on 
Broadway. 

















CHANEY » FOX 


“Dancing Stars of Two Continents” 


SELECTED to Appear on the 
PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURAL 
PROGRAM 
Fox, Washington, D. C., March 3rd 
Direction, JOHNNY HYDE 
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Dramatic Department 


Continue as at Present, 
and Managers the Same Efficient Service as in the Past 
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Last of Beck's Imported Headaches 
Disposed of for the Time Being: 


Weir Bros. and Grassl, last of the 
Beck-booked foreign acts due to 
come over, have agreed to postpone 
their RKO vaude contracts till next 
season. This temporarily winds up 
the booking office’s jam with its 
European deals, which have cost the 
circuit plenty in obligations. 


The Weirs have 10 weeks at $600 
and Grass] six weeks at $225. An- 
other importee, Ike Freedman who 
was sent home to England after one 
show over here, will also have to be 
taken care of by the booking office 


next season on a promise from 
Beck. 
A reco of the RKO foreign 


bookings is one of disillusionment 
for numerous European variety acts 
that Beck and Roxy booked on their 
trip abroad last year. 3eck gave 
them two-a-day contracts, being the 
only vaude exec in America who 
believed that two-a-day was coming 
back. Even the fact that Beck 
booked them at twice as much 
money as they were getting in their 
own countries, did hot entirely 
make up for the treatment they 
were accorded over here. 


Couldn’t Pass Buck 


Booked without thought of the 
possibility of policy changes by the 
theatres, the acts in many instances 
laid off as much as they worked 
before finally completing their con- 
tracts and going home. The Brou- 
nettes, given eight weeks at $1,000, 
Played only five, and RKO had to 
make a cash settlement for the 
other three. Vera Schwartz, a Ger- 
man opera singer, set for 10 weeks 
in the Music Hall at $1,000, played 
only two weeks there. RKO tried to 
sell her to NBC for radio, but didn’t 
succeed, and now the RKO vyaude 
theatres have to carry the expensive 
single to meet the obligation. 


Other acts that came over and 
have played out their contracts 
after much stalling, were Claudia 
Alba, six weeks, $300; Scarlett’s 
Chimpanzees, 10 weeks, $900; Kirk- 
white and Addison, eight weeks, 
$500; Giovanni, six weeks, $500; Do- 
linoff and Raya _ Sisters, eight 
weeks, $500; Bood and Bood, six 
weeks, $300; Mady and partner, 10 
weeks, $350; Willie Schenck, 20 
weeks, $600. 


Unable to cover the contract it- 
self RKO had to farm out Mady 
act for part of the time, Gio- 
vanni, pro pickpocket, had a 10- 
week option in addition to his orig- 
inal six, and RKO picked it up, but 
Giovanni hasn’t received the 10 
weeks. 








AT LIBERTY 


Twenty years’ experience as 


THEATRE MANAGER 
BOOKER 
CITY MANAGER 


for Paramount-Publix, RKO, 
Alex. Pantages. Capable, re- 
liable. Can handle one or more 


theatres and furnish the very 
best of references from all re- 
liable show people. 

Address Box 103, Variety, New 
York City. 








| 








\Lyda Roberti Salary 
Set, $1,750, Was $250 


Lyda Roberti’s picture house sal- | 
ary, a la Jack Pearl's, has jumped | 
from $250 to $1,750 in a year and a 
half. At the latter 
berti, through the Morris 
opens as a single March 8 at the 
Chicago, Chicago, with the New 
York and Brooklyn Paramounts 
probably following. 

In the year and a half intervening, 
and since playing for $250, which 
was her last picture house salary, 
Miss Roberti has been in pictures. 


Radio No Longer 





office, | 





| booking five acts on full week policy 


ling Mar *: 8. 


figure Miss Ro- 


ONE CLICK SHOWS WAY 


| Milwaukee Alhambra Gets ‘Flesh’ 
After Barn Dance Sets Mark 








Chicago, Feb. 27. 
Billy Diamond office here starts 


at the Alhambra, Milwaukee, open- 
This policy adopted 
following setting of house record 
last week with WLS Barn Dance. 

At 25 and 40 cents admission 
house averaged $1.25 revenue from 
each seat daily. T’-* clinched the 
case for flesh. 


St. Louis Getting Own 
F&M Producing Unit — 
As Localizing Spreads 


Hollywi-od, Feb. 27. 
Lovalized production by Fanchon 
& Marce spreads te St. Louis cur- 
rently, with Muriel Stryker in 
char;ye for the producers. Harry 
Gourfain has been similarly spottec 
to produce for the Buflalo, Buffalo. 











New Name Source, 
Famine of Stars 


Radio’s failure to develop a single 
new name in over a year leaves the 
remaining de luxe variety theatres 
in the toughest spot to date. With 
vaudeville itself washed up as a tal- 
ent source, legit likewise and pic- 
tures unreliable, the stage show 
houses for a year have been looking 
to radio for the creation of new at- 
tractions. 

That nothing has developed leaves 
the always-hungry de luxers hun- 
grier than ever. As the source of 
most of the best new drawing 
names the year before, radio was 
depended upon to repeat in ’32. But 
radio didn’t. 

The radio names that once helped 
the de luxers to make up for the 
lack of material from other fields 
are worn out as strong draws. Most 
of them unexpectedly flopped at the 
box offices on repeat engagements. 

Vaude, like radio, also failed to 
uncover anything in the attraction 
line in ’32, nor has it since the start 
of ’33. Legit ditto. Pictures came 
through with only one exception, 
Mae West. 

Bookers of the de luxers, espe- 
cially Loew and Paramount, with 
their big houses on Broadway, 
where a steady offering of names 
has made names a necessity, are 
confronted with a famine. The best 
they can hope for its to grab a West 
or a Wynn, which makes de luxe 
booking a day-to-day proposition, 
nobody knowing what’s going to 
happen two weeks ahead. 


Chilling an an Idea 


One of the lads pene had an 
idea for a vaude roadshow to fea- 
ture Benny Leonard and one-night- 
it around the east. Seeking a name 
to head the talent end of the Dill 
the producer approached Helen 
Kane, 

But Miss Kane is said to have 
stated her terms as $2,500 and 10% 
of the weekly gross, which slightly 
dampened the producer’s ambitions. 
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Gae Foster. transferred iv New 
, York rrom Boston, is replaced by 
| Carlos Romero, witn Miss Foster 
| producing for New Yerk ana Prook- 
lyn, as well as Phi:adeiphia. 

In the F&M buy of the 50% in- 
terest in Fanchon & Marco held by 
Fox West Coast, only coast towns 
where unit contracts remain are San 
Francisco and Oakland. Several of 
the travelling units remain to play 
those two towns, after which the 
localized production will be put in 
effect there also. 


RKO DITCHES COSMOP., 








George Godfrey is visiting the 
RKO booking floor for an hour or 
so daily to see the agents about 
acts for his Cosmopolitan, New 
York. RKO no longer has any 
booking interest in or connection 
with the Cosmo and isn’t respon- 
sible for the house. Godfrey is on 
the floor strictly on his own, with 
Martin Beck’s okay. 

The RKO theatre department’s 
complaint, which resulted in God- 
frey’s dismissal from the office, is 
said to have queered the advertis- 
ing mace gag which Godfrey had 
been using on acts submitted for 
Cosmo dates, 

As the Cosmo _ booker-on-the- 
loose, with no desk of his own on 
the RKO floor, Godfrey carries his 
book around in his pocket. 





Mrs. Ted Lewis Bobbed 
Schnoz for the Better 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Ada Lewis, wife of Ted Lewis, 
had her nose bobbed in New York 
last week. 
Understood that the trimming is 
very beneficial to her physiognomy. 





Senior Keith Mgr. Out 


Boston, Feb. 27. 

Ray P. Conner, ranking Keith 
executive hereabouts in point of 
length of service, is out as manager 
of Keith Memorial theatre, getting 
notice last night, effective on the 
spot. 

Understood to be economy meas- 
ure to eliminate his salary 








One-Nighters for Diva 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Mme. Schumann-Heink is current- 
ly playing two weeks of one night- 
ers for Fox West Coast, after which 
she goes into the Fox Wilshire here 
for a week. 

Diva's salary on the one nighters 
is pro rata of her $1,800 weekly 
wage. 


Osterman Doubles Roxy 
When Jack Osterman plays the 


Barmalieoune Special Attractions 


Rate Chance as Radio Acts Dim: 


Managers Like 





GODFREY BOOK TOTING 


‘Lamont in Jail, Wife, 
Babes Hike for Home 


Boston, Feb. 27. 

While Jimmie Lamont, singer and 
banjoist, is being held by police 
on charges of Selina Maxwell, 
dancer, that he held her captive in 
a room, Lamont’s wife has started 
on a hike for her home in Athens, 
©., carrying an infant in her arms, 
and with six-year-old son trudging 
at her side, 
At Worcester, Travelers’ Aid So- 
ciety took the wife and children in 
charge. 

Banjoist’s case set to come up 
in court next month. 





London Nitery 


Booked Here 
For 6 Months 


A steady stream of American 
names will be supplied to the Cafe 
de Paris, London, according to ar- 
rangements completed here last 
week by Mr. Paulsen, director of the 
nitery. Mr. Paulsen sailed back to 
London Saturday (25) after book- 
ing attractions for the next half 
year. 


Nan Blackstone is the first to go 
over, her sailing date being in about 
four weeks. Chic Endor and Char- 
lie Farrell, Morton Downey and 
Sophie Tucker follow in that order. 
Endor and Farrell have six weeks, 
while Downey and Miss Tucker are 
booked for eight weeks each. 

All those booked have previously 
appeared in London, although never 
before have they been booked defi- 
nitely for periods that long. 


VAUDFILM AT 10-20-30 











Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 


Palace (downtown), once the 
home of Orpheum vaude here, but 
for the past few years operated 
by Principal Theatres, with F-WC 
owning 50%, is adopting a vaude- 
pic policy, using five acts and single 
features at ten-twent-thirt, 
musicians will be used. 
Added nut, exclusive of acts, will 
run around $650. House will con- 
tinue keeping 
utilizing only the 1,100 seats on the | 


main floor. 


| for 


SET FOR L. A. PALACE, 


Six | 


Expioitable Turns 


Feb. 27. 
attractions may due 
in this area. 


Chicago, 
Novelty be 
a revived vogue 
Some observers lean to that opin- 
ion on the theory that radio acts 
are exhausting their money-getting 
draw and can't be booked on their 
other talents which, in the bulk, 
don't glitter too brightly behind 
footlights. This refers of course to 
radio turns strictly local to this 
area and the only ones who play 
the small town and small neigh- 
borhood houses. 
For the past year or two, radio 
acts have had the right of way on 


the not inconsiderable number of 
houses throug the middle west 


which will spasmodically go ‘vaude- 


ville’ when a demonstrably box 
office special attraction comes 
along. Although vaudeville has 


been almost extinct in the states of 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Michigan, 
Indiana, ete., it has remained an 
encouragement that radio acts could 
be booked and booked solid with 
short jumps and good terms. That 
of course was no solace to vaude- 
villians and standard turns that 
went unbooked. 


Barnumesque 

Feeling now sprouting here is 
that as the radio acts may tend to 
be less conspicuous there's an open- 
ing for novelty attractions capable 
of community exploitation and of 
such character as to provoke con- 
versation in the neighborhood or 
town. It’s these kind of acts that 
can be booked, not as a regular 
policy, but as an occasional added 
allurement. What exhibitors seem 
to like is circusy Barnumesque 
stuff. Age or previous condition of 
servitude is no bar if the theatre 
manager can get some flashy litho- 
graphs and something to yell about. 

Mentalists, escape artists, hypno- 
tists, daredevils, strong men (pre- 
ferably with a couple of horses in 
the act) and in fact anything cap- 
able of making people wag their 
heads and go ‘tsk, tsk stand a 
chance in the present disposition of 
dozens of picture theatres who got 
the flesh habit through radio attrac- 
tions and now find that source less 
dependable. 

Such acts are, however, not easy 
to find. Indeed any kind of vaude- 
ville acts are hard to find around 
Chicago. Bookers have trouble fill- 
ing their bills and have played the 
home guards ad infinitum. 

Although as yet the trend hasn't 


(Continued on page 71) 
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old Roxy, New York, week of March 


| 3 it will be in company with other | 


members of the Club Richman floor ; 
show, which Osterman m.c.’s. Morri- 


json & Winkler agented. 


Osterman and Co. will get $2,250 


for the house date. 


Another Week, PRS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Vaude, scheduled to be dropped | 
(1) by Warners at their Downtown, 
sticks for another week. 
After that it’s problematical. 
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56 VARIETY 
New Acts 
Charles FORSYTHE and Addie 


SEAMON (3) 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
15 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Academy 

Middle-of-the-bill three-people act 
that will have no trouble pleasing 
the average audience. Virtually a 
little of everything has been mixed 
into.the turn. Majority of the in- 
gredients pass muster without diffi- 
culty. Did nicely down here Satur- 
day afternoon before a tough audi- 
ence. 

Forsythe leans to baritone solo 
work and talk with Miss Seamon 
and the other woman of the group. 
Miss Seamon, apparently the pia- 
niste, is a Kate Smith type who 
while doing most of her clowning 
near the ivories, at one point steps 
out for a hot pop. She both looks 
and sings like Miss Smith, besides 
being anything but a vest-pocket 
edition of the air star. 

In some respects Miss Seamon 
overdoes the playfulness with that 
bit in which she climbs on the piano 
not being so hot, but generally her 
work pleases. Forsythe engages in 
talk with both, getting medium 
laughs from material act contains. 
It could stand strengthening. 

Ingenue type girl clicks in a 
couple dance routines, a rhythm 
specialty and a soft shoe fastie with 
a lot of pirouvetting. She is an eye- 
grabber and in her hoofery exhibits 
fine technique and form. 

Turn was spotted third on a five- 
acter here. Char. 





VENITA GOULD 

Character Impressions , 
18 Mins.; One and Two (Special) 
Academy 

As everyone knows, Venita Gould 
isn’t new. She might look it, how- 
ever, to the newer recruits of vaude. 
In appearance Miss Gould might be 
suspected of just starting out on 
her career. In her present act she 
carries many characters which were 

nknown in days when Miss Gould 
contributed importantly to big time 
vaude. 

Outstanding is her impression of 
Jimmy Durante. She closes with 
this one and it stops the show for 
her. One of Greta Garbo, just 
ahead, isn’t so strong, not because 
Miss Gould doesn’t assimulate the 
appearance and mannerisms of the 
Swede effectively, but due to poor 
diction figuring. 

Other impresstons are of Harry 
Richman, Mae West, Bert Lahr, 
ZaSu Pitts, George Arliss, Marie 
Dressler, Maurice Chevalier and Ed 
Wynn. Standouts are West, Pitts, 
Arliss and Wynn. One that doesn’t 
belong because it might need a 
Maude Eburne or someone like that 
to come close to fitting character, 
is that of Miss Dressler. And it 
isn’t needed by Miss Gould. Char, 





Leicester Sq., London 
London, Feb. 14. 


This house will go down in his- 
tory of English show business as 
having been mainly responsible for 
the loss of a fortune by Sir Walter 
Gibbons, causing him to file his 
bankruptcy petition. 

Some weeks ago Sir Walter called 
in Harry Foster to help operate the 
house with continuous’ variety. 
Foster took the job over with the 
sanction of the Ostrer Bros. Since 
then Sir Walter is out of the thea- 
tre, and Foster has been made a 
director by the Leicester Square Es- 
tate, Ltd, the lessee. Foster is lin- 
ing up all available talent, and is 
determined to make the place a 
paying proposition, having already 
succeeded in getting out of the red. 

This week's show is titled ““Choc- 
olate and Cream,’ being half colored 
and half white. Same idea was 
done at the London Pavilion some 
10 years ago, under the title of 
‘Dover Street to Dixie.’ In those 
days there was a certain animosity 
towards colored talent, with Coch- 
ran's splitting up of the show as a 
consequence. 

This is no Cochran show by a 
long way, but it is quite fair enter- 
tainment and, what is more impor- 
tant, is pulling ’em in. There is no 
doubt the colored section is respon- 
sible for the business, as most of 
the others have been around so 
often they cannot be the attraction. 

Outstanders among the white sec- 
tion are Jack Mayer and Alan Kit- 
son, a couple of Australians with 
pleasing personalities, with Mayer, 
the singer of the team, in good 
voice; also Clemens Belling Co. 

Earle and Eddie Franklyn, come- 
dy hoofers, doe everybody's business, 
but do it well. Mamie Soutter, af- 
fecting kid makeup, is fair consid- 

ering the mediocrity of the material. 
Edwin- Lawrence, in second week, 
completes the aggregation. 

Colored section is laid in a planta- 
tion scene on the Mississippi. Idea 
was done in a hurry, and cost only 
about $30. Attraction is Nina Mae 
McKinney, the ‘Hallelujah’ girl, who 
has received so much pre-publicity 
that she is apt to be disappointing. 
Girl undoubtedly has best person- 
ality since Florence Mills, but is a 
long way behind her in talent, al- 


‘wathough she can put over a song. 





inane 


Miss McKinney is causing a lot of 
controversy and keeping the box of- 
fice busy, which is what matters 
most. 

Supporting are Cole Brothers, who 
in a short space of time have es- 
tablished themselves here in the 
front rank of colored talent. 

Radcliff and Rodgers are now 
working in pullovers and caps in- 
stead of swagger evening outfits 
they wore at the Palladium, much 
, to the team's advantage. Their com- 
edy is now more natural, with the 
laughs more frequent. 

Twelve Jubilee Singers, recruited 
here and led by John Payne, har- 
monize well. Five Black Flashes 
and Eight Black Streaks are other 
teams recruited locally, with noth- 
ing outstading in the way of hoof- 
ology. 

Entire show cost 
with overhead will need $6,500 to 
break even, but gross looks like 
around $8,500 for first week. Show 
is in for fortnight, with white sec- 
tion changed weekly, but likely to 
stay three weeks and maybe a 
fourth. When finished here show 
would do for the bigger provincial 
houses, which are clamoring for 
something different. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


At first when RKO started book- 
ing vaude for the Skourases down 
here some of the shows were pretty 
bad. One here currently for four 
days indicates a marked improve- 
ment. Nicely-blanced show along 
with ‘State Fair’ (Fox) ought to in- 
sure better business than average. 
People may talk about the vaude- 
ville in the opposite direction for a 
change. 

Venita Gould (New Acts), a gra- 
cious lady and a _ seasoned per- 
former, is the headliner. She was 
herself surprised at the manner in 
which the 14th street mob went for 
her character impressions, now 
ranging from ZaSu Pitts to Jimmy 
Durante. Miss Gould on stopping 
the show said they (probably RKO) 
had told her that if she didn’t like 
the Academy after the first show 
she wouldn’t have to fill out the en- 
gagement. 


Charlie Ahearn and his stooges, 
an act that runs to another ex- 
treme, also found a packed house 
deciding the vaude question. Like 
Miss Gould, Ahearn has also been 
standard for years. They reached 
that rating through having some- 
thing to sell, so if vaude has gone 
stale with the public it’s probably 
because of the booking by others 
as well as RKO of too many acts 
that never belonged. 


All on this bill merit the date, 
No. 3, middle-of-the-bill turn, is 
Charles Forsythe and Addie Sea- 
mon (New Acts), a_ three-people 
combination. It isn’t going to 
break records on applause returns, 
but is generally acceptable and a 
good deal better than most of its 
type. Roy Smeck, with his banjo, 
accordion and uke, is second, and 
the Four Jewels the opener. 


Both turns fill requirements more 
than adequately. Smeck with his 
harmonica-uke combination num- 
ber, closing, got himself very well 
liked, even if the piano on the stage 
with him is only for decorative pur- 
poses from all appearances. 

The four acrobatic dancing girls 
billing themselves as Four Jewels, 
have a fast and flashy little act. 
Its running time down here only 
eight minutes, but something doing 
all the time, and all of it show- 
manly, Registered nicely. Char. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Not so easy to place the credit for 
the draw this week. Film is ‘Fare- 
well to Arms’ (Par), which might 
not be expected to rouse the York- 
ville burghers to enthusiasm, but 
the only other draw, on looks, is 
Benny Leonard, and they didn’t 


around $3,200, 








yip-yip when he came on. How- 
ever, something did it. House 
pretty well filled at 7, and at 10 
they were using the ropes. Tapes 


were not penning many latecomers, 
but it’s news when any nabe house 
shunts them into the corral these 
days. 

This week even numbered acts 
ret the piano. Odds have to go to 
work on something else. Bill runs 
a dance flash, impersonator, Leon- 
ard’s mixture of swats and comedy, 
a man-and-woman act (with the 
piano), and a stage band to close. 
Doesn't look particularly good on 
paper, and for blending it doesn’t 
look so good on the stage, either, 
yet no act failed to collect hand 
spanks, and bills where all five acts 
give customer satisfaction are not 
often found. 

Sidare, Shields and Lorraine open 
with a threat to sing, but go into a 
dance after the gesture. Here and 
there singing helps to stretch the 
running time, but it’s no help to the 
finish. Other warble isn’t good, 
either. First chirp is used to in- 
troduce a trio ballroom routine with 
acrobatics. Next is a little legmania 
work from one of the men which of- 
fered some unusually limber kick- 
ing, followed by an acrobatic solo 
by the girl and a drunk dance by the 
other man. Just why jag jiggers 
should be so prevalent is one of the 
mysteries. Not one of them in a 
hundred can do a souse with even 
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passable pantomime, but the audi- 
ence seems to think it must be 
funny and applaud, and that en- 
courages others. Team closes with 
another triple. Net result really 
isn't much, but they make it look 
like a lot and collect plenty of pats 
for an acer. Might be different in 
houses where they expect more. 


blonde, does imitations and pushes 
them over with sure salesmanship. 
She does not always catch the tim- 
bre of a voice, but she Manages to 
get a suggestion of the character, 
and most of her bits were recog- 
nized before she got far enough into 
the talk to reveal much. Of course, 
Zasu Pitts is self-labelled. Any im- 
personator starts to flutter her 
hands, and the audience knows the 
rest. Miss Lynd does the voice here 
very well, but because she is good 
in it is no reason why she should 
stick too long to the one character. 
Her Garbo bit was less certain. 
There were times when it sounded 
more like a reach for Marlene Diet- 
rich, but the ‘I guess I go home,’ 
used for the exit, Made everyone 
certain. Did nicely with a bit from 
Jack Pearl, and put spirit into the 
impersonation that atoned for the 
light voice. Her accompanist helped 
in this. Other bits bumped over 
without damage. It’s as much per- 
sonality as imitativeness, but it gets 
her three and four bows, 


Leonard repeated from his recent 
Palace date. Without the comedian 
it might be a question, but the com- 
edy carries the rest of the act along 
with it. Carlton and Ballew work 
comedy cross-talk for a big chalk 
mark, and Henry Tobias closes with 
his orchestra. 

Tobias is more of a comedian 
than a leader, and his eight men do 
not suggest a smoothly-trained en- 
semble, but they background Tobias, 
who probably would not be funny 
alone, and with a couple of brief 
dancing bits he kills 18 minutes. 
Apparently they know him of old up 
here, and he collected nicely. 


Milt Franklyn has added a sing- 
ing usher to his orchestra for the 
overture, but the lad bit into the 
wrong cake when he tackled ‘Old 
Man River,’ and Franklyn himself 
did a nosedive with the same bit as 
a violin solo. He takes it far too 
fast and plays without phrasing. 

In addition to the feature, a 
Mickey Mouse and the newsreel add 
the show up to a few minutes over 
the three-hour mark. Chic. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 23. 


Considerably above the average 
bill for the scheduled final week of 
vaude at this house. Well-balanced 
show, with the capacity opening 
house having plenty of return for 
their two-bit expenditure (to 1 
p.m.). ; 

Bill runs heavily to families, with 
six brothers making up the opening 
act, two sisters in the deuce spot, 
and another pair of sisters farther 
down the line. Opening has the Six 
Candrevas, fast-moving sextet of 
cornetists, who deserve a better spot 
with their class offering. Bits of 
comedy add to the turn, which 
started the show off at a lively 
pace. 

Lucille Sisters, harmony singers, 
warble through a pop number and 
then do an imitation of Topsy and 
Eva, with one of the sisters doing 
blackface, and both making their 
costume switches in full view. Their 
interpretation of the Duncan Sis- 
ters is particularly well done, and 
they earned everything they got. 
The Theodores, two men and two 
women, present mostly ballroom 
dancing, with some ballading by one 
of the femmes interspersed. Classy 
act, with a hot knife-throwing 
finale that had the pay customers 
squirming in their seats, 


Next-to-shut spot brought Mon- 
roe, juggler, with the Adams Sisters 
to lend color and heln out generally. 
Monroe juggles hats, balls and 
hoops, being assisted in the hoop 
stuff by one of the femmes, Other 
is a hot tap stepper and adds class 
to the act. 

Surefire closing turn is Chappelle 
and Carlton in sensational hand- 
balancing, with man reclining on 
stage throughout offering, balanc- 
ing femme by one hand, and wind- 
ing up with the carry-balance up a 
flight of eight stairs while in the 
prostrate position. It’s a wow, and 
sent the curtain down with a bang. 

‘Women They Talk About’ (WB) 
is screen feature. Shorts include 
news, cartoon, sports and a comedy. 


VARIETY, PITTS’BG 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 
With a slightly increased budget 
for acts, due to management's de- 
cision to do away with an m.c. and 
chorus of 12 girls, Mo Glanz stepped 
out and lined up something more 
like it for this site. Booking diffi- 
culties here are numerous, with 
Glanz for the most part forced to 
book 'em on the run between jumps, 
and there have been times when the 
layout hasn’t been anywhere near 

completion a day before opening. 
That's a strain on everybody con- 
cerned, and current show is a neat 
surprise considering the fact that it 











Helen Lynd, a smartly-groomed | 
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Musicians Take % Deal From F&M 
And May Do It Generally on Coast 





Floor Show Packs ’Em 
In Vaudless Columbus 


Columbus, Feb. 27. 


Vaude still draws here even 
though the last vaude house closed 
just a week ago. Draw is the Ara- 
bian Grill, town’s only real nitery, 
where a one-hour show twice night- 
ly is pulling to good biz and turn- 
aways on weekends when cover Is 
jumped from 40 cents to $1.65. 

Grill was opened last fall as a full 
fledged night club and was given 
but a short life by all concerned. 
It has stuck and is in the dough 
each week. Cost of operation way 
down with most acts on coffee and 
cakes basis. 








Chorine Safe Deposit 
Foils Backstage Thief 


Worcester, Feb. 27. 


Roger Cavanaugh, flyman_ at 
Poli's Palace, looking down on the 
backstage area, noticed a man, a 
stranger, entering the dressing 
rooms being used by members of 
Fanchon & Marco’s Gus Edwards’ 
‘School Days’ idea, 


- Giving the alarm, he hurried to 
the stage, intercepting the _ in- 
truder,as he came down a fire es- 
cape. The man wrenched himself 
free of Cavanaugh's grasp and 
started away, pursued by Billy Mo- 
rosco, @ member of the co., who 
lost him in a blinding snowstorm, 

Check up revealed only two 
losers, Nellie Thompson and Lou 
Pope. Former missed $6 from her 
purse but Miss Pope was out only 
$1.10. Thief apparently had never 
heard of grouch bags. Several 
of the men in the troupe had earlier 
given Miss Thompson their en- 
velopes, and she had about $200 on 
her person. 





Fleeson Goes For 2G’s 


Neville Fleeson elected the bank- 
ruptcy way out with a petition filed 
in the U. S. Court in New York, 
listing his liabilities at $2,603 and 
assets $15. 

Among the major items on the 
schedule were $878 due Paul Albert 
and a costume bill of $250 owed to 
Blythe & Schneider. 





was assembled under _ pressure. 
Runs smoothly, has a couple of high 
spots and at times skips beyond the 
small-time category. 

House shouldn’t miss the chorus, 
and that means an additional $300 
for acts. M.c. for the past six 
weeks has been Nat Nazarro, Jr., 
and while a personable chap and 
with a chance of building into a b.o. 
personality, vaude type of show 
can't easily be fitted to an m.c.'s 
needs, 


Al and Ann Striker, veteran dou- 
ble act and around here before in 
presentations, open, with girl vocal- 
izing satisfactorily at curtain and 
leading up to partner’s entrance 
with his acrobatic contortions atop 
a piano. It’s an alright turn for the 
after-overture spot and fared nicely. 
Hauff and Chiquita followed, but 
only so-so with some stale gags and 
too much artificial enthusiasm. 
Femme’s hot-cha dancing fair, but 
nothing out of the ordinary. 


Charlie Keating calls his turn 
‘Huckleberry Finn,’ in which he pre- 
sents an overly-sentimental char- 
acter study of a backwoods half- 
wit. Sad-eyed stuff seemed to get 
the customers here, with Keating 
closing his lachrymose offering to a 
big hand, which should be a tip-off 
to the management. When you can 
make ’em wipe tears in a vaude 
house like this, you either have 
something or the customers don’t. 
It’s a 50-50 proposition as far as 
Keating is concerned. 

Next to closing Waller and Lee 
achieved the most legitimate click 
on the bill. Youngsters are of the 
Burns-Allen, Block-Sully school and 
know how to deliver. Girl is a pert 
redhead, boy a clever hoofer as well 
ag a good instrumentalist and, what 
is more, they have a smart line of 
chatter. Lot of possibilities in this 
act. 

Shut spot held by ‘Sensations of 
Dance,’ five-people flash, one man 
and four girls, with one of latter at 
the piano. Talent is here, with 
everything from taps to adagio ably 
done, but costuming didn’t help any. 
Outfits, have white satin overalls 


like sisters, pretty depressing. 





On screen, ‘Vanity Street’ (Col), 
news and comedy short, Cohen. 


worn by couple of kids who look |' 





Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Musicians’ union here to enable 
stage shows to return have made 
agreement with Fanchon & Marco 
under which the musicians will ac- 
cept around $50 weekly and per- 


centage of profits of theatre, latter 
based on returns for seven-week 
period, with reopening of Para- 
mount here March 20. 

Similar agreement is expected to 
be obtained from stage hands and 
operators. Salary paid is about 
50% of weekly earnings these men 
get in deluxe houses. 

Rube Wolf will conduct the or- 
chestra of 20 men. Fanchon will 
stage shows with 16 girls in line and 
specialty acts every week. Ed 
Smith, who was at house during 
Paramount- Publix regime  con- 
tinues as manager. 

Musicians are now submitting 
Similar proposition to Warner 
Brothers in effort to have latter 
keep vaudeville in their downtown 
theatre which supposedly will elim. 
inate stage shows March 1. Likely 
that other houses will fall in on 
similar plan so that craft can find 
occupation in pits. 


SAYS BULL RING ASS’N 
A MODEL FOR ACTORS 


Sidney Franklin, who has prob- 
ably tossed more bull (of the cud- 
chewing variety) than any other 
American, believes vaude perform- 
ers can learn something from 
Spain's national pastime. To the 
Brooklyn matador actors are poor 
business men. He saw that play- 
ing a break-in week for RKO. 

Over in Spain the bullfighters 
have an organization. It’s the As- 
sociation of Matadors and Picadors, 
World wide in jurisdiction it ap- 
proves all contracts before a matae 
dor or picador can accept an en- 
gagement. 

Even if a local bullfiighter wants 
to book a date in Mexico he must 
first submit the contract to Madrid, 
if a member of Spain's AMP. And 
virtually all bullfighters are mem- 
bers paying regular dues. In the 
event a non-organization bullfighter 
accepts a date, the AMP will not 
permit any of its other members to 
appear in the same show. But 
Franklin has evidently never heard 
of Equity. 

Franklin sails for Europe in a 
week or so to prepare for the new 
bull fighting season which opens 
around Easter. His bookings start 
May 25 at Barcelona. 

Another thing the Yank bull tosser 
figures the average actor in America 
doesn’t fully appreciate is the value 
of newspaper contacts. In bullfight- 
ing the matadors financially support 
the newspaper critics of Spain. Al- 
though the salary of the critics 
amounts to only around $6 a month, 
they live in regal style. The papers 
are tough over in Spain, says the 
Prooklyn bull-man. ‘If you don’t 
favor them properly, they merely 
insert a brief item to the effect a 
bull fight took place and where,’ he 
says. Hemingway we:.t into this in 
some detail in his ‘Death in the af- 
ternoon.’ 

After the season is over, Franklin 
intends coming back to America. He 
still kinda likes it. 











Albany’s Broadcasting 
Vaude Manager Walks 


Albany, Feb. 27. 


Harry S. Black, manager of RKO 
Palace in Albany, since its opening 
October, 1930, has resigned. 

The RKO Palace will be operated 
under the direction of Lou Golding, 
division manager. 

Part of Black’s work as manager 
of the Palace has been his broad- 
casts, ‘Backstage With Harry 
Black’, in which he presented over 
WGY the artists on the vaudeville 
bills. 





LOEW H. 0. BOOKS N. 0. 

Loew will book its State, New Or- 
leans, through its own vaude book- 
ing office in New York commencing 
March 9, dropping Fanchon & Marco 
shows after next week. 

House has been playing F. & M. 
units since the start of the season. 
Return to regular vaude adds a full 
week to the Loew book. 





& Be 


| | 





NEW 
Mu 
Ivey 
Patr 
Viola 
Murr 
Yvon 
Hele 
Myri 
‘Our 


Chez 
Irené 
Chas 
(Tw 
2a 
(To 
2d 
Pasq 
Jean 
Tast 

Carl! 
Anth 
I 


(To 
Kikvu 


Britt 
Aaro 


{| 








1st 
Lan 
Mill 
(Th 
2 


Nic) 
(Fo 
9 


Zelc 
Joe 

Irer 
Blo 
Don 


Trer 
Aar 


Pat 
Hov 


Jan 
Joe 
Joe 
Chi 
Har 


Bus 
Arn 
Mac 
Lea 
Rus 


Ted 


OF) 


Ted 


Ber 
Ros 
Ire 

yar 


Fel 





~~ 


Tox 
Chi 
Hai 
Gar 
Bto 


Gill 
Boi 


Me 


anaes estas 
as 














io? 


eee asta 


_. SE 


Tuesday, February 


28, 1933 


VARIETY 


57 











——— 








Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (March 4) 


THIS WEEK (February 25) 


Numerals In connection with bills below Ind.cate opening dav ef 


show. whether ful! or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (23) 


JERSEY CITY 
Fulton (5 only) 


Ivey Kitchell Rosita & Perez 
Patricia Bowman Jackson & Jaye 
Viola Philo Haunted Violin 
Murray Wood Ned Norworth Co 


Yvonne Magna 


Laddie Lamont Co 


Helen Hoy LYNBROOK 
yrio & Serine Keith’s (5 only) 
‘Our Betters’ Clifford & Moran 
Academy (Four to fill) 

Ist half (4-7) ____ (26 only) 
Chezzis Verna Vernon Co 
Irene Beasley Worth & Wyle 
Chas Kemper Co Pilcer & Douglas 


(Two to fi 


1) 


Besser & Balfour 


2a half (8-10) Dalton & Rose 
(To fill) NEWARK 
2a half (1-3) Palace (3) 
Pasquali Bros Campo Co 
Jean Carr Weist & Stanton 


Tasty Yeast Jesters 


Carl Shaw 


Anthony Trint Orch 


Co Sid Page 


Sylvia Froos 


Dance Aristocrats 


BROOKLYN (24) 
Albee (4) Olsen & Johnson 
(To fill) NEW ORLEANS 
(25 State (4) 


Kikuta Japs 
Wood 
Aarons'n, Fayre & 


Britt 


Betty 





A& F 


J Cooper 
Lottice Howell 
Lake 














AT THE ROXY 


WILBUR HALL 
FRANK DUKE 


AT THE PARADISE 


LES GHEZZIS 


PLACED 


By LEDDY & SMITH 











Ray Bolger 


Gambarelli 


Prospect 
half (4-7) 
3 Whippets 


1st 


Bert Waiton 
Pollock Co 
(25) 
DeWolf Metc’lf & F 
Bayes & Speck 


Lew 





(Four to fill) Gray & Claire 
2a half (8-10) Roscoe Arbuckle 
(To fill) 6 Buccaneers 
2a half (1-3) OMAHA 
4 Vespers Keith’s 


Kramer Lamar & R 
Wally Sharples 
Johnny Tio 
Bennett 
Irene Vermillion 
Welch & Hill 


Ross & 


J Woodworth Orch | ist half (35-38) 
Palace H'ward Sadelle & B 

Ist half (4-7) Walter Walters 
Lanny Ross Bert Walton 
Mills, Kirk & M Buddy Rogers Co 
(Three to fill) PATERSON 

2d half (8-10) Keith’s 
Nick Lucas Ist half (4-7) 


(Four to fill) 


2d half 


Zelda Bros 

Joe Melino Co 
Irene Beasley 
Block & Sully 
Donatella Bros &C 


Robbins 3 
Al Abbott 


(1-3) Carl Shaw 


2d half 


Ist half (4-%) 


Evelyn Brent Co 
Lewis & Ames 
Adler & Bradford 


Harold Boyd Co 


Paddy Cliff Orch 
(Two to fill) 


(8-10) 


Tyler Mason 
Anthony Trint Or 


BOSTON (Three to fill) 
Keith’s (4) 2a half (1-3) 
3 White Flashes 


Irene Vermillion Co 
L 


Aaronson, 


Daphne Pollard 
Pat Rooney Jr 
Howard Marsh Co 
(25) 
James Evans Co 
Joe May & Dottie 4 


F & Flo Lewis 


Vanessi 


Pauls 


F’rsythe S'am'n & F 
J Cc Fiippen 
Co 
PARK LANE 
Keith’s (26 only) 


Joe Bg dtoward Co | iioward & Lind 

Harris 2 & I Roxy's Gang 
a Royle & Della 
CHICAGO ng bp dag 
Palace (4) artes on 


Buster Shaver Co 
Arnaut Bros 


Madame V 


Leavitt & L’ckwood 
Columbo Or 
(25) 


Ted Lewis Ba 


Russ 


4 Franks 
Snoozer Jr 


Schwarz 








PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (4) 


Venita Gould 
Joe May & Dottie 
Walter Powell Or 





_— = 
OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


This Week: Pat Kelly, 


1560 Bronzdway 


Herbert Rubin 





CINCINNATI | (25) 
y 3 French Misses 
Albeo (6) Hayes, Haig & H 
Ted Lewis Bd Dave Harris Co 
ides ig 3 1 Rae Samuels 
e ce & Emily tracie Schenk 
tee Py Gracie Schenk Co 


Irene Rich 
Garner Wolf 


Felovis 


COLUMBUS 


Ohio 


Co 

& HH 
Zelda Bros 
Roice 


(4) 


TORONTO 
Hippodrome (4) 


& Marsh 
Neville Fleeson 
Ross & Edwards 


4 Mills Bros Bernice & Emily 
DETROIT (25) 
Keith’s (4) ao a o 

Togo & Chiyo Rimacs Orch 


Charlie King 

Harry J ¢ 

Garner Wolf & H 

Stone & Gibbons 
5) 


(2 
Gilbert 


25 
Bros 

Boice & Marsh 
Kitty Doner to 


Co 
onley Co 


lst half 


Adelaide 


Roscoe Ates 
Don Valerio 
TRENTON 
Capitol 


(4-7) 


Hall 
(Three to fill) 


te Klee 2a half (8-10) 
ngenues Hal Boyd 
GRAND RAPIDS | (Three to fill) 
Keith's 2a half (1-3) 
Ist half (4-7) | Victoria & Lorenz 
Gilbert Bros Bernard & — 
Kirby & Duval ae —— 
Hudson Wonders eae. ke meee 
Joe Marks Co TROY 
Ingenues Keith’s 
Ist half (25-28) Ist helf (4-7) 
Betty J Cooper Willie Solar 
Arnaut Bros (Four to fill) 
Charlie King Co 2a half (8-10) 
Leavitt & L’ckwood Vanderbilt Boys 
Jack Gwynne Co Lionel ‘Mike’ Ames 
HEMPSTEAD (Three to fill) 
Rivoli 2d half (1-3) 
Ist half (4-7) & Pranks rit 
Whitey Roberts } ae mt we? erty 
Pease & Nelson | Cnits hdeaaiy . 
Britt Wood [pare are Se 
Alexander Santos Dalton ¢ ao 


(One to fill) 





WESTWOOD 
Keith's (25 only) 


Ist half (25-28) 
Winnie & Dolly 13 Pauls 
Cirillo Bros Howard & Lind 
Angus & Searle Roxy's Gang 
Joe Young Boyle & Della 
Lee Gails Bartee Sis 





i 


Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (3) 
Milton Berle 
Jack Pearl 
Street Singer 
Boulevard 
Ist half (3-6) 
Fiedler, R & D 
Clark Morrell 
Reuben Beckwith 
Ray & Harrison 
Joe Browning 


(One to fill) 
_ 24 half (7-9) 
Oliver, Sprague & A 


M & A Skelly 
Bob Fisher 
Bi'ndes & Brunettes 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
half (3-6) 
Janet May 
Eddie O'Rourke Co 
M & A Skelly 
Floyd Christy Co 
Kitchen Pirates 

(2d half (7-9) 
Arthur LaFleur Co 
Jerome Mann 
Roscoe Ates 
Pincus Sedley & D 
Yvonne & Victor R 

Paradise (3) 
Desert Song 

State (3) 

Gautier’s Toy Shop 
William Hall 
Slim Timblin Co 
Hutchinson Fam 
Ken Murray 
Mosconi Bros 

BROOKLYN 

Gates Ave 

Ist half (3-6) 
Joe Bell & Sis 
Bob Fisher 
James Kirkwood Co 
Pincus Sedley & 
12 Aristocrats 

2a half (7-9) 
Myrtle Boland 
Millard & Marlin 


Ist 





Senator Murphy 


Kitchen Pirates 
(One to fill) 
Meiropolitan (8) 
Show Boat 
Helen Morgan 
Jules Bledsoe 
Valencia (3) 
Great Gretonas 
Trado 2 
Nan Halperin 
Rex Weber 
Friedland Rev 
BALTIMORE 
Century (3) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Shelia Barrett 
Medley & Duprey 
Bill Robinson 
Piccianni Tr 
CLEVELAND 
State (3) 
Darro & Costa Rev 
ingone 
Ann Greenway 
Russ Brown 
George Olsen Orch 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (3) 
Kitaro Japs 
Krug & Robles 
Clifford & Marion 
Bing Crosby 
White & Manning 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (3) 
Great Johnson 
Forum Boys 
Hal Sherman Co 
Bob Murphy 
Shuran DeVries Co 
NEWARK 
State (3) 
Olvera Bros 
Andre Renard 
Lowe, Burnoff & W 
Barry Whitledge 
Henry Tobias Orch 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (3) 
Chaney & Fox 
Stuart & Lash 
Peter Higgins 
Amos ‘n’ Andy 





WARNER 





ELIZABETH 


Ritz 
Ist half (3-6) 
Al K. Hall & Jr 


(Three to fill) 

2a “half (7-9) 
V & E Stanton 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (24-27) 
Taketa Bros Co 
Donnelly, M & K 
4 Frankenbergs 
Ruby Norton 
Devito & Denny 

2a half (28-2) 
Mosconi Bros 
Carlton & Ballew 
Stewart Sis 
Ray & Harrison 
Carl Freed Co 





PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (3) 
Nell Kelly 
Ben Bernie Orch 
(Two to fill) 
(27) 
Geo Campos Co 
Goss & Barrows 
4 Golden Blondes 
Georgie Price 
4 Phantoms 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (3) 
Merle’s Cockatoos 
Roy Smeck 
Jack McLatlen 
Vaughn DeLeath 
(27) 
DeCardos 
Nell Kelly 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Arthur Tracy 





Fanchon 


& Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paradise (3) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Nenette Vallonm 
John Merkyl 
Charles Boyle 
Sylvia Shore 
John Wagner 
Rexy (3) 
Club Richman S’w 
Jack Osterman 
BROOKLYN 
‘ox (3) 
Tack Sam 
uman Horse 
Dukes 
Chang 
Schooler 
N Lone 
BOSTON 
Bosten (3) 
Roy Rogers 
Lang & O’Brien 
(Two to fill) 
Metronolitan (3) 
‘School Days’ I 
Miiton Douglas 
Mary Price 
Freddie Craig Jr 
Ollie Morosco 
Edna Sedgwick 
Charley Myers 
Bobby Bernard 
Muriel Moran 
Arlette Young 
O’Connor Bros 
Buster Keim 


Long 
The I 
Frank 

Pan & 
Dave 
M & 





Buddy Doyle 
Bobbe Arnst 
Jane Lee 
John Rutherford 
Pietro Gentili 
Carter De Haven Jr 
William Dyer 
Eddie Abdo 
Howard Nugent 
Virginia L Bouldin 
Juan Villasana 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (3) 
Sandy Lang Co 
Ile Paul 
Marcelle & 

4 Flushers 
Norman Frescott 
OAKLAND 
Orpheum (24) 

‘Movie Circus’ 
Monte Blue 
Monroe Bros 
Annette Ames 
4 Normans 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox ( 
Pee Leg Bates 
Bellet & Lamb 
Radio Rubes 
Great Yacopis 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (3) 
Dave Apollon Co 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (24) 
Teddy Joyce 
Walter Hiers 
Snub Pollard 


Ww'ms 


; Rev 
| Mitchell 
| T.uecil 








Dorothy Keim Sannte 
a D & H_ Blossom 
aici Fr Mary Miles 
a - wn Cathleen Bessette 
‘Joy Bells’ 1 ede ase 
King Bros & C TORO! 
Stetson Imperial (3) 
Nadine Gae ‘Big Top 
a iciee Co Jack Sidney 
Ann Roberts Adele Nelson Co 
Sunkist Ens Flo Mayo a ee 
‘LEVELAND Harrison's ircus 
“Raeas (3) Bechee & Rubyatt’ 
Mercedes Dolly Kramer | 
Martin & Martin WORC ESTER | 
Keller Sis & Lynch Poli 8) 
Frank Melino Co ‘Spotlights’ I 
Billy Glason ; Charlie Metson 
HARTFORD — nette 
Capitol (3) 13 Bredwins — 
whoepes” 'Chalmers Ballet 
| 


Cabarets i 





NEW YORK CITY 


Biltmore Hotel | 
Whiteman Or! 
Vance 
McKenzie 

Hlealy 

Taylor 


Pau 
Jane 
Red 
Peggy 
Irene 


Jack Fulton Jr 


Ramona 


Central P’k Casino 
Morton Downey 
Eddy Duchin Orch 


; Tina 





Picture Theatres 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (24) 
1933’ 
& Durant 
le Page 
eryl Wallace 
Kings of Jungle’ 
RKO Roxy (24) 
‘ina Terasova 
Tanova & Baikoff 
John Uppman 
Frank Bernard 
3 Sailors 
‘Rome Express’ 


Roxy (24) 
Long Tack Sam Co 
Collette Lyons 
Pansy 
Frank Dukes 
Dave Schooler 
‘Man Who Won’ 

BROOKLYN 

Paramount (24) 
Mae West 
Georges Metexa 
‘Done Him Wrong’ 

BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (24) 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ 
Ethel Waters 
Pike Davis 

BOSTON 
Metrepolitan (24) 


DETROIT 
Fox (24) 

Jay Mills Co 
‘Infernal Machine’ 
Michigan (24) 
Boswell Sis 

Will Mahoney 
Edwin George 
‘B'pl'yees Entr’nce’ 
PHILADELPHIA 

Fays (24) 
Metro Ens 
‘Second Hand Wife’ 

Fox (24) 

H Timberg & Jr 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
Audray Parker 
Lee Chaizel 
Oliver Harris 
‘Broadway Bad’ 

ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (24) 
George Beatty 
Lane & Harper 
Healy & Garnella 
June Worth 
Frank Melling 
Milton Slosser 
Al Roth 
‘42d St’ 

Fox (24) 
Buster Shaver Co 
3 McCann Sis 
Duponts 
Steva Savage 








Johnny Perkins Coj Allen & Louise 
‘Kings Vacation’ Al Lyons 
Club Mayfair Hotel Montclair 


Millard & Anita 
Oscar Davis 
Margie Landy 
Madlyn Moore 
Beth Cannon 

Lee 

Al Crawford Orch 
$ Mayfair Beauties 


Connie’s Inn 


Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 
Red & Struggle 
Simms & Bowle 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 8 


Cotton Club 


Aida Ward 

Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 
Lrown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Elmer Turner 
Carolyn Snowden 
4 Blazers 
Necodemus 

Alma Smith 
Little Bits 

Phil Scott 

Cab Calloway Orch 


Club Richman 
Jack Osterman 
Richman Rev 
Jerry Freeman Or 
Arthtr Brown 
Cc & C Herbert 
Francis Faye 

El Chico’s 
Duran & Moreno 
lorenzo Herrera 


El Flamengo 


Al Valencia Orch 
El Flamencito 
Nina & Moreno 
Marquita Flores 
Tenacio Ruffino 
Marta de la Torre 
Accordion Luis 


El Patio 


Beatrice Lillie 
Fontana & Coles 
Endor & Farrell 
Henry King Or 
Embassy Club 
Georges Metexa 
D & D Fitzgibbon 
Loomis 2 
H Rosenthal Ore 
Don Carlos Orc 
Gypsy Trail 
Baroness Erzsi 
louis Hegedush 
Iethel Pastor 
Kokosch Gypsy Or 
U'lyw’d R'staurant 


Fowler & Tamara 
Collette Sis 

Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Bow 

¢ Climas 
Marquerite & Leroy 
Theo Phane 
Barbara Blane 
Jean Muna 

Ahi 
Vercell & Sinnott 
Giadys Leslie 

Iris Adrian 
Marian Martin 
Floria Vestoff 
Eddie Ray 

Kris Gerald 

T & F Hoag 
Byrnes & Swanson 
Slave Dance 
Isham Jones Orch 


Hotel Lexington 
Don Bestor Orch 
Mayfair Yacht Club 


Ross & Sargent 
Meyer Davis Orch 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Rose & Ray Lyte 
Deane Janis 
Ilal Kemp Orch 


Bismarck 
Ann Greenway 
Donna & Darrell 
Jean & Joan 
Frieda Sullivan 
Art Kassel Orch 
Blue Grotto 
Tweedie 
jorie Tate 
& Marie 


Mat 

MIaryve 

lloney Sis 

Jean Miles 

Jackie Daw Orch 
Cafe DeAlex 


Alfredo & Dolores 
Marie de la Vega 


Leola Ackman 
Enrico Clausi 
Dennis O'Neil 


E Hoffman Orch 
Chez Parce 

Collette Sis 

Bryan McDonald 

Helen Wherle 

Caston Libby & K | 

Georgie Taps 


Charley Eckels Or 


Monte Carlo 

Val Vestoff 

Vito & Piri 

Donald Burr 
Medisca & Michael! 
Dorothy Dell 
James Hall 

Ethel Allis 


Nut Club 


Jack White 
Jerry Bergen 
Taulu Bates 
Brooke Adams 
Bill Spencer 
Blanche Latell 
Dorothy Maxine 
Al Parker 
Jimmy Murphy 
3 Blake Sis 
Lew Dolgofft 
Joe Haymes Orch 


Paradise 
N T G Rev 
Cantor’s Beauts 
Abe Lyman Orch 


Paramount Grill 


Ted Healy Co 
T Manahan Ore 


Park Central Hotel 


Russ Columbo Orch 
Hannah Williams 


Park Central 


Freddie Martin Or 
Frances Langford 
Rachel Carles 

4 Sizzlers 

Charmel 

Selbys 


Place Pigalle 


Peggy de Albrew 
Veloz & Yolanda 
E Madreguera Orch 
D Alberto Tangoists 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Ted Weems Orch 


Roosevelt Hote) 
Guy Lombardo Or 


Royal Box 


Elizabeth Welch 
Opel Cooper 
John Maclin 
Charles Lewis 
Gordon St, Chad 
Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 


St. Regis Hotel 
Anson Weeks Orch 


Small’s Paradise 


‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Jehnson 
Meers & Norton 

3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 

Wm Spellman 

3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 

Mabel Scott 

Roy White 
Dorothy Turner 
Chas Johnson Orch 


Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 
The Csarda 


Karoly Bencze 
Zsiga Bela 

Mme Ilona deThury 
Karoly Nyaray 


Village Barn 


Brook Adams 
Val Vestoff 
Molly MacGovern 
Joe Furst’s Orch 


Waldorf-Astoria 





Nina Laughlin 
Jack Denny Orch 


Edith Griffith 
Ben Pollock Orch 


College Inn 
Fawn & Jordon 
Jackie Heller 
Pat Barnes 
4 Abbotters 
Ben Bernie 


Congress Hotel 
Baron & Blair 
Katya Libby & C 
Robert Royce 
Lopez Orch 


Frolic’s 
Tex Guinan Gang 
Fiorence Barlow 
Ralph Cook 
Yvonne Douvier 
June Carrol} 
Rernie Marshall 
Easter & Haze 
Dick Lane 
Dick Rock Orch 





Playground 
Eddie Clifford 
Vaughn Sis 





Julia Lyons 
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Norma Ballard Doris Lenihan 
Carl Lorraine Orch] Robbie Cook 

Paramount Phil Sax Orch 

Via Lago 


Anita LaPierre 


Mary Nolan Jackie Hamlin 


Peggy Moore Todd Sis 
Genevieve Moore Paula Tymes 
Billy Carr Wiki Bird 
Mary Neville Al Handler Bd 


Syd Lang Oreh Wintergarden 


Terrace Gardens Buckley & Bennett 
Paul Sis Miss Lydia 
Lovey Twins 


Mayfield 3 


“he Daniels Joreska & Lydia 

Alice Blue Frankie Masters Or 

Al Kvale Orch 100 Club 
Vanity Fair LaMignon 

Cliff Winehill Johanna Nagle 





Alexander & 8S Jimmy Noone Orch 








B&K Take Over Orpheum, | 
In Springfield for RKO. 


Springfield, Il., Feb. 27. 


Balaban & Katz and Great State 
Theatres take over the operation of | 
the RKO Orpheum (3,000) this week 
(27). Orpheum leasea the house 
when it was built about six years 
ago and it is the premier show- 
shop of Central Illinois. 

Old policy of five or six acts with 
a picture gradually petered out. 
This season, the policy has been | 
straight talkers with a four act | 
vaudeville bill on Sundays, 


Present acts are indifferent in 
quality. This town is hungry for 
good vaudeville but will not patron- 
ize inferior bills. 

New policy, announced by gen- 
eral manager M. M. Rubens, of 
Great States, will be three or four 
day appearances of radio names, 
Mills Brothers being billed to open 
the house under the new regime. 
Ralph W. Lawler, former manager 
of Madison, Peoria, and theatres in 
Bloomington, will be the new mana- 
ger. Top price is 40 cents. 


Trade Problems Stall 
Annual Drive of NVA 


Henry Chesterfield has been try- 
ing to round up the various man- 
agers for a discussion of the shortly 
due NVA Fund drive, but so far no 
dice. It’s a unanimous stall all 
around, with the managers saying 
they'll take the matter up as soon 
as possible, but in the meanwhile 
they have other things to worry 
about, such as receiverships, biz, etc. 

The NVA needs about $200,000 to 
operate in Saranac and New York 
for the fiscal year, Annual drive is 
usually held in April, via plate pass- 
ing in the theatres, but so far no- 
body has decided on a means for 
digging this year. 

Chesterfield is trying to get the 
NVA Fund manager-members to set 
a date for a meeting. 


Jenie Jacobs’ Staff 
Heads Continue Agcy 


oO. L, Oz, Henry Wiese, Mike Con- 
nally, Bill O’Reilly and Pauline 
Cooke are the department heads in 
the Jenie Jacobs office who remain 
to carry on the agency business. 
They represent the Jacobs acts for 
vaude, legit, pictures and radio. 

Oz continues as the agency’s RKO 
floor rep under Miss Jacobs’ fran- 
chise. 
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Minn. Orpheum Grossing 
$8,000; Rent $4,500 Wk. 





9 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 


Appointment of the Minnesota 
Loan & Trust Co. of this city as 
trustee for the Orpheum theatre, 
Omaha, reveals that house, grossing 
only around $8,000 a week wich a 
vaudfilm policy, was shouldered 
with a weekly rental of $4,500, 
leaving but $3,509 for operating 
costs. 

The theatre was built by the 
Omaha Orpheum Co. part owner of 
the fee, and was financed in large 


part by the sale of $1,250,000 build- 
ing bonds to the general public in 
Minneapolis, Omaha, Kansas City 
and St. Louis who are now holding 
the sack. The Minnesota Loan & 
Trust Co. here was one of the un- 
derwriters of the bonds and helped 
to peddle them to the local public, 
Interest on the bonds was defaulted, 


along with principal payment, Dec. 1, 


The Omaha Orpheum Co. leased 
the deluxe showhouse to the Orph- 
eum circuit at the $4,500 per week 
rental, which was supposed to cover 


taxes, insurance, ground rental, bond 


interest of $72,000 a year and other 
incidental carrying charges and to 
afford the owners a ‘fair return’ on 
their investment. When the Orph- 
eum company ceased paying its rent 
and the Omaha Orpheum company 
was unable to meet its bond service 
last December, the receivership fol- 
lowed. 

Herbert S. Daniel, the federal re- 
ceiver, is permitting the Omaha Ore 
pheum company to operate the show- 
house under the receivership, with 
the Minnesota Loan & Trust Co, 
here, a subsidiary of one of the city’s 
two largest banking institutions, 
taking charge: of all funds as trustee 
for the receiver. It is hoped sufficient 
will be realized from present oper- 
ations to net something for the bond 
holders. 





MRS. BOYD RKO LETOUT 


After 10 Years—Bookers’ Stenogs 
Handle Her Contract Work 





Mrs. Irene Boyd, head of the cone 
tract department in the RKO book- 
ing office for 10 years, was let out 
last week. Economy, 

Contracts henceforth will be han- 
dled individually by the bookers’ 
own stenogs., 





Blumenfeld Already Out 
Before Danger Took Date 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 


Jack Danger, actor-booker, played 
Powers theatre, Grand Rapids, as 
an act with the full knowledge and 
understanding ef Herman Blumen- 
feld, the former booker, that he was 
negotiating to take over the‘ house 
as a booker. At the time Danger 
was booked as an act Blumenfeld 
had already received notice to dis- 
continue booking the house, 

Danger states and Blumenfeld 
concurs that there was no question 
of taking the house away as R. G, 
Taylor, owner of the theatre, had 
already made his decision in that 
regard. It is further stated that 
Danger and Blumenfeld had done 
business together in booking the 
house prior to Danger’s assuming 
sole booking of it. 





size of the theatre is the immediate 


a mike, would be out. 


elements could be included. 
up his sleeve. 


seats by the audience. 


business, 


the 





Robinson & Louise 
June Hurley 


all been scared away from any Radio Cits 


Inside Stuff-Yaude 


Roxy’s reported straight vaudeville idea at 40-55-75c. for the 3,700- 
seat RKO Roxy in Radio City, is regarded as impractical by most vaude- 
villians, as the plan has been described to them, 


In their opinion the 
bar to success. 


Consensus is that straight vaude at the RKO Roxy must necessarily 
be without what has always been the backbone of variety—comedy. Also 
talk of any kind except such as can be successfully delivered through 


Size of the theatre would confine the shows to only a few, and not the 
most important, elements of real variety. 
singers, dancers, pantomimists and soundless novelties, none of the other 
Unless Roxy has a brand new idea in variety 


Beyond robust or microphone 


Sight comedy and such talk as could be conveyed through a loud 
speaker, would be the only kind possible. Personality comics, as well as 
personality types in other lines, would be automatically eliminated. The 
sketch and all other straight talking turns could not be used. 


the reported 


First line stage comedians canvassed for opinions on 
Roxy intention, are unanimous in saying that if the policy goes in, it 
will have to get along without them—unless Roxy can show them a 24- 
carat system for landing in a theatre of the RKO Roxy’s size. They've 


r engagements in either theatre, 


Another drawback to straight vaude, in the general opinion, is the 
proposed policy of four shows a day. That would mean shifting of 


Vaude’s departure from reserved seats and two-a- 
day and into the grind has long since driven the quiet talking act out of 
In robbing variety entertainment of much of its former 
diversity, this as much as anything else has been responsible for the 
sameness that now prevails in bills. 
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15 YEARS AGC 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





tovernment frowning on peace 
songs as possible German propa- 
ganda. 





‘Variety’ reported that actors ina 
floppo were viewing an extra, who 
went on in the last act, with envy. 
He only got $7, but that was cash. 
They were taking paper. 





Orpheum circuit discussng the 
feasibility of keeping the houses 
open all summer. Now they're talk- 
ing of keeping them shut all winter. 





Massachusetts court held musical 
union could not stipulate the num- 
ber of players in a theatre. Mana- 
ger wanted an _ organist. Union 
wanted six pit men. Court held de- 
mand to interfere with employers’ 
rights. 





American burlesque wheel was 
cleaning up in advance. Promised 
there would be no cooch dancers 
on the wheel in the fall. 





‘Friendly Enemies,’ with Louis 
Mann and Sam Bernard, was break- 
ing in in Washington. FPresident 
Wilson saw the show and from his 
box approved the production. Al 
Woods called it his million dollar 
show, and it came close to qualify- 
ing. Woods had half and the stars 
a quarter each. 





Caruso turned down offers for 
seven concerts following the opera 
season that would have grossed him 
$55,000. Trouble was the income tax 
surtax would have taken half of it. 





Essanay pictures bounced a child 
star. Complained that no matter 
how good, the exhibs would not pay 
as much for a child feature as for 
an adult star. Before Jackie Coogan. 





Galli-Curci ticket gouges inspired 
a new law against ticket specula- 
tion. No speculators worried. 





Hiram Abrams, then heading 
Paramount, issued a statement that 
the reason Paramount was success- 
ful was that it had 40,000,000 ac- 
counts instead of 6,000 exhibs. Con- 
sidered the ultimate consumer, he 
said. 





Midwest indie had produced a 10- 
reel film reputed to have cost $100,- 
000 to produce. Depicted the con- 
flict between God and the devil. 
Never got anywhere with it, 





Herbert Brenon went to England 
to assume charge of Pritish army 
picture activities. Given the rank 
of major. Ended more or less in 
disaster. 





Sophie Tucker took a half page 
ad in ‘Variety’ to announce she was 
not singing patriotic songs. Felt it 
was more patriotic to ‘cheer her 
audiences up. Specially disliked 
comedy war songs. 


90 YEARS AGO 








(From ‘Clinper’) 
Authority branded 99 out of every 
100 wrestling matches’ crooked. 


Known as ‘barneys’ in those days. 





Kicks in New Orleans when last 
night of the French opera season 
was hurt by failure of stars to show 
up. Audience got a refund, but still 
sore. 





In San Francisco Leonard Grover's 
‘The City’ was a frost, but the scene 
painter was given a curtain call for 
his effects. 





Tony Pastor resumed his operatic 
travesties which had been such hits 
in previous seasons. May and Flora 
Irwin and Jacques Kruger were in 
the cast. They had been playing in 
farces for Pastor all season. 





W. H. Vanderbilt signed an option 
on the Madison Sq. Garden for $9590,- 
000. It had been used as a freight 
station for his N. Y. Central. } 








‘Wife of Frank Mordaunt became | 
jealous of one of the piayers in the 


Inside Stuft—Pictures 


There’s a backyard argument between Jack Warner and Sam Goldwyn 
over the latter's statement in New York papers that picture people in 
Hollywood are incompetent, extravagant and out of step with the times. 
From the way Warner talks, it looks as if the boys will stick their 
tongues out at each other when Warner meets Goldwyn in New York 
this week. 

Warner says Goldwyn’s allegations may be true in some instances but 
he has no right to classify all producers in one blanket indictment when 
he complains of Hollywood's modus operandi. Making a personal issue 
out of it, Warner claims that in respect to his own studio Goldwyn is 
out of step entirely. 

Warner topped off his yell by saying he'll pay the United Artists pro- 
ducer any salary he names to sit in on WB production meetings for one 
week if he can prove his allegations true, 





Who is boss on a picture currently in production has been settled by 
the director, who has megged the femme star before and previously 
harkening to her suggestions. With an evening call for 7 recently, the 
star drifted on the lot nearly two hours late. In front of the waiting 
company the director gave her a dressing down that made history in 
Hollywood, Neither the star, nor her husband, whe is also in the pic- 
ture, could say a word since they were in the wrong. 

Trying to smooth things over, the actress offered some suggestions 
for the next scene. Director exploded anew, declaring that from then 
on he, and he alone, would say how the picture was to be made. 





If there are any comedies in the 1933-’34 line-up of independent product 
it will be because what started out to be a meller or society drama just 
went that way. 

Oldest indies are veering far from actual comedy simply because of 
the cost. Some who have attempted comedy report that the budget for 
deliberate laughs is multiple that of the ordinary drama by four or five 
times. 

A compendium of opinion indicates the average small producer wouldn't 
take a comedy star for a gift. When they get into the mathematics of 
cost over-footage, made incalculable by countless retakes, is staggering. 





There are more bidders for the Embassy than any house on Broadway, 
but Fox executives are discouraging all comers by demanding $15,000 
per week. This is four times the rental of the old Roxy. Embassy has 
slightly over 600 seats, while the old Roxy seats 6,200. 

Main attraction to the newsreel theatre is its location. Some of the 
bidders to sublet are even offering to retain the Fox-Hearst name in the 
marquee and to continue part of the present program on the screen. 

To consummate such a deal, however, Hearst must be sold as strong 
as Fox and as yet no bidder has gotten far enough in the transaction to 
seek the publisher, 





Self-constituted censors in Ontario, Calif., prevailed upon the F-WC 
management to eliminate one scene from Fox’s ‘State Fair’ for the local 
showing, basing their request on a report sent out by a women’s film 
reviewing body that the scene in question was objectionable. House 
agreed, and the women who brought about the elimination bragged 
about their powers all over town. When the picture was shown house 
manager was approached by many patrons and informed that if house 
policy was to be governed by a few narrow-minded local censors they 
would transfer their patronage to Riverside, or other nearby towns. 





Since the producers’ agreement has been in force the Academy has 
kept a record of all hiring and firing of talent. Records show that in no 
instance has there been any attempt by one company to engage either 
acting or writing talent that was on a week-to-week salary basis, but 
there has been considerable tampering with employees under contract. 

Peculiarly, the agreement does not consider producer negotiations with 
week-to-week employees of other companies a violation of the pact, but 
it does so in cases of contract personnel, 





Cut in admissions at the downtown deluxerg in Los Angeles, with 
most of the subsequent runs in the business section going to 10c on 
double bills during the day, has resulted in a shift of low tariff patron- 
age from Main street to Broadway. For years Mair street has had the 
corner on the jitney and dime trade. Finer houses on Broadway, two 
blocks over, later attractions and dual programs, however, have the 
Main street exhibs scratching their heads over how to hold what remain- 
ing patronage they have. 





Supervisor has been putting several Hollywood agents on the spot at 
his studio by misquoting salaries of players to his boss. Supe says he 
has been able to chisel down the established salary of a certain player, 
quoting the boss a lower figure than asked by the agent. This gets him 
a@ pat on the back from the head man. 

When error is discovered, it’s the agent who is blamed, and in order 
to keep the studio’s good will he must take it. Gag can’t be worked 
much longer, as the boss is becoming wise. 





Mayor Porter of Los Angeles was kept fuming for 40 mins. by Jack 
Warner's late arrival at the dedicatory exercises of the WB-GE ballyhoo 
train prior to its departure for the east. Studio exec’s son, Jack, Jr., 
finally had to pinch hit as speaker, the high schoo! lad introducing the 
celebs to the crowd. 

When Mayor Curley of Boston was a recent guest at the Warner 
studio, he had to wait half an hour in the lunch room until Warner 
showed up. 





The Shuberts are now operating the Winter Garden on Broadway 
themselves, under a friendly deal with Warner Bros. which assures film 
supply. Percentage of gross to Warners to cover picture product. 

Policy continues indefinitely until Shuberts are ready to place musi- 
cals of the ‘Passing Show’ type back into house, with concerts on Sun- 








troupe and went around tearing 
down her lithographs. Actress had 
her arrested and the judge told the 
wife Mordaunt was not good looking 
enough to make such a fuss over. 


thizers. Out all season and this was | 
the first kick. Gus Hill got it 10 
years later with his ‘Hogan's Alley,’ 
but all over the east. 











Dan Rice, the veteran clown, who 
had been in retirement, signed with | 
Nathan's circus. Talking clowns! 
were on their way out, due to the! 
multiple ring idea. | 


Stars at a local variety house pre- 
sented a drama ‘assisted by mem- 
bers of their company and two bull- 
dogs.’ 











Augustin Daly presented for the Dobson Bros. gave a banjo con- | 
first time ‘7-20-8.’ As usual, ‘Clipper’; cert in Steinway hall with $500 
did not care much for the play,} worth of instruments offered as! 
though it long remained in the rep-| prizes in a contest for amateurs. | 
ertory. Chas. Dobson modestly described | 
himself as ‘the champion of all) 
William Stafford closed his sea-| champions, the teacher of all teach- | 

| 





son abruptly, but he paid the troupe) ers.’ 
in full to the announced closing date 
in May. Unusual. 





Inventor was offering a theatre | 
sprinkler system and an ‘actors’ ex- | 
‘Squatter Sovereignty,’ Harrigan] tinguisher.’ Latter was sort of bath | 
and Hart success which was being} cabinet in which any actor who | 
toured by Mart Hanley, was egged | found himself afire could stand and | 
in Minneapolis by Irish sympa-| be wet down. Situated in the wings, ' 








Inside Stufl—Lest- 


A. H. Woods will soon quit his office atop the Eltinge, New York, 
which he has occupied for the last 20 years. He has taken quarters in 
the New Amsterdam theatre building, eastward of his spot on 42nd 
street. Reason for moving is that his lease on the property has expired, 

The Eltinge in its hey-day was a first-grade legit stand. Woods in 
his prime as @ producer staged one hit after another and six shows 
played there within a period of seven years. Now the house is used for 
stock burlesque. 

Woods’ rise to managerial fame started with ‘Within the Law,’ which 
ran 18 months at the Eltinge. He had a third interest in the show and 
doubled that by buying out William A, Brady, who made a quick sale 
after the meller flivved in Chicago prior to its Broadway debut. Arch 
and Edgar Selwyn owned the remaining interest. 

The other consecutive run shows that made plenty at the house were: 
‘The Yellow Ticket,’ ‘Fair and Warmer,’ ‘Innocent,’ ‘Cheating Cheaters’ 
and ‘Song of Songs.’ Then there followed a string of farce successes 
which clicked so consecutively that Woods used the Republic to present 
such shows as ‘Parlor, Bedroom and Bath.’ 

Woods’ offices will be turned into living quarters by Max Rudnick, who 
runs the burly troupe downstairs, Latter has run the house for the last 
two years of the Woods lease. 








As Elsa Brandt in ‘Alien Corn,’ at the Belasco, New York, Katharine 
Cornell is supposed to be an accomplished pianist. Several times at the 
instrument so well does she simulate playing that is is impossible to dis- 
cern the fact that the music comes from backstage. 

Miss Cornell’s lines in German with Siegfried Rumann, who plays 
Elsa’s father, are spoken like a cultured resident of Berlin. The star 
was born in that city of American parents, but was brought up here, 
Last summer, however, she made a lengthy sojourn in Bavaria to brush 
up on her German, having the play in mind, 





Lines at the box office of Erlanger’s Biltmore, Los Angeles, daily, and 
sell-out for the opening Sunday (26), makes it appear that Sam H. Harris’ 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ has hit bigger than any other legit that has visited the 
coast in months, Althoygh set in for two weeks, it is probable now 
that at least an additional seven days will be added, 

On a sellout house can top the musical’s nut by $7,750 a week. At 50c, 
to $2.50 mats, and $1 to $3 nights, the Biltmore can gross $31,000 a 
week, with the 20-piece orchestra, 30 stagehands and troupe of 93 dent- 
ing that sum by around $23,250. 





days. Shuberts have this definitely in mind, but no tentative date or 
formulated plans. 





After working out plans for drastic salary cuts and discharges of per- 
sonnel at a coast studio the comptroller of the organization is under- 
stood to have eliminated himself from the group who got a pay knifing 
running from 15 to 40%. 

It is claimed he also saw to it that his brother-in-law, employed in 
the camera department, and his own secretary, were not put through 
the pruning process. 





Whether Hillstreet, only remaining RKO house in Southern California, 
remained open or shut its doors rested on the ability of the manage- 
ment to trim the nut around $1,000 a week. Through the co-operation 
of L. A. merchants with whom the house deals, careful pruning of ad- 
vertising and other expenses, operating expense has been cut to $6,000 
weekly, exclusive of pictures, which are played on percentage, Pruning 
process cut no salaries, 





‘Made On Broadway’, bought recently by Metro from Courtenay Ter- 
rett, was originally written for Paramount. Latter studio paid the writer 
a salary to concoct the yarn on its time with an understanding the story 
would be taken when it jelled. None of the Par producers warmed to 
the story, so Terrett left Paramount and next day sold it to Metro. 





Coast circuit, at the request of the government in its drive against 
aliens, supplied its employees with identification blanks to be filled out. 
No unwillingness to comply was encountered until the operators were 
approached, Latter contended they were working for the union, not 
the circuit, and that any request to such information would have to 
come from their local, 





Carroll S. Trowbridge, Doug Fairbanks’ personal representative in 
New York, has assumed the same role for Mary Pickford and will imme- 
diately prepare to center interest upon ‘Secrets,’ scheduled as next for 
Rivoli, N. Y., opening March 8, After that Trowbridge will tour key 
cities and contact exchanges on ‘Secrets.’ 





Greatest paint explosion Broadway probably has ever witnessed now 
smothers the Criterion, Paramount exploiteers got instructions to bunch 
color in an effort to make the sealed house sell the company’s bill across 
the street. Except when the bulbs are lighted the Criterion stands for 
color, but little more to the average passerby. 





Definitely spotting Colleen Moore in the Lasky film “The Power and 
the Glory’, gives the erstwhile star her first tumble in films since 1929, 
and the first break since Metro termed her nine months ago. At various 
times Metro has had her up for certain parts, but plans never material- 
ized, with the result that she was loaned to Fox. 





Boy friend of a former Hollywood star is out of luck so far as pub- 
licity on a story he sold to a studio is concerned. Press agent ap- 
proached him regarding the yarn, seeking some information for a press 
release. Boy friend’s sarcastic wisecracks were just enough for the 
p. a. to forget about the whole matter. 





Nathan Burkan is latest to step into the Paramount receivership pic- 
ture. The lawyer is representing Erpi. Up to the time of receivership, 
Paramount-Publix owed Erpi around $680,000 in equipment royalties. 
Burkan is reported as chiefly concerned with royalties accruing since 
then. 





In a letter to other producers, Jesse Lasky deplores the craze which 
has gripped Hollywood film femmes, that of wearing male attire, Lasky 
urged his brother producers to unite in an effort to squash the pants 


|} evil which he fears will prompt club women to boycott certain stars, 


Deal between bankers and Joe Leo for the latter to take over the Fox 
in 'Frisco for William Fox operation, is all set but for one detail. 

Parties can't determine who should pay for legal services in drawing 
up the papers. 








Two brothers recently sold themselves as producers to a major studio 
on the idea that their fast shooting methods would save money for the 
company. Tho'r first picture, in production for five days, is two days 
behind schedule. 

Only kicks Paramount reports so far receiving on the Mae West pic- 


ture are when the exhib sells it straight as ‘Diamond Lil’ or else tries to 
top press sheet sex exploitation. 

Krimsky and Cochran have sold the Canadian rights on ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform’ to Columbia on a percentage distribution deal. 
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Sunday Drama Bill Up in Albany; 
) Bodies Back It, Equity Lone ‘No’ 


Possibility of Sunday legit per- 
formances on Broadway has perked 
up considerably in the past week 
despite the opposition expressed by 
Equity. From the present outlook 
it appears that the actors are the 
only persons in show business who 
are against the idea and that is not 
certain because Equity officers been 
doing the talking, not individual 
members. 

A bill to legalize Sundays has 
been introduced at Albany by As- 
semblyman Julius Berg. It has 
been endorsed by New /York’s 
stage hands union, the musicians 
union, the scenic artists union and 
the Dramatists Guild which acted 
yesterday (Monday.) In addition, 
of course, is the managerial body 
the Theatre League. That makes 
five stage bodies in accord, Equity 
being a lone wolf. 

Equity has not acted on the Berg 
measure, but its attitude toward 
petitions in favor of Sundays which 
the League distributed, indicates it 
is still adamant. 

None of the petitions are known 
to have been signed by actors. 
Charge is made that when the pe- 
titions were posted on back stage 
bulletin boards they were ripped 
down. With the stage hands and 
musicians favoring Sundays the 
disappearance of the petitions is 
placed at Equity’s door. 


M-G-M SOLOING STAGE 
PRODUCTIONS IN FALL 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Deciding to remain separate from 
the proposed Hollywood stage 
group which would produce plays 
for all studios, Metro has set a 
policy of having a theatre and has 
also selected six plays as part of 
its plan to enter the legit field in 
Hollywood. No contracts will be 
made until the studio’s stage unit 
is incorporated, as another organ- 
ization apart from the film produc- 
tion end. 

Virst stage play will probably not 
be made until fall. 

Offer by Harry Cohn to subscribe 
$10,000 as a starter to secure an 
interest in the legit company, has 
been refused by Metro. 


Chi Grouns Pool for 
Rice’s ‘We, the People’ 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 

‘We, the Peaple’, Elmer Rice’s 
strong medicine, will have ics Chi- 
cago presentation through the In- 
stitute Players. Charles Freeman of 
that organization has worked out 
a deal for nominal royalty to Rice 
and hopes to open the play in late 
March, 

Because of the ambitious nature 
of the undertaking for a little the- 
atre it is likely the production will 
be a joint effort of all the little 
theatres in Chicago marshalling 
their resources for the occasion, 














Air Team in Play 


Oakland, Cal., Feb. 27. 

Fulton presents Cecil and Sally, 
Coast radio team, now without a 
sponsor, in a stage play for a week’s 
run starting Feb. 26. 

John Patrick and Helen Troy, the 
team, will have their air roles. Play 
is the work of Patrick, who does the 
radio sketches, and a stock cast will 
be in support. 

Plans is to tour the sticks. 
G. Fee directing. 


John 





Blores Twin Bankrupts 


Eric Blore, legit actor, residing in 
Douglaston, L. I., discloses liabilities 
of $20,650 and assets of $75 in a 
voluntary bankruptcy petition filed 
last week. 

His wife, Clara, in a separate 
Petition alleges the same amount of 
debts and assets. 





Wallace Play Set for Frisco 
San Francisco, Feb. 27. 
Louis Macloon plans a March 
opening for ‘Hand in the Fog,’ 
Edgar Wallace play which he will 
bring into Belasco & Curran’s 
Geary. Cast now being set in Los 
Angeles. 
It will be Macloon’s first produc- 
tion in a year. 
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OPERA’S TWIN LEADS | 


Rex Weber and Robt. Chisholm Set, 
Also Femme Import ‘ 

Robert Chisholm and Rex Weber 
will handle the lead male roles in 
‘Beggar’s Opera’, which went into 
rehearsal yesterday (27) for John 
Krimsky and rifford Cochran. 
Steffi Duna, imported from Europe, 
will probably handle the part of 
Polly, femme lead. 

Piece, based on Kurt Weill’s Ger- 
man operetta, will be retitled be- 
fore opening in New York in order 
to avoid confusion with the John 
Gay opera of which it’s a modern- 
ization. Francesco von Men¢celssohn, 
who staged it originally in Berlin, 
is here to handle the staging on this 
side. 


BALLETS FLOCK 
IN FROM EUROPE 


Extraordinary return of the ballet 
is predicted for next season. This 
branch of concert entertainment has 
been holding up very well in the 
face of everything, with the Metro- 
politan managers of the opinion that 
the novelty of some recent foreign 
ballet troupes is the b.o. explana- 
nation. 

As a result, on the strength of 
Shand-Kar, the Indian dancer's ap- 
peal, and others, the Columbia Con- 
certs Corp. (CBS subsid) is import- 
ing the Serge Lifar ballet from the 
Paris opera; S. Hurok is bringing 
over the Jost ballet, a new school 
of terpsichore, from Germany; the 
Russian ballet from Monte Carlo 
and Sakharoff’s Russian ballet. 














B’way’s Meanest Man 


Meanest man in town is the 
manager of a New York legit 
theatre currently housing a 
musical. He’s the nephew of 
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Shubert Sale Set Back to March 17 


Bidder Will Need $40,000 Spot Cash 





the owner, which is a reason. | 
An usher found a bracelet in || 
the house and collected a re- | 
ward. The mer. declared him- 
self in for 50%. That happened 
after he cut the usher’s salary | 

from $1.25 a day to $1. 
Couple of people in the show 
installed a slot machine back- | 
' 














AARONS-FREEDLEY PART 
AFTER 12 YRS. AS FIRM 


Alex A. Aarons and Vinton Freed- 
ley are splitting a managerial part- 
nership of 12 years standing. Both 
plan to produce individually, stating 
that they part as friends, believing 
their collaborative efforts as produc- 
ers are not as effective as formerly. 

Freedley, formerly on the stage, 
and Aarons, son of Alfred E. Aarons 
then general manager for A. L. Er- 
langer, joined as managers and 
clicked with their first show ‘Lady 
Be Good.’ The duo developed a rep- 
utation for staging smart musical 
comedies and there followed ‘Tip 
Toes,’ ‘Oh Kay’ and their outstand- 
ing success ‘Hold Everything’ which 
made more than $100,000. Other 
successes were ‘Girl Crazy,’ ‘Here’s 
How’ and ‘Funny Face’ which scored 
also in London with the Astaires 
who were under the Aarons & Freed- 
ley management for seasons, 

Understood a goodly part of their 
earnings was lost in operating the 
Alvin theatre which they opened as 
lessees and of which they operated 
as owners for a time. “Treasure Girl’ 
was a fumble, one of their few flops. 
Last year they lost the Alvin and, 
save for a short lived dramatic try 
(‘Adam’s Son’), they lapsed for the 
season. ‘Pardon My English’ was ex- 
pected to be their come-back attrac- 
tion, but it closed Saturday at the 
Majestic, New York, far in the red 
after playing about six weeks. They 
are relinquishing offices in the New 





Amsterdam, 

Aarons & Freedley were counted 
on to present one musical hit per 
season, because of consecutive suc- 
cesses. Same applied to Larry 
Schwab and Frank Mandel who like- 
wise repeatedly scored with musical 
shows. That combination broke up 





stare dully 
paint 


Burley Renews Lease 
On Eltinge, Blocking 
Clean-Up of 42d St. 


Proposed improvement of 42nd 
street which was expected to aid| 
legit business, is off for at least a 
year and perhaps five years. This 
became apparent with re-leasing of 
the Eltinge theatre for stock bur- 
lesque. Understood the rental calls 
for the longer term, with provision 
for termination upon notice after 
one year. 

Original 21-year lease on the 
Eltinge was held by A. H. Woods. 
It expires today (Tues.) Woods 
sub-leased the once noted legit 
house to burlesque interests more 
than a year ago, when he met with 
financial reverses and his produc- 
tion activities were at least tem- 
porarily abandoned. 

The lease on the adjacent Liberty 
would also have expired on this 
date, but the house was lost through 
foreclosure. It was controlled by the 
Erlanger and Mayer interests who 
refused to pay the taxes. Liberty 
is still regarded as a good legit 
house, but has been virtually dark 
for more than a year. 

The Eltinge and Liberty are on 
one plot of ground, the combined 
sites being owned by Joseph and 
Nicholas Schenck and David Bern- 
stein. It was proposed to raze the 
buildings along with adjacent prop- 
erties, an office building and picture 
theatre to be built. One of the fea- 
tures mentioned was a radio broad- 
casting plant, with Columbia re- 
ported interested. 

Further westward another build- 
ing was planned and the old Amer- 
ican Music Hall was razed. Instead 
a taxpayer was erected. That site 
is owned by the Bethlehem Steel 
Company. 


DUMP PILE FLAMES GET 
OLD B’WAY HIT SCENERY 


Out in Maspeth, Long Island, 
where the Newton Creek winds its 
smelly way among the factories and 
dumps, thousands of pieces of scen- 
ery, Which were used in hundreds of 
Broadway plays are being burned at 
the Grand Avenue dumps. The scen- 
ery is some of the finest work done 
by American scenic artists. But the 
Broadway managers have to pay for 
the storage. 

The producers are paying truck- 
ing companies $25 a load to cart the 
scenery out to Maspeth. 

The scenery which goes up in 
flames is either carted away from 
the Patsy Cain morgue or from the 
producers’ own warehouse. The sets 








as the flames catch the | 
and send up rolls of smoke. 
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3 ‘YOSHE KALBS, 


KALICH IN ‘SONATA’ 


One 2d Ave. Performance By Yid- 


dish Star Near Blindness 





| 


| 


Bertha Kalich will make one more | 


on Second avenue in 


stage. Mer. made his declara- |her most famous play, 

tion on that, too, also for 50% | Sontata’, Tolstoy drama will be put 

and wouldn’t let them operate lon for Miss Kalich’s benefit on 

until kicking in. | March 3 and for only one perform- 
;ance, at the Second Avenue theatre. 


Miss Kalich has been fighting off 


approaching blindness for the past 
five 
year retirement last spring to ap- 
pear for a few minutes at a benefit 


years. She came out of a 10- 


given her at the Yiddish Art the- 
This will be her first full per- 





ONE IN LONDON 


Two road companies are being as- 
sembled of ‘Yoshe Kalb,’ Yiddish 
drama, It'll mean the first Yiddish 
play ever to be shown by three 
groups simultaneously, except for 
stock propositions. 

Number two company goes to Chi- 
cago where it will show 


| 


> | 
‘Kreutzer | 





in one of 


the UBO houses while number three 
company will probably move into the 
Second Ave. Theatre, New York, re- 
placing the current company there. 
That group will at that time move 
over to London, where negotiations 


are on to present the show under C 
B. Cochran auspices. 

A. E. Relkin, 
Maurice Schwartz enterprise, is ar- 
ranging all the bookings, 





manager of the 


‘FLYING COLORS’ AS TAB 


BERMUDA CRUISE SHOW 





About 16 minor principals and 
chorus members of ‘Flying Colors,’ 
using the Max Gordon musical’s ti- 
tle for billing, sail as entertainers 
on the ‘Berlin’ of the North German 
Lloyd line Fricay (3) for a 10-day 
cruise to Bermuda and back, 

Tie-up with the Gordon office per- 
mits use of the show’s title in the 
boat line’s advertising. Trip is no- 
pay for the troupe, but with all ex- 
penses paid. 

‘Colors’ finished its legit run in 
New York Saiurday (25). 





Des Moines Princess 


Burns, Cradled Stars 





Des Moines, Iowa, Feb. 27. 
Fire destroyed the historic Prin- 
cess theatre on Fourth street night 
of Feb. 18. House was scene of 
some of the best stock production 
for two decades and the cradle of 


Fay Bainter, Conrad Nagel and 
many others widely known. 
The theatre opened in 1909 and 


suffered one fire in 1923 after which 
it was rebuilt. The recent fire halts 
leasing of the house by the Kendall 
Community Players who were con- 
sidering moving their productions | 
downtown. 


are worth thousands, there is no Elbert & Geichel opened the 
market for their sale. house and managed until 1920-22 

The sets, which thousands of New| when it was managed by the 
Yorkers admired, now have very| Adams theatre company. Elbert 
small audiences as they go up in| and Getchell bought it back again 
flames. A few ‘Bos’ from the Shanty | together with the Berchel across 
town near the Grand Avenue dumps | the street, since razed 


The Bankers Life insurance co. 


of Des Moines bought the building 


in 1930. 


| three weeks delay 


The sale at auction of 17 theatres 
and other of the Shubert 
Theatre Corporation which has been 
15 


assets 


in receivership for the last 
months, was postponed from last 
Friday (23) until March 17. The 


is not unusual in 
the disposition of receivership 
esates, and such sales are frequently 
set back several times. 

There was no specific explanation 
for the delay in the notification to 
the creditor committees. The an- 
nouncement stated that an applica- 
tion for adjournment of the sale had 
been made to Earl B. Barnes, spe- 
cial master appointed by the court 


several months ago. The com- 
munication was signed by Robb, 
Clark & Bennitt, newly appointed 


counsel for the reorganization com- 
mittee. 

Time required to determine 
whether the proposed reorganization 
plan will become an actuality is the 
|} indicated reason for the postpone- 
ment. This plan calls for the ex- 
change of small amounts of com- 
mon stock in the proposed new Shu- 
| bert company for the outstanding 
debenture bonds amounting to $6,- 
360,000 and for general claims of 
creditors whose bills amount to $1,- 
171,000. Stock in the new company 
would also take up $300,000 in re- 
ceivers certificates, bought by the 
Shuberts to keep the business going 
early in the winter. 

But there is a difference. For the 
certificates, the Shuberts will get 
a block of preferred stock of $10 
par, also a liberal amount of com- 
mon stock of 10 cents par. 


Financing New Deal 


Another angle in setting back the 
sale is the matter of money. While 
in the final settlement to the special 
master the receivers certificates will 
count as such, in the actual selling 
of the properties, actual cash must 
be paid. Requirement is that 10% 
of the successful bidder’s price be 





paid at the time of the auction and 
the balance must be turned over to 
| the special master within five days. 

Presuming that no other bidders 
than the Shuberts and their asso- 
ciates seek the assets, the minimum 
bid will be $400,000 ($300,000 in re- 
ceivers certificates plus fees to the 
receivers and counsel), Therefore 
at least $40,000 in cash must be at 
hand at the time of the sale and the 
balance in cash within the pre- 
scribed limit. 

Parcel Bids a Problem 


There may be other bidders and 
the conduct of the sale may be im- 
portant to the reorganization plan 
—if the master accepts bids for 
parcels (theatres) individually 
rather then en block. There is a 
possibility of single bids on certain 
theatres and if they are accepted 
the reorganization committee may 
be embarrassed, for the reason that 
the Shuberts in buying in the 
houses have pledged themselves to 
turn all estate theatres over to the 
new company. But because the pur- 
chase of theatres at this time may 
mean the buying of liabilities rather 
than assets, there is little likelihood 
that any opposition bid for all the 
properties will be made by any one 
person, Assumption is that the 
special master may recognize that 
individual bids for single properties 
would not be equitable in light of 
the reorganization plan. 

In the matter of the common stock 
of the proposed new company, those 








| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


who have considered the plan real- 
ize that the creditors and bondhold- 


ers are taking a long chance with 
no alternative. The stock may be 
worth but 10 cents as stated or 


within five or 10 years may be worth 


much more. It is apparent, how- 
ever, that the man with a $1,000 
bond who exchanges it for seven 
shares of common will still be con- 
siderably in the red on his invest- 
ment. That of course goes for the 


creditors, too. 


| 
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Play on Broadway 





ALIEN CORN 


Drama in three acts presented by and 
with Katharine Cornell at the Belasco Feb. 


20; written by Sidney Howard; staged by 
Guthrie McClintic. 

Ottokar Brandt.........:. Siegfried Rumann 
A Piano Tuner.............Ludwig Stciner 
Mrs. GSKeals....c.ccccoccees--> Jessie Busley 






Stockton. eecceececoense oo BARS 
WR. cc cccceses eceoss-Richa:?) Sterling 
Elsa Brandt...... Cvevccce Katharine Cornell 
secs 260000 eeeees-Charies D. Brown 
Julian Vardman,....ee..+-++: Luther Adler 
SNS 66 60ers ceoee «e--Charles Waldron 
eee Comes. cc coceceseeees James Rennie 
MB COR. oe ccceceesecess James Vincent 
Beeriad ComWaye ccccccccecccccses Lily Cahill 
A Policeman. ..scccceccesece Francis Moran 





The best feminine box office draw 
of the day, Katharine Cornell, 
makes her second appearance in 
the house which she took over after 
the death of David Belasco. ‘Alien 
Corn’ is far better theatre than its 
predecessor, ‘Lucrece,” and should 


achieve success, but whether of 
major proportions is doubtful. 

‘Alien Corn’ is the story of a 
woman’s frustration in the pursuit 
of her artistic ambition. There was 
a similar thread in ‘The Barretts of 
Wimpole Street,’ which was Miss 
Cornell's triumph, but the problem 
of the poetess was more of the flesh 
than the chain of mental tribulation 
through which Elsa Brandt finally 
breaks. 

The play on its own is nothing to 
shout about nor is the heroine as 
alluring as in most of her other im- 
personations. But the playing of 
Miss Cornell transcends the techni- 
cal weakness, At time she makes 
Elsa a vibrant person in the midst 
of commonplace surroundings as an 
instructress of music in Conway 
College, a mid-western girls’ semi- 
nary, and there is a certain fasci- 
nation in seeing and hearing her. 
That she is on the stage nearly all 
the performance is important. The 
direction and production in which 
high powered lighting is a feature, 
aid considerably, while the cast, 
mostly male, is of high order. 

Elsa is ensconced in a roomy 
house with her irascible father, 
Ottokar Brandt, a _ violinist who 
once conceded no peer, not even 
Kreisler, but now incompetent, with 
a crippled arm. There are other 
professors living in the house, in- 
cluding Julian Vardaman, a radical- 
ly minded young man who adores 
Elsa. It appears they had spent an 
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idyllic summer, but now she calmly. 
tells Julian that is put behind her. 
Elsa feels she is wrongfully tied 
down to routine and longs to go to 
Vienna to complete her musical ed- 
ucation. She wants the right to try 
for musical fame, the heights to 
which her mother and _ father 
climbed. But a problem is the 
wherewithal. With the aid of a clear 
thinking journalist and other 
friends there seems to be a way 
out by Elsa giving piano recitals, 
but the first one is a financial fizzle 
and she is forbidden to try again. 
Her problem is made more com- 
plex by the attentions of Harry 
Conway, one of the college's main 
supporters, and she falls in love 
with him. That creates an embar- 
rassment, what with Conway's wife 
stepping into the picture. But Elsa 
comes to the cross roads when Ju- 
lian commits suicide over his hope- 
less love realizing that she loves 
Conway. But Elsa declares she 
will go abroad, putting aside her 
lover and all else. How the trip is 
to be financed is left to the audi- 
ence to figure out. 
Siegfried Rumann as Elsa's father 
seems always on the verge of burst- 
ing out in temperamental declama- 
tions and he does several times. 
There is a peculiar affection be- 
tween father and daughter, and 


; anything she does is right, even the 


illicit affair with Conway. Rumann’'s 


ley Ridges personates Daniel Pin- 
gree, the goldrusher. Gale Sonder- 
gaard is prominent in the cast and 
action as is Helen Westley, in a 
character part. : 
The staging throughout is admir- 
able, particularly in the 1933 se- 
quence when possibilities for lapses 
were frequent, but always re- 
strained. Any mounting of bo- 
hemianism is fraught with histrionic 
danger through off-shading and 
coloring, but Moeller has controlled 
that very effectively. Lee Simon- 
son‘s sets were imaginative in their 
physical transformation through 
the epochs. Abel. 


HANGMAN’S WHIP 


Drama of the tropics in three acts pre- 
sented by George Kondolf and Meriin Tay- 
lor in association with William A. Brady, 





Jr. Written by Norman Reilly Raine and 
Frank Butler. Staged by Robert Bell. 
Settings by Livingston Platt. At the St. 


James, New York, Feb. 24. Scaled at $2 
top. 





PREM ok 0 on 0000050006 PTTTT TL Montagu Love 
Kurt Von EItZ..ccccccccccscssess: Ian Keith 
} Judith ..cccccee eeercccccecesess Helen Flint 
| Ballister eecccecs eoccceces- barton MaclLane 
Jakey cccccccces eccceeeeetiarold de Becker 
Fenton .....- eovecseseee William Sharpe, Jr. 





The screen with its unlimited re- 
sources has taken tropical stories 
out of the theatre. A stage pres- 
entation with all its artificialities is 
pitifully inadequate by comparison. 
For such subjects the stage is 
washed up. Even if this one had 
been superlatively well done in the 
writing, the staging and the acting, 
its fate would be doubtful for this 
reason. 





acting gives authentic color to the 
role. Luther Adler is the less vio- 
lent, but just as positive Julian and 
contributes more good acting. James 
Rennie contrasts the business man 
and the faculty, a neat bit of work. 
Charles D. Brown as the newspaper 
man. Charles Waldron, E. J. Bal- 
lantine and Richard Sterling as 
professors also fitted into the pic- 
ture, while Jessie Busley and Lily 
Cahill had their moments. 

But it is Miss Cornell who must 
carry her play and that she doubt- 
less will do, even though she 
seemed to be meticulous in making 
her Elsa a plain girl, with no at- 
tempt to be physically attractive 
until the last act. Ibee. 


AMERICAN DREAM 


Theatre Guild production (its third of the 

15th subscription season), of a trilogy by 

George O'Neil. Staged by Philip Moeller; 

settings, Lee Simonson. Opened Feb. 21 

the Guild theatre, ytd York, at $3.30 top. 
Un 







ee IPORROOE, . oc veon ¥e2 040 knees Lee Baker 
BEONGM 500s cocvbad odes specs Josephine Hull 
Daniel Pingree....,.Douglasés Montgomery 
SAEED WABCO, Kccceccecccoeess Wilton Graft 
Bah PRGURE sc icecdec Cedecercnes Frank Verigun 
Lydia Mimballs ocicccctvecs Gale Sondergaard 
EA. Gd cedkcoweecenseseess Gertrude Flynn 
1849 
Daniel Pingree....c.ccccsees Stanley Ridges 
Susannah ..... Srecdccececes Leona Hogarth 
Abbie Pingreé.....ccccceeses Helen Westley 
EE GUNENs S vet ccnsecseuvbes Claude Rains 
1933 

Daniel Pingree....... Douglass Montgomery 
TE FUME OOncceccccceas Gale Sondergaard 
eee eeceeseees- Sanford Meisner 
Viadimir ...... eccccceceecs Manart Kippen 

Seth Harkness............-Edith Van Cleve 
Richard Biddle......eses «+++-Philip Barber 
Eddie Thayer... -+-Stanley Ridges 


Sarah Culver....... ---Helen Westley 


Mrs. Hamilton..... eevccccece Josephine Hull 
Lindley P. Carver......eee. Spencer Barnes 
Julius Stern........ 60 0becreess Lester Alden 
EET 6a0 b 0464046000 00006 Erskine Sanford 
Amarylis ....e. eovesceees+- Gertrude Flynn 
TONE WeOOlO. 2o0000008000000e008 Mary Blair 
RA MNEs 6.060canessennnees Wilton Graff 
Mrs. Harry Tseshin,.......;- Mary Jeffery 
BROOD ecko on00wense5esedecves Frank Verigun 
Jake Schwars.......+.+- Samuel Goldenberg 





‘American Dream,’ a trilogy by 
George O’Neil (only one ‘1,’ and no 


relation to Eugene), Is the Guild’s 
first production by that author. It 
has another work in readiness, pos- 
sibly destined for the finale produc- 
tion of the current season; if not, 
the next. In producing OWNeil, the 
Guild is fostering a writer who is 
seemingly possessed of no small 
potentialities even though this play, 
as boxoffice entry, isn’t destined for 
much greater interest beyond the 
usual subscription season. 

Dating from 1650, through 1849 
and into the present, the trilogy 
traces the lineage and heritage of 
Daniel Pingree from his liberaliza- 
tion from a stern New England 
yoke, through his quest for Cali- 
fornia gold in mid-19th century, and 
his 1933 reflex from the capitalistic 
system which has made him a not- 
able moneyed communist. Despite 
his family inheritance of wealth, 
Pingree writes a book on commun- 
ism and, much to his disgust, it be- 
comes a literary gold mine. 

The last act is by far the most 
appealing for the average audience. 
The same New England house, but 
modernized since its 1650 days. is 
the setting for a wedding an- 
niversary party to which Mrs. Pin- 
gree invites negro poets, lesbos, 
communists, milder parlor social- 
ists, bankers, economists, a lady 
who's wedded to an Indian reserva- 
tion refugee, dancer, sculptress, 
professor, et al. Before this gather- 





ing Pingree denounces his grand- 
father as a filthy exploiter of men 
and in the later course of events, 
upon discovering his wife extolling 
the appealing virtues of the Jew 
communist, Jake Schwarz, he be- 
rates her as a mental prostie, along 
with a lot of other things, finishing 
the episode and his life by suicide. 

Douglass Montgomery (Kent 


Douglass of the films) does well as 
the Pingrees in the first and third 





In the second act Stan- 


episodes. 


But it isn’t well done in any of 
the three particulars and its for- 
tunes are doubtful indeed. The 
first two acts are talky and action- 
less and it does not rise to any- 
thing like a dramatic crescendo 
until a few minutes before the final 
curtain, and long before that the 
day is lost. A public educated to 
‘Red Dust’ and its ilk find it dif- 
ficult to become absorbed in this 
utterly theatrical affair, stagey in 
its incidents, in its characters and 
staged and acted without vitality. 

Whole effect of the play hangs 
upon making valid the character of 
the old British trader on a West 
Africa river who has exploited the 
natives and the country with soul- 
less brutality for 30 years, sparing 
no man or woman, white or black 
who stood in the way of his tyran- 
nical ambition to turn the jungle 
into an empire of blood and sweat 
for his own profit. Love bellows 
and roars, but his terror of the 
wilds never registers beyond its 
thespian gestures. 

A theatrical play of this sort has 
to be done with convincing power 
and the’ mild performance of the 
present cast never for a moment 
gets a grip upon the imagination. 
From first to last it’s just a smooth, 
well rehearsed play, occasionally 
shot with a glint of grim humor, 
but never actual in its illusion. One 
suspects that this is to a large de- 
gree the fault of the players, rather 
than of the playwright, for the final 
sequence, done with a great fru- 
gality of dialog really breaks 
through the pervading dullness and 
registers a parting moment of ef- 
fective theatre. 

The old trader has broken men 
to his purpose for years; his young 
wife has only a smouldering rebel- 
lion left when the natives rise to 
break their chains. The black horde 
is closing around the rotting old 
hulk of a ship that is his home. His 
wife and his followers have seized 
the opportunity to escape. He and 
one blackguard, but loyal white ad- 
venturer, remain to face certain 
death, spending their last hour 
under flickering candle light over 
a game of stud poker, wagering 
large sums of useless money upon 
their hands. The old trader triumphs 
in the first round just as his op- 
ponent falls dead across’. the 
jumbled cards, hit by a poisoned 
dart through the cabin port. As 
the hand is played out so is the 
dream of empire, as the trader, gun 
in hand, takes up a position in the 
dim cabin to die fighting, uncom- 
promising, implacable. 

Title is a quotation from Robert 
Burns, 'The fear o’ hell is a hang- 
man’s whip!’ It’s application to the 
play isn’t very clear, not that that’s 
pertinent to an attractive title. 

Measured by the yardstick of the 
commercial theatre, the play has 
many elements of weakness, prob- 
ably the main one being the build- 
ing up of an unsympathetic lead- 
ing role which overshadows the 
romantic characters entirely. The 
secondary character, that of the 
blackguard soldier of fortune, tops 
the romantic interest, which thus 
is a bad third. 

Only one woman in the cast, a 
role greatly subordinated to other 
elements, and of necessity played 
unobtrusively by Helen Flint. Ian 
Keith gets the assignment of a man 
broken by the hardships of the 
country and the domination of the 
brute trader, a character little cal- 
culated to arouse gripping interest, 
and played in a half hearted style, 
as though the actor realized the 
hopelessness of his acting situation. 
Harold de Becker deals generously 
with the semi-comedy role of a 
| humble super-cargo. 

Settings, there are only two, are 
striking in design and novel in 
idea. One is the main saloon of 
the old hulk, with a vista through 





the door of a tropic jungle; the 
other a glimpse of her deck. 
Rush. 


ALL RELIEF AGENCIES 
PULLING TOGETHER 


Co-ordination of the administra- 
tion of the Stage Relief Fund has 
reached a point where the various 





professional groups are being con- 
tacted for check-up purposes if not 
material assistance. The organiza- 
tions include the Actors’ Fund, 


N.V.A., Actors’ Dinner Club, and the 
three theatrical guilds—Catholic, 
Jewish and Episcopal. 

In the case of the Dinner Club 
the Stage Relief makes a weekly 








donation of $200 and, in addition, 
buys meal tickets up co $140 weekly, 
tickets being distributed to ap- 
plicants. The N.V.A.’s aid to pro- 
fessionals who are ill also has the 
Fund's help. In some cases where 
the N.V.A. pays the doctors’ fees, 
the Fund pays for medicine. 

A $200 donation from the Char- 
lotte Cushman Home, Philadelphia, 
was received last week. The check 
accompanied a letter from Margaret 
Dale, who stated that the gift was 
in recognition of the work being 
done, and that there was no doubt 
that professionals who formerly ap- 
plied to the Cushman memorial 
foundation were being taken care of 
by the Fund. 

Next Sunday there will be a Fund 
benefit performance of ‘The Late 
Christopher Bean’ at Henry Miller's. 
Sunday night, March § there will be 
benefit shows by ‘The Gay Divorce,’ 
Shubert and ‘20th Century,’ Broad- 
hurst. Last Saturday night the pro- 
ceeds of a dinner dance at the Al- 
gonquin went to the Fund, which 
will receive a percentage of the re- 
ceipts taken in by Hearn’s depart- 
ment store, March 4. 


Contributions up to Feb. 24: 
Previous contributions.......$22,017 


‘Autumn Crocus’ benefit..... 344 
Lewis Emery......... saeheoe 250 
‘Voice of FExperience’........ 200 
Algonquin Supper Club...... 104 
Cornelia Otis Skinner..... con 75 
Lillian C. Pierre....... ea%be6 25 
ea. SS. «ss eects 0 dco 20 
Mrs. C. R. Hartzell.......... 10 | 
PS eS. eee 10 | 
Elisabeth Risdon......cccccce 10 
Louise Closser Hale......cee 10 
a i Pere eeredes 10 
Charlotte L. Boettger........ 10 
Weeemer. FIG. cis cecccs eoeveee 10 
Other contributions.......... 318 
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Lincoln Stock Co. Claims 
Work Marathon Record 


Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 27. 


Glenray stock here has a back- 
breaking schedule. There is at 
least one family-night 
wherein the whole mob and a cou- 
ple of neighbor’s kids can get in 
for 50c. There are amateur nights 
and Saturday morning kid-mats 
thrown in. The adm. is never more 
than 35c per and for the one or two 
extra midnight shows each week the 
gate goes for two-bits. 

It is considered about average for 
a performer to be on the stage six 
hours a day not counting rehearsals. 

Ray Weaver is managing the show 
and has been moderately success- 
ful. 


OUT-OF-TOWN REVIEW 
DOOMSDAY CIRCUS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 21. 


This 1931 Guggenheim award 
play is being given its first staging 
in this country at Orange Grove 
here, with only a remote likelihood 
that it will again see the light of 
day. 

Play was produced by the Col- 
lective Theatre of Los Angeles, with 
Emjo Basshe, its author, a member 
of the production board of the co- 
operative affair. 

Non-pros for the most part com- 
prised the cast. Performance as a 
result of this and of its staging is 
amateurish in the extreme, the satire 
of the piece based on the economic 
situation today being entirely lost. 

Basshe play in many respects, is 
built along the lines of ‘Beggars on 
Horseback,’ although the theme is 
different, dealing as it does with the 
underdog and those who control the 
‘circus,’ the three-ring trick in 
which the public are the performers. 

‘Doomsday’ lacks the punch and 
brilliant wit of satirical plays that 





have preceded it, and as a result | 


becomes monotonous 
first-act curtain. 

Program listed 46 principals in 
addition to 32 in the ‘treadmill’ 
chorus. This outnumbered the au- 
dience on the night reviewed. Only 
ones getting any money out of the 
performances are said to be six or 
seven Equity members, and their 
take is peanuts at best. 


before the 


a week: 


\Gvic Music, Deserted — 
By Hi Hats, Holding Out 
Tm Cup to the Public 





With the exception of the music 
loving Italians in San Francisco, 
which has an Italian mayor, and 
the Germans in Cincy, who like- 
wise are hot for music, every other 
key city in the United States is 
facing a deficit in its local symphony 
orchestra or cive opera. The Metro- 
pelitan, New York, needs $350,000 
to underwrite next year’s season of 
opera. 

The Los Angeles Symph is like- 
wise asking for a popular subscrip- 
tion of 150,000 $1 contributions to 
underwrite the local orchestra. Al. 
ready the L. A. Symph hag 
dropped its maestro, Arthur Rod- 
zinsky, who has gone to Cleveland, 
succeeding Eugene Goossens. 

As in every key city, the local 
social and civic leaders guaranteed 
the artistic enterprises, but as in 
the instance of the snooty Met, 
which lost $400,000 this season, ex- 


isting economic conditions have 
taken away this patronage. 
In almost every instance the 


problems have been put up to the 
public at large, asking their popular 
support if they. are to retain a 
symphony orchestra or an opera 
troupe in their cities. 


RICE PROTEST PLAY ON 
SOCIALIZED PAYROLL 


Although announced to stop ‘We 
the People’ is holding over at the 
Empire. Elmer Rice who wrote and 
produced the propaganda melo- 
drama, turned over the full net 
proceeds to the players, foregoing 
royalties, while the house has 
agreed to deduct house expense 
only from the gross. 

There are 44 players and 10 extra 
people in ‘People.’ Last week the 
takings were $5,100, the company 
share being $2,600. Some _ small 
parts call for salaries as low as $25 
weekly. Those players received full 
pay, others getting one-half or 
three-quarters of their contracted 
salaries. 

Show is on a week to week basis. 
Rice has guaranteed house against 
loss. 

















BETTY 
VERONICA 


PARAMOUNT, New York 


This Week (Feb. 24) 


Completing Third Season 
with 
Eari Carroll's “‘Vanities” 





The Rochester Journal, says: 
“Betty Veronica proved a 

Jack of all trades and master 

of every one. She sang pleas- 








ingly as prima donna, acted 
stunningly as the tough girl 
and wisecracked from numer- 
ous beds. At the finale she re- 
ceived an appreciative ova- 


tion. 
“The girl’s a _ great 
comedienne.” 











Direction 


LOVIS SHURR—AL MELNICK 
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ductions, Inc.) Vanderbilt. 
| ‘Scandalous Affair’ (Fred 
tath) 48th Street. 
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Upstairs,’ house to be announced. | over in Newark until Thursday (2); ‘Student Prince,’ Grand (O-1,207; : 
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called ‘Humming Sam,’ also known| ‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (14th| The Avalon theatre, legit land-; Company rehearsing with new oper- 
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ers; first week about $12,000, mostly |takings; around $5,000; not sure | Considine first leased the house. | several theatre parties and a Wash- Eaton and Kathryn Cameron. — 
from that source. after this week. Then the Orpheum circuit first was/| ington Birthday opening. Ought to Brice will have less competition 
‘Autumn Crocus,’ Morosco (16th ‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale (22d | introduced to Spokane at the the-| get $7,500. ‘Louder Please,’ a pro- | than did Harry Minturn, who re- 
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vive other modest gross shows be-| good run for this season; started | the Columbia. : small $5,000. Stage shows have become almost 
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830-$3.30). Matinees sold out last| Cohan; final week. lern vaudeville. The name was then |grams, as are other loop houses. 
week; moved here from Guild; with| ‘As Husbands Go,’ Forrest; re- | changed to the Avalon and it went) B & C Casting ‘Dinner At Eight’; That theatre fans are hungry for 
the pace around $12,000, indications | vival. to pictures. Los Angeles, Feb, 27. | stage presentations was well evi- 
are for stay through spring. ‘The Monster,’ Waldorf; revival. Hedda Hopper joins the cast of ;|@enced by the avalanche of cus- 
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, ce ntog-n AI playee week and night; iitotie tux Vomen. Provincetown; 10-20 and Reserved ‘ & Curran will put into the Belasco |hambra the past week when that 
‘Dangerous ae Fulton (19th ° ha Ottumwa, Ia., Feb. 27. | following ‘When Ladies Meet,| house departed from its all film 
week) (D-913-$3.30). Sticking to Ed Perki Going Abroad Neil and Caroline Schaffner play- | opening tonight. | polic y to present the WLS Barn 
small money; one set show and low erkins Going ers at Grand indef on a 10 and 20; Alice White and Louis Calhearn | Dance aggregation. 
cost cast gets by at less than $4,000. Hollywood, Feb. 27. policy with two shows Sunday nites,| are other ‘Dinner’ cast members Davidson s next show is ‘Cat and 
‘ ‘Design for Living,’ Barrymore Ed Perkins is in New York, pre- | sagq+s reserved. selected. |the Fiddle’ March 5 week with 
—— —__..| splendid advance. 











! (6th week) (CD-1,090-$4.40). Living| paring to sail for Europe where he 
up to expectations with capacity all| will line up concert attractions for | Riverside, recently given up ly 
RKO, will most likely resume in 


performances; gross over $28,000. next season, 
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Week) (D-1,520-$2.20). Opened late; Ruth Gordon 
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British Equity Ready to 


Call Out 


Cast of ‘Jolly Roger’ as Move 
Against Geo. Robey, Non-Member 





London, Feb, #. 

After weeks of acrimonious de- 
bate, British Equity met today 
(Monday) and decided to call out 
all its members from the cast of 
Jolly Roger’ which is due to open 
at the Savoy on Wednesday 
(March 1). 

Order will be issued putting the 
decision into effect, unless George 
Robey, the only non-Equity mem- 
ber in the company, changes his 
refusal to join the organization. 
Thus far Robey has obstinately re- 
fused to become a member. 

In the event of a strike against 
the company Equity proposes to 
stage a benefit matinee with an all- 
star bill, for the purpose of re- 
imbursing Rita John, producer of 
the piece. 

Miss John is the former actress 
who inherited a fortune of several 
hundred thousand dollars and put a 
large part of it into the producing 
venture. 





Starvation Budgets 





(Continue from page 54) 


is tending to sour the public on 
vaude for all time. 

While the managers are the prin- 
cipal offenders, and this includes 
circuit as well as indie managers, 
the bookers are equally at fault. 
Acts who accept the starvation sal- 
aries are not held to blame, since 
they must eat somehow. But the 
salaries and the conditions murder 
the actors’ spiriépwith half-hearted 
and.be? performances by ordinarily 
good acts the result. 


Counsel’s Waiting 


Of the few on-the-level indie 
bookers in New York, at least two 
have been attempting to discourage 
the playing of starvation bills, ad- 
vising managers to wait until union 
adjustments are made and condi- 
tions improve and they can spend 
some money. But the others continue 
their throat-cutting, under-selling 
each other with no thought to the 
consequences and without knowing 
that they’re gradually killing their 
own business, 

One of the exceptions among book- 
ers refused some time ago to book a 
show as requested by an indie man- 
ager, due to a new low in stage bud- 
gets. The house obtained another 
booker at its own price and the 
policy died after two weeks. Man- 
ager then returned to the first book- 
er and agreed to spend more for the 
shows, but it was too late. Two weeks 
of brutal bills had poisoned the town. 
House is back in straight pictures, 
with the manager stating he’s sorry 
he didn’t take the first booker'’s ad- 
vice. 

Circuits are hardly different from 
the indies nowadays, excepting only 
the few de luxe stage show circuit 
theatres remaining. In the lesser 
vaudfilm stands the circuit booking 
offices, especially RKO, are compet- 
ing in the open field against indie 
bookers with indie salaries. In many 
instances the circuits have been 
spending less than the indies. 

Last week one circuit manager, 
desiring to cut down expenses with- 
out risking dropping +he vaude al- 
together, gave his booking office an 
order that the bookers figure will 
take a magician to fill. ‘We're cut- 
ting the budget, but what we want 
to avoid is cutting down the quality 
of the shows. In fact, with less to 
spend, we want the booking office to 
send us better shows than we've been 
getting,’ he said. 





BALDWIN A MGR. 


After many years at the RKO 
Palace, New York, as _ assistant 
manager and treasurer, formerly 
under Elmer F. Rogers, promotion 
to managership has arrived for 
George Baldwin. 

He succeeded Fred Cruise Satur- 
day (4). 
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France Honors Belgian Musician 
Brussels, Feb. 18, 


M. Fr. Vanhavenberghe, chef de 
musique of the Royal Zoological 
Musical Society, Antwerp, has been 
decorated by the French govern- 
ment with the palms of Officer of 
the Academy. 
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Nasty Charges in U.S. 
Film Cashier’s Shooting 


Havana, Feb. 27. 

Film row here all agog over the 
shooting of Clara Westbrook, Amer- 
ican cashier of the local United 
Artists exchange, by her husband, 
Isidore de Castro. 

Upon leaving her office, Miss 
Westbrook was accosted by her 
estranged husband and shot in the 
back while she was trying to run 
away. 

De Castro charged his wife with 
improper relations with her son, 
19, by a former marriage. The in- 
vestigation brought out that Joe 
Westbrook served sentences in a 
reformatory school in California 
and in San Quentin prison. 

Miss Westbrook’s condition has 
improved, but she’s still in the 
Municipal Hospital. 


Jeritza, Tauber Leads 
For Lehar’s New Opera 


Vienna, Feb. 17. 


Lehar’s prospective new operette 

will be along ‘Land of Smiles’ lines 
inasmuch as it tends towards the 
operatic and will be performed at 
the Vienna State Opera for the first 
time. Title is to be ‘Guiditta,’ and 
the setting Italy and North Africa. 
The book has to do with the love 
affair of an Italian officer quartered 
in Tripolis, 
‘Giuditta’ is to be deferred until 
the 1933-34 season. Mme, Jeritza 
and Richard Tauber are to sing the 
principal parts. 





Unpaid Bill Darkens 
House, Candles Click 


Mexico City, Feb. 238. 

The Natfonal Theatre, largest 
legit playhouse in Monterrey, Mex- 
ico’s third largest city, on the U. 8. 
border, has gone dark. Light and 
|Power Co. shut off services when 
house management failed to pay 
long overdue bills, 

Dousing of the glims failed to 
discourage management. Shows are 
being conducted to the light of 
candles and oil lamps, just as in ye 
old times, proposition which is nov- 
elty that has considerably boosted 
bis. 


TWO U. 8. SHOWS 
ARE LONDON 
HITS 


London, Feb. 27. 

Two of the three openings during 
the past week were of American 
origin and both of them seem head- 
ed towards success on the local 
boards. 

Most important of the shows is 
probably ‘Once in a Lifetime’. 
George Kaufman’s satire on the 
picture business has been much dis- 
cussed locally and was expected for 
quite some time before actually 
crossing the ocean. It’s at the 
Queen's, where, on opening night, it 
was received with acclaim. 

‘The One Girl’ at the Hippodrome 
is actually an Anglicized version of 
‘Smiles’, Ziegfeld’s last musical. It 
was well received by the first night- 
ers, though there may be some sus- 
picion as regards the amount of 
enthusiasm emanating from. the 
gallery. 

‘It's You I Want’ at Daly’s stars 
Seymour Hicks and is the usual 
French infidelity theme. It can look 
for only a limited run, as the play 














possesses no real merit. 





London Show World 





London, Feb. 18. 

A member of the syndicate of 
libraries which control the ticket 
speculating business in England, 
analyzing current show business, 
stated it was always off between 
Christmas and March, when in the 
past theatregoers took holidays in 
‘the South of France and returned in 
time for the opera; but this year it 
was 30% to 40% below any record 
the libraries ever had. 

He added they were selling out 
their commitments for ‘Mother of 
Pearl’ at the Gaiety, and ‘Dinner at 
Kight’ at the Palace, but that he 
doubted if even these two successes 
were playing to capacity. 

‘Richard of Bordeaux’ at the New 
theatre, and ‘Fresh Fields’ at the 
Criterion, he said, were also doing 
well, 





Shaftesbury Farce 

‘Between Friends’ is another of 
the series of farces produced at the 
Shaftesbury for the past few years 
with success. It opened Feb. 14 and 
is based upon the oft-repeated 
statement that an Englishman’s 
principal occupation is hitting a 
ball. This refers to football, cricket, 
golf, billiards, etc. The situations 
are exceedingly humorous to an 
English audience. Admirably played 
and produced, the piece should en- 
joy success here. 


G-B Refinancing 

New Gaumont-British issue takes 
place in a couple of days (Feb. 21). 
Issue will be 5,000,000 pounds of 
444% debentures at 98, with under- 
writers’ commission 2%%. G-Bhas 
right to issue further 1,500,000 
pounds debentures on same terms. 
Besides that, Gaumont-British re- 
serve themselves the right to issue 
further debentures, ranking in pri- 
ority as equal with any of the above, 
with no amount specified. 

General costs of issue, including 
cost of flotation and premium on 
debentures redeemed, is around 
500,000 pounds. But conversion 
will save company about 120,000 
pounds in interest per annum. 

Incidentally, the profits of Gau- 
mont-British for 1931, including all 
its subsidiaries, have dropped from 
800,000 to 600,000 pounds. 











Lloyds at Holborn 

Show, week of Feb. 13, at Hol- 
born Empire, a General Theatres 
house, second in prestige to their 
Palladium, compares favorably with 
anything in the West End. Bill is 
headed by the Lloyd Family, who 
were mainly responsible for the 
good attendance. 

Newcomers are Russell, Marconi 





and Jerry. Russell and Marconi 
were here a couple of years ago, and 
scored splendidly. With addition of 
Jerry, act is now even better. 

Dick Henderson, back after sev- 
eral years in America, can sstill 
warble a ballad with the best of 
them. He stopped the show. 

Dave and Joe O’Gorman, with 
their battalion of stooges, were 
liked, and Rose Perfect in one of 
her many returns here came as 
happy relief from the boisterousness 
of the O’Gormans, 

The Slate Brothers, doubling from 
Finsbury Park Empire, were an- 
other hit. House looks like gross- 
ing some regular dough this week. 





Col. Foreign Sales 

Joe Friedman, European head of 
Columbia, back from Continental 
jaunt, has sold 14 of the company’s 
products to Germany, including four 
to Ufa. In France he has disposed 
of ‘By Whose Hand’ and ‘Divine 
Love’ to Raymond §S. Hakim, and 
‘Forbidden’ and ‘Blonde Captive’ to 
Adolph Osso, 





Count Bernivici here due to open 
at the Palladium Feb. 27, for two 
weeks. Bernivici is bringing with 
him Leslie and Rollins, with the rest 
of his outfit to be recruited here. 
He has just decided on Evelyn 
Hardy's Girls band, a local aggre- 
gation, new to London, 





Dreyfus’ Mission 

Louis Dreyfus’ visit to America 
is ‘merely to see his brother and 
family,’ but while in New York he 
will look over all the musical shows, 
and if anything is found to his lik- 
ing, will bid for the English 
rights. 

Dreyfus is anxious to get a musi- 
cal for Drury Lane to follow ‘Wild 
Violets,’ which, although doing fair 


end, 





Off for Australia 

Clarkson Rose and his wife, Olive 
Fox, with cast of 12 principals, sail 
for Australia, Feb. 24, to produce a 
series of his revues for Williamsons. 
Rose is guaranteed 18 weeks, with 
a further 20 weeks’ option, and is 
in on a 50-50 split. 





Hurt by Doubling 
‘Blessed Event,’ at the Regal, only 


business, looks like approaching its | 





it one of the sprightliest and fastest | , 
moving films this theatre has had | 
in quite a while. The Prince of | 
Wales, accompanied by Lady Furn- | 
ess, was there one night, and en- | 











joyed it heartily. The reason it} i 
was not held over was because of’ ! 


lasted one week, although fans voted lis it. So 


Moscow Jazz Spot ‘Capitalistic Sin,” 


But Soviet High Fliers 


Sure Love It 








Old Censor Ban Puts 


Comic in Liege Jail 
Brussels, Feb. 16. 


Forgetting that two or three years 
ago he had been expelled from Bel- 
gium for singing songs of which 
the censor disapproved, M. Charles 
Dalbret, French diseur returned to 
Liege to fulfill an engagement. The 
police, who had not forgotten, 
clapped him into prison where he 
awaits his fate 

He occupies the same cell as that 
in which, 20 years ago, the famous 
French singer, Dalbret, was forced 
to pass a few days for having 
shocked the censor. Dalbret, how- 
ever, secured the indulgence of the 
bench by singing to them some of 
his most popular numbers. 


SUBSIDY OR RUIN FOR 
AUSTRIA’S ROAD STAGES 


Vienna, Feb. 16. 


A deputation consisting of the 
mayors of the most important 
provincial towns in Austria—Graz, 
Linz, Innsbruck, Salzburg and 
Klagenfurt—called on Dr. Rintelen, 
minister of education, and told him 
that if the government doesn’t sub- 
sidize the municipal theatres, they 
will all go dark. 

The five cities demand 750,000 
schillings to be paid in March so 
that the theatres will be able to 
make contracts and secure com- 
modites for next season. 

All the minister of education 
could promise was that he would 
apply to Ravag, the Austrian 
broadcasting company, apparently 
the only paying concern in the 
whole amusement machinery of 
Austria, Although nothing has been 
settled yet, the government hopes 
it can induce the Ravag to cover 
the deficit not only of the Vienna 
state theatres, but also of the 
provincial municipal theatres, out 
of their big profits. 

The five provincial theatres which 
now threaten to go dark used to be 
first-class stages to which the the- 
atres in the capital looked for re- 
inforcements of authors and es- 
pecially of actors. 











the supporting picture, ‘The Blind 
Spot,’ made by Warner Bros.-First 
National Productions, of England. 
Gentleman crook picture, with an 
idea entirely spoilt by some bad 
casting. Picture was razzed at 
practically every showing. 





Betting on ‘Cavalcade’ 


Word here is that America has 
gone ga-ga over ‘Cavalcade.’ Judg- 
ing by the way it was received at 
the trade show at the Tivoli, Feb. 
15, it will be one of the biggest 
successes ever shown in London. 
After the showing, a bet was made 
it would run longer at the Tivoli 
than any picture yet seen there. 
Two other bets were made, one on 
12 weeks and the other on 20. 





Sunday Concert Series 


Arthur Russell, concert agent, has 
leased the Prince of Wales’ theatre 
from Charles Clore for a series of 
Sunday concerts, with Clore getting 
a flat rental. 

These Sunday concerts are 
watched by the London County 
Council, who are against Sunday 
flesh entertainments, and will only 
permit them if no make-up or stage 
costumes are worn. Dancing is 
taboo. Most of these concerts are 
about as entertaining as church 
bazaars, consisting of one piano act 
after another. 





Evading Liquor Law 

Liquor can now be obtained in 
most spots in the West End at all 
hours of the day and night, and it 
is done flauntingly. One club in 
Regent Street, once run by the late 
Mrs. Kate Merrick, will serve any- 
one—member or not—providing he | 
fills in a form authorizing the Lon- 
don Buying Agency to buy the stuff 
for the applicant. 

The waite: then goes round the} 
back of the club and unloads from 
the club's supply. West End joint, 
owners have discovered some loop- 
hole in the drinking laws, and this 
far trade is good and 
‘lubs are unmolested. 





World Tour for Act 
Kimberley and Page are in nego- 
iation with Cecil Davis to tour the | 


21st. K. & P. are to line up five! 


By EUGENE LYONS 
Moscow, Feb. 10. 


Center of Soviet capital's limited 
night life has definitely shifted to 
the restaurant of the Hotel Metro- 
pole. The Grand Hotel, for yearg 
headquarters of native and foreign 
steppers-out, has lapsed into neg- 
lect. The National Hotel offers an 
American bar, an assortment of 
pretty barmaids and dance music; 
but for some reason it doesn't take 
with the small public interested in 
such bourgeois activities. It is the 
Metropole which draws the crowds 
and the shekels with its fountain, 
its jazz, its bar, its grandeur on the 
scale of the Grand Central station, 

A sort of formal recognition of its 
ascendancy was involved in the 
transfer to its precincts, from the 
Grand where he formerly operated, 
of Moscow's leading jazz director, 
young Alexander Sfasman. If only 
Alex's people had decided to migrate 
to America in time, Broadway might 
have had another master of mammy 
songs. Considering the Soviet 
handicaps under which he labors, he 
certainly does marvels, With rarely 
more than gramaphone records to 
sustain him, he keeps his dance 
repertory fairly up to date, does his 
own orchestration and makes his 
band syncopate as epileptically as 
any American night club crew. 


Capitalistic Sin 

His inauguration recently at the 
Metropole was an occasion of no 
mean dimensions. The news had 
got around and the place was 
jammed with what there is of gilded 
youth. To attend such haunts of 
the bourgeois left-overs requires 
not only a well-padded wallet but, 
for Russians, the daring to indulge 
in capitalistic sinfulness publicly. 
There are enough Russians with the 
requisite cash and courage, how- 
ever, to crowd the hotel on special 
occasions at least. 

Diminutive Sfasman appeared in 
a blare of instruments followed by 
a band of 16—the largest to appear 
in any jazz outfit here. They pa- 
raded around the fountain and fish- 
bowl which is the pride of the Met- 
ropole, hammering out one of the 
latest. Then they were on the ros- 
trum doing their stuff like nobody's 
business. 

At that point came drama in the 
person of first Negro jazz perform- 
er, a Harlemite called Henry Scott. 
The crowd nearly burst with enthu- 
siasm and Henry ran sweat but 
liked it. No one who has not lived 
in the Soviet capital can quite get 
the nuances of that drama. Be it 
remembered that am American Ne- 
gro here is not just a human being 
with a black skin. He is a symbol 
—of suppressed races, anti-impe- 
rialism and a lot of other things. 

Negro a Symbol 

Moscow only sees a Negro on its 
platforms once in a while. He al- 
ways represents a Cause—political 
prisoners, anti-slavery, what not. 
He must speak guardedly and live 
up to his role as a revolutionary 
symbol. But Henry Scott was let 
loose without any ideological strings 
or inhibitions. He was hired to be 
himself, and he was. He banjoed and 
sang and moaned and tap-danced 
and in general earned his rubles. 
It was, in fact, the first time since 
the Tzars lost their job that an 
American Negro took the limelight 
in such a bourgeois capacity. 

The sensation will remain among 
a relatively small group here. The 
Metropole is a sinful capitalistic is- 
land in the seas of Sovietism, slo- 
gans and socialism. Most inhabi- 
tants here would be shocked to learn 
that such a sink of ‘bourgeois de- 
generacy exists within a minute's 
walk of the Kremlin. 

Besides Scott and the jazzist, the 
Metropole has an American bar 
where cocktails are shaken, insist- 
ent young ladies who force balloons, 
dolls and flowers on you; there are 
uninvited bottles of champagne on 
the table to make one look like a 
piker if one orders beer; there are 
fishes in the fountain and from 
time to time a Gypsy chorus. Sfas- 
man steps on it, sitting at the piano 
or pumping an accordion. In short, 
all the European effects are pro- 
vided, with Russian dressing. 








acts in England and for a unit, with 
the rest of ihe acts to be picked 
locally. 

Tour will cover Egypt, India, 
Kenya, Eastern Africa, Rhodesia 
and South Africa. Show also likely 
to play Australia. Tour is prac- 


tically a year’s work. 
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Lastline Jigs 

Those numerous readers who in- 
variably turn to the last chapter 
first will have their work cut out 
in the new combination novel and 
jig saw idea in which the explana- 
tion is to be found in a jig puzzle 
to be assembied after the volume is 
done. Grosset & Dunlap get off to 
a quick start with ‘The Jigsaw 
Puzzle Murder,’ written by Walter F. 
Eberhardt trade press contact man 
for Erpi. 

Eberhardt pulled a natural in 
starting his story at a jigsaw puzzle 
party, which provides the pat title. 
In other woys he has _ handled 
adroitly the story of a murder com- 
mitted while the room is temporar- 
ily in darkness, skillfully supplying 
motives and opportunities for four 
men to kill their host, with a love 
interest neati:- worked in. 

The technique of the new idea 
imposes Jimitations in that it is 
requisite that a number of persons 
should be breught under suspicion 
and the motives and movements of 
each be so clearly outlined that 
when the puzzle picture completes 
the solution the matter stands 
clear, for it is inexpedient to re- 
turn to the printed page for expla- 
nation. The interest ceases with 
the completion of the puzzle. In 
spite of these limitations, Eber- 
hardt has turned out a readable 
novelette of about 30,000 words 
which ends abruptly with the mur- 
der charge. Follows ‘Not the end. 
See next page’ and on the latter 
the reader is told to assemble the 
puzzle for a picture of the crime. 

Puzzles ruu about 200 pieces and 
in the present instance are well cut 
and not too difficult. Idea should 
be a cleaup while it lasts. 





One Issue Sold 

One issue of the Worcester ‘Her- 
ald’ sold like the proverbial hot 
cakes recently. Sheet is of the 
spice variety, patterning after the 
Bridgeport weekly of the same title, 
although few names mentioned. 
Naturally the editor, George Wells, 
is not popuiar with some people. 

Someone recently sent in a ful- 
some ‘ode’ to the sheet which Wells 
printed double column. Shortly 
after the sheet was off the press 
the tip spread that if the initial 
letters were read downward, they 
formed an acrostic that was the re- 
verse of complimentary. 

On a radio period Wells declared 
he was wise all along and merely 
wanted to show he could take it. 
But the betting is that for once he 
got some news out of his own sheet. 
And are they laughing? 





Book and Record 

With American pubs’ merging 
novels with the jigsaw puzzles, Ger- 
many is working on an idea which 
might develop into a more perma- 
nent novelty. It’s a book with a 
phonograph record. 

Ludwig Koch, of the Lindstroem 
A. G. has brought out a second vol- 
ume in this series. It’s a record of 
an African hunt by Lutz Heck of 
the Berlin zoo. Jungle sounds which 
cannot be indicated by phonetic 
symbols are reproduced on an ac- 
companying disc. Two are sold for 
$1.50 and are not obtainable sep- 
arately. Sale has been 15,000 copies. 

Koch did the same thing with a 
volume on the history of music with 
melodies on the disc. 


College Indie 

That long-threatened national 
students’ mag, published apart from 
any institution of learning so as to 
be unfettered by faculties who 
won't take criticism, is now being 
worked out. If present plans ma- 
terialize, the mag will begin pub- 
lication next fall, probably with the 
start of the new school term. 

Sponsoring the mag is the Na- 
tional Student Federation of Amer- 
ica, which :as always favored the 
side of those student editors of col- 
lege publications who have come up 


against college heads. A title for 
the publication has already been 
selected, ‘The National Student 


Mirror.’ 





Chain Sales on Subs 
Conservative Los Angeles ‘Times 


has gone for the chain sales idea 
to boost circulation. Carried a page 
ad in the Sunday edition a week 


ago outlining the procedure up to 
seven stages whereby the salesman 
can garner commission of $364.50. 
First three sales net the agent 50c. 
on each subscription. No commish 
forthcoming on subsequent sales by 


first three purchasers, but the build- | 


up gets going with the original 
salesman’s fourth subscription, and 
all subsequent ones. ‘Times’ calls 
the drive a ‘Help Yourself’ plan, | 
and is based un the regular monthly 
sub. 


rate of 90c. 
VWurger +7 an 








‘Ann Vickers’ ($2.50) ........ 
‘Pageant’ ($2.50) .....ccece inane e 
‘Bulpington of Blup’ ($2.50) ...... 
‘Imitation of Life’ ($2.50) ....... 
‘Last Adam’ ($2.00) .......... 
‘Kennel Murder Case’ ($2.00) 


or 


‘British Agent’ ($2.75) . 
‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) 
‘Flying Carpet’ ($3.75) 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending Feb. 25, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 


ee ccc cccccccccoees- BY Sinclair Lewis 
cccccccccceee BY G. B. Lancaster 





Stbue bebe buue cee By Fannie Hurst 

seeeeesesees- By James Gould Cozzens 

ccccccceccoccccoen by & &. Van Dine 
Non-Fiction 

‘Contract Bridge Blue Book of 1933’ ($2.00) . 

‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By Arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink 

cecccccccccccee BY Bruce Lockhart 


‘United States in World Affairs in 1932’ ($3.00) By Walter Lippman 


.. By H. G. Wells 


...-By Eli Culbertson 


-By Walter B. Pitkin 
.+.e---By Richard Halliburton 











tion taking a dip, the ‘Times’ also 
has found it necessary to guarantee 
a specified weekly sum to news- 
boys in order to get the night edi- 
tion on the street. Especially is 
this true in downtown L. A., at 
Seventh and Broadway, one of the 
three best corners for street sales. 
The returns became so insignificant 
at this spot that no newsboy would 
take a chance on paying his own 
way. 


Easy in Lynchburg 

Even less than a shoestring is 
apparently okay for starting in the 
publishing business in Lynchburg, 
Va. In the last couple of months 
no less than four journals, one of 
them a mag claiming national cir- 
culation among the literati, have 
dropped ‘Vol. 1, No. 1’ off the press- 
es here. 

The class mag is ‘The Aristocrat,’ 
Lynchburg ‘C:urier,’ weekly, ‘Town 
Topics,’ a tab scandal sheet, and 
‘Radio News,’ a tab throwaway, are 
the others. 

Latter is published by radio sta- 
tion WLVA to get its program be- 
fore the public. Appears once a 
week, with stories about WLVA en- 
tertainers, etc. and a list of chain 
programs in addition to the week’s 
schedule of WLVA. Local air pro- 
grams aren’t printed by the town’s 
two dailies. 


Only For Unknowns 

Don Moore, of Munsey’s, corrects 
the statement that all material 
checks are held up for three weeks 
to hear from possible plagiarism 
charges. Explains this is done only 
in the case of unknown authors. 
All standard writers and those sub- 
mitting through an agent are paid 
on publication, as usual, 

He adds that it was not J. Allan 
Dunn and H. Bedford-Jones who 
took ‘Munsey’s’ on swiped stories. 
Tales by those authors were sold 
by a Frank Morgan Mercer, who 
submitted the plagiarized stories. 


He was run down by Bedford- 
Jones, who resides in the same 
town. 


Standoff on Title 

Scrap between A. J. Buttita and 
Milton Abernethy, joint founders of 
the mag, ‘Contempo,’ which resulted 
in Buttita’s breakaway from the 
partnership, will lead to another 
mag similarly titled. With John 
Vassos, Buttita will get out a the 
‘New Contempo.’ 

Buttita claims the real right to the 
‘Contempo’ title, inasmuch as the 
word was coined by his new asso- 
ciate, Vassos. However, he _ will 
make no attempt to enjoin Aber- 
nethy from the use of the title, nor 
will Abernethy do anything about 
the ‘New Contempo.’ 


Called the Turn 
A reprint, in condensed form, of 
‘Looking Backward’, in which Ed- 
ward Bellamy, newspaperman, 36 
years ago visioned a new world 
something like that pictured by the 
present day technocrats, is being 
serialized by the Gannett string, 
i|through an arrangement with the 
|publishers, Houghton Miflin Co., 

and the author’s widow. 

Big Names 
Princeton Group has extended a 
dinner invitation to thirty of the 
Pulitzer Prize winners, and most of 














| the thirty have accepted, at the 
Hotel Plaza on May 4, with Dr. 
Nicholas Murray Butler, president 
of Columbia University, guest of 
honor. Among those who will be 
| present are the austre names of 
Willa Cather, Sidney Howard, 
| Oliver LaFarge, Julia Peterkin, and 
| Pearl Buck. It ought to be a feast 


the soul as well. 


| for 
' 
| 
| 


Novel Payoff 


ithe 





| phlets exclusively. 
|; C. Cook Company, which is making 
‘plans to flood the country with a 


by an American author before 
March 1, 1934. Five thousand dol- 
lars constitutes the prize money, 
with the other five as an advance 
royalty. 

Novels must be between 650,000 
and 200,000 words, and never be- 
fore published. Dramatic and all 
other than publication rights re- 
main the property of the author. 








Gilmor Brown’s Idea 


Add to the many comments on 
the little theatre movement, the 
brochure by Harriet L. Green on 
‘Gilmor Brown—Portrait of a Man 
and An Idea.’ 

Outside of those keenly interested 
in the community playhouse, the 
brochure of 24 pages will have little 
interest. 


Still That Yen 


Serious talk is going the rounds 
of writers’ circles in an effort to 
band together and do their own 
publishing. Mary Roberts Rine- 
hart had the courage to try it and 
the flourishing firm of Farrar & 
Rinehart bears testimony to the 
success of her venture. 


Authors complain that there is 
another side to the _ publishers’ 
plaint of being able to pay no more 
than the present 10% _ royalty. 
Publishers lean to flyers, first novel 
and foibles, thus, since the loss 
must be apportioned out, authors 
have had to carry the loss along 
with their publishers. Six well- 
known ace authors have gone re- 
bellient enough to announce their 
own firms this coming year. 


Edgar Rice Burroughs, known for 
his Tarzan series, breaks out of the 
ranks on his own with ‘Apache 
Devil” J. George Frederick has 
made a success of publishing his 
books under the banner of The 
Business Bourse, and a_ certain 
Doubleday-Doran editor is going in 
for group production with 9g fistful 
of authors on a co-operative plan. 
Ace authors, watching from the 
side lines, are twiddling their 
thumbs in order to judge whether 
to bring them up ‘to their noses at 
publishers (in the proverbial man- 
ner) or to keep them hooked in 
the loops of their checked vests 
waiting for better days. 





‘Cavalcade’ in Covers 
Grosset & Dunlap have made an 
excellent product of the book pres- 


entation of Noel Coward’s play 
‘Cavalcade,’ which is _ illustrated 
with 16 half-tones from the Fox 


picture. Typographically the book 
ts tastefully done and does not sug- 
gest the reduced reprints with 
which the firm is chiefly associated. 
It provides those interested with 
the stage text of a play not yet 
done on the American stage. Dou- 
bleday, Doran own the copyright. 


Pamphleteers 


What may be an Important fac- 
tor in the publishing business this 
year is the pamphlet. A number of 
book publishers have experimented 
with the miniature, paper-bound | 
books with no little success, notably | 
the John Day Company, and the 
undertaking is on the increase. 

Now comes a new publishing | 
house, which is to go in for pam-| 
It’s the Robert 


be on the dov-n-beat. 


their composite Winchell-Skolsky- | 


|of the columnists. 


|} payment. 


The Broadway columnist seems to 


This specific species cropped up as | 


a new oddity in American journal- | 


particular significance | 
Away from 
had 


ism, with a 
in the Broadway sector. 
Broadway local newspapers 
| 
Sullivan - Sobol - Yawitz - Hellinger 
who wrote about home folks whom , 
the neighbors knew more about, | 
than the playboys and girls of the | 
mazda belt whom the Broadway col- 
umnist publicized. 

That sextet about represents the 
outstanders of the columnists. All | 
operate along the same_ routine, | 
print about the same stuff, and read | 
alike, with the sole exceptions of | 
extremes in wild stuff or dirt. 
All go in for dirt. They exceed 
some of the typographical esca- | 
pades which the old ‘Broadway | 
Brevities’ fectured, but, asenate. | 
in a more liberalized day and age, | 
they get away with it. The same 
thing years ago meant jail for the 


‘Broadway Brevities’ editor. It was ' 
a weekly mag. 
The dirt is proving the undoing 


Where formerly 
the inside stuff was retailed under 
wraps, the boys now act as if 
they're trying to live up to all the 
nasty things which recent cycle cf 
columnists’ plays, books and _ pic- 
tures suggested. 


© COLUMNISTS 


on 
i 


i the 
'Loew's at $1,500 a week for himself. 





Careless Dirt Diggers 


help to the paragraphers. No mat- 
ter the soft-soaping, the suggestion 
has lingered too strongly that the 
dirt-diggers are too careless. 

The one exception is the mobs. 
After one columnist was driven toa 
rest cure, the columnists figured 
that’s one spot they better watch 
their step. Particularly with the 
mobs in such dominating control of 
the New York nite spots. 

As a general thing their stuff is 
only 50% accurate. They print al- 
most anything they hear and the 
reason there aren’t any more 
squawks is because those who have 
been crossed are very glad to let 
the error die, as it does fast enough 
considering the mass of inconse- 
quential chatter printed. Denial 
would only lend dignity and call ad- 
ditional attention. 

There are sundry other metro- 
politan columnists apart from the 
above-mentioned. Some are not 
strictly Broadway, but while osten- 
sibly radio or dramatic, they’ve 
evolved into the chatter stuff, as 
witness Nick Kenny on the ‘Mirror’ 
or Robert Garland’s ‘World-Tele- 
gram’ chatter. Latter is a rewrite 
on almost everybody, with or with- 
out credit, and also given to logroll- 
ing. 

Walter Winchell on the ‘Mirror,’ 
a. m. tab, thinks any reference con- 
cerning a columnist refers to him. 
As the creator of his style, though 
some allege it is but a revival, Win- 
chell, after several years of tabloid 
chattering, is the example to all 
newspapermen that maybe the news- 
paper business for the writer may 
eventually mean something. 
Winchell has a princely income, 
as high as $5,000 a week for many 
weeks in the past, but now down to 
an average of $3,000 a week. This 
includes his newspaper salary of 





will be issued at the rate of one a 
week. Will carry no date lines, nor 
will they go in for topical subjects. 
Cook just now looking for a wide 
range of non-fiction material, and 
will buy outright. Low selling price 
of the pamphlets precludes royalty 


‘Shadowplay’ on Stands 
‘Shadowplay,’ the new 10 cent fan 
magazine published by ‘Photoplay,’ 
is on the stands as competition to 
the several recent mags selling for 


That cycle, in itself, has been no | 


syndication, and $1,750 
besides magazine ar- 


$1,000, from 
the radio, 
ticles, etc. 
The Others 

The Winchell vogue, really reach- 
its when the elaborate 
coast-to-coast Lucky Strike net- 
work made him nationally known, 
created similar opportunities for his 
confreres. 


ine 
ing 


peak 


Ed Sullivan went on the air. Sid 
Skolsky was auditioned and con- 
tracted, but ditched the mike over 
some last-minute hitch just because 
the advertiser objected to both a 
Skolsky and the Howard Brothers 
(his scheduled guest-stars) being 
on the same program, on the ground 


|that such a lineup lacked sufiicient 


‘class.’ Louis Sobol pinch-hitted for 
Winchell at a fancy figure on the 
Lucky Strike hour when Winchell 


went to California on vacation. 


Mark Hellinger beat ’em all onto 
rostrum with a= sketch for 


Paul Yawitz, who is doing the Sun- 
day ‘Mirror’ Broadway column and 
was Winchell’s ghost during an- 
other enforced siesta, also took the 
blindfold ether test and was champ- 


ing at the mike until something 
happened. 
Money in Shorts 
Besides the ether, the. shorts 


helped keep the bread basket filled 
with cake. Winchell is slated at 
$3,500 a crack on the new Rowland- 
3rice series for Universal release, 
Jerry Wald, before leaving .he now 
defunct ‘Garphiec’ as radio columnist, 
did a series for Warner Bros. at the 
Flatbush § studio. Mark Hellinger 
sold scripts for pictures on a rep he 
had acquired journalistically. For 








that matter, so did Ward Morehouse 
(‘Sun’) and Rian James (Brooklyn 
‘Eagle’). 

The magic of daily printer’s ink 
billing of this or that columnist built 
up these chatterers into personal- 
ities with sizeable reps in their ime 
mediate circle, some extending be- 
yond that. But unlike the fresh- 
ness which inspired all columnists 
during their early days, it’s all be- 
come humdrum and formula. 


Guest- Pets 


All seem to have certain set news 
sources and tipsters, itineraries or 
routes of nocturnal operation—and 
pets. If it’s not a favorite contrib- 
utor, it’s some celeb who is always 
certain of a puff. Most of the col- 
umn paragraphers are under obli- 
gations to most of the celebs for 
personal appearances as _ their 
‘guests’ on the air. Winchell 
started that new kind of grift, Sul- 
livan following. 


The billing thing with the col- 
umnists soon extended beyond their 
newspapers, with the film and play 
p.a.’s particularly inviting these 
chatterers to ‘give us a line which 
we can quote in the ads.’ These 
excerpts seemed to be preferred 
above the regular play or film re- 
viewer’s comment, particularly if 
the theme bore a peculiar Broad- 








a dime. 

First issue carries 100 pages, with 
25 pages of advertising. Its photo 
gallery is in rotogravure, 


—— 


Tichenor’s ‘Spur’ 





heavy list of pamphlets on every 
conceivable subject. 

Cook miniature books will 
Little Blue Books except 
will be in a larger size 
and will sell at around 25 | 


copy 
that 
they and | 
content 


| cents a copy. The John Day pamph- 


Annual prize novel contest by the 
‘Atlantic Monthly,’ in association | 
with Little, Brown & Company, calls 

| for the customary $10.000 prize for 


also se!l for a quarter, that be- 
ing the average sales price of the 
things. 

While the regulation book pub- 
lishers who also go in for pamph- 
lets have indeterminate dates of 


lets 


Frank Tichenor says that giving | 


i ‘The Spur’ to John C. Schem isn’t 
doing right by that publication. | 
| Says it’s still his and still going 
strong for the times, 
Attacks Reprints 
\ r & Journalist printed a 
rote editorial againset ‘reprint 
magazines in the February number. 
The Clayton company has written | 
them that they are discontinuin: 
three of their reprint sheets, ‘R i 
ire Detective,’ Rapid Fire Wester: 


way angle. Besides, with the 
promise of extra billing, the ‘line’ 
was surefire, even though the regu- 
lar critics might feel otherwise. 


Among the columnists there seems 
to exist a certain camaraderies, al- 
though it’s factional. Paul Yawitz, 
as Winchell’s pinch-hitter on the 
‘Mirror,’ is supposed to have been 
promised a good break by Publisher 
Kobler when and if anything ever 
happened to Wincheil’s ‘Mirror’ 
contract, concerning which reports 
crop up every now and then. 

Sobol succeeded Winchell on the 
‘Graphic.’ Sobol, having been 
groomed by Emile Gauvreau, who 
so ‘modestly’ takes credit for this 
and lots of other things in his book, 
‘Scandal Monger,’ has thus fallen 
into a palship with Yawitz. Both 
team up on their nocturnal rounds. 

‘Mickey Mouse’ Sidney Skolsky, 
who shifted his ‘Tin Types’ from the 
Monday theatrical page of the ‘Sun’ 
into New York’s very affluent tab- 
loid, the a.m. ‘News,’ is Everybody’s 
Pal, although Sid lately has gotten 


| to be something of an Old Man Rib- 


ber, especially since becoming a 
pappy of Congorilla, Jr., as he labels 
the new Skolsky heiress. A sample 
of Skolsky’s rib on Winchell was 
the observation that he read some- 
thing about Walter one morning, 
Winchell wanted to know where, 
In your column,’ said Sid. 

The film thing seems to have 
dented Skolsky. He prints lots of 
it wild, and rough. The Bankhead- 
Garbo stuff is a sample. Skolskv. 
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Bands and 


Orchestras 





without charge. 





Week of Feb. 27 


Permanent addresses of bands or orchestras will be published 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 


For reference guidance, initials represent: 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance Fall, 


As far as possible, street addresses in large cities are also included. 


H—hotel, T—theatre, 
B—ballroom, R—restaurant. 








A 


Aaronson, Irving, Ruxton H., N. Y. C. 


Agnew, Chas., care Kennaway, Chicago. 
Albert. Jules. CBS. 485 Madison Ave., 
re 

Allen. Wally, 1914 Blvd East, W. New 
York, N. J. 

Alsdorf, U J., 98 Liberty St., Newburgh 


Amidon. A., 912 E. 8th St, Flint, Mich. 
Andrus, Bud, WESG, Elmira, N. Y. 
Anatol's Cubans, Club Cuba, Alamac H, 
» =e Cs 


Appel, Uscar, The Cathay, Baltimore. 
Arand,. Henry. 643 Broad St.. Newark. 
Arcadia Syncopators (C. Edgerton), 2004 
Addison St.. Phila. 
Aristocrats (Wm. 
@t.. Utica. N. Y. 


Hughes), 404 Blandina 


Arkell, Lee, KVI, Tacoma. Wash. 

Armbruster. J. L., B. A. C.. Buffalo. 

Arnheim, Gus, Beverly Wilshire H., Bev- 
erly ills, Coli*’. 

Ash, Paul, 1697 Broadw on, Ie: Be Ge 

Atains, A. P., 8614 Gth Ave.. Des Moines. 

Austin. 8. Davis Is. Contry C., Tampa. 

Axt. Dr. Wm., M-G-). Studio, Culver 
City, Cal. 

B 


Bachman, Lew, 211 N. Central, Chi. 

Ba!rd, Maynard, Crystal T., Knoxville. 

Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. 

Bailey. Eari. Cavalier Beach C., Virginia 
Beach, Va. 


Ballew, Smith, Muehlbach H., K. C. 


Bard, Jvs., Golden Pheasant P., Balto. 

Barnard. B. 85) W. Morrell St., Jackson, 
Mich. 

Barringer, Don, Callico Cat B., Miami. 


Bartlett. O., Book-Cadillac H., Detrolt. 
Barton, Herbert, 545 6th Ave., N. Y. C. 


Barsley, Beenar, Montauk Point, Mon- 
tauk, L. 1. 

Basile, Jos.. 65 No. 14th St., Newark, 
: a 
wae. F. J., 67 Ormond 8t.. Rochester, 
Bauin, Babe, 226 Rose St., Reading, Pa. 
Baxter, Phil. WDAF. K. C. 
Beban, Walter, NDC, S. F. 

102 EB. 8th St., Wilmington, 


Beckley, T. 
Del. 


Belasco, Leon, Ambassador H., N. Y. 
Benavie, Sam, Fisher T., Detroit. 


Bennett, Dave, Station WJJD, Palmer 
House, Chicago. 
Bentley. Billy, KXO, El Centro, Calif. 


Bercowitz, Abe, KGW. Portland. Ore. 
se W. k., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 
J 


Berger, Jack, Astor H.. N. Y. C. 

Berger, W. J., 6449 Penn Ave., Pitts- 
burgh. 

Beilin, Paul. 4258 Archer Ave., Chi. 


Bernie, Ben 1619 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Berrens. freddie. CBS. N.Y.C. 

Bestor, Don, Hotel Lexington, N. Y. 
pagan Jack & Jill Tavern, Portland, 


Biasette- Maclean, Marigold R.. Rochester. 
Black, Ted. 1619 Broadway, N : 3 


Blaufuss, Walter, N.B.C., Chicago. 
B-umenthal’s Orch., Sovereign H., Chi- 
engo. 


go. 

Bob's Sunnysiders, 80 E. Haverhill St., 

Lawrence, Mass. 

Barr, Mischa, Waldorf-Astoria, 
Y 


Rovee, Ralph, KHQ, Spokane. 
Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon St., 


Ens., 


Hyde Park, 


Tommy, Sacramento H., Sacra- 
mento, Calif. 

Royle, Rilly, Copley-Plaza H., Boston. 
Boyle. Marian, KHQ, Spokane, Wash. 
Brandy's Singing Bd.. Palmer's Park. 
Lansing, Mich. 

Brashin, Abe KJR, Seattle. 

Breesin. Daniel. Earle T., Washington. 
Brigode Ace. Merry Garden B. R.. Chi. 
B'way Collegians. Walled Lake B., De- 
trolt 
amen, Ted. Yoeng’s R.. B’ way and Sist 
t. N 

Brooks, Raoven. Zulu Hut, No. Holly- 
wood Calif. 

Broudy. Dave. Grant T., Pittsburgh. 
ne T.. 922 Oth St., Harrisburg. 
a 


Bruslloff, Nat, 19 FE. 49th St.. N. Y¥. C. 
Bryant, W. H.. 1526 S. 6th St., Terre 


Haute, Ind. 
Wonders, 645 So. Main &t., 


Buckeye 
Akron, O 

Buloskwies Califs.. Fagle B., Milwaukee. 
Bunchuk, Yasha. Capitol T.. N. ¥. C. 
Burk. Milo. Brockton, Mass 

Burke. Chick, Amesbury, Mass. 

Burke's Canadians. New Constant Spring 
H.. Kingston. Jamaica. 


Burtnett, Earl, Club Ballyhoo, Culver 
City, Calif. 
Burnett, Jordan, Greenhill B.R.. Chicago 
Burna, Jimmy, Lido Venice H., Sand- 
wich, Ont. 
Cc 
Calloway, Cab, 799 Tth Ave., N. Y. C. 


Caperoon. Fred, 401 B’way. Camden, N. J 
Cappo, Jos., Lakeside Park, Dayton, O. 
Carlin, Herb, Guyon’s B. R.. Chicago. 
Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 
Carpenter, Earl, 1619 B'way. N. Y. C. 
Carr Bros., 2137 Gufyot, Oceanside, Cal. 
Casa Loma, 799 7th ave., N. Y. C. 
Casa Nova, Greenwich Village, Dayton, O. 
eee M.. 140 Pine St., Willlamsport. 
a. 


aed D L., Vancouver H., Vancouver, 


Casson, Pep, Victoria H., N. Y. C. 
Castro. Manolo. Nacionale H.. Havana. 


Causer, Bob. Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. Y. 
Cavallave, John, Murray’s Patio, New 


Nu. ¥. 
Omaha. 


Coleman, Emil. Waldorf-Astoria. 
College Club, 4120 Dewey Ave., 


land 
Columbo, Russ, Palace T., Chi. 
Cole, King, Solomon’s D. H., L. A 


Craig. Francis. Hermitage H.. 


Crawford. ‘“‘Buss."" 
Ave... N. W.. Washington. 
Crawford, Jack, Ballyhco C., 
Crawford. Thomas L., Wichita, Kane. 
Cullen, 8S. E., 814 E. 6th St.. 
ton 

Currie, Harry, Seelbach H., Loultsville. 
Cummings. Johnnie, 
daigua, N. Y. 
Cummins, Bernie, MCA, Chi. 


D 


Dahl, Ted, KFWB, Hollywood. 

Damski, Henri, KJR, Seattie. 

Dantzig, E. J, 842 Putnam Ave., B’klyn. 
Dantzler, T., Mirador B. R., Phoenix. 


D'Artri’s Orch., 51 14th 6t., Norwich, 
Conn. 


Daugherty, Emery. Jardin Lido, 
ton H., Washington, D. C. 


Davidson, J. W., Norshore T., Chicago. 
Davis, C., Indiana, T., Indianapolis, 
Davis, Meyer, 18 E. 48th St.. N. Y. C. 
Davison, Walt, Mainstreet T., K. C. 


DeForest, Don, 171 King St., Portland, 
re. 


Ariing- 


Delany, Jack, KLX, Oakland, Calif. 
Delbridge. Del., 404 Madison T. Bidg.. 
Detroit. 


Del Pose, Senor, 1587 B’way, N. Y¥. C. 
DeLuca, J., 831 St. Marke Ave., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y¥. 

Denny, Claude, Nocturne C., Chi. 

Denny, Jack, Waldorf-Astoria H., N.¥.C. 
Deterich, Roy, Stevens H., Chicago 


Dewees, Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., Spring- 
fleld, Ill. 

Dickenson. Bob, McElroy's B. R., Seattle 

Ditmars. Ivan. KOFL. Seattle 


Dolan, Bert, Bond Hotel, Hartford, Cona. 
Domine urch., 22 4th St., Troy, N. ¥ 
Donnelly, W. H., 239 Glenwood Ave, E 
Orange, N. J. 

Dornberger, Chas., Mt. Royal H., Mont- 
reai. 

Dougherty. Doc. Adelphia H., Phila. 
Dowell. Boots, Cotton C., San Diego. 
Downey, Harry, Baliyhoo C., B'way and 
49th St.. N. Y. C 

Duerr. Daiph. 11404 Orville Ave.. Cleve. 
Duchin, Ed., Central Park Casino, N.Y¥.C. 


Eckel, Charlie, Hotel Montclair, N. Y. 
Edmunds, Glen, Elk's C., L. A. 
Ellington, Duke, 799 7th ave., N. Y. C. 


Elmwood Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave., 
Jersey City. 


Eppel, 5736 N. Tth St., Philadeiphia. 
Eppinoff, Ivan, MCA, Chi. 

Erickson, Harry, Saltair Beach Co, Salt 
Lake City. 


Eslick, J., 3677 Georgia St., 


F 


Falvo, Joe, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Fay, Bernard, Fay's, Providence. 

Farrell, F., Inn, 4 Sheridan Sq., N. Y. C. 
Feeney, J. M., 226 E. lith St., Oakland. 
Fabello, Phil, Albee, Brooklyn. 

Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 


Farr, Aaron, Miam! Beach Country C., 
Miam! Beach. 


Feldman, Joe, 1068 E. 08th St., Cleveland. 
Ohio. 


Felton, Happy, DeWitt Clinton H, N. Y. 


Ferdinando, Felix. Le Chateau B. R., 
Manchester, N. H 


Ferko, Jos. A., 500 W. 


San Diego. 


Glenwood Ave., 


Phila., Pa. 
Ferron, Chas., Poli Palace T., Bridgeport, 
Conn. 


Feyl, J. W., 878 River St., Troy, N. Y¥. 
Fio-Rito, Ted. St. Francis H., 9. F. 
Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. L. 914 South Westnedge 8t., 

Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Fisher, Buddy, 

wood, 

Fisher, Mark, Edgewater Beach H.. Chi. 

Finston, Nat. Par. Studio, Hollywood. 

Fitzpatrick, Eddie, N.B.C., S. F. 

ot ae Don, 1419 Reed Ave. Kalamazoo. 
ch. 

Fogg A. M., 117 Beacon 8t., 


Hollywood Barn, Holly- 


Portland, 


Me. 
me. Henry, Pleasant Lake, Jackson, 
ch. 
Forbstein, Touis, 
Burbank, Calif, 
Fosdick, Gene, 
Westchester 
Freed, Carl. 20 S. Orange Ave., Newar<. 
Friary, George. Rockiand, Mass. 
Friedman, L. F., St. Louis T., St. Louts. 
Friedman, Snooks, Paramount H., N.Y.C. 
Frieso, J. F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 
Me ee Jack, Station WJAR, Providence. 
Fuller, Earl, Swiss Gardens, Cinn. 
Funk, Larry, WEAF, zs. & 
Furst, Jules. Village Barn, N. Y. C. 
Fye, Gil, Silver Spray B. R., Long Beach. 


Warner-FN Studio, 


Rye Bath & Tennis C., 





Haven, Conn. 
Cavato. Ets, Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh. 


Calif. 
G 





Cave, Don. El Cortez H., San Diego. 

Cervone, Izzy. 502 Blackstone Bldg.. 
Pittsburgh. 

Charles, Roy. Golden Pumpkin C., Chi. 

Chlo-E- Revelers, Station WJBO, New Or- 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass 
Gallicchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan Rd., Chi. 
Garber, Jan, Trianon B. R., Chi. 





leans. 
Christensen, Paul, WKY, Oklahoma City. 
Christie, H. J., 1681 N. Ormaby Ave., 
Loulsville. 
Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 

eye Lake, O. 

Clarke, Bob, 

Clarke. Herb L., Municipal Band, Long 
Beach. Cal. 


Church, Rosa, 

1660 Roxbury Rd. (B). Co- 
lumbus, O. 
Clevelanders, Fuller’s Garden, Cincinnati. 


Gardner, C. C., 1527 N. 24th St., Lin- 
coln, Neb. 


Gates, Hal, KGER, L. A. 

Gates, Manny, Alcazar H., Miami. 
Gaul, Geo., Washington, D. C. 
Gaylord, Chas., La Boheme, Hollywood. 
Geldt, Al, 117 3. N. J. Ave... Altantic 


City. 


Gerun, Tom, Bal Taberin C., S. F. 





gr a ntrelemamini F C em 


Coakley, Tom, Athens C., Oakland, Calif. 
Col. F., 252 W. Dougias St., Reading, Pa. 


Coliegian Serenaders, Far East R., Cleve- 


Wheel- 


Conley, Ralph, 1119 Grand 8t., 
ing. W. Va 

Conrad. H. 1088 Park Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Cook. Arthur. WXYZ. Detroit. 

Cooley, Frits, Maple View, Pittsfield. 
Mass. 

Coon, Dell, La Salle H., Chi. 

Cooney, Bernard, KWG, Stockton. Calif. 
Cornwell, Frank. Mayfair C., Boston. 
Coyle, L. H., 219 E. 10th St.. Easton, Pa 


Nashvilie. 
Crescent Orch.. Armory. Middletown. N.Y. 
2115 Pennsylvania 
Hollywood. 


South Bos- 


Webster H., Canan- 


Gibson’s Blue Deviis, I. 0. O. F., Ball- 
room, Baltimore, 

Gill, Sumit C., Baltimore. 

Gill, Joe, Hollywood C., Galveston, Tez. 

Gillen. Frank. Detroit Yacht C., Detroit 
Ginsberg, Ralph, Palmer H., Chi. 

Gervin, Hal, 1625 Gough St., 8S. F. 

Goff, Mark, Briggs R., Detroit. 

Goldberg, Geo., Celestial R., Bay Shore 
Park, Baltimore, M4. 

Golden, Neal, WOR, N. ¥. C. 


Goldkette, Jeam, Book Tewer, Detroit. 
Gonzales, BS. N., 310 EB. 4th St., Sante 


Ana, Cal. 

Goodwin, Hop, 26 8. Church &., West 
Chester, Pa. 

Gorrell, Ray, 404 Madison T. Bldg., De- 
troilt. 

Graham, at Jenkiinson Pav., Ft. 
Pleasant. N. J. 

Grass, Chet, 2040 8. Corona, Denver. 


Grayson, Hal, Roosevelt H., Hollywood. 

Green, Jimmy, Beach View Gardens C., 
Chicago. 

Greenough, Frank, 
Barbara, Calif. 
Gross, Prentis, McElroy B., Portland, Ore. 
Greer, Billy, 1002 Main 8t.. Davenport, Is. 
Grier, Jimmy, Adolphus H., Dallas. 
Grosso, Paul, Arlington H., 

Sorings, Col. 
Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angelo St., Quebec. 
Gurnick, Ed., 86 Reynolds ave. Provi- 


dence. 
Gutterson, M., Valencia T., Baltimore. 
H 


Haas, Alexander, 264 W. 76th St., N.Y.C. 
Haines, ‘‘Whitey,"’ Tavern Inn, 188 N. 
Bend St., Pawtucket, R. I. 

Hall, George, Taft H., N. Y¥. C. 

Hall, Sleepy, MCA, Chicago. 

Hamilton, Geo., Alrport Gardens, L. A, 
Hammond, Jean. Sky Room, Milwaukee. 
Hamond, Chestine, KIT, Yakima, Wash. 
Hamp, Johnny, Mark Hopkins H., 8. F. 
Hancock, Hogan, Jefferson H., Birming- 
ham, 

Handler, Al, Via Lago, Chi. 

Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Washingtoa. 
Harris, Phil, Ambassador H., L. A. 


Harrison, J., Rendesvous, Toronto. 

Hart, Ronnie, British Columbia Pk., Van- 

couver, B. C 

Harkness, Eddie, 2030 Franklin St., 8. F. 

Hatch, Nelson, Old Mill Tea Garden, To- 

ronto, Can. 

Hatch, Wilbur, KNX, Hollywood. 

Haney, Al, 26 Capital 6t., Pawtucket, 
1. 


Biltmore H., Santa 


R. 

Haucke, Curt, Rainbow Gardens, L. A. 
Haymes, Joe, Village Nut Club, N. Y. C. 
Hays, Bill, Cathay Tea Garden, Phila. 
Heiberger, Emil, Bond H., Hartford. 
Heidt. Horace, R.K.O, Golden Gate. 
*Frisco. 

Henderson, F., 2286 W. 189th St., N. Y¥. C. 
Henkel, Ted, Capitol T., Sydney, Aus. 
Henry, Joe, Astoria, N. Y¥. 

ms Tal., e-o NBC, 711 Sth Ave., 


ue. F. & 

Hirabak, A., 1128 Goottman &t., Pitts- 
burgh. 

Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 
Is 


Hoffman, Earl, Casa de Alex, Chi. 
Hoffman. L. G.. 78 Ernst St., Suffale. 
Hogan, Bill, MCA, L. A. 

Hogan, Tweet, Chanel Lake, IIL 
eI Everett, Rendezvous B. R., Bal- 
boa. Cal 

oe B., Strand D. H., Wilmington. 


Hollywood Collegians, K. of C. C., N.C.¥ 
Holman, Bob, Cafe de Paree, L. A. 
Holmes, Wright, Martinique H.. N. Y¥. C. 
Hopkins, Claude, Roseland B, B’way and 
50th St.. N. Y. C. 

Hornick, Joe, NBC, S. 

1 een Chas., YL Beach C., 


N 4 

Hueston, Billy, 1658 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Hultberg. Henry, Inglaterra B. R., Chi. 
Hyde, Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, Mayfair T. 
Bés., KM. XY. G 


| 
Innis, Bd, Vantty Fair B., Huntington, 
W. Va. 
Irving, E., Lyceum T., New Britain, 
Conn. 


Isemingér, Bill, Hagerstown, M4. 

Isitt, Doug, Butte, Mont. 

Iula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 

Iula, Ruffino, City Park Bd., Baltimore. 


J 


Jackson’s Jass, 18 Chestnut 8t., 

ville, N. Y. 

Jaffy, Gilbert, Leighton’s Arcade, L. A. 
Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., Chicago. 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Ave., N. Y. C. 
Jansen, Edward, KVI, Tacoma, Wash. 

Jaxon, ‘Half Pint,’ WJJD, Chi. 

Jedel, H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., Newark, 

N. J. 

Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., Brooklyn. 

Jenkins, Polly, and Her Playboys, WCAU, 

Phila. 

Jockers, Al, 1619 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, C., Small’s Paradise, N. ¥. C. 

ee Dwight, Empress H., Portland, 
re 

Johnson, Gladys, KTM, L. A. 

Johnston, Merle, 151 W. 46th St., N.Y.C. 
Johnston, Oo. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa. 

Jolly Joyce's Syn., 915-17 Walnut &t., 

Philadelphia. 

Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 

Jones, Rogan, KVOS, Bellingham, Wash. 
Jones, Isham, Hollywood R., N. Y. C. 
Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Sheldon St., Jack- 

son, Mich. 

Joy. Jimmie, Variety, Hollywood. 

Joy, Jack, KFWB, Hollywood. 


K 
Kahn, Harry, 5210 Ga'nor Road, Phila., 
Pa. 
Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 B’way, N. Y¥. C, 
Kalls, H., Lide Venice C., Boston. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 
Kardos, Gene, Roseland B. R., N. Y. C. 
Kassel, Art, Birmarck H., Chicago, 
Katzman, Louis, 1780 B’way, N. Y. C. 


Glovers- 


Kaufman, W., 28 N. 10th St.. Lebanon 
a. 

Kay, Herbie, MCA, Chicago. 

Kayser, Kay, Nixon R., Pitts. 

Keegan, Ross E., 22 Gold St., Freeport, 


i. a 
Kiefer, Bert, 447 R. R. Ave., Pen Argyle, 


Pa. 

Keller, Wm. R., 4115 Gilat St.. Woodside. 
i. a 

Kelly, Paul, La Granduja, S. F. 


Kelsey, Walter, KFRC, S. F. 

Kemp, Hal, Blackhawk C., Chi, 
Kennedy, Clem, KTAB, 8S. F. 

Kennets, Larry, 801 Keenan Bidg., Pitts- 
burgh 





Mart 


Keutner, H., Benj., Franklin H., 
Kerr, Chas, Adelphia H., Phila. 
Red Kibbler, Recreation Pier, 
Beach. Cal 

Koestner, Jos., N. B. C., Merchandise 
222 North Bank Dr. Chicago. 


Phila. 


Long 


Mosher, V., 8137 10th Ave. 8., Minneap- 
olla 

Murial, Fred, Oriental T., Detroit. 
Moana H., Waikiki Beach. Honolulu. Ha- 
wail. 

N 

Nappi, Bill, Tutwiller H., Birmingham 
Ala, 
an™. Len. Len Nash's Barn, Compton 
al, 


King, Dan, and his Radio Scandals, Four 


Cedar Grove, N. Y. 
“ore Melody, 68 Mueller St., Bingham- 


ton, N, on sana 

King, Wayne, : 

Klein, Fred, stineewey oa oy Springs, 
Ark. 

Kline, M., 5456 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Kneteel, z.. Biltmore H., Atlanta. 
Knutson, Erling, President H., K. C. 
Kozale, Jim, Stations WLFIL, ‘Chicage. 
Krauskrill, Walt, 847 Claremont Bide.. 
F. 


Krueger. Art, ) Sar vy ey ag 

Krumhols, @., P. O. Box 404, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 

Kyte, Benny, Gtation WIR, Detroft. 


L 


La Ferara, Vinton, 1821 Grant Ave., 8. F. 
Lagasse, F., 618 Merrimae &t., Lowell, 
Mass. 
Laitsky, Bem, Majestic T. Bidg., Ll. A. 
Lampe, Del, Palais D’Or, N. ¥. 
Rs - a Clayton, Luna Park, Coney 
s., N. 
Lanfleld, M., BBB’s Cellar, Hollywood. 
Lang, Harry, Baker H., Dallas. 
Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., Lowell, Mass. 
Sapte, Sam, e/o CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 
Lanin, Howard, CBS. N.¥.C. 
Lawe, Bernie, Pattis C., Des Moines, Ia. 
Mickey Lazarus, McFadden B. R., San 
Francisco. 
Lefcourt, Harry, 27-10 Newtown Ave., 


Astoria, lL. 1. 
Lefkowits, Harry, Casiey H., Scranton, 


Pa. 

Leftwich, em Oceanic H., Wrightsville 
Beach, N. 

Levant, pain. MCA, Chicago. 

Levin, Al. 476 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 
Levitow, Bernard, Commodore H., N.¥.C. 
Lido Orch., Suite 56 Loew Bldg., Wash- 


ington, D. c. 
Light, Enoch, Plantation Gardens, Phila- 
delphia, Pa 


Lispin, Hank. Adoiphus H., Dallas. 
Lofner, Carol, Casino Gardens B. R., 
Ocean Park, Calif. 

Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., N. Y¥. 
Lopez. Vincent, Congress H., Chi. 

Lowd, Howard G., 4106 Sra st., N. W., 
Wash., D. 

Lowe, Bernie, Nanking Cafe, Des Moines. 

Lowe. Sol, Manchester T., L. A. 

Laury, se Schuler’'s Grosvenor B. R., 
Mansfield, O. 

Ludeke, Frank, Davenport H., Spokane, 
Wash. 

Lund, O. M., Coliseum B. R., Tacoma. 
Luse, Harley, Wilsoa’s B. R., A. 
Luster, Mayo, Oriental Gardens, a 
Lyman, Abe, Paradise R., N. 

Lynn, Correy, Biue Grotta Re = 
Lynn, Sammy, 2006 Wichita Bt., Dailias. 


M 
Macdonald, Rex, Coilseum, &. Peters- 
burg. 
Mace, Art, Rendezvous B. R., Santa 


Monica, Cal. 
Mack, Dave, Paris Inn, L. A. 
Mack, Ted, Blackstone H., Fort Worth. 


Madreguera, Enric, Place Pigalle, N.Y.C. 
Mahon, Margie, KMO, Seattle. 
Pa F. J., 8007 84 St., Ocean Parx, 
al. 
Makins, Eddie. LeClaire C., Chicago. 
Maloney, R. B., 606 Elinor St., Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

Manthe, Al., 307 N. Francis, Madison 
Wis. 


Marburger, H., Roseland B. R., N. Y¥. 
Marengo, Joe, Italian Village, L. A. 
Marsh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H. Pittsburgh. 
Marshall, Red. Venice B., Venice, Cal. 
Marinaro John, Beaux arts c., 80 W 
40th St., N. ¥. C. 

Martin, Fred, Park Central H., N. Y. C. 
Maslim, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R., 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

Masters, Frankie, Morrison H., Chi. 
Maitasch, Steve, Garden B., Seattle. 
Maupin, Rex, KYW, Chi. 

Maurice, Jack, KGFJ, L. A. 
Mayfair, Bernie, 70 So. Division, 
tle Creek, Mich. 

McCloud, Mac., care Paul Cohan, 64 West 
Randolph, Chi. 

McCoy, Clyde, Drake H., Chicago. 
McDowell, Adrian, Town & Country C. 
Milwaukee. 

McEnelly, B. J., 96 Sylvan 8t., 
field, Mass. 

McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit. 
McGowan, Loos, c/o R. W. Kahn, 1607 


Bway, N. ¥. C. 

Mcintyre, James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
tawa. 

McIntire, Lani, KMTR. Hollywood. 
McVeas I. S., 1221 E. 334 St., L. A 


Bat- 


Spring- 


Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin St.. Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 
Memphisonians, 92 S. Main St., Memphis. 


Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass. 
Meroff, Ben, Variety. N. Y. 
Meyer, M. F., 926 Broadway, Brooklyn, 


+ So 
4629 Camac S8t., Phila- 


Meyer Oscar, 
deiphia. 

Meyerinch, Herb, States Hofbrau. 8S. F. 
Meyers, Al, 6200 Girard Ave., Phila. 
Meyers, Louls, Zenda B., L. A. 

Meyers, Vic Trianon B. R. Seattle. 
Miles, Dusty, The Roof, Kenosha, Wis. 
Miles, Jack, Granada C., Chicago, 
Milholland, H. I., KGA, Spokane. 
Miller, J. Franz, Statler H., Detro!t. 
Miller, Gladys, KOMO. Seattle. 

Miller Jack, Press Club. Montreal. 
Miller, N., 121 Williams 6&¢., Chelsea, 
Maas. 
Miller, Vic, Loew’s State, Syracuse. 
Milan, Bert, Eastwood Park, Detroit. 
Mills, Floyd, 786 Fayette 8t., Cumber. 
land, M4. 
Milne, Del, 876 E. Washington 8t., Port- 
land, Ore. 
Miner-Doyle, 1102 Middlesex St., Lowell, 
Mass. 
Minich, 6B4., 
ton, Pa. 
Misheloff, Sol, Commodore H, N. Y. C. 
_Mitchell, Al, 4 Reed St., So. Norwalk, 
Conn, 
Mohrman, Mable, KJR, Seattle. 

Morton, Fran., Italian Gardens, Spokane, 
Wesnh. 
Molino, Carlos, Beverly-Wilshire H., Bev- 
erly Hills, Calif. 
Moore, Carl, care Kennaway, Chi. 
Moore's, Dinty, Washington Arms, Ma- 
maroneck. N. Y. 
Moore, Pryor, Schaber’s C., Tl. A. 

Moore, Tom, Cinderella B., Long Beach. 
Cal. 

Morey, Al, Worth T., Ft. Worth. 
Morris. Glen, Silver Slipper, Baltimore. 
Moss, Joe, 18 E. 48th St.. N. ¥. C. 


1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 


Nasheld, Dudley, Nashold’s B. R., San 
Diego. 


Naylor, Oliver, Walton H., Phila. 


Negiar, Merlin, Fou T., Spokane, Wash. 
Neiman, Eddie, Grand Terrace. Chi. 
WBB Chi. 


Neumiller, Howard, 
Res nnaceed Nick, 8150 Astoria, 


Nelson, Oxsie, Hotel New Yorker, N.Y.q, 

Nelson, Tom, Roosevelt H., N. Y¥. C. 

New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. O. 

+ amas Alfred, U. A. Studlo, Hollye 
w 


Nichols, Red, Goldea pupssont, Clev 
Nolan, Bob, Fisher T.. Detro! 2 
Noone, Jimmy, Club Dizte, Chicage. 
Norman, Jess, 1770 Green St.. 8. F. 


o 

O'Briea, Tom, Saranac Lake H., Saranae 
Lake, N. Y. 

O'Connell, Mark, 816 W 98 St., N. ¥. Cc 
Octavet Orc., 85 DuMeld &t., Brookiya, 
O'Hare, Husk, La Salle H., Chicago. 
O’Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, Ii, 
Olsen, George, NBC, N. Y. C. 

Olsen, Guy, Eagles Aud., Seattle, Wash, 
A Ole, Commodore C., Vancouver, 
Oppenheim, W.. Benj. Franklin H., Phila, 
— Georgia & Danceland, Jamaica, 


Original Yellow ar ne Summerland 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, 
Orlando, Nick, Piaza i. N.Y. 
Osborne. Will, c/o Variety, ae. Be 
Owen, Delos, WGN, Chi. 
Owens, Harry, Westward Ho H., Phoenix, 
P 


Paige, Ray, Station KHJ, L. A. 

Palmquist, Ernie, Eagle B. R., Milwaukee, 

Parisian Red Heads, 22 W. North &t., 
Indianapolis. 

Parker, Dud, 230 Hart St., B'klyn, N. Y. 

Parneil, Chas., Hartford B. R., San Ber 
nardino, Cal. 

Paso, George C., Roseville, O. 

Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave., Boston. 

Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pittsburgh. 

Pedro, Don, Morrison H., Chi. 
ee Orch.. Monmouth St., Newport, 

J. 

Pendarvis, Paul, Jonathan C., L. A. 

Perni, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 

ate Frank, Filagier H., Falleburg, 


Peterson, Art, Trout-dale-in-tne-Pines, 
Evergreen. Colo 

Pettis, Jack, Wm. Penn H., Pittsburgh. 
— Doc, Syracuse +1., Syracuse, 


B., Tivoli T., Michigan City, 


os Peterson, 
me Petters Orch., 1342 Palmetto Ave., To- 


Philbrick’s Orch., Younker’s Dept. Btore, 
Des Moines, Ia. 
Phillips, Phil.. Club Bagdad, Dallas. 


Piccino, A.. 860 N. 8th St., Reading. Pa. 
Pierce, Chas., Midway Gardens, Cedar 
Lake, Ind. 

Pipp’s Orch., Sullivan's, Edmonton, Cara. 
Pontrelli, Nick, Palace B. BR, Ocean 
Park, Cal. 
Pontrelli, Pep, Rainbow Gardens B. R., 


A. 
Powell, Walter & Rudy Bundy, care 
Leddy & Smith, 226 W. 47th St.. N. Y. CG 
Prado, Fred, American House, Boston. 
Price, Larry, 3115 N. New Jersey St. 
Indianapolis. 
—_—" R. E., 1306 Sellers St., Frankford, 


Q 
sua, Gene, Arlington H, Hot Springs, 


R 
mee Jack, Station WOL, Washington, 


Pr ae Oscar, M-G-M Studio, Culver City, 
ai. 


Rodriguez, Jos., KFI, l. A. 

eS a. Erno, Radio City Music Hall, 
Rasmussen, F., 148 Graham Ave., Council 
Bluffs, fa 


Ray, Alvino, NBC, 8. F. 

Read, Kemp, 530 Ashley Bivd., New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 

Red Dominos, care of B. K. Nadel, 110 
W. 47th St.. N. Y¥. GC. 

Redman, Don, 799 7th Ave., B.Y.C. 
Redmond, George, Cotton C, Culver 
City, Cal } 
Reese, Gardner, 1619 Broadway, N. Y¥. 
Reisman, Leo, 130 W. 67th St.. N. ¥. @ 
Relyea, Al ‘Buddy,’ New Harmony H., 
Cohoes, N. Y. 

Rendieman, Dunk, Del Monte, Birminge 
ham, Ala. 

Reynoids, Lou, $00 Central Ave., Ala- 
meda, Cal, 

Rich, Fred. CBS, N. Y¥. C. 

Richards, Barney. Uptown Village, Chi. 
Rickitts, J. C.. Koscjusko, 

Rines, Jos., Elks H., Boston. 
Rittenbaud, J., U. Artists T., Detroit. 
Rizzo, Vincent, Sylvania H., Phila. 
Roanes’ Penn, Commodore B., Lowell, 


Mass 

Robbins, Sammy, McAlpin H, N. Y. 
Roberts, Miles, 8 Sheldon St.. Prov., R. &, 
Robinson, Johnny, ag ad - ree 
Roky, Leon, Syracuse H., 
Rolfe, B. A., 111 W. 57th ge x Y. ¢. 
Romanelll, if King Edward H., Toronte, 
Rose, irv.. Jefferson H., St. L. 
Harry Rosenthal, 1650 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Rossman, Harold, Bagdad C., Miami. 
Rothschild, Leo, 306 W. 14th 8t., N.Y.C, 


Ruhl, Warney. Michigan Tech.. Houghe- 
ton. Mich, 
Russell, B., King Cotton H., Greensbdore. 


Ss 


Sampletro, Joe, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 
Sanders, Joe, MCA, Chi. 

Sans, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave., B’klya. 
Santaella, Salvadore, KMTR, Hollywood. 
Schara, C. F., 624 B’way, Buffalo, N. ¥. 


Schill, J., Arcadia B. R., N. ¥. C. 
—_— Ed., 34 Arthur St., Lawrence, 
ass. 


Schumisk!, Joe, Station WCFL, Chicage. 
Schwarts, U. J., 819 Court St., Fremont, 
Ohlo. 

Scoggin, Cnic, Pla-Mor B. R., Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Scott, L. W., 900 Dilbert Ave., Springe- 
field, O. 

an Frank, 254 President St., Bkiyn., 
Cal. 

Scotti, Bill, Pierre H., N. Y¥. C. 


Seidenman, Sid, Mayflower H., Waeh. 
Seiger. Rudy, Fairmont H., 8. F. 

Selvin, Ben, c/o Col. Recording. 55 Sth 
Ave. 
Setaro, A., 
Severt, Gino, 
Sheffers, H. 
Shepard, Chas., 
Sheridan, Phil, 


Paramount Studio, Holly. 
KHJ. L. A. 

C., Wilbur's Taunton. Mass. 
KFI, L. 

Mossula, Mont. 


Sherman. Maurie, College Inn C., Chi. 
Shield, LeRoy, NBC, Chi. 

Sidell, Curtis, Hollywood A. C., Hollye 
wood, 


Steff, Solly, Palace H., 8. F. 

Silverman, D., Missourt T., St. Loults. 
Simmonds, Arie, Playland Park, Sout® 
Bend, Ind. 














Keystone Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 


troit. 


Neff, Art, 6228 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 


(Continued on page 71) 
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WOC RATED ‘UNFAIR’; 
UNION FINES MUSICERS 


Davenport, Feb. 27. 


Tri-city musicians’ union has 
slapped fines upon members who ap- 
peared in broadcasts from WOC, 
Central Broadcasting Co. station, 
which has been placed on the ‘un- 
fair’ list. 

Herb Heuer and Fred Hackeit 
bands, Orville Foster, pianist and 
organist, and Miss Lucia Thompson, 
pianist and accompanist, were sum- 
moned before the board relative to 
charges that they had accepted con- 
tracts under the union scale. 

Meanwhile, the ‘unfair’ listing 
against the station stands, several 
conferences having failed to bring 
a settlement. 


Composer's Top 3 


For the first time in at least five 
years there has come about an in- 
stance of the same composer being 
responsible for three of the six 
numbers on the current list of best 
sheet sellers. 

Of the lineup for the week ending 
Feb. 24 Harry Woods’ name is on 
‘Echo of the Valley,’ ‘Little Street 
Where Old Friends Meet’ and ‘Try 
A Little Tenderness.’ First and 
last were written for and placed 
originally with the English firm of 
Campbell-Connelly. 











HALLETT RETURNS 


Resumes Work Next Month—Band 
Will Tour New England 








Mal Hallett, fully recovered in 
health, returns to New York from 
Arizona around the middle of March 
to organize a dance unit. Charles 
Shribman resumes as his manager. 
Hallett plans a tour of New Eng- 
land. 

Following a bone injury suffered 
m an accident, Hallett’s health 
broke down a couple of years ago 
and he was forced into retirement. 
At the time, Hallett was rated 
among the ace touring combos in 
the east. 





Gives an Idea 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Some idea of how bad the dance 
spot business can get out here was 
indicated recently at the Roosevelt 


hotel. 
At 11 p. m., when the Hal Grayson 


band went on the air, not a paying 
patron was in the place. 





NEWMAN GOES BOATING 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Alfred Newman and his wife, Beth 
Meekins, sailed for New York on 
the ‘California’ yesterday (26) to 
remain five days before returning to 
Hollywood, again by boat. 

On his return, Newman, musical 
director at United Artists, is slated 
to go to Metro on loan to handle the 
scoring of ‘I Married an Angel,’ the 
Rodgers and Hart tunefilm. 





KALMAR-RUBY AND KAHN 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Kalmar and Ruby and Gus Kahn 
have written ‘I’m Thru Saying I’m 
Thru’, which Robbins will publish. 
This is the first collaboration by K- 
R & K and Kalmar-Ruby’s first 
song to be published since their con- 
tract with Harms was completed. 

Trio will work together on addi- 
tional songs for Robbins. 





NITERY’S FEMME M. C. 
Monte Carlo Casino, Broadway 
niterie, is now trying it with a 
femme m.c. 
Beth Challis is the candidate, 
starting on her assignment tomor- 
row (1). 








Best Sheet Sellers 





Six best sheet music sellers 
for the week ending Feb. 24, 
as reported by the jobbers and 
syndicates in the east, were: 

‘Echo of the Valley’ (Rob- 
bins). 

‘Little Street Where Old 
Friends Meet’ (Morris). 

*Moon Song’ (Famous). 

‘Night And Day’ (Harms). 

‘My Darling’ (Harms). 

‘Try A Little Tenderness’ 
(Robbins). 

















unpenneaTl g 

; 4 oN 

Al B ror at! | 

ioe 199 Eve pw YORKHT 


Literati 


(Continued from page 63) 


“Western Adventure’ and ‘Cowboy 
Stories.’ 

A. & J. intimates the matter of 
the reprint magazines, not so la- 
beled, could be properly taken up by 
the Federal Trade Commission, 
whose function is to check unfair 
competition, misleading advertising, 
etc. A. & J. insisted the first move 
should come from the publishers. 
The condition came about when 
many publishers bought ‘all rights’ 
to fiction, giving them the oppor- 
turnity to publish the reprints. 

Fed Commission ruled years ago 
that film reissues must be so des- 
ignated in all billing. 








Long Long Distance 

For the first time a London news- 
paper called a party in Denver to 
get first-hand information. The oc- 
casion was .he kidnaping of Charles 
Boettcher II, of Denver financial 
and social fame, and the holding of 
him for $60,000 ransom. The London 
‘Daily Mirror’ called his wife and 
talked for several minutes, the 
charge being $13 a minute plus fed- 
eral tax, 





Ides Is the 15th 


Julian Shapiro, 28 years young, a 
former member of the New York 
Bar, has given up active practice 
to devote himself to hunting up the 
alphabet on the typewriter. ‘The 
Water Wheel,’ his first book, pub- 
lished by Duffield Green, will be out 
with the ides of March, 





Chatter 

Ramon Romero is doing a series 
of articles for ‘Modern Screen’. First 
is titled ‘Hunted Men of Hollywood’, 
and has to do with recent experi- 
ences of Duncan Renaldo and John 
Farrow. Romero was until recently 
contributing to ‘New Movie’ mag. 

H. V. Marrott, who did John 
Galsworthy’s first biog, will do an 
official one of the late novelist. 

Covici, Friede has an anonymously 
authored novel, too. It’s ‘This 
Bright Summer.’ 

Chic Sale has another book due 
soon. 

John Dos Passos seconding every- 
thing Mike Gold has to say about 
the American novel, 

Writers’ Club and Authors’ Club 
on an unusually friendly basis, and 
may lead to a combine of the two. 

Longmans, Green has Eva Le 
Gallienne’s memoirs. 

Dora Russell, author of ‘Children, 
Why Do We Have Them’ is Bert- 
rand Russell’s wife. 

The Norrises, Charles and Kath- 
leen, have gone back to the coast. 

Gustav Eckstein has delivered his 
first novel to Harper. 

Elvira Leffier is trying to cut 50,- 
000 words from that novel. 

Percival C. Wren the only one 
still writing about the French For- 
eign Legion. 

Thorne Smith writing a new book 
between assignments from the MGM 
story department. 

The Albert Payson Terhunes in 
New York without the dogs. 

Eugene Saxton, the Harper edi- 
torial chief, back from Europe. 

Doubleday, Doran are releasing 
four of Noe] Coward's earlier plays 
in book form. Such are the laurel 
leaves of fame. 

William Patterson White has fin- 
ished ‘Adobe Walls,’ his first novel 
in five years. 

Romance of the building of the 
Erie Cana] has been recaptured by 
Walter D. Edmonds in ‘Erie Water.’ 

William <A. Brady sending out 


personal letters to a private mail- | 


ing listing with invitation 
pay, of course), to the performance 
of Peggy Wood in the Owen Davis 
play ‘A Saturday Night.’ At the 


| Playhouse on the 28th. 


‘Congo Jake,’ by Collodon, a com- 


| bination of ‘Green Hell’ and ‘Trader 
| Horn’ with an introduction by Ed- 


win C. Hill is a recent Claude Ken- 
dall acquisition. 


(you | 


ee 


Temporary Receivers 

For Vermont Organ Co. 
Brattleboro, Vt., Feb. 27. 

Temporary receivers have been 


appointed for the Estey Organ Com- 
pany, which has supplied theatres 


| for many years. Appointments were 
made on a petition of the Vermont- 


People’s National Bank asa creditor 
to the extent of about $50,000 and to 
other creditors about $100,000. 
Attorneys both for the bank and 
Estey Co. say the firm is in no 
sense bankrupt, but that current 
conditions make it impossible to ob- 
tain needed working capital. Sales 
formerly ran normally $600,000 an- 
nually, but last year dropped to 
about $200,000. Plans are being 
made to reorganize the company. 





ELECTRICS’ COIN CLEARED 


Lewis Co. Gets Its Share, Closing 
Final Dispute 








Litigation started by the Lewis 
Music Co. over distribution of the 
ERPI settlement money has been 
withdrawn. Firm’s share has been 
turned over to it. With this item 
out of the way the situaton, involv- 
ing both ERPI and RCA coin, has 
been cleared up all around. 

The Lewis outfit had appealed to 
the court to force an immediate 
distribution of the money so that it 
could get the $800 allotted to it. 
Action was dismissed after John 


plained that the division was then 
in progress and that the Lewis 
check was about to be mailed. 





VERMONT BAND BILL 
Montpelier, Vt., Feb. 27. 


A bill now before the state legis- 
lature provides for the licensing of 
bands and orchestras entering the 
state for the purpose of furnishing 
music for a dance or for hire. 

According to the measure the li- 
cense fee shall graduate from: 
Bands of five members or less, $10 
for each engagement; bands of six 
and not over 10, $25, and far combos 
over 10 members a fee of $3 for 
each man above the 10 limit. Pen- 
alty of $50 is provided for each 
offense. 





DUBIN, WARREN EAST 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

With the five numbers for ‘Gold 
Diggers of 1933’ (WB) completed, 
Al Dubin and Harry Warren leave 
for New York this week. 

Dubin will wind up his eastern 
affairs so that he can return here 
in a week to make his California 
residence permanent. 


HERE AND THERE 


Eddie Janis, Coast rep for Fa- 
mous Music, on a world tour since 
Nov. 27, hit New York and is re- 
turning west to resume for that 
music pub firm. 








Dick Fiddler orchestra has suc- 
ceeded Emerson Gill at the Lotus 
Garden, Cleveland, and is broad- 
casting over NBC from WHAT. 





Newest of the fem song pluggers 
in Frisco is Bertha Bloom, handling 
Shapiro-Bernstein catalog’. there. 
She is ex-wife of Abe Bloom. 


Jess Kirkpatrick’s combo moves 
from the Garden room to the more 
intimate Music room at the Bilt- 
“more hotel, Los Angeles, March 6. 

Jack Crawford’s band will be re- 
placed by the Earl Burtnett outfit 
at Club Ballyhoo March lL 





Ted Dahl is through at the Bev- 
erly Hills, Cal., hotel, which lapses 
back to Saturday night dancing 
only. 





Johnny Johnson’s ork has re- 
turned to the New Kenmore hotel, 
Albany, after playing vaude and 
college dance dates. 





Joe Santly has called off his man- 
agerial arrangement with the newly 
organized Isham Jones publishing 
| firm. 








| Lamp Lighters Club, salesmen for 
|lamp manufacturers, has been tied 
}in on Shapirc-Bernstein’s plugging 


j}in the Valley.’ 





Paul Tremaine has offered to play 
one-night a week exclusively the 
songs of unknown writers over the 
CBS wire out of the Bohemia, 
Broadway dine and dance spot. 


Paine, trustee for the MPPA, ex- | 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Bobby Crawford, prez of DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, Inc., has taken 
an apartment in Miami with his wife and more or less hiding away and 
taking it easy. Business problems decided him to scram from Tin Pan 
Alley and rest, leaving Phil Kornheiser, his new g.m., in charge. 
Crawford's financial reversals, after being in the big money for some 
time, date from the first market break which wiped out a sizeable per- 
sonal fortune and placed him $400,000 or so in debt to Max Dreyfus of 
Harms, to cover margin. This, combined with the reversal of general 
business, particularly in the music field, caused a reorganization of DeS., 
B. & H., Inc. It included Crawford's buying out of the three songwriters; 
this, made more or less vital by Buddy DeSylva and Brown & Henderson 
splitting factionally. It also meant Danny Winkler’s leaving the firm as 
gen. mgr. Winkler was reported drawing around $350 weekly. It meant 
other radical economic revisions. 

An element of pique also figured in Crawford's mental stress when 
Elar Co., the DeSylva, Brown & Henderson subsid, failed to publish the 
‘Strike Me Pink’ score by Lew Brown and Ray Henderson. Elar is a 
coined corporate billing of B&H’s first names, the writers passing up 
their own-controlled subsid firm to place the score with Harms. De- 
Sylva and Larry Schwab's hit, ‘Take a Chance’, before that also became 
a Harms publication. 

Crawford still has plans of reuniting the trio for a Fox musical, al- 
though DeSylva is spoken of as going to Fox on his own, to head his own 
unit for production, It’s felt in the industry that such a move to reunite 
the trio would also reunite the general fortunes of all, but Crawford, 
meantime, has been gauging his overhead commensurate with the times, 





In line with radio’s eating up song material so fast that even the lesser 
known production airs are getting a plug, that’s how ‘Lover’ is come- 
mencing to happen although Jeanette MacDonald only sang about eight 
bars of it as a brief snatch in ‘Love Me Tonight’. The principal plug 
songs in the Chevalier-MacDonald picture were the title number, and 
‘Isn’t It Romantic?’, but the publishers knew that ‘Lover’, in manuscript 
form, was likely, and held it back. 

Any film or production these days will find that its lesser known nume- 
bers are often singled out for plugging by the air leaders who, like the 
public, are tired of the established hits and thus hop onto the relatively 
minor stuff. Practice has unearthed a number of ‘surprise’ hits although 
unfortunately the ‘hits’ don’t sell in sufficient quantities to mean any- 
thing economically to the publishers. 





Toll taken by the letout sweep among CBS sustaining aritsts last week 
had its effect upon the contacteers in the music publishing ranks. Scores 
of previously placed plugs became suddenly nullified, and with the net- 
work making no announcement of incoming talent the boys found them- 
selves unable to do anything about it. 

Regulation method of contacting the artists by telephone was quickly 
abandoned and a concerted move was made on the CBS studio ante- 
rooms, where the publishing reps settled down to wait and find out what 
replacement sustaining talent had been booked. 





Outside of the technical copyright copies Famous Music Co., the Par 
music publishing subsid, isn’t publishing any of Ralph Rainger’s songs 
from Paramount’s Mae West flicker, ‘She Done Him Wrong’. Miss West, 
however, has recorded them and Famous will collect the usual disk 
record royalties from Brunswick. 

One of the songs, ‘Haven’t Got No Peace of Mind’, never did get into 
the release print. ‘I Like a Man That Takes His Time’ is one of Raing- 
er’s originals for Miss West. Rainger is the Par studio staff composer. 
‘Easy Rider’ and ‘Frankie and Johnny’ are doggerels and non-copyrights, 





Manager of a New York band booking office, while touring the south 
with his ace attraction, left a trail of bouncing paper. Efforts to get him 
to make good proved hopeless until creditors communicated with the 
band leader himself and threatened to report the derelictions to the come 
mercial supporting him on the air. 

This move had its immediate effect. All the n.g. draft holders were 
suddenly notified that the money was in the bank waiting for them. 





Joe Morris says he settled his conflict with the ASCAP board of direce 
tors when they advanced his firm from Class C to Class B. With the 
promotion, declares Morris, he agreed to withdraw any and all litigation 
against the society and to consider all claims for back royalty shares 
settled. 





MUSIC HALL 


(Continued from page 16) 


school of picture house stage pro- 
ducing is in its own element. 
‘Rhythm in Wedgewood’ is the 
opening item, immediately follow- 
ing the overture. Latter this week 
is ‘Tannhauser,’ described by an 


30 Pieces Assembled by 
Henderson-Weber for Air 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Gordon Henderson and Gus Weber 
have completed organization of a 
30-piece orchestra to specialize in 
pop numbers for radio. Weber, who 
formerly conducted a string ensem- 


of ‘When It’s Lamp Lightin’ Time | 


offstage mike voice as commemora- 
ting the 50th anniversary of the 
death of Richard Wagner. 
‘Wedgwood’ is a delicate study in 
pale blue and white, with the bal- 
let girls and Pat Bowman coming 
to life after opening as figures in 
crockery. No Roxy-Leonidoff show 
is complete without somebody com- 
ing to life, and it isn’t always the 
audience. Miss Bowman is off her 
toes currently in a dance that in- 
volves body-waving and handwork. 
At five-a-day and off the toes this 
week, it must be a pleasure. Viola 


Philo provides the vocal  back- 
ground. 
‘Jigsaw Puzzle’ is billed in the 


program as having been inspired by 
a Soglow cartoon. A pair of mixed 
midgets, who look like children in 
this huge house and who will be 
regarded as such, according to com- 
ment from the $1.65 customers on 
the first shelf, open it up with a 








song and dance in ‘one.’ They’re 
cute. Another midget is underneath 
a false face as Soglow’s comedy 
king. The Rhoxyettes in bright cos- 
tumes give out a prancing horse 
routine in perfect unison. 

Newsreel breaks up the second 
and third stage items, ‘Bolero’ lead- 
ing into the screen feature, Radio’s 
‘Our Betters’ (Constance Bennett). 
Erno Rapee conducted the Thurs- 
day night overture. Business fair 
at the supper show, but house filled 
up gradually and had_  standees 
downstairs by the time the last per- 
formance got under way. Bige. 

Biltmore trio have left the Los 





Angeles hotel of the same name. 


ble over KFI, and who was with 
Ernie Rappe in New York, will con- 
duct. Henderson recently concluded 
five months with his orchestra for 
the Union Oil Co. over KFI. 

Fred Niblo and Clarence Muse are 
associated with the new organiza- 
tion. Deals are on with national 
advertisers for air tieups. 





HOTEL STEPS IN 


Paramount, N. Y., Will Operate Ke 
Grille—New Floor Show 





Operation of the Paramount Grille 
has been taken over by the Para- 
mount hotel management. This 
takes Nat Harris and Tony Shane, 
who had the spot on a profit shar- 
ing basis, entirely out of the picture. 

A band under Charles Barnett 
replaces Tommy Monahan’s musi- 
cal unit with the previous floor show 
policy of vaude and musical comedy 
names, plus a line of girls, also 
eliminated. 


HENDERSON BANKRUPT 

Fletcher Henderson has taken the 
bankruptcy route. Schedule filed 
with the Federal Court in New York 
gives his liabilities as $23,129 and 
assets at $500. 

As chief creditors the band leader 
lists the Orchestra Corporation of 
America, $6,000; Lou Irwin, Ine, 
$6,000, and the Bennett Carters ose 
chestra, $1,050. 
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‘Far Away Horses’ 
the Beck for Mar. 15. 





spotted into 





takes 
in 


‘Scandals’ 
Resumed 


George White's 
to the road again. 
Scranton last Sat. (25). 





Dr. Andrews of Union Theological 
seminary tells Church Drama 
League that Hays is there to block 
efforts of others to clean up the 
screen. Qualified his remarks to ex- 
plain he meant some time ago, 





Nan O'Reilly and Rupert Driscoll 
file their reply to the libel suit en- 
tered by former Magistrate Jean 
Norris, who contends that she is 
misrepresented by the woman judge 
in ‘Four O'Clock.’ Authors deny 
any intent to be specific and claim 
Seabury report, on which the play 
is based, is in the public domain, 





Cosmo Hamilton, British play- 
wright, going out to talk in those 
towns where the newly formed 
Union Theatre league seeks to make 
subscription contacts. 





Legal inquiry into the death of 
the late Freddy Schaaf is a complete 
exoneration for the state boxing 
commission, Carnera and all others 
concerned. Found that the death 
was due to weakened condition and 
inflamation of the brain following 
an attack of the flu. 





Pola Negri did not sail on the 
Manhattan last Wed. Had to stick 
around and debate a matter of an 
income tax of around $75,000 on her 
last year’s earnings. 





Winchell Smith, dramatist, ar- 
rived last week on the Conte de 
Savoia. The body of his wife, who 
died abroad last October, was on 
the same boat. Taken to Farming- 
ton, Ct. for interment. 





CBS abandons W2ABX its tele- 
vision experimental station which it 
has been operating the past 18 
months. 





Fifth Avy. Ass’n. getting finical 
about flash store posters, Wants to 
toss them and their users off the 
street before it becomes another 
B'way. 





Frederick A. Manthrop, said to 
be an English actor, in the police 
grip charged with sending threat- 
ening letters to Mrs. John Sloan, 
social registerite. Police say he told 
them he also tried to get cash from 
Noel Coward. 





Appraisal of the estate of the late 
Jack Donahue, shows gross $533,- 
441 and net $441,346. Chief asset is 
the property 239-245 E. 56th st. His 
estate got $120,000 life insurance but 
more went directly to his wife. 





Maurice Schwartz, Yiddish star, 
dined when ‘Yoshe Kalb’ goes to 
200 performances. Record run show 
in town now that ‘Another Lan- 
guage’ has gone out. 





Arturo Toscanini back to conduct 
remainder of Philharmonic concerts. 





Lucrezia Bori made an appeal for 
opera funds during the Washington 
Birthday broadcast of ‘Tannhauser.’ 
First response was from Mrs. 
Franklin D. Rocsevelt, who sent in 
a contribution. 





Herbert J. Biberman will use the 
Westchester County Center as his 
Summer tryout spot. Will do eight 
plays. 





Harold Lloyds back home from 
their European jaunt and the come- 
dian reveals that he went to only 
five picture shows. 





Thieves toss a brick through the 
window of Wurlitzer’s on 42d st. 
and take only two violins. Loot 
about $2,000. 





Reported that English, German 
and Swedish managers want 
Cohan's ‘Pigeons and People.’ 





Jos. Spurin-Calleia, of ‘Honey- 


‘Sad Words and Gay Music.’ 





Wee & Leventhal bought 
rights to ‘Riddle Me This.’ 
vival this season. 


For re- 





A. C. Blumenthal gets a legal de- 
cision for $150,000 against A. M. 


moon’ has done his first play. Titled | club. 


Theatres Equipment Co. 


to Gen, 
back in 1930. 





Frederick Manthorp, English ac- 
tor, indicted on charges of using 
mails to extort money under threat 
of violence. Law passed after the 
Lindbergh kidnaping. He sought 
to shake down Mrs. John Sloane, 
wife of the furniture man, it is 
alleged. Named in the indictment 
as alias Fred Jordon, Fred Cordon, 
Fred George and King George. In 
$10,000 bail. 





Aaron Goldberg, taken off the 
Leviathan when that liner arrived 
at quarantine Thursday. Suffering 
from influenza and removed to the 
Marine hospital. 





Adolph Zukor and Charles D. 
Hilles to tell Federal Judge William 
Bondy why they should not join 
the stockholders (being receivers in 
equity for Paramount-Publix) in a 
move to retrieve from Film Produc- 
tion Co. the 23 features pledged to 
the banks for a loan. Hearing to- 
day (Tuesday), on plea of Relmar 
Holding Co. and Max Nathan, an 
individual bondholder. 





Rudy Vallee, appointed a Colonel 
by Gov. Brann, of Maine, has com- 
mission changed to Lt. Commander 
of the naval reserve. Vallee was 
in the Navy at one time. 





Gaiety theatre, Brooklyn, burley 
house, robbed Sunday (26). Men 
got $600. 





Elmer Rice decides to continue 
‘We the Peope,’ at Empire. Will get 
no coin, players dividing the b. o. 
after expenses. 





Chas. Hopkins takes Lou Raphel- 
son’s play, ‘The Magnificent Heel.’ 
Due this spring. 





Even Tony’s in 52d st. has to take 
it. Supposed to be immune, but 
Feds got round to it Friday night. 





Hilda Moreno, Cuban dancer, 
whose name has frequently been 
connected with that of Jas. Still- 
man, gets a divorce. Timed to break 
as she opens ina N. Y. supper club. 





Seymour Woolner, who married 
Fannie Todd Mitchell after her di- 
vorce from Leon Leonidoff and who 
sued the ballet master for $500,000 
alienation when she left him, now 
brings an additional suit for ‘crimi- 
nal conversation.’ Says they are 
living together. 





Clark and McCullough celebrated 
their 27th year as a team after per- 
formance of ‘Walk a Little Faster’ 
Sat. (25). 





Arthur Tracy and his wife sued in 
Washington court for $100,000 by 
Mrs. Betty Tracy. She's the singer’s 
sister-in-law and charges Tracy and 
his wife alienated her husband, 





Quitner suit against the producers 
for alleged conspiracy to force him 
from business dismissed by U. S. 
district court here. 





Wee & Leventhal drop ‘Family 
Upstairs’ when ownership is con- 
tested. Will do ‘The Best People’ 


instead. 





Jack Dempsey sued by a Brooklyn 
contractor for carpenter work done 
some years ago. Case is for $378. 
To be decided on depositions, as 
Dempsey can't come east just now. 





Talk of a new municipal park on 
the old Dreamland site at Coney 
Island dropped when it’s leased for 
two years to Irving Rossoff for a 
parking space. He will pay $23,150 
a year, and city needs the coin. 





‘Cherry Orchard’ will alternate 
with ‘Alice in Wonderland’ at the 
New Amsterdam, starting March 6. 
Eva Le Gallienne sees a chance for 
it. Nazimova to play. 





Wee & Leventhal may revive 
‘Darling of the Gods,’ which Belasco 
did with Blanche Rates. 





Albany considering a 5% tax on 
radio stations. 





Actors’ Dinner Club to add a 
weekly dance at Huropean Village 
Near its new quarters in the 
Great Northern. 








Sophie Tucker makes known her 


the | intention to seek a Chicago divorce 


from Al Lackey. Nothing wrong, 
she says, except that tired feeling. 





Martha Enderton Fell, former 
showgirl, in the news when her hus- 
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that it was his own deed, but three 
investigations have been ordered at 
request of relatives. 





Mae Seiden, of Club Richman, and 
Gordon Merrick, also a dancer, are 
to split. Engaged seven years and 
married 16 days. Found they. were 
temperamentally unsuited, she says. 





Thos. Kilpatrick considering a 
season of revivals at the Ambassa- 
dor. First is ‘Young Sinners,’ due in 
Monday (6). 





Joe Cook in ‘The Gay Nineties’ 
may go into the RKO Roxy under 
management of Max Gordon, 





Peggy Fears reported to be work- 
ing on an intimate revue for this 
summer. Courtley Burr is also play- 
ing with the idea of another mu- 
sical, 





Katherin Hepburn submits to a 
minor operation in a Hartford hos- 
pital, where she has her home, 





Clyde Beatty, animal trainer, 
clawed by a lioness in Cleveland. 
Second attack in two days, but he 
makes light of it. 


Coast 


Rex Lease, actor, filed voluntary 
bankruptcy petition in L. A. Federal 
court. He’s allowed 10 days to file 
a schedule of assets and liabilities. 











Daisy DeBoe, former secretary to 
Clara Bow, actress, now serving 18 
months in the L. A. county jail for 
grand theft, has entered a plea for 
release, asserting that she served 
eight months before her final com- 
mitment was ordered. 





Laura Hope Crews, actress, does 
not have to pay E. W. Grieve, hus- 
band of Jetta Goudal, $1,120 for 
services rendered to the Miss Crews 
following her purchase of $9,000 
worth of furniture from Grieve, in 
a decision rendered in L. A. munic- 
ipal court. Miss Crews testified 
that she considered Grieve’s time 
had been given because of such a 
large sale. 





Ken Maynard, actor, paid $35 to 
release his airplane, which had been 
attached by David Pasada, Holly- 
wood bootmaker, because actor’s al- 
leged failure to pay a shoe bill 





Premier Theatre, Los Gatos, 
Calif. damaged by a dynamite 
bomb. Labor troubles. 





Cross complaint has been filed in 
Los Angeles by Mrs. Max Hart in 
answer to the suit instituted by 
Hart to establish his ownership of 
$2,700 in the defunct Bank of Holly- 


wood. Money was under Mrs. 
Hart’s name. 
In the cross complaint, Hart’s 


ex-wife contends the money is 
her’s, and that Hart, in addition, 
owes her $1,200 which she claims 
she loaned to him, Zagon & Aaron 
representing Hart. 





E. Hunt filed suit for $20,000 in 
L. A. Municipal court against Peggy 
Hopkins Joyce, actress, alleging that 
she borrowed that sum of money in 
1926 and failed to repay it. 





Zita Johann, actress, in the Holly- 
wood Receiving hospital following 
automobile accident. 





Thieves, posing as _ prospective 
producers of a play, entered the 
Theatre Mart, Hollywood, and robbed 
Thomas A. Miller, manager, of two 
rings, valued at $425. 





E. D. Horkheimer, former film 
producer, has announced his candi- 
dacy for the L. A. city council. 





City of Los Angeles awarded 
much of the Piaya del Ray, beach 
lind on which stands almost all the 
home of Mae Murray, actress. City 
has sued Miss Murray to acquire 
title to the property on grounds that 
the area was an artificial growth to 
land which she had purchased as 
sand accumulated there because of 
currents in the water due to a pier 
which had been constructed by sub- 
dividers. 





Capt. Jack Cohen, formerly with 
the New York fire depatment, is at 
Fox Movietone city to reorganize 
the studio’s fire department. 





Charles Albright, who alleged that 
he was illegally ousted as part own- 
er of the Culver City, Cal., Kennel 
Club, filed suit against the club to 
recover parts of the profits. Affi- 





Greenfield, Philadelphia realty man.| band, John R. Fell, was found in a|davits presented by Albright showed 
His share of the commission paid ' 
Greenfield for selling Fox theatres 


hotel with a knife in his 
His dying declaration was 


Java 
breast. 





‘the club’s net profits were $203,754 


during it’s racing enterprise in 1932. 
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Columnists 





like Winchell, depends upon unre- 
liable Hollywood trade newspaper 
men for Hollywood dirt. 

Seemingly Skolsky got the Win- 
chell idea that it’s safer to talk 
about big names. The bigger the 
celeb, the better. They may not 
know about the less prominent 
blueblood lineage that play around 
Broadway but the fans know their 
screen satellites, That was Win- 
chell's wisdom when chattering on 
the air. He knew that the hinter- 
land wouldn’t know who some of 
the Broadway-famous rococo per- 
sonalities are, but any gossip about 
the Big Names of the Front Pages 
or the Cinema was sure-fire. 


Sullivan Local 


That angle seems to be Ed Sul- 
livan’s prime weakness. He talks 
about strictly Broadway and 47th 
street and theatrical trade news. 


Lately Sullivan has awakened to 
the Holywood thing and has a film 
colony tipster wiring or air-mailing 
stuff back to him. If Ed doesn’t 
know it, it’s stuff copped out of the 
Hollywood chatter columns and 
trade dailies, including the ‘Variety’ 
Hollywood Bulletin. The fact that 
‘Variety's’ Bulletin’ carries stuff 
which is wired out to the Coast 
from the New York office, it’s a 
6,000-mile trek for any bit of last 
week's ‘Variety’ news by the time it 
comes back to Sullivan for his Mon- 
day chatter column, 

Yawitz in his Sunday stuff tries 
hard. He misses. Lots of it is 
wild. He seems to go in for the 
Winchell scheme of strong opening 
and closing paragraphs with blah- 
blah in between, 

The switch by Skolsky from ‘Tin 
Types’ to a chatter column has oft 
created parallel duplications with 
his ‘News’ confrere, Sullivan, who 
talks about Men and Maids of 
Broadway. This again makes one 
wonder about the copy readers on 
the ‘News.’ Either they don’t care 
or don’t bother. It’s a cinch that 
on some of the dirt stuff, the inno- 
cent copy readers probably don’t 
get it. That’s really so, because 
the implicated dirt is strictly in the 
Broadway understanding. 

The ‘News,’ aside from Skolsky- 
Sullivan, has a third columnist in 
John Chapman, whose ‘About Man- 
hattan’ stuff is inclined more to 
cleaner fun, than the ultra sophis- 
tication of the others. 


Winchell-James Feud 


Winchell never liked Rian James 
(nee Jake Rothschild) on the Brook- 
lyn ‘Eagle’ He always accused 
James of copping from everybody, 
including ‘Variety.’ ‘Variety’ gave 
up bothering about that copping 
thing long ago. But Winchell no 
likee James’ style. James, being in 
Brooklyn on a B’klyn rag, although 
a good one—the ‘Eagle’—paid little 
attention but prolifically set about 
to establish himself as importantly 
in his community as some of his 
Manhattan scribbling associates. 

The ‘Eagle’s’ standing made James 
important enough to m.c. the sun- 
dry nabe dinners and civie func- 
tions ,and also to possibly knock off 
a week or two, per year, making a 
personal appearance at the Brook- 
lyn theatres. James also figured it 
out that he’d top ’em all and do 
what lots of newspapermen are al- 
leged to always want to do—write 


a book. He wrote six in a row. A 
couple were anthologies on the 
town’s epicurean restaurants. He 


also wrote a columnist novel, a 
story about a leading crooner, and 
finally another columnist’s novel, 
‘Loudmouth,’ this latter said to be 
about a particular columnist. 

Winchell’s grouch didn’t bother 
James, who sold a couple of his 
books for screen rights and James 
ultimately landed on the Coast. He 
went for a limited time, got a smell 
of the easy Hollywood coin, and 
resigned from the ‘Eagle’ Mean- 
while, out there he has been giv- 
ing his exclusive opinion of Win- 
chell, 


Winchell-Sullivan 


More recently Sullivan and Win- 
chell have been feudin’ suh! Both 
have been ribbing each other, with 
Sullivan chiefly the ribber. Sulli- 
van’s ‘expose’ of how Winchell al- 
legedly ‘pipes’ items fetched an alibi 
from Winchell, which is more than 
some of the other ribbers have done. 
Usually they've been - satisfied, 
whenever any of the columnists 
comment on them, to forget all 
about it, but seemingly the column- 
ists can’t take it themselves. 





Winchell’s serial ribbing of a jour- 
nalistic trade paper editor called to 
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mass attention what might other. 
wise have been a lay secret as the 
general public knew naught about 


this newspaper periodical’s editor's 
razoo on Winchell. 
Plugging 


Rawness of some of the plugging 
indulged in by certain of the col- 
umnists brings up anew the wonder 
whether or not the copy readers 
handling their stuff understand 
what they are editing. 

It’s gotten to be so that the liber- 
ality of the offside stuff has created 
the thought that possibly the col- 
umnists are receiving a considera- 
tion for such exploitation, whether 
in favors or more material compen- 
sation. While the columnists’ re- 
muneration, as a class, should lift 
them above that temptation—what 
with everything being on the cuff, 
as it is—it begins to look as if most 
of the chatter columnists are vol- 
untary chumps for almost anybody 
who gives 'em a kind word or some 
special attention. 

The social thing may have some- 
thing to do with it. The yen to mix 
in with the ‘right people’ has been 
the unnerving of more than one nite 
life reporter who forgets that he is 
being tolerated in many places prin- 
cipally because of the medium he 
represents. 

If the payroll thing doesn’t figure, 
they are being used at not only 
their own expense but that of their 
papers, with the columnists’ copy 
editors even more to blame for per- 
mitting everything to get by. 

Hence, the suspicion that the 
sheets themselves don’t get the gen- 
eral idea sometimes. The placing 
of certain promotional sharps in 
juxtapositions with representative 
names is one example of how the 
columnists are being used; and so 
flagrantly that it makes a chump 
out of them, as a class, under any 
circumstances. 

The recent folding of the ‘Tatler 
and American Sketch’ by John C. 
Schemm, who assigned for the 
benefit of his creditors should be 
ominous to the scandal or double- 
meaning chatter purveyors. This 
publication folows the 55-year old 
‘Town Topics’ into oblivion after a 
hard career of breaking the hearts 
of debutantes and social leaders 
through anonymous and not too 
subtle commentaries on their social 
doings, ratings, ete., unless they 
happened to be generous subscribers 
to the stock issues of the publicae 
tions. 

The Gimmes 

Of all the columnists, the radio 
chatterers are the most amenable, 
There are sundry allegations about 
their ‘gimmes’ but these may be ex- 
aggerated. Rather it is that their 
desire for importance and personal 
aggrandizement which makes ’em a 
pushover for a kind word or a smile 
at the right moment, 

There are sporadic columnists 
and commentators of things theatri- 
cal, Jack Lait has an elaborate 
Saturday ‘Journal’ magazine piece 
on Broadway, It’s most pretentious 
in its getup. Lait also m.c.’s the 
WINS Jack Lait Gaieties, a variety 
interlude, once a week over the 
Hearst-controlled station WINS, 
Nick Kenny does a similar stunt 
on and for ihe ‘Mirror.’ Kenny’s 
other yen is writing verses and song 
lyrics. Art Arthur is James’ suc- 
cessor on the Brooklyn ‘Eagle.’ He 
was recommended to Managing 
Editor Crist of the ‘Eagle’ by Win- 
chell, to whom Arthur had been 
contributing gags, etc. 

Hellinger’s Tour 

Hellinger, with his daily sob yarn, 
has been laboring under an O. Henry 
billing somebody once gave him. 
He bids fair to make himself more 
interesting with his 10 months’ 
world tour wherein he will write 
about The Broadways of the World. 
Hellinger is another of the Uni- 
versal shorts’ serialists, having a 
camera crew along with him for the 
travelog stuff. 

A current observation anent Hel- 
linger is the extreme case of nos- 
talgia with which he is suffering. 
One turns to his tourist stuff just 
to see what country Mark hates to- 
day. Seemingly, among his pet 
voids on his globe-girdling trek are 
Dinty Moore’s food, Winchell’s col- 
umn and ‘Variety.’ 

Each succeeding columnist seems 
to evidence that all are alike and it’s 
no great knack to apply one's self 
to the successful digging up of sun- 
dry bits of dirt and data. It’s just 
a formula. First to stay up all 
night in the joints, find out who's 
who, make a few friends, build up a 
tipping staff, and then keep out of 
trouble. 
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Deal’Em-Off-the-Arm 
Boys Say They Want to 
Be Respectable Again 


Call it a paradox or a what-not. 
fome of the oldest and best-known 
bartenders on the stem are rejoicing 





over repeal. 
End of the speak can’t come too 
goon for these under-cover beer 


passers. They're sold on repeal on 
this one angle return of their pro- 
fession to time-honored respect- 
ability. 

Now that it’s nearly all over these 
bar boys are admitting for the first 
time a soft side that few imbibers 
of illicit brew ever suspected. 
They've been secretly ashamed of 
the bolted door occupation all along. 
They've turned their faces away 
from kids in the neighborhood and 
been ill at ease when friends came 
to their own homes and started talk- 
ing about occupations. 

There’s a financial side as well. 
Speak tending doesn’t pay what it 
did even a year ago. The average 
barman doesn’t draw over $35 a 
week today, and he’s the first to 
take the rap in the event of a raid. 





Mex Air Lottery Jail 
Sentence Is Affirmed 


Houston, Feb. 27. 
The year and a day prison sen- 
tence for Will Horwitz, Houston in- 
dependent theatre operator, for con- 
spiracy to use the United States 


mails in furtherance of a lottery, 
has been affirmed by the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals, 
at New Orleans. 


Charges against Horwitz, his 
wife and associates, grew out of the 
advertising over radio station XED 
at Reynosa, Mexico, of the Lottery 
of Tamaulipas, Mexico, and the 
subsequent sending of lottery tick- 
ets to subscribers through the U. S. 
mails. Attorneys for Horwitz main- 


tained that the lottery was legal in | 
Mexico and that the advertising of | 


it over the station was not in vio- 
lation of any federal laws. 





LICENSE TIME IN DIXIE 


Mississippi Tough on Fees for Show 
Groups Moving in Busses 








Jackson, Miss., Feb. 27%. 


Bands and other show groups 
traveling in large busses should 
mak-~. an investigation before enter- 
ing Mississippi as to whether a spe- 
cial license to travel through the 
state will be necessary. 

The state has one of the strictest 
laws in the union regarding busses 
and trucks, 

Last week Celestin’s Original 
Tuxedoed Orchestra of New Orleans 
was detained at Picayune by the 
sheriff because a permit had not 
been obtained. After paying for the 
tag the band continued. 





Anti Expose Bill 





Harrisburg, Feb. 27. 
A bill that would make the 
Camel cigaret ads, which give 
away the inside of magicians’ 


tricks, illegal has been intro- 
duced in the Pennsylvania 
Legislature. 


Representative Edward 
Nothnagle, Delaware County, 
introduced the measure which 
provides a fine for the exposing 
of the secrets by which magi- 
cians earn a livlihood or the 
methods of any professional 
performer or entertainer, Pen- 
alty for each violation would 
be $10. 














MAKER OF JIG SAWS BY 
MILLION, NEVER DID ONE 


St. Paul, Feb. 27. 

Seven million jig saw puzzles is one 
month’s output of a St. Paul firm 
which before the gadgets’ invention 
was running heavily in the red, is 
now comfortably in the black. 

From a brutal slump to unpreced- 
ented prosperity wave within 30 
days in this company’s story. 

The Louis F. Dow Co. is now run- 
ning 24 hours a day, employing 425 
workers in addition to its usual 400. 


So busy are they with the brain- 
teasers that since Feb. 1 they have 
been forced to reject $500,000 worth 
of their usual business (art calen- 
dars, printing, etc.) 

‘The first week this jig saw puzzle 
business began in earnest,’ says Mr. 
Dow. ‘we went 87% over the best 
previous week in the company’s 35- 
year history.’ 

Queried on his best solving time 
on his most difficult puzzle product, 
Mr. Dow stood non plussed. I’ve 
never worked one,’ he apologized; 
‘I'm too busy making ‘em.’ 


Belle in Phoenix 
Phoenix, Feb. 27. 

Belle Livingston has plans for the 
opening of a salon on the desert near 
here. She came here from San Fran- 
cisco. 

With comparatively heavy guest 
lists at two hotels and innumerable 


dude ranches in and near this city, 
Belle thinks she can put it over. 














Leftwich in Car Suit 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 


Samuel C. Shine, studio trans- 
portation trucker, has filed suit in 
Municipal court against Alex and 
Florence Leftwich for injuries sus- 
tained by one of his trucks in an 
accident involving the Leftwich car. 

He is asking for $259, of which $84 
is for patching and the remainder 
for the time lost while the truck was 
in the shop. 
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BETTER SHOW ct RKO: 
(RKO PALACE 31771; 


at 47th 
NEW POLICY 
Exclusively! 







Veature Pictures 


JACK OAKIE 


“SAILOR BE GOOD” 
with Vivienne Osborne 


FRKO 86 th ST. tex ave 


Wed. to Fri., March 1 to 3 
TWO FEATURES 


“MAEDCHEN IN 
UNIFORM” 
amd 
“SECRET OF WU SIN” 
















Wed. to Fri., March 1 to 3 


“MAEDCHEN 
UNIFORM” 
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On the Stage 
HELEN MORGAN (in Person) 
in Ziegfeld’s | aqOv stage sensation 
W BOAT” 


BIWAY with oe “Bledse a cast of 100 


A Diree BARBARA. "STANWYCK 


Coming: LEE AT Oi - ALL WIRES” 









LOEW $ swoavias?s7 
On the Screen 


(TATE seer 


YEARS IN SING SING” 
Spencer Tracy, Bette Davis 

On Stage: CAB CALLOWAY & Orch. 
and Entire Cotton Club Revue 














MARRIAGES 


Marylou Spencer to Ted Braun 
at San Diego, Cal., heb. 17. Bride, 
from Chicago, non-pro. Groom is 


general manager of the Thomas 
Lee artists’ bureau of the Don Lee 


|} chain. 


Rose Des Rosiers to Geo. F, Lillis, 
New York, Feb. 26. Bride was for- 
merly with San Carlos Opera. 

June O’Dea to Vernon Gomez, 
New York, Feb. 26. Bride is the 
actress and groom ‘Lefty’ Gomez 
of the bal] parks. 


| tragic 


Risko, the Rubber Man, 
Gives Kingfish the Hook 


By JACK PULASKI 








After a week’s lapse due to the 
ending of the Carnera- 
Schaaf scrap, boxing resumed at 
the Garden Friday (24) with the 
rubber man from Cleveland, Johnny 
Rtisko, trimming King Levinsky. 
Attendance was not big but much 
better than expected. There was 
considerable interest in several pre- 
liminarieg because of recent knock- 
out performances, 


Main event figured to have color 
though nobody who has seen either 
man expected a boxing exhibition. 
Both are wild swinging heavies. 

he Kingfish has a harder wallop 
but less ring experience. That is 
why the betting odds with Levinsky 
favorite at 8 to 5 looked to be out 
of line. 


Johnny used his long left arm to 
advantage, jabbing to body and face 
and quickly piled up a point lead. 
Either or both men showed anger 
during every round and at the bell 
continued slugging to the glee of 
the fans. They were flailing both 
arms wildly after the final gong, 
even after their seconds climbed 
through the ropes. 


Lena’s Brother 


Leaping Lena’s brother showed 
something in the fifth round with a 
succession of right socks to Risko’s 
kisser. Then in the eighth the 
Kingfish, whose handlers have 
crowns on the backs of their jer- 
seys, delivered the best wallop of 
the evening—a hard right to the 
chin. The punch sort of exploled in 
Johnny’s face. Levinsky stepped 
away amazed that the rubber boy 
didn’t drop. There was a_ wild 
melee in the ninth with the house 
plenty merry about it all. No doubt 
about the result and as it is the 
third time that Risko has taken the 
clownish Chicagoan, it would seem 
he should be convinced. But they 
will probably be matched again in 
some other city. 

The repeat fight between Abe 
Feldman, of the East Side, and 
Johnny Russeau, of Montreal, was 
something to watch. Last time they 
met Abie got the win, the house 
putting up a terrific squawk. There 
was no doubt this time and Rus- 
seau just managed to stay the six 
rounds, 

Bike Grind Next 

In another preliminary Al White, 
of Brooklyn, had no easy time of it 
with Sam Portney, of New York. 
True, Al dropped Sam.in the second 
round, but in the third it looked 
like Whitey was in trouble, al- 
though he finally won the match, 
then kissed his opponent. White 
scored a one-round kayo in the 
Garden several weeks ago. Semi- 
final between Charley Massera, of 
Pittsburgh, and Tony Cancela, of 
Tampa, was a sluggish affair. It 
went on last and most of the house 
walked. 

Six-day bike race holds the Gar- 
den this week and no boxing show. 
Next week (Friday, 10), Adolph 
Heuser, the German, meets Maxie 
Rosenblum for the light heavy- 
weight title in a 15-rounder. 





COAST BANDS MOVE 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Earl Burtnett’s orchestra will re- 
place the George Redmond combo at 


the Cotton club, Culver City, 
March 1, 
Hal Wayne’s’- orchestra has 


switched from the Club New Yorker 
to the La Boheme. 





Philly Boom 
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dough, but intake has been steadily 
increasing and of late the dip into 
the red has only been a matter of 
$100 or less. Last week manage- 
ment claimed profit and from now 
on outfit is figured as having a 
chance to establish itself as a per- 
manent theatre. There’s an out- 
door theatre in the rear which may 
be used this summer. 

Roof garden is figured as a natura] 
if beer comes in. House and res- 
taurant are comfortable and art- 
tractive. Auditorlum is low but 
stage equipment is okay. Arthur 
Behrens has been directing and 
Joseph V. Breen has been managing 
director with Tommy Labrum 
handling the press work. Company 
has been augmented by Virginia 


Curley, playing feminine leads. 
Others are Cledge Roberts, Eileen 
Coyne, 3ert Griscof, J. Barney 





Sherry and Mary Duncan Stewart, 





Impropriety Pays! 





Boston, Feb. 18. 
Poster up in a Back Bay 
dance place reads: 
‘The management reserves 
the right to expel any lady or 
gent he thinks proper.’ 


COAST FAST ONE COSTLY 
TO FIGHT PROMOTERS 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 


Handling of the Washington Day 
Corbett-Fields fight created the 
worst mess in local boxing history. 

Fight drew $54,000 and would 
have hit $70,000 if promoters George 
Putnam and Ancil Hoffman hadn't 
tried to pull a fast one on cus- 
tomers. Just before fight started 
promoters closed the $1.15 section, 
announced all seats were gone, and 
tried to force a waiting mob into 
$3.45 chairs. Result was a mob 
scene that crashed 500 in without 
paying, and caused plenty ill feel- 
ing. 

Before the battle papers threw all 
possible support to putting over 
the enterprise, hoping to see a rec- 
ord gate that might induce future 
scraps of nationwide interest to be 
staged here. But as a result of the 
judgment there was much editorial 
spanking. 


N. Y. Gov. Not Opposed 
To Betting Machines 


Albany, N. Y., Feb. 27. 


Gov. Lehman has come out openly 
as not opposed to the move for a 
state constitutional amendment to 
legalize pari-mutuel betting on New 
York race tracks. It requires three 
years to amend the constitution and 
the Governor is said to feel that the 
state should have some revenue 
from the sport in the meantime. 

A bill legalizing such betting, 
which would add from $5,000,000 to 
$6,000,000 to the state’s revenue by 
taking 2% of the total amount bet 
has been introduced by William 
Breitenbach, Brooklyn Democrat. 
After a conference with Gov. Leh- 
man, the assemblyman said he was 
preparing another bill taxing each 
race $1,000, which would give the 
state a revenue of $800,000 a year 
pending repeal of the section of the 
constitution forbidding race track 
betting. 























Wall Street’s Dope 
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materialize is something else again. 
It also means that RCA may thus 
get a chance to ease out of its film- 
dom activities more or less grace- 
fully. <All of which is a new kind of 
downtown slant on the Sarnoff affil- 
iations. The latter is stated to have 
moved in more or less as counsel- 
lor on film matters to Winthrop W. 
Aldrich, head of the Chase Bank 
and controlling factor in Fox film 
affairs. 
Which may explain how come the 
recent potpourri of reports about a 
possible Fox-RKO merger. 
In talking reorganization Wall 
Street refers mostly to possible re- 
ceiverships which the downtown end 
has come to consider as the one 
means to effect this reorganization 
thing. The financial mentors speak 
frankly as to what they expect this 
way which also means that filmdom 
internally can’t cover up either. 
The more recent merger talk 
that’s been about has been official 
inside and curiously enough it’s 
stated that Paramount is the vortex 
of all such merger stuff. Proposi- 


tions that have been discussed 
concern Par either uniting with 
Fox or with Warners. 3ut for the 


immediate present, Wall Street fig- 
ures mergers at the present time | |, 
won't benefit any of the companies. 


Most up-to-date report of the! 
numerous stories around has the, 
| Rockefeller interests advancing | 
towards a buy-in on Par or War- | 
ners or both. But downtown, this | 
report is kayoed as most unlikely. 
The Rockefellers have first got to 
figure out just how much their stock 
interests in RCA and RKO may be 
worth, before advancing under cur- 





rent conditions. 


Tm Telling Y You 


By Jack Osterman 


+ 





HOLD THOSE 
HERE I COME 


PRESSES . 4 e 





The New Answer 

Everybody keeps asking me how 
the baby is, which is very thought- 
ful. However, for the past week 
this columnist hasn’t been feeling 
too forte so when Jack Pasternack 
asked last night how the kid was, 
I told him, ‘The baby’s okay, it's 
me I’m worried about.’ 





Cute 
Belle Baker tells the story of Sol- 
omon’s fur store and a saleslady 
waiting on a customer. ‘Have youa 
Russian skunk here?’ askec the pa- 
tron. The saleslady replied, ‘Mr. 
Solomon will be out in a minute.’ 





Novelty 
We heard and saw a band yester- 
day that hasn’t announced it would 
play the Inaugural Ball. 





Thought for the Week 
Harry Engel wonders what sort of 
a guy would be the mugg that took 
an office on the 17th floor of the 
Radio City building and had his 
windows lettered. 





Hollywoodenheads 

They tell the story of two film 
execs walking up and down the lot 
for an hour, arguing frantically. Fi- 
nally one of the actors working for 
the firm sneaked up close enough to 
hear one say to the other, ‘And you 
must never make an open bid with 
less than two and a half tricks,’ 





Revival 
Zangara getting 80 years reminds 
of the story of the old man who re- 
ceived the same sentence and told 
the judge he didn’t think he’d live 
long enough to serve it, and judge 
told him to do the best he could. 





Follow the Leader 

They report that it actually hap- 
pened in a broadcasting studio last 
week. During rehearsal the control 
man told the leader that his sax 
player was hitting blue notes, so the 
leader told him to come closer to 
the mike, 





Thanks 
Hy Goldstein went to Miami. So 
as not to burn you up he took a 
flock of Empire State building post 
cards along with him, which he 
mailed back to his northern slaves. 
At least it didn’t look warm. 





Heavy Bettors 

They say that Harry Rose and 
Bobby Clark were shooting pool the 
other day and Bobby suggested 
playing for something to make it 
interesting. Rose said, ‘Okay, In 
play you for McCullough,’ and 
Clark answered, ‘I want odds.’ 





Ostermania 

George White is the only producer 
to have two consecutive shows in 
the Casino....Looks like the banks 
and RKO theatres are having a con- 
test to see how many can close.... 
Jack Pearl, or rather Baron Munch- 
asen, is reported getting $8,500 at 
the Capitol....Is that on the level 
or just in keeping with the char- 
acter he portrays?....We open with 
our Club Richman Revue next Fri- 
day at the old Roxy....Thursday 
we're going to take a long walk and 
get enough fresh air to last us a 


week....But what the heck, any- 
thing for the baby....ARE YOU 
READING? 





BRIARCLIFF CLOSES 
Yonkers, N. Y., Feb. 27. 
Briarcliff Lodge, at Briarcliff, for 
30 years the ace hotel of West- 
chester, finally closed. Economic 
stress and prohibition given as rea- 
son by Henry H. Law, president of 
the operating company. 
Law says place may open again 
if and when conditions change. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Perkins, son, 
Feb. 22 in New York. Father is the 
tage comedian, 





Mr. and Mrs. Harry Martin, !n 
i New York, Feb. 23, daughter, their 
fourth child. Father is treasurer of 
the St. James theatre, New York, 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Delf, son, 
Feb. 26 at Women’s hospital, New 
York. Father is the stage comedian 
ind writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Jones, daugh- 
ter, at Queen of Angels hospital, 


Los Angeles. Father is a still cam- 
eraman at Fox, 
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Broadway 





June Winchell has returned from 
Florida. 

Bill Elson in and out of town on 
the 

Sam 


run. 
Dembow got himself a nice 
new 

Ez Keough back to Chi 
things over in the Loop. 

Grace Hayes has a new dog that 
is awfully hard to train. 

Sinclair Lewis due back 
England in a couple weeks. 

Sam Kopp staging minstrels for 
clubs and societies in Jersey. 

Jack Pearl goes into the Capitol 
the same day Roosevelt does. 

Very few free matches with cig- 
gies because of cut-price war. 


car, 
to look 


from 


Marie and Mario opened their 
own Blue Room in the Village. 


Paramount publicity feted Buster 
Crabbe on arrival in New York. 
Al Woods saw the Mae West film 
twice Rates it his number one pic. 
Joe Rivkin and Jack Cohn drove 
to Atlantic City over the weekend. 
Aunt Ella is taking a course in 


cooking. And Emma is taking piano 
lessons. 
Harry Katz among the many 


spring fever victims of recent nice 
weather. 

Hote!s emulating exploitive idea 
of jigsaw puzzle giveaways for self- 
ballyhoo. 

Jeanette MacDonald is slipping 
her girl friends a giggle all the way 
from Paris. 

Mrs. Jack Norton recouping at 
Mather hospital, Port Jefferson, L. 
L., from op. 

An important show business exec 
seems to be acting as a tipster for 
a columnist. 

Arthur Hornblow and Martin 
Beck dining together in the snooty 
east forties. 

Al Lee, the ‘Melody’ 
calls one Broadway eatery 
Racket Club. 

Sam Goldwyn went for one of 
the biggest apartments the Wal- 
dorf can supply. 

Lou Goldberg says the trouble 
with the country is that it's on the 
Goldberg standard. 

Mrs. Sid Piermont, wife of the 
Loew booker, back from a rest in 
Saranac and okay again. 

Danny Ahearn in from Hollywood 
by plane because of father’s death. 
Speeded back same way. 

Benny Leonard guest-starred on 
Jack (J. Brooks) Pulaski’s fight 
broadcast Friday on WOR. 

Ralph Kravette, auditor for 
Aarons & Freedley for a dozen 
years out with balance of-staff. 

Jimmy Durante indignantly de- 
nies second childhood. Claims he's 
getting some hair by massaging the 
dome. 

Mae West got a fan letter from 
a bride-to-be wanting to know if she 
couldn’t spare one of those dia- 
mends. 

Marvin Schenck, Mrs. Schenck, 
Irving Tishman, Sammy Lewis and 
Patti Moore left en masse for Hot 
Springs. 

Now that vaude is down to a 
last half and a nipup, the Harry 
Angers (Anger and Fair) are mak- 
ing it a trio. 

Bill Seeman will be aboard the 
Aquitania Wednesday night (1). A 
business quickie, no waits. no de- 
lays and back. 

Walter Eberhardt elated that a 
Square cutrate bookstore sold 40 
copies of his ‘Jigsaw Murder Mys- 
tery’ the first forenoon. 

Nick and Daisy Holde to Havana 
Thursday. He returns next week 
but she remains to recuperate from 
inflammatory rheumatism. 

Roxy takes off for his Texas va- 
cation this Wednesday (1). Fish- 
ing and golf with the main idea a 
Radio City return in a month. 

Doc Bender is being entertained 
around the late spots by a wealthy 
Washingtonian who may turn the 
“Doc” into a producer this summer. 


manager, 
the 


Another Broadway treasurer, 
Charles Bowman, formerly at the 
New Amsterdam, has joined the 


ticket staff at Madison Square Gar- 
den. 

Virginia Smith and her sister are 
taking the English course at Colum- 


bia. Trying to parse a pronoun into 
an adverb. The agony will be over 
in May. 


A musical two-reeler is to be 
made by Warner Bros. with Queenie 
Smith at the Vita Brooklyn studio. 
Miss Smith is now at the Mayfair 
Yacht club. 

Joseph B. Glick and Arthur Levy 
will park at the County Center 
playhouse, White Plains, next sum- 
mer. Herbert J. Biberman will do 
eight new plays there. 

Rube Goldberg just returned from 
Florida, plus five pounds, in time 
to see his first jig-saw puzzles is- 
sued. If you think you're good, try 
and piece one of Rube'’s crazy car- 
toons together. 

Jimmy Shaughnessy, president of 
the Westchester operators’ union, 
and Bill Lang, organizer, on vaca- 
tion in Bermuda and Havana for 
two weeks. Lang’s going out to 
California later. 

The Joe Keits in telling about 
their Miami vacash trip this week, 
are incidentally plugging that 
they’re ‘On Their Second Honey- | 
moon,’ a current Keit-Engel tune. | 

With Roy Knorr as the second 


| 


| 
| 


Kentucky colonel in his organiza- 
tion, Will Hays has found titles for 
everyone in his office except Mau- 
rice Mackenzie, Frank Wilstach, 


Ed Perkins’ sailing on the Paris 
March 3 is his 20th and also the 
20th anni of his p.a. career, having 
started in 1913 under the late A. 
Toxen Worm handling the Gaby 
Deslys-Sam Bernard show, ‘Belle of 
Bond St.’ 

George Terwilliger back on B’way. 
When the old-timer failed in health 
he went to Cuba, where the family 
has citrus plantations. Introduced 
the California packing house idea 
and revolutionized the ‘business. 
Lately the hurricane hit the old 
home amidships and he's back in 
the States until the oranges grow 
again. Hurricanes’ havoc on B’way 
worse than in Cuba, he says. 


Joe Pollack back from Nurem- 
berg. 

Johnny Soyka for a few days to 
London. 

Friedrich Zelnik for a few days at 
Reichenhall. 

Rod La Roque playing the lead in 
‘Ss. O. S. Iceberg’ (Universal), 
Josef von Sternberg, back from 
Vienna, for a short stay in Berlin. 
Maria Paudler, well-known ac- 
tress, signing contract for Electrola 
records. 

Nyutta Rabinowitsch, daughter of 
well-known producer, for vacation 
in Vienna. 

Teddy Ehrenthal, Gayumont’s ar- 
tistic chief, Paris, booking and sell- 
ing new acts in Berlin. 

Magret Terna-Pasternak, Ameri- 
can girl, wife of Joe Pasternak, per- 
forming in Nelson’s revue. 

Harold Lloyd when here took a 
great interest in Nuremberg’s spe- 
cialty, tiny little fried sausages. 
Mme. Spinelli in Berlin for the 
French version of Ufa _ picture, 
‘Saison in Kairo’ (‘Season at Cairo’). 
Henry W. Kahn, Fox, in London 
for negotiations with Clayton P. 
Sheeham, on opening of ‘Cavalcade.’ 
T. A. Garnett, Bob Fellows and 
Eddie Knopf with the whole cast off 
to Switzerland for locations for 
‘Ss. O. S. Iceberg.’ 


Sam Spiegel back from Vienna. 
His company making a _ picture 
there, ‘Oel ins Feuer’ (‘Oil Into 


Fire’), under Catscher’s direction, in 
German and French versions. 
Lawrence Music, Inc., is negotiat- 
ing for the musical rights on ‘Song 
of the Night.’ Universal has the 
film for America, 





Havana 


By Rene Canizares 





Season is complete flop. 

Gar Wood in town with a party. 
Lillian Roth honeymooning around. 
Dolores m.c'’ing at the Eden Con- 
cert. 
Cynthia 
Mundo. 
Roberto Soto and his Mex musical 
revue gone. 

Siboney orchestra back from its 
tour of Europe. 

Warner Baxter and wife in for 
vacation. Sang over CMC. 

Richard Wallace, the megger, 
spent a day here on way to N. Y. 

Sidney Landfield and Frank Bor- 
zage, pix directors, in town. Mrs. 
Borzage along. 

Helen Costello and Del Barrio, the 
newlyweds, making the rounds of 
the night spots. 

George Gershwin and Andy Good- 
man judges at dance contest at 
Presidente hotel. 

City Council voted another extra 
tax of $200 annually for each radio 
station regardless of power or busi- 
ness. 

CMK, Hotel Plaza broadcaster, 
had its license revoked for 10 days 
by radio commish. Seems they 
talked too much against the milk 
trust. 


White a guest at Fl 


Bermuda 


Bob Blackman, mgr. Bermudiana, 
back (20) after biz trip. 

Shawni Lani doubling at the Bel- 
mont Manor & G. C., strumming the 
uke at cocktail hour and doing the 
hula in the grill at night. 

N. Y. A. C. golf party arrives (20) 
led by W. F. Spillane, pres. Ameri- 
can News €o. and champ of the 
Wingfoot Gvoif Club, and Baseball 





Coach McCarthy of N. Y. U. 
Arrivals (20; were Peter Finley 
Dunne, Mrs. Edgar C. Melledge, 
»resident Theatre Assembly; Je- 
a ne Beatty, W. K. Schwinn, asso- 
ciate editor Hartford ‘Courant’; 
Judge and Mrs. Sam Seabury, and 
job Blake, cen. mgr. Cunard Line. 


Ne en aie ee 


Dave Palfryman and Arthur De Bra. | 





CHATTER 


| London 


Henry ‘Hank’ Sullivan off to Ber- 
lin. 

Count Bernivici apartment hunt- 
ing. 

Paul 
list. 

Giovanni due back here early 
March, 

Clifford Whitley off to Berlin on 
business, 

Jack Haskell 
nothing serious, 

De Biere entertaining at the Duke 
of Portland’s party. 

Marie Burke now 
Waller management. 

Teddy-bear coats no longer sign 
of American citizenship. 

Sammy Burns, manager of Lei- 
cester Square theatre, out. 

Over 20 million people went to 
greyhound races last year. 

George Black may do next show 
at the London Hippodrome, 

Eric Hakim engaged to marry 
Nina Vanna, Russian film star. 

Sir Alfred Butt buying two pros- 
pective Grand National winners. 
Stanley S. Neal back again, after 
four crossings in last five months. 
Winads, Ltd., first English trailer 
organization to trade show trailers. 
Binnie Barnes just fixed new con- 
tract with London Film Corporation. 
Ivor Browning’s early morning 
dance practice outside his apart- 
ment. 


Winna Winfrid signed with War- 





Murray latest on the sick 
in 
but 


in hospital, 


under Jack 


ner Brothers (London) for five 
years. 

Mrs. Jack Hylton and band 
around the Paramount - Astoria 
houses. 

Dick Henderson giving Joe Gil- 


bert a special plug at the Holborn 
Empire. 


Charles Cochran sending Nina 
Mae McKinney flowers on her Lon- 
don debut. 


Sir Oliver Lodge declined offer 
from Hollywood to appear in film 
on spiritualism. 


Dog racing definitely on the de- 
cline, with abolition of Totilisator 
partly to blame. 


J. L. Sachs has eight weeks’ 
guarantee for his ‘The One Girl’ at 
the Hippodrome. 


Plenty of trouble at the Film 
Guild Club, with Sir Michael Bruce 
telling ’em plenty. 
Irving Asher sending for Flossie 
Freedman to tutor some of his con- 
tinental film finds. 


Universal has bought five films 
made in Australia to comply with 
English quota regulation. 
‘Honey Dew,’ Cafe's latest, in 
Leicester Square, competing with 
all surrounding nighteries. 

Jeffrey Bernerd and his wife sit- 
ting it through at the Leicester 
Square theatre, and enjoying it. 
Hyams Bros.’ new talkie theatre 
in east side, first mentioned in 
‘Variety,’ will be called The Troxy. 

Green is the sartorial shade for 
males in the coming season, with 
new curly brimmed hats threatened. 

Insiders predict ‘Cavalcade’ is 
good for 20 weeks’ run at the Tivoli, 
but others predict 12 weeks as most. 

Gaumont-British has _ exercised 
option on Roy Fox and band, and he 
now stays at the Kit Cat for one 
year. 

Duke of Marlborough wanting to 
know what Lolita Benevente will 
charge for 15 minutes’ dancing at a 
party. 

Nan Blackstone asked $1,000 per 
week to come back, which is three 
times as much as she got on her 
last trip. 

Teddy Brown operated four times 
in one week at Victoria Palace be- 
tween shows. Carbuncles and boils 
the trouble. 

Molly Lamont holding up traffic 
outside the Elephant and Castle 
picture theatre on her personal ap- 
pearance there. 

Cecil O’Henry no longer with 
Henry Regal Company. He was the 
inglishman who has been with the 
act for 10 years. 

‘Half a Million’ having flopped at 
the Vaudeville Theatre’ Balieff’s 
‘Chauve Souris’ opens there March 
1, for short season. 

Filly Caryll latest to refuse to 
be knifed by General Theatres, with 
the next Palladium’s ‘Crazy Season’ 
likely to be his last. 

Gaumont-British has guaranteed 
the Personal Service League $20,000 
for the ‘Good Companions’ charity 
function at the New Victoria. 

The Hitchings are expecting the 
stork any minute, (Hitching is 
vaudeville expert of the ‘Evening 
Standard,’ under the name of 
‘Domino.’) 

Harry W. Crull looked upon as 
father confessor by American acts. 

Sole topic among American acts 
over here is to clange their agents, 
and then regret it. 








Building of new boxing stadium, 











on Madison Square Garden's style, 
being considered here. Jeff Dickson 
promoting idea, and Albany street, 
Regent's Park, likely location, 

Peter Maurice, head of music 
company bearing his name, comes 
to his office with Rolls Royce, liv- 
eried footman and chauffeur. Mau- 
rice in private life is Belgian Count. 

Patrick Hamilton, author of 
‘Rope,’ awarded $25,000 damages for 
injuries sustained when knocked 
down by car. Claims can’t concen- 
trate and is unable to write fol- 
lowing accident. 

Trouble ahead over the new ‘Jolly 
Roger’ show starring George Robey, 
Equity threatening unless Robey 
joins them will prevent play open- 
ing in West End. Production al- 
ready opened in Manchester, and 
so far George is adamant. 

E. S. Williams, dramatic critic of 
‘Daily Express,’ Manchester edition, 
only critic giving scathing criticism 
of J. L. Sachs’ ‘The One Girl,’ with 
the Palace theatre (Manchester) 
management complaining to higher 
authorities at having received raw 
deal. 





By Ben Prout 


Frank Carnevale opens ‘Club Mon 
Cherie’ at Beach. 

The Yacht Club Boys open at 
Embassy; business picks up. 

Palm Island club closes. There's 
no money in such a high-class 
place. 

Jeanette Hackett, Mrs. John Steel 
to you, joins the floor cast at the 
Roney Plaza hotel. 

Frolics is making plenty jack with 
two-bits policy. Sally Rand, stripped, 
tickles the popular fancy. 

Gilda Gray sings a couple of 
songs at a Saturday night show at 
Saltzman’s Floridian hotel. 

‘Cavalcade’ opens at Wometco’s 
Mayfair for indefinite road show en- 
gagement at $1 top evenings. House 
only seats 400. 

Bert Lahr drops in just in time 
to catch a jobless benefit engage- 
ment right on the nose. He does it 
just the same. 

Chester Alexander at last gets his 
divorce. He sued because of his 
wife’s passion for dogs and cats. 
Chester didn’t like the fleas, he told 
the court. 

Most of acts in Eddie Cantor's 
route show pile back to Miami for 
limited engagements. Eddie him- 
self returns to Hollywood Beach 
hotel for short stay. 

Etta Reed walks out of Frolics, 
right back in again. Didn’t like to 
see Sally Rand’s name over hers; 
decided she’d like to have it any- 
where on the billing. 

Ann Pennington starts things at 
the Miami-Biltmore; Stone and 
Vernon keep them moving; Caper- 
ton and Biddle are proving one of 
the most popular dance teams in 
town. 





Long Island 


By Joe Wagner 

There is talk again about a sports 
arena in Jamaica. 

Nabe pic houses are selling thrift 
books at a big discount. 

Gene Buck thinks that America is 
coming out of this mess. 

Army boys at Fort Totten have 
their own dramatic club. 


against those obscene mags. 

Bill Meeder, organist at 
Richmond Hill, is a proud pop. 

Bill Slocum, Jr., of Great Neck, is 
with his dad on the ‘American.’ 

Frank Lee Donoghue is feeling 
better now and is doing publicity in 
Manhattan. 

Lawson Paynter, the Island’s 
newest columnist, still has that Co- 
lumbia ‘Jester’ influence. 

Cops are nabbing plenty of boot- 
leg song peddlers in Queens, espe- 
cially around the high schools, 


Rochester 


By Don Record 





Jimmie Lunceford band audition- 
ing for NBC. 

Miss Ruth Hanson of WHAM is 
bride of George Benedict. 

Helene M. Faltus, dancer, weds 
John R. Mason in New York. 

Leonard Campbell elected presi- 
dent of musicians’ union for fourth 
term. 

Regent got the Schaaf fight films 
just in time to capitalize on the ex- 
tra publicity. 

Walter Hampton scores high 
amusement tax as important factor 
in keeping patrons away from legit. 

Catholic Actors’ Guild to offer 
series of 10 plays at the Columbus 
Auditorium three days a week for 
10 weeks beginning March 8. 

Sadie Mestler, 7, broke sitting 
records with eight-hour stretch at 
the Lake theatre. Frantic parents 
found her at 9 p. m., her face tear- 
stained after viewing sad feature 





for third time, 


The Hague 


By M. W. Eetty-Leal 


Bart Kreeft, retired comedian, te 
his day Holland’s most popular hu.< 
morist, celebrated his 79th birthday 

On Feb, 10 it was just 25 years 
since the famous Cullinan diamond 
was cut at Messrs. Asscher, the ree 
nowned Amsterdam firm. 

On her way by air back to Nor. 
way, celebrated girl champion skate 
acrobat, Sonja Heine, made short 
stop at Amsterdam Aerodrome of 
Schiphol. 

Town of Utrecht getting a new 
cabaret, which hopes it will get gooa 
influx in forthcoming days of In.- 
dustries Fair, to be held there 
shortly. 

At Kleykamp Art galleries in The 
Hague several collections of paint- 
ings exhibited by native talent, one 
of the schemes in these days to help 
artists in distress. 

Foreign talent in concert halls 
still strong: German violinist, Ku. 
lenkampff; pianist, Bobjey; Polish 
clavecinist, Wanda Landowska, and 
the Prague Quartet from Czecho 
Slowakia. Dajos Bela and his band, 
who played in Carlton hotel, Am- 
sterdam, and for Dutch broadcaster 
AVRO, leaving Holland after one 
performance in Westend Cinema, 
The Hague’s latest movie palace, 
In Carlton they are replaced by 
Babe Egans and her Hollywood 
Redheads, dozen of American mu- 
sical ladies, their first performance 
in Holland. 

Cold spell, which affected box of- 
fice, finished, but followed by an 
epidemic of flu, with same effect, 
Not only audiences diminished, but 
several actors got it, and Miss lie 
Carelsen, who recently came to the 
fore in her silver jubilee in ‘Mata 
Hari,’ got a bad relapse. Hofstad- 
tooneel, however, kept date of pre- 
miere for patriotic play, ‘Father of 
the Fatherland,’ glorifying Prince 
William of Orange,’ who freed Neth- 
erlands from Spanish yoke in 16th 
century. Play by Veterman; in title 
role, Cor van der Lugt-Melsert, 
actor-manager. 





Ed Levin doctoring abscess. 

Helen Strife, former dancer, sing- 
ing over WIBO. 

Margaret McKay handling Mead- 
Bok lecture bureau. 

Aaron Saperstein re-elected presi- 
dent of Allied Exhibitors. 

Molly Kreuger, formerly of ‘Va- 
riety,’ an expectant mother. 

Bill Pine will join his B&K fra- 
ternity brothers next week for a 
three-day visit. 

Walter Hawley, NVA rep here, 
left Emergency Relief Fund employ 
after 18 months, 

Jack Lavin, Paul Whiteman's 
mer., at Edgewater hotel conferring 
with Boss Dewey on possible con- 
tract. 

Harry Potter was taken care of at 
the State when the Granada closed. 
A. C. Binnenfeld now manging the 
Vogue for Essaness. 

When a toe dancer supposed to be 
part of an artistic willow tree fell, 
Ed Lowry ad libbed: ‘It must have 
been a slippery elm.’ 

Mary Garden while here said 
opera in Chicago belongs in the 
Auditorium, and she described Sam- 
uel Insull sarcastically as ‘the great 
financier.’ 

Editor Midas of the ‘Chronicle,’ 
political sheet, will give a ‘gridiron 
dinner’ in March’ kidding local 
Democrats. Invitations will read, 
‘Don’t come if you haven’t a sense 





| 
D. A. office in Nassau is warring 


RKO | 





of humor.’ Sketches being written. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Cc. W. Eckhardt, Fox district mane 
ager, a visitor. 

Carl Leserman, Warner Bros. dis- 
trict manager, in town. 

Harald Kreutzberg, dancer, played 
one-night stand at Metropolitan. 

Twenty-two theatres in territory 
closed and 10 reopened in January. 

Guy Bradford from Kansas City 
added to United Artists’ local sales 
force. 

‘State Fair,’ at State, strong op- 
position for ‘Kid from Spain’ at Or- 
pheum, 

‘All screen’ entertainment — no 
stage show,’ read signs in front of 
Orpheum now, 

Harry Gold, representative for Al 
Lichtman, visited local United Ar- 
tists’ exchange. 

Eddie Cantor-George Jessel road 
show booked by Orpheum for one- 
day stand, March 21. 

Harold Johnson, former 
tional exchange manager, 
Warner Bros.’ sales staff. 

Booth operators continuing to 
May 1 10% cut from regular scale, 
supposed to terminate Jan. 1. 

Max Stahl, new manager of local 
United Artists’ exchange, succeed- 


Educa- 
now on 


ing M. C. Sinift, transferred to 
Kansas City. 
‘Greater Amuseinents,’ local re- 


gional movie trade publication, now 
published semi-monthly, instead of 
weekly. Depression. 

‘Uncle Moses,’ first Yiddish 
ever to be presented in local 


(Continued on page 70) 
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loop, 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Ww. V. A. Symposium held at the 
lodge by Dr. Edgar Mayer, and the 

blicity given the N. V. A. lodge by 
the visiting medicos and specialist 
Jaces the N. V. A. sanatorium at 
the top of the list as the world's 
jeading tubercular sanatorium. 


Among the leaders who attended 
the symposium were Dr. D. W. Cut- 
Jer, Phipps Institute, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; Dr. Rudolph Gottlieb, Royal 
Montreal, Can.; 
Vanderbilt 


Victoria hospital, 
Horton Casparis, 


Dr. 
University, Nashville, Tenn.; Dr. 
Louis H. Clerf, Jefferson Medical 


College, Philadelphia, Pa.; Dr. C. L. 
Jackson, Temple University, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; Dr. E. G. Murray, Mc- 
Gill University, Montreal; Dr. 
Frank Huntoon, N. V. A. Sanato- 
rium; Dr. Harry C. Ballon, Wash- 
ington University, St. Louis, Mo.; 
Dr. Pol. N. Caryllos, Cornell Uni- 
versity; Dr. Frank Hartman, Uni- 
versity of Buffalo; Dr. Cyrus Stur- 
gis, Thomas Henry Simpson Insti- 
tute, Ann Arbor; Dr. Edward D. 
Archibald, McGill University, Mont- 


real. 

A special entertainment was ten- 
dered at the lodge to an attending 
audience of over 300. A talk by 
“onary Chesterfield about show busi- 
>ess in general was the opening 
shot, followed by Happy Benway, 
who introduced Phyliss Milford as 
the m.c, of the evening. 

Show opened with Jack Nicoll and 
his Ravenhall Hot Shots, jazz band 
and vocalists. They clicked solid. 
Leonard Cowley followed in songs 
that hit the soft spots. Danny Mur- 
phy and Ala Montague came next 
with a skit that received plenty of 
laughs. Al Jocker knocked them 
cold with a violin solo. Rita Nolan 
stopped the proceedings with an 
audience number. Ed, Fred and 
Chet, a hilibilly trio, had things 
their own way. Joe Asselta, vocal- 
ist, did great, followed by Danny 
Murphy and Tommy Vicks in “The 
Doctor Shop,’ the wow laugh-getter 
of the evening. The medicos ate 
this act up to a fare-thee-well. 
Phyliss Milford got over nicely, and 
a Wet and Dry skit by Murphy and 
Montague closed. Lawrence Mc- 
Carthy pianoed the show. Bill was 
arranged by Happy Benway and 
Eddie Voss. William Lee and 
Henry Chesterfield were among the 
laughers of the evening. 

Joseph and Romeo Donatella, 
brothers, late of the Donatella Car- 
nival in Venice act, are new arrivals 
at the lodge. Joseph did the ozone 
trick here about three years ago; 
claims that he is only playing a 
short return date. Let’s hope that 
also applies to Romeo. 

Jimmy Carr, deluxe band leader 
of the air, now located at 24 Frank- 
lin avenue, doing wonders with that 
comeback thing. Jimmy wants to 
thank everyone who wrote him 
wishing him well. 

Cecilia Hafermann, who is now 
much under the weather at the R. S. 
sanatorium, Rutland, Mass., shoots 
the good news that the medicos say 
that all will be well in the very near 
future, and that Tom ‘Cy’ Lenihan, 
who is resting at 907 North Third 
avenue, Tucson, Ariz., now can 
move those legs a little and expects 
that walk thing soon. Tom has 
been doing that ‘no-can-walk’ thing 
for three years now. 

Elliot Norton, that happy-go- 
lucky mugg of the Boston ‘Post,’ 
spends about half of his time 
spreading good cheer among the 
showfolk who are sick, especially 
Saranacers. 

H. L. Pech (Teddy Lorraine to 
you), who saw plenty of footlight 
service, war service and bed service, 
is having a battling time of it all. 
Harrison J. Carter, known in the 
theatrical field as Harry O’Connor, 
is also ozoning at the U. S. Vets’ 
hospital, Sunmount, N. Y. 

SARANAC ON PARADE: Nice 
Saranac weather, 74 degrees difter- 
ence in 24 hours...Katherine Low- 
enberg, a newcomer here, is sitting 
pretty via the comeback route... 
Betty Blair on her second month of 
strictly the bed diet...After three 
months of that bed thing Dan As- 
tella up for one meal and may try 
to work the lab...Rita Nolan tried 
the pneumo-thorax thing but 
couldn’t take it, so...Edith Cohen 
is showing up to a 75% collapse via 
the same route...A joyball game 
was donated by Jerry Vogel for the 
library. Patients are getting a big 
kick playing same....Jig-saw craze 
has hit the lodge...Mae Delany still 
adding weight; due for the get-up 
period soon...Ben Schaffer sez this 
35-below-zero weather does not 
bother him as he played Eskimo for 
years...Lee LaMarr now orches- 
traing at Lake Placid between 
hockey game periods...Bill Canton 
showing up 100% to pneumo-thorax 
...J0e Lang is here visiting... Russ 
Kelly will do an end with the Elks 


minstrels...Amateur nights, local | 
band, pia-eating contests and what 
have you now the features at the} 
local Pontiac theatre...Frank Gar- | 
field now Alpine lamping for his 
dogs; he is showing up on the oke 
Side...Marion Greene back Sara- 
nac-ing at the Ala Vista lodge... | 


Lillian Zeigler returned to the lodge | 


after six weeks of home vacash... 
Charles Bloomfield annexed the go- 





home okay; leaves here to resume 
work as an arrested case...Fred 
Buck has licked that setback; he is 
now sitting up...Larry Kelly, that 
piano player, is now connected with 
a taxi firm...Sign in a speak, ‘Has 
your doctor given you this much 
exercise?’...Jack Hirsch, who is 
carried around by George Harmon 
for laughs, shot in two nice gifts for 
our house fund...Joe Reilly, I. A. T. 
S. E. boy, getting over a red get- 
back...Bert Ford anticipates a re- 
turn to mess of curing...Alice Car- 
man is downtowning at her best... 
Chris Hagedorn was bedsided by his 
family; Chris is holding up nicely 
..-Johnny Laycock, that newcomer, 
taking to the rest cure 100%; how 
that boy loveg the cold weather!... 
John Montalese has licked a set- 
back; up soon...John Louden once 
more allowed an up meal and down- 
town talkers after two months of 
the bed thing...Gladys Palmer, who 
is strictly a bed patient, showing up 
to fairly good results...Toni Tem- 
ple leaves an absolute arrested case 
...Jack Flaum gets the go-to-work 
okay, leaving for the Big Street to 
try it out...Danny Murphy and 
Tommy Vicks are nursing that lit- 
tle thing that keeps you in bed, a 
cold...Ben Schaffer just received a 
wonderful report; will be up soon, 
and is everybody happy!...Jack 
Nicoll going to book vaudeville in 
this Adirondack country; first show 
opens at the Palace, Lake Placid, 
N. Y...Larry Kelly is married... 
Chop suey cafe here delivers eats to 
showfolks minus a 20% cut...An- 
gela Papulis, who is so-so, has been 
mothered and brothered by her bed- 
side....Taxi war over; now we can 
pay for our rides...Are you writing 
to those that you know that are sick 
in Saranac and elsewhere? Try it. 


Spokane 


By Ray Budwin 








Majestic (second run pix) has or- 
ganized a Buck Jones club of kids 
with membership of 100. 

Spokane ‘Press’ tied up with a 
circulation builder with Fox theatre 
in staging a harmonica contest, 

Al Panzer has taken over the pub- 
licity and exploitation of the Post 
Street theatre, replacing C. (Buck) 
Gonyea. 

Ray A. Grombacher, operator and 
manager of the Post Street theatre, 
has filed as one of 132 candidates 
for city commissioner to fill one of 
three vacancies to occur in March. 

Fox, State and Orpheum theatres 
here are to go on the block Feb, 20 
with the other Pacific Northwest 
Theatres, Inc., bankrupt houses in 
Seattle. Understood Chas. Skouras 
will sit in on the court sale of the 
properties formerly under his direc- 
tion, 

Ray A. Grombacher announced 
booking of Walter Hampden in 
‘Hamlet’ and ‘Caponsacchi,’ George 
White's ‘Scandals,’ and ‘Of Thee I 
Sing’ this spring at the Post Street 
theatre. House now showing vaude 
and pix. 

James Brown, colored, proprietor 
of the Pirates’ Den, late dinner 
joint, has been released from the 
county jail after serving 16 days to 
work out his $25 fine and costs for 
permitting cock fighting in his road- 
house. Pinch was made by Humane 
Society officers at Xmas time, 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


‘Of Thee I Sing,’ Nixon, March 13. 

Lou Starr, the hoofer, handing out 
cigars. A boy. 

Warner club tossing its first an- 
nual ball in fortnight. 

Art Levy banged up his new car 
returning from the State opening in 
Washington. 

Harry Long, district manager for 
Loew's here, and the Mrs, taking 
the winer sun in Miami. 

Harry Kalmine recalling the days 
when he used to be George M. 
Cohan’s company manager, 

Sid Dickler’s music put Metro's 
Leo, the lion, to sleep the other night 
at a department store employees’ 
ball. 

Mike Cullen sent Jimmy Durante 
a caricature of the Schnozzola a 
local admirer made from an egg- 
plant. 


That new Saturday night supper 





| capacity. 


Variety had to make a quick sub- | 


|stitution the other day for a juggler 


{who had engaged too freely in 
extra-curricular activities longside 
a brass rail. 


Local staffs of Warners and Gen- 


eral Electric have been getting in 
leach others’ hair over that ‘42d 


street special.’ 


club at the Schenley hotel, town’s | 
only strictly formal spot, opened to | 


HATTER 


Winnipeg 
By Matt Corbett 
Cross’ doing fine 





‘Sign of the 
business. 

Whizz 
petered out, and the players 
back. 

Mike Goodman m. c.’s for Harry 
Zimmerman’s vaude show at Play- 
house. 

Maurice Colbourne and Barry 
Jones road show of Shaw’s ‘Too 
True’ went under the auspices of 
the Junior League. Did well. 

Art Strauss and his band, which 
have been the talk of the town, 
though signed up for 6 weeks, have 
been signed for 3 weeks more. 

John Fiddes opens a Seth Parker 
idea, both on the stage (Dominion) 
and over CJRW, on Sunday nites. 
Known as ‘Uncle John and His Old- 
Home Choristers.’ 

All the actors are producing 
church plays. Pernard Lathom has 
‘The Curse of Kashmir.’ And Jerry 
Bourke and Jimmy Coghill are go- 
ing Irish in ‘Colleen Bawn.’ 


Bang crowd road show 
are 





Toronto 


Seals torch singing at the 





Sally 
Savarin. 

Maurice (‘Argos’) Charney and 
Lillian Miller will merge in March. 

Emmett Lewis and Ross Millard 
will produce Rudolph Uren’'s ‘Sal- 
vage.’ 

The father of Margaret Anglin 
has resigned as Chief Justice of 
Canada, 

Lita Grey Chaplin moaning be- 
cause her maid missed the train at 
Chicago. 

Canadian customs bans Roswell 
William’s ‘Damned Lover’ and Ann 
Lawrence’s ‘Sin Wife.’ 

Raymond Card will have his ‘Gen- 
eral Montcalm’ produced by the 
Canadian Drama League. 

A bow to Roly Young, stage and 
screen scribe for the ‘Star Weekly,’ 
who becomes assistant to the editor. 

Sigrid Onegin secretly rehearsing 
here for ‘Jenufa,’ which opens in 
Berlin in April under Toscannini’s 
baton. 

Any Canadian amateur group can 
have the rights to Arthur Stringer’s 
‘Bruised Lady’ and there will be no 
royalty. 

Fluttering sheafs of the boxer’s 
telegrams, Fifi Dorsay admits she’s 
in love with Dempsey, but he wants 
her to keep quiet about it. 

Bobby (‘Whoopee’) Arnst admit- 
ting that she never thought Johnny 
Weismuller was ‘much in a bathing 
suit’ until she saw him play ‘Tar- 
zan.’ 





Montreal 


Ted Harris bon mot-ing. 

Allan Irwin to West Indies. 

Mimi Parks making good on alr. 

Charlie Dornberger talking to ser- 
vice clubs. 

Win Philip getting three-a-week 
on Canadian National network. 

Cuth Knowlton and orchestra 
booked for Kingston for summer. 

When Ed Wynn goes on at 9:30, 
and the local symphony runs be- 
tween 9 and 10 it means only half 
an hour for the symphony. 

Local rags howling at inferiority 
of local air programs despite efforts 
of Canadian Radio commission. 
Comparison with U. 8S. over week- 
end hits Canucks hard. 

Undercurrent anti-Semitic agita- 
tion in this city and provinces, go- 
ing on past year, scotched by bill 
before Quebec legislature, making 
covert racial attacks criminal of- 
ense. Bill certain to become law. 

Failure to amend or repeal Chil- 
dren's Act, barring minors under 16, 
accompanied or not, from pix, has 
had one good result in bringing at- 
tention of provincial government to 
wholesale showing of movies to 
children in church and parish base- 
ment halls. Bill before local legis- 
lature will enforce collection of 
amusement tax at such shows. 
Movie exhibs asking suppression of 
| these pix and may get at least 
| better enforcement of regulations. 











Canton 


By Rex McConnell 
Only one theatre dark here now. 
‘Honey’ Bauman, Canton’s fat boy, 
,seeking scrip for new vaude turn, 
soon to go into rehearsal. 





'maestro, doing nice job of an- 
jnouncing for WKBM, Youngstown. 


| Union stage hands still picketing 
| Palace, which has been using im- 
ported operators for several months. 

Vincent Lopez slated for one- 
night appearance at H. W. Perry's 
New Land o° Dance, Thursday 
night, March 2. 

WHBC, Canton, seeking permis- 


jsion to increase power from 10 to 


Lert Stock, former Canton band | 





100 watts and may get it, say sta- 
tion executives. 

Old Grand, still grinding for 15 
cents top, with dramatic. stock, 
vaude and pictures, reported doing 
| best business in two years. 

Ted Lewis and his troupe of 20 
entertainers do record business for 
H. W. Perry at New Land o’ Dance 
here, on his first visit to Canton in 
many years, 

Jack Miles, after several weeks in 
Chicago night clubs, doing one 
nighters until early March, when 
he succeeds Kay Kyser at Cleve- 
land’s Golden Pheasant. Due at 
Moonlight ballroom here soon, 


Buffalo 


By Sidney Burton 








The Guiseppe Russo Italian play- 
ers current at Keith’s for a two- 
month engagement. 

Leonard Bergman in town attend- 
ing the funeral of his brother-in- 
law, Ben Freedman, 

Studio Players reviving ‘Hay 
Fever’ for two days this week at 
Playhouse (Gayety). Also set for 
Niagara Fails next month. 

Dave Miller back from Chicago as 
manager of local U exchange. Jerry 
Spandau, local U salesman, becomes 
manager of Omaha (Neb.) U ex- 
change, 

Bert Ryde, secretary and business 
agent of the Picture Operators’ 
union, tendered testimonial ban- 
quet Wednesday. Five-day week for 
operators announced. 

Two new picture exchanges open- 
ing—American Flm Exchange, to be 
operated by Tom Brady, and Inde- 
pendent Films by Howard Brink, 
formerly of Educational. 

Word received here is that Erie, 
Pa., authorities are offering an or- 
dinance to ban marathon dances 
following attempts of Buffalo pro- 
moters to operate at Erie. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 


Old Loge cabaret reopens as Plaza 
Grill with Danny Kenn mer. 

Al Lichtman, gen. sales mer., 
U. A., here last week from N, Y. 

Sunday night dancing at Butler 
cabaret flop. Due to discontinue. 

Charles Skouras here last week. 
Also Mike Rosenberg. Back to L.A. 

Joe Danz scooped with Carnera- 
Schaff fight, getting good attention 
past week. 

Bill against all rodeo exhibitions 
in state introduced at Olympia, but 
doubtless due to get skids. 

Pom Pom club at Tenth and Yes- 
ler, Geo, Moore, megr., getting nice 
play. Colored band for moosic. 

Ten per cent gross state tax on 
theatre admissions proposed with 
petitions against it being liberally 
signed by showgoers. 

National Screen Service opens 
Seattle exchange, first on coast ex- 
cept L. A. Jack Flannery, mer., 
and Billy Green, salesman, to cover 
Oregon, 

Nick Allermand at State now 
changing two vaude acts twice 
weekly, with six-gal line and band 
working. House to 15 cents and 
getting nice biz. 

‘Doc’ Hamilton in Walla Walla, to 
stay a year, on ‘common gambler’ 
charge. ‘Doc's’ resort in Seattle 
well-known darktown cabaret for 
years. Now locked up tight. 


Omaha 


By Archie J. Baley 











Sian Brown now managing World, 
Paul Ives assisting. 

Tackman’s Minstrels giving Moon 
a fling at flesh again. 
Publix Auditor Dave Dwey trans- 
ferred to Des Moines. 
As reported, Receiver A. H. Blank 
is after cut in Publix. 
Joe Malec back at Peony park, 
which he made smart spot. 
Herb Daniel, Omaha’s foremost 
receiver, doctoring sick Orpheum. 
Jimmy Garrigan’s MCA band fol- 
lows Fred Ebener into Fontenelle. 
Tivoli opens after damage from 
fire and explosion New Year’s day. 
Pyramid or chain-sales gags ope- 
rating in Omaha, unrestricted so far. 
State doing roadshow with ‘Cav- 


aleade’ and following with stage- 
show experiment. 
3enefit performance for. stage 


people who lost possessions at Mil- 
lard hotel fire planned. 





Hollywood 


May Boley looking fine. 

Lou Ostrow got a Siamese 
for his birthday. 

George Bancroft returned 
week from Miami, Fla. 


Spec O'Donnell now 
Happy-Go-Lucky hour. 
Oscar Levant here, but won't be 
tempted into writing songs. 

Sign on a Sunset Blvd. chop sew- 
ery: ‘Stop at here when open.’ 
Armand Kaliz back in town after 
a legit tour with ‘Cat and the 
Fiddle.’ 

The two Als, Goodhart and Hoff- 
man, here and eyeing the studios 
speculatively. 

Carol Young has stepped up from 
secretary to writer on the Radio 
publicity staff. 

James Stanman, former Boston 
vaude agent, has joined the O'Reilly 
and Mann agency here. 

Edward Kay, composer and ar- 
ranger of the music for ‘After the 
Ball,’ English picture, is here. 

Jack White has taken an office at 

Metropolitan studio and _ intends 
producing a feature for independent 
release. 
On arriving here from New York, 
Al Jolson to Palm Springs for four 
weeks’ stay to recover from effects 
of the flu. 

Divorce feud of the Louis Weit- 
zenkorns about over, Irma Weitzen- 
korn, ex-wife of the writer, is open- 
ing a florist shop. 

Fulton Oursler has asked Estelle 
Taylor to write a 1,500-word article 
on Hollywood's reaction to the 
wearing of men’s clothes by women, 

Several Paramount people were 
all hopped up about having lunch 
with Durant. Disappointed when 
they found it was Will and not 
Jimmie. 

With a rush of productions, Mon- 
ogram has temporarily enlarged its 
publicity dept. with Bill Henry and 
Carol Warren assisting Lindsley 
Parsons. 

Latest guttle and gavotte organi- 
zation to spring up is the Music Box 
Supper club, which will have its 
first semi-monthly meeting in the 
Blue room of the Biltmore March 11, 

Topping the sign over the Para- 
mount studio music department, 
which reads, ‘School and nursery,’ 
is the one on the building housing 
the songwriters at Metro. It says, 
‘Foreign department.’ 


St. Paul 


By Walt Raschick 


cat 
last 


on KHJ's 








Dr. Raymond L. Ditmars in from 
Gotham for a brief stay. 

The Lou fBreeses are expecting 
their blessed event almost any day 
now. 

Lou Breese and band now doing 
five programs a week over KSTP 
for Hexin, headache banisher. 

‘She Done Him Wrong’ banned ag 
being too hot for Minneapolis, booked 
at Paramount, St. Paul, week of 
March 10. 

Bert Nix resigns as Cameo mane« 
ager, and Anton Jensen, former 
Palace, Minneapolis, manager, goes 
in at this Publix 15-25c downtowner. 

Paul Specht and his band leave 
Radisson hotel Flame Room, Min- 
neapolis, for Washington and F. R.’s 
inaugural, Larry Funk, recently at 
St. Paul Lowry, in at the Radisson 
spot, 

Grand cafe at the St. Paul hotel 
opens with Stan Stanley and 12- 
piece orchestra Saturday (25) night, 
advertising ‘free beverages every 
night.” Prices $1 week nights, $1.50 
Saturday nights. 

Ernie Logan switches from the 
Capitol to the Uptown as manager 
of latter nabe, while Abe Sunberg 
eases in the hospital. Tom Fischer, 
Logan’s Capitol aide, in at the helm 
during Ernie’s pinch-hitting. 


Albany 


By Henry Retonda 








Eugene Lowe, salesman with Edu- 
cational, resigns. 

Bill Raynor, formerly with Edu- 
cational local office, later going to 
Fox after the merger of exchanges, 
has resigned. 

Patrons of RKO Palace, Albany, 
entering before the 8:30 show, will 
be permitted to see two features on 
the change day, current and income 
ing pic. 

John Flynn, William Rogers and 
Samuel Cummings of MGM were in 


Albany looking over the grounds 
with Ralph Pielow, local branch 
manager. 

Benjamin Kraft, former news- 


paper man and merchant, is taking 





Sam and Louis Epstein had inter- | 


over the Arbor theatre, neighbor- 


lest in Millard hotel, fire in which |hod house, with double second run, 


i cost seven firemen their lives, worst | this week. 


in Omaha history. 
| Hannah 
flumbo did long-parted sweethearts | 
act at r. r. station when she went | 
through while he was playing Or- | 
pheum., | 

Mevers-Hodek 


band again doing 


Ak-Sar-LGen den show; also Carter 

Lake club, Omaha Altheltie club, | 
special Chamber of Commerce series | 
on KFAB and WOW special pro- 
grame, ) 


Williams and Russ Co-/|T. O. A. at Buffalo, was in Albany 


Jules Michael, head of the M. P. 
for several days fighting bills before 
the legislature regarding amusement 


tax and admission of children. 

The Regent, a new picture house 
in Cohoes, opened last Wednesday, 
with double feature at 20c top. 
Twenty percent of the first day’s re- 


|ceipts, amounting to $50, was turned 


over to Cohoes for the unemploy- 
ment relief fund. 
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OBITUARY 


JENIE JACOBS 


Jenie Jacobs, 55, who narrowly 
missed being one of the great inter- 
national theatrical agents through 
worshiping the fetich of the Keith 
booking office, died Feb, 21 of can- 
cer in her home in New York. 

While narrowly missing the high- 
est honors in her branch, she had 
made the Jenie Jacobs Agency 
known all over show business by 
crossing the seven seas. Her agency 
interests extended into all branches, 
including Radio. 


At the time of her death, Miss 
Jacobs had the various depart- 


ments so well organized, each with 
its guiding head, that the probabili- 





ties are the agency will long con- 
tinue through the momentum of her 
firmly established trade name. 

Miss Jacobs came from a Roches- 
ter, N. Y. orphanage when in her 
early ‘teens. She learned stenog- 
raphy and gained her education at 
night, advancing to the study of 
law. She was assisted in her law 
studies by Helen Gould and obtained 
her degree, but found stenography 
more immediately profitable than 
the legal end. 

For a number of years, Miss 
Jacobs was private secretary to 
John Isham, whose ‘Isham’s Octo- 
roons’ was long a standard legit en- 
tertainment. In time she became 
the virtual head of that office. It 
was here that she got her first taste 
of the agency business. 


Isham's star was Belle Davis, 
Negro singer of individual style. 
John J. Murdock wanted Miss Davis 
for his Masonic Temple roof garden 
in Chicago for a summer engage- 
ment but was unable to locate her. 
He told his desire to a newspaper 
friend who also was a friend of 
Miss Jacobs, and they booked her 
in for several weeks. Later Miss 
Jacobs took over her management, 
working chief!y with the William 
Morris agency. 








—_— — — -——— = — 
| gagements \.ere for Cohan & Har- 
ris and Fred Stone. 
He is survived by his widow, 
Louise. Interment in Kensico. 
WALTER HIERS 
Walter Hiers, 40, picture actor, B d a hi Ae 
y ; ‘ age 68) ernard an 18 minstrels to ap. 
| and as such she stands unique in | died in Los Angeles Feb. 27 after a (Continued from pag eae ah tie fier Horace Deol 
this theatrical generation. four-day illness from pneumonia. current attraction at World theatre,| Memorial on Feb. 26...Earl ¢. 


In spite of the large profits made 
by her, she was generous in the 
extreme, and it is probable that it 
will be found she left no important 
estate. Miss Jacobs frequently 
loaned money to the artists she rep- 
resented and is said to iiave thou- 
sands of dollars outstanding from 
these loans through the years. 


He was native of Cordele, Ga. 

After stage experience, he started 
with Biograph 18 years ago as an 
extra with D. W. Griffith pictures, 
including ‘Ghost Breaker,’ ‘Jimmy,’ 
‘Bought and Paid For,’ ‘Lummox,’ 
‘Seventeen,’ ‘Beware of Widows,’ 
‘Hold That Lion,’ ‘Raising Romeo’ 
and Christie Comedies, He recent- 
ly returned from Fanchon & Marco 
tour, on which he was starred with 
Ben Turpin, 


ADOLPH MARKS 


Senator Adolph Marks, 67, prom- 
inent in Illinois politics died Feb. 21 
at his home in the Palmer House, 
Chicago, of heart disease. 

In his earlier legal career Marks 


FRANK S. AITKEN 

Frank Spottiswoode Aitken, 64, 
one of oldest picture actors in serv- 
ice of the screen, died Feb. 26 in 
Los Angeles after a lingering ill- 
ness. He started in the industry 
during its inception. He was a fea- 
tured player for many years, ap- 
pearing in ‘Birth of a Nation,’ quit- 
ting the screen three years ago on 
account of his health. Prior to that 
he had been a stage actor, starting 
| his career in Shakespearian roles at 
age of 13. Three children survive. 








Morris 





was a pioneer theatrical lawyer, rep- 
resenting at various times Ringling 





Brothers, John Golden, Charles 
Frohman, Eva Tanguay, Sells-Floto 
Circus and. hosts of others. In 1901 


JULIETTE V. NINER 
Juliette V. Niner, 58, wife of 


foreign talkie house. 

Gladys George remaining over for 
two more weeks as guest leading 
lady with the Bainbridge dramatic 
stock company at the Shubert. 

Newly organized Twin City Civic 
Opera association seeking ‘volun- 
teer’ performers and technicians for 
opening production, ‘Rigoletto.’ 

Melrose, Mass., fan wrote Merle 
Potter, ‘Journal’ drama editor, re- 
garding latter’s 10 worst picture se- 
lections, stating he saw same in 
‘Variety.’ 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 


Charlie Skouras in. 

Herman Cohen to Hollywood. 
Ted FioRito has Lief Erickson as 
new singer. 

Herbert Rosener handling foreign 
film bookings on Coast. 

George Mooser up in advance of 
‘Rasputin’ at Columbia. 

Local appearance of trainload of 
WB's ‘42nd Street’ stars off. 
The George Manns taking 
on the recently arrived baby. 


bows 





Frank P. Musselman, known in 
vaudeville as Eddie Niner, died in 
Rochester, N. Y., last week. They 
were former members of the Au- 
gustin Daly stock and for many 
years played in vaudeville as Niner 
and Niner. They retired 12 years 
ago. 

Survived by her husband and by 
a sister, Mrs. Bertha Nicholas, of 
Arlington, N. J. 


he published a text book on theatri- 
cal law that has remained a stand- 
ard reference work on the subject. 
He was elected to the Illinois senate 
in 1921. 

Senator Marks at the height of 
his theatrical practice on several oc- 
casions was called as far as London 
and Hollywood to draw up contracts 
involving large sums. Warner Bro-: 
thers consulted him on the legal as- 
pects just before they launched Vi- 
taphone. At that time Senator Marks 
and his law partner and nephew, 
Harry Smitz, at present a Master in 
Chancery, spent a month in Holly- 
wood. Marks also represented Harry 
K. Thaw for years and Frederick 
Bonfils, recently deceased publisher 
of the Denver ‘Post’, 

Survived by the widow, a brother, 
‘sister, and other relatives. Burial in 
Rosehill cemetery, Chicago. 


AUGUSTA DI FATTA (DALY) 


Augustus Di Fatta, 68, known in 
the theatre of yesterday as Gus 
Daly, died at his home, Summer- 
ville, Mass., Feb. 19. 

He had played with Tom, Bill, 
Dan and Bob Daly, and with the 
Daly sisters. He also spent several 
seasons in the companies of John L. 
Sullivan. 

Survived by his widow, the former 

pare Frankie Clark. 
DAVID HORSLEY 

David Horsley, 60, pioneer motion 
picture producer, died at his home 
in Sunland, near Hollywood Feb. 23, 
following a lingering illness. With 





MAE ROSE BAWNS 


Mrs. Mae Rose Bawns, 54, died 
in Ramsgate, England, Feb. 23. She 





When Ishom’s health prevented 





in the show 
business, she turned to the agency 
idea in a serious way and shortly 
was favorably known to both stars 


his further interest 


and managers. She was always 
strong for the artists under her 


management, but like so many 
others she had to take dictation 
from the Keith booking office under 
E. F. Albee, to the detriment of her 
own best interests. She advanced 
in spite of this serious handicap, 
but never to the point which she 
would have attained, had she been 
more independent at that time. 
Once or twice the Jacobs agency 


was the first to develop buck and 
wing and sand dancing in England 
and for years was a pet of the music 
halls as ‘My Fancy.’ She recalled 
having played with Stan Laurel, 
now Laurel and Hardy, back in 1907 
when he was also playing English 
vaudeville, 


his brother, William, Horsley found- 





DOROTHY TOPLEY 


Dorothy Topley, dance instructor 
in the Finnegan Studio of Music, St. 
Paul, died in Miller hospital after a 
four months’ illness. She had been 
secretary of the Twin Cities Danc- 
ing Masters and the Chicago asso- 
ciation. Connected with the school 
since 1927. 

Survived by her parents 
brother, 


ed the Centaur Film Co. at Bayonne 
N. J. in 1907. He came west in 1911 
and established the first studio in 
Hollywood. In 1914 his Bostock Cir- 
cus which he brought to Los Angeles 
from London, failed. Since that time 
he has been inactive in pictures. 

Surviving Horsley is his wife, 
Mary Frances Horsley; three broth- 
ers, William, Harry and James; two 
sons, Stanley and John anda daugh- 
ter, Mary Frances. 


and a 


| 
JOSEPH KESSLER 
Joseph Kessler, 51, Jewish trage- 
dian, died in the Bronx Feb. 22. He 
had played ‘Hamlet’ in Newark Sun- 
day night and was preparing to go 


HARRY W. BARTLETT 
Harry W. Bartlett, 71, died in the 
French hospital, New York, Feb. 14, 





was barred from Keith’s, but re- 
turned and is now booking on the 
RKO-Keith floor, represented 
that dept. by O. L. Oz. 

Among her clients, many of whom 
she virtually developed, were Louise 


Dresser, Ruth Chatterton, Claire 
Luce, tobert Chisholm, Madge 
Evans, Gracie Fields, Eric Linden, 
Nora Bayes, Beatrice Lillie, Nazim- | 
ova, Franchot Tone, William Gar- 
gan, Petrova, Edwin Styles, Jack 
Benny, Molly Picon, Valeska Sur- 


ratt, Claiborne Ioster, 
Eagles, Blanche Ring and hundreds 
of others including innumerable 
vaude artists. 

Even her interest 
occupied. 
Pauline 
sharp- 


large agency 
did not keep her fully 

With her life-long friend, 
Cook, of the former vaude 


shooting team of Cook and Clinton, | 


she opened a series of apartment 
houses for _ professionals. 
Jacobs never married. She and Miss 
Cook shared apartments for many 
years. Miss Cook is now interested 
in the The agency 
was also a play agent doing a large 
business in England and on the Eu- 
ropean continent as well as in the 
United States. 

Jenie Jacobs was about the only | 
woman agent to make good solely | 
upon her own initiative and effort | 


Jacobs agency. 


in | 


Jeanne | 


Miss | 


abroad for a foreign tour. He has 
been on the Jewish stage here for 
3L years, but has toured Australia, 
South Africa and Europe. Survived 
by a sister, in whose home he died. 


| after a brief illness. He was con- 
; nected with the stage for more than 
| 50 years, and at one time was a 
| partner of Gus Hill. His chief ap- 
| 





pearances were in the vaudeville 
}acts of Burk and Bartlett, Bartlett 
and Fisher, Bartlett and Lorraine, S. A. HAMILTON 


| ee | S. A. Hamilton, veteran film man, 
died last week at the home of a 








Bill Crosby managing naborhood 
Regent; doubling between his print 
shop. 

Jack Tripp, T&D theatre mana- 
ger, and John Aasen, circus giant, 
passed away here last week. 

Phil Harris spent a mailman's 
holiday up here by singing with 
Gerun’s and FioRito’s bands. 

Clare Foley, ex-secretary Film 
Board of Trade, and now Mrs. H. 
Stanley Sullivan, a proud mother. 
George Mann and Morgan Walsh 
have moved their Redwood theatre 


offices from Warfield to Golden 
Gate building. 

Famous White Angel _ kitchen, 
haven for unemployed hungry, 


moved to Sacramento valley ranch, 
depriving city of a most picturesque 
spot. 

Labor commission has jailed 
Douglas Hertz promoter of recent 
horse marathon at Dreamland au- 
ditorium on non payment of wage 
charges. 





Boston 


By Len Libbey 


Thomas Leo born to the Leo Gaff- 
neys. 

Schaaf-Carnera film helped biz 
for two houses past week. 

Eddie Zorn,.of Publix, nervous 
breakdown due to overwork. 

Nary a dance hall dared defy 
Mayor Curley’s ban on taxi dancing. 
Bob Berger off to Baltimore to be 
at bedside of wife in Johns-Hopkins 
hospital. 

Bozo Snyder and Gertrude Hayes 


did so well for Waldron’s Casino 
that they were held for a third 
week, 


Al Somerby stages Bowdoin's 41st 
anniversary, and proudly boasting 
the house has played vaude straight 
through past 25 years without a 
break, 

Theatre men watching the fate of 
General Alfred Foote with keen in- 
terest. As head of the state censor 
bureau he has always lent open ear 
to movie and stage interests. 


Montgomery 


By Tom Hall 


Leon Copeland always on the job. 
Milton Newsome making good at 
Par. 
Little Theatre players give good 
show. 
Lloyd 
Selma, 
Stage shows make good at Para- 
mount, 
Ike Katz announces bookings for 
March, 
Some 
opening, 
Strand reduces matinee prices to 
15 cents. 
Lance Davis joins stock company 
Grand, 





Townes makes trip to 


talk of Empire theatre 


at 





| 


In Loving, Tender Memory relative in Okmulgee following a 
lingering illness. 
ROI COOPER MEGRUE He was at one time booker for 
: the Independent Film Co., Kansas 
City. 
| February 27, 1927 Pee ee 
WILFORD WATERS 
died : 
| Bartlett and May and Barlett and Wilford Waters, 70, former mem- 
Collins. . ber of the faculty of the N. Y. Con- | 
Survived by his widow. Mrs. Leth« servatory of Music, died in Havana 
Collins Bartlett; a daughter, Vivian, wheat = sie had lived in Cuba the 
| wife of Eddie Scanlon, of the Shu- past cight years. 
| bert forces, and an aged sister. | His widow and daughter _——— 
| j 
ED. BEGLEY | . Daisy Canfield Moreno, 45, wife ot 
Edward Begley died in New Yorl \ntonio Moreno, actor, died Fel 
eb. 15. He was one of the best 1] ; in automobile acelident 
; Known character omedians of his she is invived by her h nd 
generation and had scored hits in nand a 
| vaudeville, minstrelsy, musical com- oe 
edy and the dramatic stage. He | s 
| was early a member of the Cor- Mrs. A. E. Stonebroke, 
rinne opera co., and a member of| Rollin K. Stonebroke, ma roo 
the ‘Two Johns’ compan current |the Alabama theatre, Kir 
in the early ‘89s. More recent en- | died in Hampton, Ia., Feb 


Verner Haldene planning for next 
production, 





{ and Alton popular with 
radio fans here, | 


Hartford | 


By M. H. Hammer 


\1 mory | 


polo for first | 
Sehae- | 
Haven 
eheerful 
the 
Hlennessey 
world... | 


sSthe tux} 


j nt to Ne W 
( n Vorigues mat A 
‘ il ined Yr) yv over 


Branniff conducts M. P. Topics co]. 
umn on the ‘Times’...‘State Fair 
does smart business at top prices 
at Palace...Some talk of Conn, 
State Fair going back into Charter 
Oak Park. 





Cincinnati 
By Joe Kolling 


—_ -—_—— 


Strand to grind through summer, 

The L. B. Wilsons holidaying in 
Miami. 

Lou Klar, in 
around film row. 

Jack Horgan signed for another 
two-year stretch as mgr. of Sinton, 

Bill Williams, booker for local 
M-G branch in recent years, trans. 
ferred to Albany, N. Y., as office 
manager. 

Talk in trade of Chester Martin 
taking back Orpheum from RKO; 
hilltop house has been idle for sev- 
eral months under rental policy. 

Bijou and a West 5th street smal. 
lie lively to adopt six-a-day l5dec 
vaude policy such as has been 
booming at Star for a fortnight. 

Henry Theis back as maestro at 
Sinton, where supper club has re- 
vived under name of Mayfair with 
couvert of $1.50 on Saturday and $1 
other nights. 

Ascher Mayer, barrister for Hart- 
Scribner-Hynicka interests, made 
flying trip here from New York to 
straighten legal tape on Star the- 
atre, now in grind tab-vaude. 

Walter Hampden repertoire, cur- 
rent, with ‘The Counsellor-at-Law’ 
for week of March 12, and possible 
repeat of ‘Of Thee I Sing’ to be 
about all of remaining season for 
legit at Shubert. 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 


from Milwaukee, 





Ball team holdouts not worrying 
Lou Nahin this season. It will be a 
case of sign at Lou’s figures or stay 
out of baseball. 

Herman Enders, pal of the late 
Charles K. Harris and at one time 
a vaudeville artist, died here after 
illness of a year. 

Bill Carlsen and his orchestra won 
a musical duel with Dan Russo and 
his musicians at the Futuristic 
ballroom. Bill gets an 80 week con- 
tract from Jimmy Devine as a ree 
sult. Patrons decided the battle. 

Mildred Boehme, entertainer, de- 
nied admitting 20 drinks when 
brought into’ district court on 
charge of driving while intoxicated, 
claiming that no woman had that 
capacity. Judge Page made it $100 
and costs just the same. Mildred 
hit a tree. 





Atlanta 


By Ernie Rogers 


Atlanta ‘Journal’ celebrated 50th 
anniversary Sunday. 
One WJTL commercial paying 


weekly with bottled milk. 

Talk of Hearst taking over 
lanta ‘Constitution’ on again. 

Eddy Gilmore, former Loew p. a. 
in Washington, now managing the 
Grand. 

Eddie Cantor $3,000 better than 
tudy Vallee in engagements less 
than a week apart. Both played the 
Fox. 

C. B. Farrar, conducting weekly 
15-minute spot on WSB devoted to 
news of prize contests, among best 
mail-getters. 

Georgia legislature has under 
consideration bill to open cities of 
200,000 or more on Sunday. Passage 
extremely doubtful. 


Ate 





Queens 


By Henry Willson 


Charlie Long back in town. 

Cam Shipp is going to be married, 
Renny McEvoy is living here now. 
Lisa Lisona, European opera star, 


Visiting in Forest Hills. 
Tilt for ping-pong crown begins 
this week on Long Island. 


Kthel Merman drives to her apart- 
ment in Astoria plus chauffeur. 
The Hansens, mother and daurh- 


ter, won the Knott hotel bridge 
CUDS. 

Jack Gehren’ orchest i zraduates 
from local parties to Westchester 
ltiltmore spot. 

Pomonok club me d up for 10 
days preparing for gala annual 
shipwreck party. 

Ralph Le naw a mu) ing editor of 
ithe N. Y. ‘Eve. Post,’ Id his two 
one-act plays, ‘Perroet Meets Him- 

elf’ and ‘God Save the Kin to 


i ! i izo...Al 


lrench fon liate publication. 
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Depression Vacancies 
Give Coast Pitchmen 
Thin Dime Now ’n’ Then 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 


Continued spell of mild weather 
here has the pitchmen out in force 
on downtown streets. They range 
in variety from the blindfolded as- 
trologer (femme) to the vacant 
doorway pitch with a few dollars’ 
worth of merchandise. 

Most of the stands are on Hill, 
Broadway and Main streets, be- 
tween Sixth and Bighth. Sections 
of parking lots, doorways of vacant 
store rooms, and other available 
spaces have been preempted by the 
itinerant sales people, with their 
wares including cement mixtures, 
hosiery, tie pins, the usual assort- 
ment of kitchen utensils, etc. 

Take varies, with some of the 
pitchmen managing to garner 
enough shekels to take care of the 
room rent and groceries, but with 
others not so fortunate, if a canvass 
of the empty-handed walkaways 
neans anything. 

During the last week there has 
been a noticeable increase in femme 
window demonstrators along 
Broadway and Hill streets, with 
most of the play currently being 
made on furniture displays. 


Deadhead Stockholders 
Pay or There’s No Fair 








Rutland, Vt., Feb. 27. 

The South Wallingford fair, one 
of the oldest and smallest in the 
state, faces the prospect of sus- 
pending this year. The fair, 43 years 
old, finds that the surplus laid up in 
better days is exhausted. 

The first assessment ever made on 
the stockholders will now be neces- 
sary if the fair is to be continued. 
The stock has never paid any divi- 
dends, the stockholders getting their 
return through free admission to 
the fair grounds. 





Conservative 





San Francisco, Feb. 27. 
Salinas Rodeo having lost $22,000 
last year, the ’33 affair, opening in 
July, will be cut to three days with 
a short ad budget. 


Barnes’ Opening Date 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 
Al G. Barnes’ circus comes out 


from winter hibernation March 26, 
opening at Alhambra, Cal., with 


first four days of May set for local 
dates. 

Ben Austin is already here in ad- 
vance of the show. 

Outfit will feature the Loyal Lu- 
penskis, seven people Italian riding 
act, which wil' be first privately 
owned nags to perform under the 
Barnes banner. 





His Faith 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 
Ben Austin, advance man for 


Barnes show, claims that auto 
parking is becoming an all im- 
portant factor in life. 


Emphasizing his point, Austin re- 
lates that he and his wife dropped 
the Episcopalian church in home 
town of San Antonio because they 
couldn't park the family chariot 
nearby and joined the Lutheran 
church where there was plenty of 
auto facilities. 








DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St., New York City 
New Assortment of GREETING 

21 Beautiful 

Post- 


My 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 
CARDS and FOLDERS, Boxed, 
paid, for 


One Dollar 
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MAGIC AT FAIR | 


Carter to Have Concession at Cen- 





tury of Progress 





Carter the Great, magician, has | 
closed a deal with the Century of 
Progress for a concession on the | 
grounds just across from the Fort | 
Dearborn reproduction. 

Theatre is to be all-steel con- 
struction with a capacity of 700 and 
will do a 13 hour grind daily, open- 
ing at 10 a.m. Contracts have been 
let for the construction, the dimen- 
sions being 50x123 feet, with a 
height of 30 feet. Tax will be 50c 
a head if the crowds come. 


B. and O. Routes 


(Continued from page 64) 





Simons, Seymour, 1504 B’way, Detroit. 

Singing Sherwoods, Topsy’s Roost, South- 
gate, Calif. 

Slason, Fred, Lotus R.. 

Smith, Beasley, Rosemont B., 

Smelin, 8., 1909 W. Buchtel 


Washington, D. C 
B'klyn. 

Ave., Akron, 
Vincent, CBS, 485 Madison Are. 
: MC 
c/o 


A. Chi. 
Bell 


‘Sosnick, Rag 
South, Eddie, 
Rush St., Chi, 
Spector, Irving, WOKO, Albany. N. Y. 
Spitainy. Phil. N. B C.. N. ¥. C 

Spor, Paul, Paxton Hotel, Omaha, Neb. 
Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston St.. Bklyn | 
St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward Bae 
Windsor, Canada, 

St. George, Geo., 2163 Pelmont Ave., N.Y. 
St. Louis Kings, 1823 EF 5th St., B’klyn 
Stafford, H., 911 Sumner St., Lincoln, Neb. 


Rothstein, 616 


Stafford, Jesse, c/o Variety, Hollywood. 
Stanfill, John, 820 Broadway, San An- 
tonio, Tex. 

Steiner, Max. Radio Studio, Hollywood. 
Steed, Hy, Station WMBC. Detroit. 
Stern, Harold, Biltmore, N. Y. 


Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington Ave. 
Boston. 
Stone, Marty. Radisson H., Minneapolis 
Story. Geo., Wong's C.. London, Ont. 
Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corp. 
Buffalo. 


Strissoff, Vanderbilt H.. N. Y. C. 


Sweet, Al, 28 Quincy 8t., Chicago. 
i 
Taylor. Art, Nantucket Yacht C., Man- 


tucket, Mass. 
Tellier, Ray, Fairmount H., S. F. 
Teppas, J. J., 533 Glenwood Ave., Buffalo 


Teeven, Roy. Regent T.. Grand Rapids 
Mich, 


Thomas, Howard, c-o M. C, A.,, 
Randolph, Chicago. 

Thompson's ‘Virginians,’ Ventor T.. At- 
lantic City, N. J. 

Thorpe. Sunny Fan Tan R., %% Cals 
St.. N. E.. Philadelphia. 

Tierney Five. Rittenhouse H., Phila. 
*siloff, Andre, Surf C., Miami Beach, 
Tobias, Henry. WMCA, N._ Y. 
Tobier. Ben, Rosemont B.. Bkly 
Toland, Ray, Detroit Leland i, " Detroit. 
Trace, Al, Hyde Park C., Chi. 

Tremaine, Paul, Bohemia C. z. = 
Treastor, Bob, Blackhawk, Chl. 

Trevor, Frank. KOIN, Portland, Ore. 
Trini, Anthony, Roseland BR., N. Y. C. 
Tucker, Tommy, Hollywood e.. m2. C 
Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Manchester 
N. H. 


62 W. 


Fila. 


U 
Ullrich, Frank, Roney Plaza H., Miami. 


Vv 
Valentz, Val., Lakeside Casino, Denver. 
Valentine, Jads, Statler H., Boston. 
Vallee, Rudy, 111 W. 57th St., N. Y. C. 
Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson 8t., New 
Brunswick, J. 


Steeden, Towers H., Brook- 
Y 


Peter, 
lyn, ° 
Venuti, 
= =, & 
Vito, King. Rose Room D. H., 
Vogel, Ralph, 2562 Coral St.. 
Voorhees, Don, NBC, N. Y. C. 


Ww 
Waring'’s Penna, c-o J. > ie 
merstein T. Bidg., N. Y. 
Watters, Lou, 1907 ii Ave., 
Walker, Ray, 201 St. James PI., 
lyn, N. Y. 
Wayne, Hal, La Boheme C., Hollywood. 
Webb, Chick, 156 W. 44th St., N. ¥. C. 
Weber, Thos., Breakfast C., L. A. 
Weeks. Anson, St. Regis H., N. Y. C. 
Weems, Ted, Pennsylvania Hotel, mm. YF. 
Weidner, Art, 44 Wawona S&t., S. F. 
Welch. Roy, Fulton-Royal, B’klyn. 
Werner, Ed., Michigan T.,. Detroit. 
Wesley. Jos.. 817 12th Ave., Milwaukee. 
West, Ray, Pacific Coast C., Long Beach, 


Joe, Sert R, Waldorf-Astoria H, 


a As 
lL hila. 


Oakland. 
Brook- 


~al. 
Wetter, Jos., 617 Adams Ave., Scranton, 
Pa. 
Whidden, Ed, 125 Dikeman §&t., 
Whidden, Jay, Miramar H., 
ca, Cai. 
Whiteman, 
Whityre, Everett, 
Williamson, ‘Ted. 
Charleston, S. C. 
Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H.,. 
Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, 
Wilson, Meredith, NBC, S. F. 
Winebrenner, W. S., 267 Frederick 8t., 
Hanover, Pa. 
Wittenbrock, Al., 1808 T St, 
Cal. 
Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 


Brooklyn. 
Santa Moni- 


NBC, N. Y. C. 


New Hartford, N.Y. 
rsle of Palms H.. 


Paul, 


Wilmington. 
Toledo. 


Sacramento, 


Wolf, Leo, Vanity Fair C., Chicago. 
Wolfe, Rube, c-o Fanchon & Marco. 
Holly wood. 


Wolphan. Johnny. E) Patio B. R., 8. ¥. 
Wray. Robby, KFOX, Long Beach, Cal. 
Wright, Joe, 410 Mills Bldg.. 8. F. 

Wunderlich, F., 1587 E. 19th Bt., Bklyn. 


Wylie, Allister, Coronado H.. St. L. 
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Shoes for the Stage and ostreet 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


* TO MAKE UP e | Y 
Yaw Ralph, KERN, Bakersfield, Cal. 
Young, Marty, 4300 Pershing Dr., El 
| Paso. 
A JMAKE MAKE UPs) | ; 
omer UNQUEST/OWED | Ziller. Les, Virginia B. R., tens Se. 
| Zooper’s Arabian Knights, Keego , 
baa a  20n m MALF A ina cenrory | | case Lake, Mich. 


' 





OUTDO Or KRS—BURLESQUE 


VARIETY 71 


——————? 





MEX COP FIGURES IT’S 
OK, SO JOINS CARNEY 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. | 
Dick Wayne Barlow, 
with the Hildebrand Show Co. (car- 


nival), is here trying to 
concessions and shows for 
of the West Coast of Mexico, with} 
a South Seas cruise and a trip to 
the Orient to follow. 

Following a brief stand of a sec- 
tion of the Hildebrand outfit in Tia 
Juana, just across the Mexican bor- 
der from San Diego, Chief of Po- 
lice Santa Cruz of that town re- 
signed and joined with Hildebrand 
to act as general agent through 
Mexico. 

Tour for which Barlow is he-cs 
will be made via ship, touching at 
all Mexican west coast ports where 
carneys, or outside shows of ary 
nature, are a distinct novelty, due 
to lack of rail connections. 





associated 





line up 
a tour 





Old Howard So Clean, 
Censor’s Job in Danger 





Boston, Feb. 24. 

Old Howard made a complete 
about-face in reopening following a 
30-day closing by censors because 
of its strip acts and other objection- 
able (to censors) burlesque fea- 
tures. Girls appeared in crinoline, 
and the Spanish dancers in ‘Scram- 
bled Legs’ (Empire) wore dresses 
that swept the floor. Chorines like- 
wise armored against complaint and 
gags lukewarm only. 

City Censor Stanton White, who 
had a seat down front at one of the 
shows, and agents of Watch & Ward 
society were among. spectators. 
White quizzed by reporters after 
each feature and gave his okay to 
Lillian Dixon and Buster Phillips, 
and at the close said: 

‘If all shows were run like this, 
I'd be out of a job, for there’d be 
rothing for me to do.’ 





MAJESTIC, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 21. 

The Dalton Boys of Main street 
have returned to Broadway, replac- 
ing Goldberg the Butcher as opera- 
tor of burlesque at the Majestic. 
Where Goldie operated the Majestic 
in order to sell his candy, a prize- 
in-every package, Daltons are try- 
ing to give entertainment. At one 
time the Daltons operated three 
burlesque houses here. With Irons 
& Clamage, they controlled the bur- 
lesque situation on the coast. I. & 
C. closed their houses in San Fran- 
cisco, leaving the Majestic the re- 
maining theatre offering that type 
of entertainment on the Pacific. 

For Broadway, Daltons have re- 
cruited a new company that is long 
on visual entertainment, but ex- 
ceedingly short on comedy. Girls 
are all former F. & M. and local 
Paramount line people. Missing are 
the usual chunky dames peculiar 
to burlesk. Comics are the tramp, 
sap and Dutch type, who went out 
when horseless carriages came in. 
Same for the gags and bits. Comics 
all work in one. Full stage is used 
only for the 40 line girls. 

Grover Franke, producing the 
dances, has done some good work 
on the first show. Specializing in 
Tiller routines, he gives the custo- 
mers some good flashes. Opening 
is a bit of nice staging with six 
girls in the background minus bras- 
siers. Lung flash is held too long 
and kills the strippers. Boys get a 
load of flesh on the opening and 
know they won’t see any more. 

Strip numbers are weak with only 
one gal, Albertina Pickings, know- 
ing how to sell the grind. Others 
work in a haphazard manner. Bob- 
by Wilson, tramp; Leon De Voe, 
Dutch, and George Clark, French, 
handle the comedy. Long on filth, 
they get nowhere and kill chances 
of the house getting any strong 
woman patronage. This should be 
a consideration with the entire 
downtown section being without a 
stage show other than the Majestic, 
and Warners Downtown, which goes 
straight sound next week. 

Production is good with most of 
the scenery an eyeful. Costumes 
likewise are much better than any- 
thing seen in the burlesk line |} 
locally. 

A line of eight boys trot out some | 
good hoofing and add to the produc- 
tion value of the performance. A 





lof Miss Pickins, 
| Hazel 


| to do some business. 


quartet, unbilled, is also in the line- | 


| up. 


teasers outside | 
are Mona Martin, | 
Walker and Rita Cummings. 
Ernest Larson works straight. | 

Cleaned up, Majestic, in the heart 
of the shopping center, has a chance 


Girls handling the 


Prices at nig 
range from two bits to $9c. Mats | 


sell for 25c. and $0ce. 


MICH, FAIRS ASK LETUP 


Carney's Almost Total Dissolve 


Wilson Outfit Now Making Coast Stand 
with Only a Merry-Go-Round 





‘Toronto Fair Profits 


| 


But Directors gg 


Toronto, Feb. 2 | 

Despite complaints of bad Roh 
ness by the directors, the Canadian | 
National Exhibition has just turned | 
into the city coffers a payment of | 
$209,866 for the 1932 two-weeks’ | 
show as compared with $188,933 for | 
1931, according to the annual re- 
port. Directors are still squawking, 
however, and can’t forget the 1929 
figures. 

Point is that 
clicked the turnstiles in 
1,439,000 at the last exposition, but 
the 1932 profit was $10,933 over the 
previous year despite the lowered 
attendance. 


1,657,000 people 
1931 and 








IN ANTI BETTING LAWS. 


Milwaukee, Feb. 27. 
Delegates to the Wisconsin Asso- 
ciation of Fairs meeting here went 
on record as favoring legalized bet- 
ting on horse races at fairs and 
regular race meets as a means of 
helping Wisconsin fairs out of the 
red. Delegates considered that rac- 
ing properly supervised by the state 
would bring enough money into ac- 
tion to help things considerably and 

eliminate present undercover bets. 
Bill now before the legislature 
deals with the matter but the meas- 





+ 





ure not to the liking of the asso- 
ciation. It plans to offer a substi- 
tute bill. 

There is still much pro and con 
discussion as to the advisability of 
holding the customary Wisconsin 
State Fair at Milwaukee next Sept. 
It is Governor Schmedeman’s opin- 
ion that present economic conditions 
do not warrant spending the state’s 
money for the show. 

Officers re-elected by the associa- 
tion were: Ora P. Taylor, presi- 
dent: Geo. Fiedler, Seymour, vice- 
president; J. F. Malone, Beaver 
Dam, secretary. 





N. O. Mardi Gras Booms 
Dauphine Stock Burlesk 


New Orleans, Feb. 27. 

Dauphine playing stock burlesque 
is offering four successive midnight 
performances in catering to the 
roistering Mardi Gras visitors. 

Ed Schiller and Tom Connor ar- 
rive for Mardi Gras visit Monday 
and incidentally will go into impor- 
tant conference relative to MGM 
bookings in this territory. 








Special Attractions 


(Continued from page 55) 
crystalized the logical development 
of the special attraction policy as 
distinct from regular vaudeville of 
a stipulated number of acts on stip- 
ulated dates can be easily figured. 
If more and more picture theatres, 
especially under decentralization, 
use flesh on their stages, but only 
when each booking is made on its 
individual box office merits with 
exploitation angles a prime part of 
the booking consideration it may 
very easily create a happy situ- 
ation for novelty turns. It will be 
barnstorming under auspices. 


N.Y. iteey Spills Over 

Carnival midway aspect of 42d 
street has spilled over into Eighth 
avenue, New York. 

New stand in store at 43d and 
Eighth has an elaborate layout of 
skill games, with trading coupons 
paid as prizes and a booth of pre- 
miums for which the paper is ex- 
changeable. 
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LETTERS 


When “ending fur Mail to | 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or || 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
SE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED EN 











ONE ISSUE ONIY 
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'Mowatt Ben 





Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

The tale of the Wilson attrac- 
tions, a gilly carnival, is practically 
the story of every coast carney with 
the possible exception of two. Wil- 
son shows are currently spotted on 
a Beverly boulevard lot—that is, 
what remains of the outfit. When 
the season started Wilson had a 
merry-go-round, a Ferris wheel, 
four stores and four grease and 
drink joints. When Wilson unload- 
ed last week on the Beverly lot, 
fourth time he has played it this 
year, all that was left of the show 
Was the merry-go-round. 

Ferris wheel was left behind sev- 
eral weeks ago when the motor 
went on the bum. Cost too much 
dough to get it fixed and the wheel 
was grossing about $2 a day, so the 
percentage kept it in the truck. 

Slum stores, figuring everybody 
who threw a dart, played the tie-up, 
spotted the spot and played the 
flasher was a sucker, therefore they 
refused to throw out merchandise, 
With no one winning, chumpies re- 
fused to play the stores. Result was 
that they all folded, Their explana- 
tion was that the suckers didn’t 
have any dough. 

Competish Bowls ’Em Over 

Grease and drink joints found 
that opposition from regular ham- 
burger and orange juice stands, 
spotted on every street in South- 
ern California, was too tough. When 
real juice is bought for a nickle a 
glass, it’s hard to sell carney syn- 
thetic. So the legit boys of the 
carnival packed their stands and 
left the show. 

Wilson figures that his merry-go- 
round will keep him and the wife in 
food until things break. A merry- 
go-round, according to Wilson, will 
earn its keep n any .' y lot. The 
kids will go for them and those 
horses on the gag don’t have to eat. 

Anyway, moving the one ride is 
accomplished on a truck and trailer. 
When the outfit started last sum- 
mer, Wilson had eight trucks. He 
feels great about cutti:.g his over- 
head. 


Sock or Flash Demand 
Of Modern Fair Mob 


Albany, Feb. 27. 

What the folks want at county 
fairs, after they’ve sized up the cat- 
tle, poultry, vegetables and needle- 
work, is a snappy Broadway revue, 
a human cannonball or a motorcycle 
looping the loop. 

This is the consensus among the 
county fair officials from all over 
the state in Albany last week for 
the annual meeting of the New 
York State Association of County 
Agricultural societies. 

George Hamid, who has been pro- 
viding acts at county fairs for many 
years, one of those on hand, told his 
listeners that the show business has 
undergone a revolution so far as 
county fairs are concerned. 

It was explained at the convention 
that the demand now is for the mu- 
sical shows with 80 or 90 people 
and elaborate aectinge. 


CIRCUS GIANT DIES 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 

Johan Aasen, circus giant, who 
was removed to the city hospital 
two weeks ago suffering from star- 
vation, died last week. Physicians 
pronounced it deficiency of the pit- 
uary gland after having had Aasen 
under continuous attendance with 
many studying his case. 

Aasen was for a long time with 
Ringling shows and later did a film 
‘Why Worry,’ with Harold Lloyd. 
His last job was with Foley & Burke 
earny on the Coast, 





Empire Wheel 


Week February 27 


Frolics—Trocadero, Philadelphia. 
Ha-Cha—Howard, Boston, 

Jazztime Star, Brooklyn 

Scram bled Leg Gayety, Brooklyn, 
Speed & BS} np Empire, Newark, 
Tempters—! ng FP las e, New York, 
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SMART MANAGERS 
Pm Cet the er Is by giving 
a big full fa y pack of 
hewing gum (Spearmint 
( Free to 
“Street- Men and 
Concessionaires make 
100% Profit with flashy 
Try Gum. 


HELMET GUM SHOPS, CINCINNATI, 0. 
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ILLUSION: 


The Oriental girl reclines on a sheet of 
plate glass supported by two slaves. The 
magician waves a white sheet in front of 
the pretty maiden...pronounces a few 
magic words... Presto! She has disappeared 
in thin air. 


EXPLANATION: 


“Disappearing” acts are among the most 
popular in the repertory of the magician. 
Dogs, horses, girls, whole rooms disap- 
pear — whisked into wings, dropped 
through trapdoors, hidden by mirrors. But 
this “disappearance” is a bit different. One 
of the “slaves” is a hollow dummy. When 
the magician holds up the sheet the lithe 
little lady disappears completely—into the 
convenient figure of the dummy. 
















KEPT a — 
IN THE WELDED 
HUMIDOR PACK 


Copyright, 1933, B, J. Reynolds Tobacco Company 
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Tuesday, February 28, 1933 


TS FUN TO BE LOOLED 
... ILS MORE FUN To KVow 


There is also a trick of cigarette adver- 
tising, whereby a few magic words are 
used tocreate theillusion of“Coolness.” 
EXPLANATION: Coolness is deter- 
mined by the speed of burning. Fresh 
cigarettes, retaining their full moisture, 
burn more slowly ...smoke cooler. 
Parched,dry cigarettes burn fast. They 
taste hot. This makes the method of 
wrapping very important. Improperly 
wrapped cigarettes begin to dry out as 
soon as packed. 
Camels are cooler because they come 


in the famous Humidor Pack of welded, 
three-ply, MOISTURE-PROOF cel- 
lophane...and because they contain 
better tobaccos. 

A cigarette that is fresh, full of natu- 
ral moisture, and blended from choice, 
ripe tobaccos tastes cooler than one 
that is harsh and acrid. For coolness, 
choose a fresh cigarette, made from 
costlier tobaccos. 


Com It is a fact, well known by 
leaf tobacco experts, that 
Camels are made from ‘finer, 
MORE EXPENSIVE tobaccos than 
any other popular brand. 


Try Camels... give your taste a 
chanceto sense the difference. You'll 
appreciate it! 


NO TRICKS 
SUST COSTLILIER 
TOBACCOS 


IN A MATCHLESS BLEND 
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